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Thank You to Kathy Reitz and Barbara McGovern for hosting the Spring Dinner. The nautical theme was fun, the
sandwiches were good, the sailboat candles were darling, and if you didn't see the photo books that Kathy made up,
look for them at June's Circle Meeting. Thank you to Jenifer for bringing in her cute sailboat quilt to help set the mood.
A special thanks to Pat McDonald for all she did that day and all she does throughout the year. It was a great party
and lots of fun. In fact, thanks to everyone for your contributions.

Merriejann and Sharon made up a fabulous basket, and Celeste brought in five HUGE tote bags, and all were raffled
off. Congratulations to Pat Zimmerman who won the grand prize. To be in the drawing, you had have made a made a
comfort quilt between the Christmas party and this party. There will be another basket at the Christmas party.
It was wonderful to have Kathy McKinney and Kris Passinault as our special guests. They are the women behind
getting quilts on the beds of the Gold Star Children. It was so great to hear their story about how they got involved,
and to hear a bit about how the whole WNY Heroes started. They were very impressed by our guild and how prolific
we were with our quilts. We made between forty and fifty quilts! Thank you to all who participated, thank you to Linda
Swanekamp who made us aware of this opportunity, and thank you to Kris and Kathy for spearheading the whole
project and for doing all the quilting.
If you are interested in having Kris and Kathy do some long-arm quilting, here is their contact information.
Chasen Dreams Quilting and Embroidery, 3868 Big Tree Road, Hamburg, NY 14075
Kathy McKinney ~ 716-425-5681
Kris Passinault ~ 716-860-9830
ChasenDreams22@aol.com
Here is a link to the WNY Heroes website: http://www.wnyheroes.org/

Prayers please for our dear Bernie who had a heart attack and then bypass surgery. She is coming home from
Mercy Hospital later today, Monday, June 8, and Lou reported she is getting feisty so she must be on the mend. Her
daughter is going to be getting her settled and Lou said he will let us know when she is ready for phone calls and
visits. Continued prayers for Pat McDonald, her family, and her granddaughter, who is in Highpoint Respiratory Care
unit.

Correction In the flurry of getting last month's newsletter out, I inadvertently reversed Barbara's new husband's
name. So again, congratulations to Barbara Canazzi-Mercurio on her marriage to Massimo Mercurio. Much happiness
to you both.
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Newsletter Notes: This will be the last regular newsletter until after our next newsletter in September. For the
record, we suspend regular business meetings, workshops and circle meetings at the Mang Cultural Center during
July and August. So we won’t miss each other too much, we still have circle gatherings AT MEMBERS HOMES on the
fourth Monday of the month. When you attend, be prepared to bring a snack to share, a chair to sit on, and something
to work on, unless you just want to chat! The hostess provides drinks. Seven to nine PM.
Birthday greetings are being posted for everyone who has a summer birthday, with the salutations going through the
time the next newsletter will be published, the week of September 21. Happy Birthday, summer babies!
If you need to get news out to the entire group, please contact Jan and I’ll make sure to send out an email to
everyone. If you send it out yourself, make sure you have the updated email list. There are 3 people who won’t see it.
There is also a telephone tree in place if the news is urgent. The people to contact for the telephone tree are Margaret
Anderson, Sharon Goulet, Merriejann Miller, and Pat Zimmerman.

Calendar
June 22 – Circle Meeting at Jan’s – Jan Farrell, 38 Briarhurst Drive, Tonawanda, NY, 14150 ~ 834-9889
July 27 – Circle Meeting at Bernie’s – Bernie Steinkirchner, 129 Coventry Rd, Kenmore, NY, 14217 ~ 877-3640
August 24 – Circle Meeting at Sally’s – Sally Grove, 414 Southwood Avenue., Tonawanda, NY, 14223 ~ 875-2304
September 14 – Business Meeting (Labor Day is September 7, the first Monday of the month)

Happy Birthday to:
June 2 -- Carol Scoma
June 10 – Lillian Domagalla
June 15 -- Kathy Reitz
June 17 – Shirley Spriegel
June 24 – Janet Kuebler
June 28 -- Robi Witulski
July 2 – Jan Farrell
July 14 -- Elizabeth Kerchner
July 28 – Barbara Canazzi
July 30 – Sally Grove
August 1 – Valerie Gordon
August 9 – Celeste Zachritz
August 15 – Mary Lynn Kresge
September 4 – Pat Zimmerman
September 10 -- Barbara McGovern
September 12 - Marion Reo
September 20 - Diane Ball
September 22 - Mariann Scoma

Hope your day is SUNNY and
FABULOUS!!!
Stella Niagara Retreat – Carolyn Bongi is taking reservations for our next retreat at The Center of Renewal on
October 30 thru November 1, 2015. A twenty-six dollar deposit holds your space, with the balance of $100 due in
October.
Raffle Quilt – We looked at past raffle tickets and discovered that they say "Quilt Drawing." This should dispel any
concerns regarding the rules for selling 'raffle' tickets for longer than six months.

Library Display We have the opportunity to do a window display at the Kenmore Library and have asked to have
the space for a month prior to the quilt show, from September 1 to October 3, 2016 We will need someone or two to
set up the display. Any volunteers?
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Mystery Quilt The mystery quilt project is done! Here are photos of the mysteries, solved!

Beginner Mystery Quilt by Janet.
Intermediate by Marti.
Intermediate by Mariann Scoma.

Advanced Mystery Quilt by Linda.

Intermediate by Mary Lynn.

Intermediate Mystery Quilt by
Reggie.
Advanced by Pat McDonald.

Intermediate by Marcia.
It is really interesting to see how people chose their colors and to see them all done together. This was a lot of fun and
it would be great to do again! Thanks to the Program Committee for setting this up.

A (kind of a long) message from Jan Farrell It has been a great year of sewing and quilting. I have so much
fun with all of you, the people who like the same things I like, and who are so giving of yourselves, ready to jump in
and help wherever you are needed. I am not surprised anymore when you put up your hand to say you'll do
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something, or when you help someone out who needs it. Sometimes I sit at Circle and just watch all of you jumping in
to help each other and I am so happy to be with a group of women who are so generous, with hearts wide open.
You have helped me so much in the past year; my confidence as a quilter has grown exponentially. I started using
leaders and enders this year. I first heard about them at a Stella Niagara retreat from Jenifer and had to have it
explained to me .... but Linda Swanekamp talked about it so much that I HAD to start doing it. It is really helpful a lot of
the time. I now have strips of sewn-together blocks hanging from a clip on the side of my bookshelf, waiting for
enough 'friends' to join them to make a quilt. Thanks Jenifer and Linda!
I learned this year that you can cut up scraps with the June Taylor cutting ruler - the one with the slits in it every half
inch. I never really liked all the work of cutting up scraps to a particular size until Linda asked me, after hearing me
complain, if I used my June Taylor ruler to do it. So I went home and tried it. It works great. Wrinkles are smoothed
out and the fabric is held flat while you cut, and you can cut a bunch out with one ruler positioning. I now LOVE to cut
out scraps. If you don't, give them to me! It is fun to do while sitting at my sewing table watching TV.
And my dear friend Merriejann showed me her Mantelli rotary cutter and I ordered one. It is the BEST THING EVER!
You can cut sitting down for hours and it doesn't tire your shoulders and neck. If I could afford it, I would buy you all
one. They come in right and left-handed positions. They are a bit tricky to take apart to change the blade. There is
only one piece that has to come off to change it, but it has a little tab that you push down and slide. I had changed my
blade successfully a few times, so I helped Merriejann change hers. I pushed down the tab and slid it with my superhuman strength, and the little clear plastic piece shot straight across Merriejann's sewing room and hid under a piece
of furniture for several months. Sigh. I felt badly, but was glad to get the phone call that the lost was found. So buy
one, but I recommend you change the blade in a contained environment!
I went to the appliqué workshop that Denise from Auntie's Attic taught for the guild. I was feeling very rebellious that
day, hassled with a bunch of other projects I needed to get done, and almost regretting signing up for it. I didn't really
like the style of the banner either. My compromise was to go to the workshop and work on other projects. But I
watched other people change the pattern to their liking; Barbara Barone made this fabulous interpretation of flowers
and leaves that was just wild; Marcia made hers much shorter than the pattern called for and I really liked it; and the
colors used by most everyone, not the same as the demo piece, made me so happy. So I am learning that it's OK to
make it my own, and in fact that is the fun of it.
I found out that the NYS Quilting Consortium is a big deal. I went to the meeting that we hosted with the Amherst
Guild back in 2013, but I was pretty new to the whole guild arena and didn't really appreciate what was going on. This
spring I went to the consortium meeting in Webster with Cathy Chamberlin, Linda, and Marti. It was loads of fun, really
interesting, and, as I discovered, a huge resource. Thanks Cathy, for being our representative, traveling so far, and
bringing back pertinent information.
Another thing I have learned from all of you is to actually use my stash and not buy more and more and more. It's not
that I don't buy fabric, because, let's face it, fabric is like nourishment for my soul, and I need to acquire more of it. But
over the years, it's been like I've been buying more and more boxes of new crayons and not wanting to use them.
Now that I type that, I realize I was that way as a kid. In fact, I have a perfectly new box of Crayola 64s in a collectable
tin that is untouched. Excuse me while I go break some.
OK, I'm back. I just couldn't break any, but I did color with some and 'ruin' the perfect points. Wow, this philosophizing
is really good for me! Anyway, to get back to business, I cut out TWO batik quilts and only bought one 2 yard piece for
a background color. I've even been looking at my boxes of quilting fabric, sweater boxes which are sorted by color,
and thinking that I should make a pink quilt, or a black quilt or a red quilt because that particular box is overflowing.
There were even shop hops that I didn't participate in, and sales that I missed. So you can trust me when I say there
has been a paradigm shift over here!
So thank you, all of you, for sewing with me and letting drop little bits of wisdom that you don't even know you have.
I've learned and grown a lot this year -- quilting-wise -- and it's all because of you! ~Jan

Gold Star Quilts Show and Tell
We think we have most of the gold star quilts photographed. Because there are so many, we won't try to put them in
this newsletter, but when we can this summer, we will put them up on the web site. I (Jan) will send out an email and
let you know when they are up for you to admire.

May Show and Tell We will try to send out a supplemental newsletter for last month (May) with the show and tell
photos. I have some new tools in the photo/newsletter toolbox. You'll see it in your inbox when it's done!
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Mojo Doll Challenge What is mojo, exactly? The best definition that I saw is that It is that bit of spirit that may
seem magical and that allows someone to be very effective and successful. It can be carried in an object, talisman, or
amulet. So for you to make a mojo doll you have to decide what part of you has that bit of magic that makes you
creative and allows you to make quilts, and then represent it in the doll. You need your mojo to make a mojo doll!
Here is a link to the challenge online: http://www.quiltershomemag.com/content_downloads/QHMP-101100dolls_web-v5.pdf The instructions I handed out at the meeting are on the next page. Email me if you can't figure our
how to get the pattern from the web page, but you should be able to print JUST page 76.

Have you ever been stuck? Not able to decide what to do? In a creative rut? Lost your mojo? Well, there is a solution! If
you create a Mojo doll, when you are in that static state, you can contemplate the doll (and maybe shake it a little) to help
unblock your creativity and get your mojo back!
The challenge is simple. Use the pattern attached to make a doll out of any fabric you like, decorate it in any way you like,
using whatever you like, to make your own Mojo Doll.
This was originally a challenge sponsored by Quilters Home Magazine. You can see the results of their challenge by
searching Mojo Doll on google, or wait until the newsletter comes out where we will post a clickable link.
You have a year to work on these... due at the June 2016 party, and must be available to be displayed at the 2016 quilt show.
We'll judge them as a guild at the party, and the winner will be the one with the most votes. Can't wait to see what you do!
Stuffed Finished Size: 6" x 9"
Supplies
Lightweight fabrics: 1 piece @ 11" x 16" or 2 pieces at 8" x 11"
Stuffing
Embellishments
About this doll
Choose fabric and embellishments according to the intent of your Mojo Doll. Is she casting a spell? Is she a good luck
fetish? Maybe she's an amulet, stuffed with something special or meaningful. Or is she a coquette? Maybe she simply
needs to let loose and have a little fun!
Fabric
Most lightweight fabrics will work for this doll, including knits, silks and metallics. If using one that frays, stabilize it with
a lightweight fusible before stitching.
Embellishments
Drawn, painted or embroidered elements are easier to do before sewing and stuffing. Piping, Rick-rack and other suck trims
inserted between the frond and back of the doll are best basted before sewing. Clothing and other accessories are done after
sewing and stuffing is complete.
Stuffing
A stuffing that you may already have on hand is leftover batting that you can tear into little pieces. Other possible stuffing
materials include fiberfill or plastic pellets found and craft stores and ground walnut shells found at pet shops.
Stitching the doll
Center the pattern on the wrong side of one of the fabrics and pin in place. Trace around pattern, making sure you mark the
two dots. Remove the pattern. With right sides together, pin the two fabrics together. With a short stitch length, sew
around doll leaving an opening between the dots. Backstitch at beginning and end of stitching.
Cut out the doll, leaving about one-eighth to one-quarter inch seam allowance. Using very small scissors or snips, clip
almost to the stitching line on each concave curve.
Carefully turn your Mojo Doll right side out. Use a blunt tool to poke out the corners. Start filling your doll's head, move to
the arms and then the legs and then fill the body. If using pellets or shells, hold the doll upside down. (Duh.)
Use a slip stitch and doubled thread to hand stitch the bottom opening closed. Your Mojo Doll is ready for dressing and
decorating!
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Show and Tell

Eileen is holding up a table-runner that she has been
working on for a while. Wonderful finish. Looks
gorgeous!

This was made by Celeste and is embellished with
buttons.

Mary Lynn also finished a paper pieced project from
a class she took a while back

Heather is holding up one of two train quilts made by
Merriejann.

Editors: Pat McDonald and
Mary K. finished this quilt for her newest
granddaughter. So sweet.

Jan Farrell
Yes! Pat was here!
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