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Tawa Rugby Football Club  

Weekly News 12 April  2017 
 

We did it ς and a five pointer as well!! The Allan & Murray Mexted Cup is back with Tawa. Real shame the Prem 
Reserve game got bumped to Redwood, as they also had another win.  
 
It was a great evening with plenty of action after the game. With the handover of the Mexted Cup, we were fortunate 
to have Murray on hand to deliver a few words of his usual 
encouragement and some history of the Club. Of interest is 
that Murray told the supporters of the massive job the 
Volunteers of the day did of realigning the creek from a 
diagonal path to the field perimeter. Imagine the hoops we 
would have to jump through today to even think about that! 
The old Kiwi άŎŀƴ Řƻέ attitude.  
 
We also had Chris Boyd deliver a eulogy with reference to Bill 
Richardson who recently passed away. Bill was an Old Stalwart 
of the Club who, with Rhys Barlow and Murray Mexted and 
others, set about getting Tawa Rugby Club into the Senior 
Competition. The legacy lives on.  
 
We then moved on to two Premier players receiving a tie from 
their Captain, TJ. A momentous occasion for Tamati Hauraki-
Tyrell and Yuta Kojima. 50 starts was acknowledged for Tavita 
Logovae. 
 
The highlight of the evening was Matt Treeby being presented 
his 100 Jacket at the Clubrooms. aŀǘǘΩs Dad Dave, was called 
up to place the Jacket on his {ƻƴΩǎ shoulders. A very cool moment to witness.  

 
I was privileged to call up Levi Finau to address the crowd with an 
update on his Son tƘƛƭƭƛǇΩǎ condition after a horror motor accident 
a few weeks ago in Hawkes Bay. Levi played for Wellington and 
Tawa and thanked both Clubs for their support and messages etc. 
Phillip has been transferred to Wellington Hospital. 
 
Friday night saw another win by the Hurricanes. Always a concern 
when any team goes out to such a score so early in the game. And 
so it became a race against time to end in front. The Canes always 
deserved to win, and did so.  
 
While discussing the Sevens on the weekend, it was suggested that 
the rest of the World has caught up with NZ. I disagreed ς they 
have moved forward and we remain stagnant in a άIƻƭŘƛƴƎ 
tŀǘǘŜǊƴέ going nowhere. It will be interesting to see if our new 
Coach can turn round our fortunes.  
 
Heaps of Motor Racing on the weekend, starting with the 
Supercars from Tasmania. Race 3 on Saturday had possibly the 

worst carnage I have ever seen with the race eventually being nulled from a points perspective. Sunday's race had less 
rain with the two Kiwis, Fabian Coulthard and Scott MacLaughlin taking 1st & 2nd in blue badges with Jamie Whincup 
3rd in a Holden. Now readers are possibly aware that I am not a blue badge fan, or a Dick Johnson fan, but I do 
acknowledge Dick WƻƘƴǎƻƴΩǎ tenacity. Dick has had a horrendous number of years during which blue badge set him 
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loose, but Dick stuck with the marque. Now, with his association with Penske, Dick is 
realising the success that has eluded him on a consistent basis. As a matter of interest, I 
have a model of the first car Dick raced ς an FJ Holden.  
 
Formula 1 was in China this weekend. My man Lewis Hamilton won with Sebastian Vettel 
2nd and Max Verstappen 3rd. Max is the future of Formula 1 racing.  
 
After leading the larger part of the Long Beach Indy Car race, Scott Dixon came in 4th. Can't  
help but feel that the Team race strategy was not quite on to it. Same happened to 
Hamilton in Melbourne. However, a deserved win by Hinchcliff.  
 
This weekend we host Norths at home along with a heap of Old Timers coming home for the 
70th Year celebration of this great Club.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

Grassroots Rugby will feature Tawa 

Rugby Club versus Axemen this 

Thursday 13th at 7:30 pm on Sky Sport 1.  
 

 

 

 

Managers Needed 

 

We have three teams who are in need of an amazing person who can help with 

the organization of their teams. Prem Reserves, Colts and the WomanΩǎ teams 

would be really grateful if some volunteers could step forward and help out.   

No experience necessary.  

 

Please contact Fats 021 448 279 if you are interested in being part of the team. 

 

Upcoming Games  

  Date Opponent Location Time 

Premier 15 April 2017 Norths Lyndhurst Park 2.45pm 

Premier Reserve 15 April 2017 Norths Lyndhurst Park 1.00pm 

First Grade 15 April 2017 Johnsonville Newlands 1.00pm 

85s 15 April 2017 Eastbourne Redwood Park 1.00pm 

Woman 15 April 2017 Petone  Redwood Park 11.30am 

Presidents 15 April 2017 Norths Lyndhurst Park 11.30am 

     

Allan G. Davidson 

Club President 
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 Premier 

Opponent:  Wellington                  Location:   Lyndhurst Park 

Date of Game:  8 April 2017     Final Score:  Tawa 45 WGTN 8 

Point Scorers: F Nofoaiga(2)K Hauiti-Parapara,S Robinson,B Lam,S Paongo J So'oialo(Tries)J So'oialo(5)(Con) 
Player of Day: Telea Seumanutafa 
Coach:   Doug Fletcher,Shaun Treeby & Vice Saletele 

Manager:  Collen & Greg Stanbridge 

 

Match Report:  

Round 4 of the Swindale Shield and the Axemen 

of Wellington visited Lyndhurst Park to take on a 

desperate home team. Up for grabs the Murray & 

Alan Mexted Cup and valuable points to gain first 

round glory and a spot in the prestigious Jubilee 

Cup competition.  

After a stormy week were Noahs trading 

Company ran out of arcs, the game day dawned 

fine and still so perfect conditions for an open 

entertaining match. Despite several defections 

due to injuries and family events Tawa would still 

manage to field a powerful looking lineup. 

Tavita Logovae (in his 50th start for the Prems) 

lead out the home side on to the hallowed turf 

and the boys looks ready for a big performance.  

It was soon evident the boys were fired up and 

focussed on the match ahead. 

It would take 17 minutes for Tawa to score and from a Ben Lam break and our classy little half back Kemara Hauiti-

Parapara(NZ U 20 Rep) in great support would dot down for the first try. Jame's So'oialo raised the flags from close 

range Tawa 7 Wgtn 0.  

23 minutes - Hilton Mexted(Wgtn Full back- and son of the great Tawa & All Black no 8 Murray) would kick a penalty 

Tawa 7 Wgtn 3. 25 minutes- from a well-executed cross kick from James and the flying Faraimo Nofoaiga plucks down 

the ball and raced over to score a sensational try. The goal posts pierced by the Samoan Super Boot (AKA James)  

Tawa 14 Wgtn 3.  

30 minutes - a rampant Tawa and James finishes off after several phases on attack. The kick off target Tawa 19 Wgtn 3 

39 minutes - After Kemara is shown the yellow card the Axemen take advantage and the Wellington pivot and Buller 

rep Penijamini Nabanivalu sliced 

through the Tawa defence and Sam 

Tuala(ex Tawa player) on hand to 

score. Mexted not successful ( and this 

would cost Tawas God Father & Patron 

Paul Mac-$400 in the pick the score at 

Clockwork Gold) Half time Tawa 19 

Wgtn 8.  

So a high paced and entertaining first 

40 minutes with a promise of more to 

follow after the break. An early sin bin 

to Wgtn centre Olly Sapsford allowed 
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Tawa to strike.  

50 minutes-A superb run by Tawa's left win Sharn 

Robinson and a chip ahead and chase to the ball and wins 

the touch down close to the dead ball line (like a Bernie 

Fraser special at Athletic Park in the eighties) James 

conversion flagged away Tawa 24 Wgtn 8.  

56 minutes Pepesana Patafilo steps and that spells trouble 

for the Wgtn defence and Ben Lam in the clear and that is 

good night nurse and the Hurricane flashes into score. 

James on target Tawa 31 Wgtn 8.  

68 minutes - Faraimo crawls over the try line like a rabbit 

in his burrow and after a quick consultation by Ref Nick 

Hogan with the assistant ref the try is awarded. James nails 

the extras and now Tawa 38 Wgtn 8.  

73 minutes Sitiveni Paongo(prop) with a side step a Fijian 

7s player would be proud of wrong foots the last line of 

defence to score under the sticks James converts and Final score is Tawa 45 Wellington 8.  

So an emphatic victory on the scoreboard but the Axemen played their part in a bruising and exciting match. So the 

beers & barrels would taste so much sweeter but still many more tough battles to follow.  

Back to the club rooms and some special tributes of contrasting emotions. Matt Treeby receives his blazer (from his 

Dad Dave) for his 100th start the previous week vs Ories.  

Murray Mexted presents the trophy in his and his brother Alan's name to Tawa captain TJ 

Fermanis. We drink a toast and a moments silence for a Former Tawa man Bill Wrightson 

(RIP).  

Levi Finau delivers a beautiful speech (from the heart)about his love for the Tawa Rugby 

Family and a prayer for his son Philip(former Tawa player) whom is recovering in hospital 

after a recent car accident.  

So next up a special weekend with Tawa celebrating its 70th Anniversary and its Old Timers 

day and a local derby as Norhts will travel the short distance from Poririua. The Sammy 

Saili trophy at stake and local bragging rights.  

You would be crazy to miss his bl ock buster See you all at Lyndhurst next Saturday Tavita 
Proud and Delighted Tawa Fanatic 
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 Premier  Reserve  

Opponent:  Wellington                  Location:   Redwood Park 

Date of Game:  8 April 2017     Final Score:  Tawa 43 WGTN 31 

Point Scorers: Tyrone Tanuvasa, Aaron Arthur (2), Andy Faiaoga (2), Levi Faamau,  Alfred Pelenise (4) Con 
Yellow Cards : Grant Penno, Lorenzo Lolosio 
Player of Day: Aaron Arthur 
Coach:   Thomas George & Alfred Pelenise 

Manager:  Shane Coburn 

 

Match Report:  

Thanks to Mother Nature we were 

transferred from leafy Lyndhurst to 

bushless Redwood Park.  

We were a bit slow out of the starting 

blocks with Wellington scoring first, with 

easy try under the posts. However, we 

replied with a quick try.  

Wellington thought it was a game of 

force back as they scored minutes after, 

so we played them at their own game 

with our second try.  

We soon settled into things and the forwards stepped up to the plate. We scrummed them 

off their own balls and scored trys off the back of the scrum and gaining crucial tight heads 

which lead to quick hands and trys being scored to our backs.  

Old Timers Day came early for us with Alfred Pelenise leading the troops around the park and 

getting easy conversions in front and missing side conversions.  

Credit to the Axemen for not giving up and closing the gap in the score.  The game was played 

in very high spirits.  

Arron Arthur was a stand out with his sniping runs and connecting with the forwards and 

backs.  

Special mention goes to our massive forward pack, possibly the heaviest forward pack in 

wellington Premier Reserve  rugby, who worked tirelessly all game. 

Bring on next week with the battle of the bridge.  

Chur Chur  

  

Thomas George 
Premier Reserve Coach 


