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XXxI Sunday in Ordinary Time 
OCTOBER 31, 2021 

  
*1st Reading: Dt 6:2-6  *Ps 18; 2-4, 47, 51  

*2nd Reading: Heb 7; 23-28 * Mk 12: 28b-34 
 

Jesus came to fulfill the Law and invited his listeners 
to love and forgive others despite their hatred and 
rejection.  The first reading contains the creedal 
statement of faith of the Israelites.  Though brief, it 
resembles our weekly profession of faith during the 
Eucharistic celebration. In the Second Reading, the 
author of the letter to the Hebrews presents Jesus 
as the high priest surpassing the Levitical priests 
who had to offer sacrifice multiple times for their sins 
and the sins of the people. Christ made the offering 
of himself once for all and, since he lives forever, 
can continue to make intercession for us. In the 
Gospel, Jesus saw in the scribe who questioned 
him someone worthy of the kingdom of God.  Jesus 
sees beyond appearances, into the depth of the 
hearts capable of loving others despite their 
experiences of hurt and rejection. As the Psalm 
proclaims, the Lord is our strength, our rock, our 
fortress, and our deliverer. What is the difference 
between one’s fidelity to the Law and the 
commandments and following Christ as missionary 
disciples on the path of forgiveness and love? How 
can we identify Christ as both priest and victim of 
our life? 
 

 
 
 
 

XXXI Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario 
Jesus vino para completar la Ley e invito a sus 
oyentes a caminar por la senda de amor y 
misericordia que trascienden la Ley. Se nos 
presenta, la declaración de fe de los Israelitas que 
aunque breve, se asemeja a la profesión de fe que 
hacemos cada domingo en la celebración 
Eucarística (primera lectura). El autor de la carta a 
los Hebreos, nos presenta a Jesus como el sumo 
sacerdote que supera a quienes ofrecían sacrificios 
por sus pecados y los del pueblo; Jesus supera el 
sacerdocio Levítico, para ofrecerse a sí mismo 
como víctima sacrificada que intercede por 
nosotros (segunda lectura). En el Evangelio, Jesus 
revela en el encuentro con el escriba a alguien 
capaz de entrar en el Reino de Dios. Jesus no mira 
las apariencias, como nosotros; Jesus mira el 
corazón de aquellos que son capaces de amar y 
perdonar a pesar de sus experiencias de 
sufrimiento o rechazo. Como hoy se canta en el 
Salmo Responsorial, el Senor es nuestra fuerza, 
nuestro refugio y nuestro libertador. Cuál es la 
diferencia entre nuestra fidelidad a los 
mandamientos de la Ley de Dios y la entrega a 
crecer como discípulos misioneros, portavoces del 
amor y misericordia de Dios? Como podemos 
identificar a Cristo como sacerdote y víctima de 
nuestra vida?  
 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS 
30 SAT:   Mass: 5:00 pm: (+Jimmy Ivey) 
31 SUN:   Misa: 7:30 am: (+ Jose Ramirez Castrejon)  
     Mass:  9:30 am:  (+Michael Wilson) 
     Misa:   11:30 am:  For the people 

 
READINGS OF THE 31ST WEEK 

1 MON:  ALL SAINTS 
       Rv 7:2-4, 9-14; Ps 24: 1-6; 1 Jn 3:1-3; Mt 5: 1-12a 
    
 2 TUE:  ALL SOULS DAY [+ All our faithful departed] 
 Mass at Noon (English) and 7:00 pm (Spanish) 
       Wis 3:1-9; Ps 23: 1-6; Rom 5: 5-11; Jn 6: 37-40 

 
3 WED:   Saint Martin de Porres, Religious 
        Rom 13: 8-10; Ps 112: 1b-2, 4-5, 9; Lk 14: 25-33 
(+Jared Castro Areli & Castro Juan Chavez Ramirez) 

  
4 THU:  Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop 
        Rom 14: 7-12; Ps 27: 1bcde,4,13-14; Lk 15: 1-10 
 (+ Connie Munden) 

 
5 FRI:  Weekday (31) [First Friday] 
        Rom 15: 14-21; Ps 98: 1-4; Lk 16: 1-8 
 (+ Maria de la Luz Hernandez) 

 
6 SAT:  Weekday [31] 
         Rom 16: 3-9, 22-27; Ps 145: 2-5, 10-11; Lk 9-15  
     



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PARISH FINANCIAL RECORD 
XXX Sunday Offertory; October 24, 2021 

1st Collection:  $ 3,272.00 
2nd Collection:  $ 1,712.00 

Total:     $ 4,984.00 
[Last Year: $ 4,134.75] 

 
We thank you all for your contributions. Please, 
remember to send your offertory envelop weekly or 
monthly or give online. www.stfrancisdesalescatholic.org 

 
SOCIAL MINISTRY/ MINISTERIO SOCIAL 
Donations of nonperishables for the month of OCTOBER 
totaled 67 pounds.  Thank you for your continued support. 
Las donaciones de productos no perecederos para el 
mes de OCTUBRE totalizaron 67 libras. Gracias por sus 
generosas donaciones. 

 
Interested in Joining the Handbell Choir? 
If you are interested in joining the hand bell choir, new 

members are welcome and the next practice will be Nov 

16, at 6:30 pm in the Social Hall.  We will learn new songs 

for the Advent season and hope to perform before a 

Mass on the 3rd Sunday of Advent. Please register by 

following the link below so we can plan accordingly. 

https://forms.gle/1XUYmttR5ysSBaP8A  

Si está interesado en unirse al coro de campanas de 

mano, los nuevos miembros son bienvenidos y la 

próxima práctica será el 16 de noviembre a las 6:30 pm 

en el salón social. Aprenderemos nuevas canciones para 

la temporada de Adviento y esperamos tocar antes de la 

misa el tercer domingo de Adviento. Regístrese 

siguiendo el enlace a continuación para que podamos 

planificar en consecuencia. 

https://forms.gle/1XUYmttR5ysSBaP8A 

 
WORLD MISSION SUNDAY  
 2nd Collection October 24, 2021 
THANK YOU for your generous response to the 
collection for the Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
last weekend on World Mission Sunday.  Our parish 
raised $1,712.00. You may stay connected year-round to 
the Pope’s missions, continuing the commitment of World 
Mission Sunday, by visiting MISSIO.org. 
 
EL DOMINGO MUNDIAL DE LAS MISIONES  
2a Colección 24 de octubre de 2021 
GRACIAS por su generoso aporte a la colecta para la 
Sociedad para la Propagación de la Fe que se llevó a 
cabo durante el fin de semana pasado, el Domingo 
Mundial de las Misiones. Nuestra parroquia recaudo 
$1,712.00. Puede permanecer conectado todo el ano a 
las misiones del Papa, manteniendo el compromiso del 
Domingo Mundial de las Misiones, visitando MISSIO.org. 

 
STATEMENT ON COVID SECURITY PROTOCOLS  
To best combat the current pandemic the following 
measures are in effect at St. Francis de Sales: 

• Face Coverings are optional.  

• Social Distancing will be available in a 
designated section of the church.  Inquire with 
Ushers and they will direct to designated area 

• Hand sanitizer and masks available at the 
entrances of the church.  

• Sanitizing of seats, chairs, and pews between 
Masses will continue.  

• We will continue to receive Eucharist 
Communion under one Species (The Body of 
Christ). 

We hope the continuation of these safety protocols will 
encourage all of our parish members to return back to the 
presence of the Holy Eucharist soon. Please contact the 
parish office with any questions. Thank you.  
 
DECLARACIÓN DE  PROTOCOLOS DE SEGURIDAD 
DE COVID 
Para combatir mejor la pandemia actual, las siguientes 
medidas están en vigor en St. Francis de Sales: 

• Las cubiertas faciales / mascara serán 
opcionales. 

• Distanciamiento social será disponible en área 
designada de la iglesia. Consulte con los ujieres 
y ellos lo dirigirán al área designada. 

• Desinfectante de manos y mascarillas 
disponibles en las entradas de la iglesia. 

• Continuará la desinfección de asientos, sillas y 
bancas entre misas. Continuaremos recibiendo 
la Comunión Eucarística bajo una Especie (El 
Cuerpo de Cristo). 

Esperamos que la continuación de estos protocolos de 
seguridad anime a todos los miembros de nuestra 
parroquia a regresar pronto a la presencia de la Sagrada 
Eucaristía. Por favor Comuníquese con la oficina 
parroquial si tiene alguna pregunta.  Gracias.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stfrancisdesalescatholic.org/
https://forms.gle/1XUYmttR5ysSBaP8A
https://forms.gle/1XUYmttR5ysSBaP8A


 

VOCATION AWARENESS WEEK (Nov 7th – 13th) 
All parishioners are invited and encouraged to pray for 
our young people to come to know what Christ is calling 
them to do.  Let us also pray this Vocations Awareness 
Week that one man in the Diocese will be moved to say, 
“yes” to serve Christ. 
We have scheduled to host Zoom meetings from 7:00 – 
8:00 pm, Monday – Friday this week to support this 
initiative.  We have Special guests joining each night. 
YOU MUST provide your email address in order to 
receive the Zoom Link that will grant you access to these 
live Zoom sessions each week.  Each night we will start 
with a short prayer, hear from the guest speakers, 
provide question & answer period for you to engage with 
the guests and then close with a prayer.  Please follow 
the link here to register and attend via Zoom: 
https://forms.gle/w3qSf94tqUetCKuq8  
 
SEMANA DE CONOCIMIENTO VOCACIONAL 
(7 al 13 de noviembre) 
Todos los feligreses están invitados y animados a orar 
para que nuestros jóvenes lleguen a saber lo que Cristo 
los está llamando a hacer. Oremos también en esta 
Semana de Concienciación Vocacional para que un 
hombre de la Diócesis se sienta movido a decir “sí” para 
servir a Cristo. 
Hemos programado realizar reuniones de Zoom de 7:00 
a 8:00 pm, de lunes a viernes esta semana para apoyar 
esta iniciativa. Tenemos invitados especiales que se 
unen cada noche. USTED DEBE proporcionar su 
dirección de correo electrónico para recibir el enlace de 
Zoom que le otorgará acceso a estas sesiones de Zoom 
en vivo cada semana. Cada noche comenzaremos con 
una breve oración, escucharemos a los oradores 
invitados, brindaremos un período de preguntas y 
respuestas para que se relacione con los invitados y 
luego cerraremos con una oración. Siga el enlace aquí 
para registrarse y asistir a través de Zoom: 
https://forms.gle/w3qSf94tqUetCKuq8 
 
PART TIME JOB OPPORTUNITY: NEEDED!!! 
Administrative Assistant for Church office 
St. Francis de Sales is in need of an Administrative 
Assistant.  This is a part time job (20 hours a week). 
Applicants must be literate in computer use, especially 
with Microsoft Word & Excel. Hire will be responsible for 
facilitating communications within the church office and 
fielding interactions with the public. Duties include 
answering phone calls, publishing the weekly bulletin, 
updating & scheduling events in our parish calendar, and 

providing support to our priest.  Ability to speak and write 
in both English and Spanish is preferred. Contact Fr. 
Zacharie if you are interested. 

 
OPORTUNIDAD DE TRABAJO A TIEMPO PARCIAL: 
¡¡¡SE NECESITA !!! 
Asistente administrativo para la oficina de la Iglesia 
San Francisco de Sales necesita un asistente 
administrativo. Este es un trabajo a tiempo parcial (20 
horas a la semana). Los solicitantes deben saber leer y 
escribir en el uso de computadoras, especialmente con 
Microsoft Word y Excel. Hire será responsable de facilitar 
las comunicaciones dentro de la oficina de la iglesia y de 
interactuar con el público. Los deberes incluyen 
contestar llamadas telefónicas, publicar el boletín 
semanal, actualizar y programar eventos en nuestro 
calendario parroquial y brindar apoyo a nuestro 
sacerdote. Se prefiere la habilidad de hablar y escribir 
tanto en inglés como en español.  Póngase en contacto 
con el P. Zacharie si está interesado. 
 

 
 
An All Hallows Eve Holy Hour 
The Knights of Columbus will host an event for the parish; 
an All Hallows Eve Holy Hour on Sunday, October 31st 
from 3:00 – 5:00 pm.  All are invited to join us in the 
church for a Holy Hour.  We will pray the rosary for 
Respect Life Month, and adore Jesus with exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament. Refreshments and socializing in 
the social hall will be available for all guests. Free 
rosaries will be distributed to all who attend and children 
are invited to come dressed in a costume of their 
favorite saint.  
 
Una hora santa de la víspera de todos los santos 
Caballeros de Colón organizará un evento para la 
parroquia; Una Hora Santa de Todos los Santos el 
domingo 31 de octubre de 3:00 a 5:00 pm. Todos están 
invitados a unirse a nosotros en la iglesia para una Hora 
Santa. Rezaremos el rosario por el Mes del Respeto a la 
Vida y adoraremos a Jesús con la exposición del 
Santísimo Sacramento. Los refrigerios y la socialización 
en el salón social estarán disponibles para todos los 
huéspedes. Se distribuirán rosarios gratuitos a todos los 
que asistan y se invita a los niños a venir vestidos con el 
traje de su santo favorito. 

 

 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/w3qSf94tqUetCKuq8
https://forms.gle/w3qSf94tqUetCKuq8


Local Events within our Diocese 

• NEW Called and Chosen Workshops - 3rd 
Sunday of each month from 2:00 - 5:00 pm 
at 632 Laurel Hill Rd, Chapel Hill, NC 
27514, for persons interested in learning 
about the Catholic faith from any or no faith 
tradition. Make an invitation to someone who 
is searching for hope and meaning in Jesus 
Christ. Register for November 21. 

• A Conversation with Fr. A. Gerard Jordan about 
Ministry and Evangelization of African 
Ancestry Catholics at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Raleigh - November 6 - 10:00 am - 
noon. Download Flyer 

• Life and Challenges of Fr. Tolton, Lecture on 
the first Black American priest in the United 
States with Fr. A. Gerard Jordan at St. 
Michael Catholic Church in Cary - November 
6 

• Ignited by Truth - April 9, 2022 - 7:00 - 8:30 pm 

Family Formation Resources 

• Partnering with Parents Webinars by NFCYM 

• Bridging the Generational Divide - 
October 26 - 2:00 pm 

• Creating Family Mission Statements - 
November 3 - 2:00 pm 

• Live Training and Networking for Catechists, 
Facilitators and Parish Leaders with the 
Archdiocese of Atlanta to support one 
another, view upcoming lessons, share 
insights, address challenges and explore 
best practices for family faith formation - 
October 26, 2021 at 2:00 pm or 7:00 pm 
- Zoom link 

• Resources for Putting Parents First During the 
Catechetical Year article by Joe Paprocki 

• Keys to Reaching Overwhelmed Parents article 
by Vibrant Faith 

• Articles from Lifelong Faith: 

• Fashioning Faith Formation around the 
Faith Journeys of People 

• How People Learn Today 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  PRAYER REQUESTS 
Your prayers are requested for 
the following parishioner prayer 
list / Se solicitan sus oraciones 
para la siguiente lista de 
oración de feligreses: 

 
Tony Blackwell, Jose Ramires Castrejon, Sandra 
Rodriguez, Alane Walters, Lydia Yarborough, Juanita 
Mishoe, Carolyn Onorato, Richard Onorato, David & 
Rhonda Martin, Noelia Powell, Richard Geibert, Dr. 
Jerry Devine,  Renete Cortez, Lupita Flores Castellano. 
 
Recently Departed/Recientemente Fallecido: 
Mary Caliendo; Marina Rojo Labra 
 
Remember also in your prayers all those affected by the 
Coronavirus around the world. 

 
 

Sacramental Celebrations 
Congratulations & Welcome to recently Baptized 

Paul Jackson Johnson on Sept 5, 2021 
Jairo David Perez Miranda on Sept 5, 2021 

DhayaFlor Brutus on Sept 26, 2021 
Aylen Baltazar Vazquez on Sept 26, 2021  

Daniel Castro Vega on Oct 9, 2021 
Scheduled Baptisms at 9:30 Mass/Oct 31, 2021: 

Thomas Hayes Pittman  
Rosalie Anne Pittman  

 
Birthday Column /Cumpleaños 

Happy Birthday to all  celebrating  birthdays this week/ 
Feliz Cumpleaños a todos los que celebran cumpleaños 

en esta semana! 10/31st – 11/6th 
 

Nicholas Byrd, Karen Livermore, Autumn Stanley, 
Carolina Guzman, Sherlyn Poingue, 

 

 
 

Feliz aniversario del matrimonio para ADALITH 
ENSALDO FLORES y ISMAEL SOTO TOLENTINO 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001w2eHmFykuXz9w2MJ8uHKgs9f3KwX8ulZPiZKdyL2XVD_vKwoiQzHkaknLBAzURsFdWjoCE8IdIgGI5Hw6jcHesWXwMN9RhKddG8DhJRVthO0CFV3Ww4xMe6c2_X9ewbXf15uZkUTDYLgBfDDZtkg-GmparTnnGMQ&c=gUKVPleAtViD_nu2W4E3NebnQcyfU4yMT0O4dSY6xkv5rakRxTBu9A==&ch=DxyZNvQH22gaABBineFdyIBAeTtP1ktJpi-E0ed5pXooYaGSQqM10g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001w2eHmFykuXz9w2MJ8uHKgs9f3KwX8ulZPiZKdyL2XVD_vKwoiQzHkaknLBAzURsF5jHdgDXz6wjQsxw0nLSwt2bqAoNWeF8h4yP61CxmLQsxbq45NgJgol8dF2MnMcH44bD8hspsf6B2Dy4lXLTuAja6cFzQrerl&c=gUKVPleAtViD_nu2W4E3NebnQcyfU4yMT0O4dSY6xkv5rakRxTBu9A==&ch=DxyZNvQH22gaABBineFdyIBAeTtP1ktJpi-E0ed5pXooYaGSQqM10g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001w2eHmFykuXz9w2MJ8uHKgs9f3KwX8ulZPiZKdyL2XVD_vKwoiQzHkaknLBAzURsFaWSIT0OJ5aq1ppkG8iTjQStbVIRtn1u3AvOnZuQLOd5jMhh8okK9mBqlIoqMmLqWZmCn8FRsI0fuFb1GFkOQjg8w3N9rlkgYh775L5pFpxFGN7uq00ztysdodSB9uMSKU1YzNH1Ad20cILsB6rDxNiJ4xdo1-NvEROLi8mQHZUuRbyXasK7nM3pTbMK7Hti2&c=gUKVPleAtViD_nu2W4E3NebnQcyfU4yMT0O4dSY6xkv5rakRxTBu9A==&ch=DxyZNvQH22gaABBineFdyIBAeTtP1ktJpi-E0ed5pXooYaGSQqM10g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001w2eHmFykuXz9w2MJ8uHKgs9f3KwX8ulZPiZKdyL2XVD_vKwoiQzHkaknLBAzURsFaWSIT0OJ5aq1ppkG8iTjQStbVIRtn1u3AvOnZuQLOd5jMhh8okK9mBqlIoqMmLqWZmCn8FRsI0fuFb1GFkOQjg8w3N9rlkgYh775L5pFpxFGN7uq00ztysdodSB9uMSKU1YzNH1Ad20cILsB6rDxNiJ4xdo1-NvEROLi8mQHZUuRbyXasK7nM3pTbMK7Hti2&c=gUKVPleAtViD_nu2W4E3NebnQcyfU4yMT0O4dSY6xkv5rakRxTBu9A==&ch=DxyZNvQH22gaABBineFdyIBAeTtP1ktJpi-E0ed5pXooYaGSQqM10g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001w2eHmFykuXz9w2MJ8uHKgs9f3KwX8ulZPiZKdyL2XVD_vKwoiQzHkaknLBAzURsFaWSIT0OJ5aq1ppkG8iTjQStbVIRtn1u3AvOnZuQLOd5jMhh8okK9mBqlIoqMmLqWZmCn8FRsI0fuFb1GFkOQjg8w3N9rlkgYh775L5pFpxFGN7uq00ztysdodSB9uMSKU1YzNH1Ad20cILsB6rDxNiJ4xdo1-NvEROLi8mQHZUuRbyXasK7nM3pTbMK7Hti2&c=gUKVPleAtViD_nu2W4E3NebnQcyfU4yMT0O4dSY6xkv5rakRxTBu9A==&ch=DxyZNvQH22gaABBineFdyIBAeTtP1ktJpi-E0ed5pXooYaGSQqM10g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001w2eHmFykuXz9w2MJ8uHKgs9f3KwX8ulZPiZKdyL2XVD_vKwoiQzHkaknLBAzURsFBrCF82u4EAKQsQTmWbQF1S1Sirn02VHWqco5r0HFbPzKIo2EYPgi122AhgTYi5R3WYkDa7truwfhB9vFCxzzfzKi3G2hG7Vu2wdSAFssYbJ-DMLnli9bNji7-_ncUcTmArBoke7UhFzj4b5lEn_gjKQCZ6p3rBfcJzRV9-E8uyg=&c=gUKVPleAtViD_nu2W4E3NebnQcyfU4yMT0O4dSY6xkv5rakRxTBu9A==&ch=DxyZNvQH22gaABBineFdyIBAeTtP1ktJpi-E0ed5pXooYaGSQqM10g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001w2eHmFykuXz9w2MJ8uHKgs9f3KwX8ulZPiZKdyL2XVD_vKwoiQzHkaknLBAzURsF7YSGRimrFWNARYpz-WjaujQFxFoOQHTv3xE6qh_lmBW_F9WDLrKaBm81uiHX45QaW-r5fIskNgnZsBbwGClNPC9yMnQyanPulKnY9T2ehfjT1LaaNFZsjUZ-TvqO6xhyqw21XEHaa0a5Z1T8O6cr4fgZ2Ue5Gh1eHu77BiGw1i8=&c=gUKVPleAtViD_nu2W4E3NebnQcyfU4yMT0O4dSY6xkv5rakRxTBu9A==&ch=DxyZNvQH22gaABBineFdyIBAeTtP1ktJpi-E0ed5pXooYaGSQqM10g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001w2eHmFykuXz9w2MJ8uHKgs9f3KwX8ulZPiZKdyL2XVD_vKwoiQzHkSaVzFfXDVzPJ4mvBsbgL-KVAClStKXPOcAiRwmT4TgcMGeWpqDDizK0J5UR6ComQELlzNmO3B7pkGZUcsOyhyY-J2Y_DYPJvA==&c=gUKVPleAtViD_nu2W4E3NebnQcyfU4yMT0O4dSY6xkv5rakRxTBu9A==&ch=DxyZNvQH22gaABBineFdyIBAeTtP1ktJpi-E0ed5pXooYaGSQqM10g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001w2eHmFykuXz9w2MJ8uHKgs9f3KwX8ulZPiZKdyL2XVD_vKwoiQzHkaknLBAzURsFBWuaS4LrqQgyA0dGYjeuqP6Ec4syUpde4EBWRIa0J6SC1Ho1dByiXnkTRm9lgA5RUb-ft2uNvqpC9V8twGk3DVOoGaftO9iuvXA__FaUYjtx5cnGNEtFCbkmkKFRka0mX9-BRU1lvsXR3Cv5WMwZnQ-pdFPYf6jTcmQHYA7v4XcrA7Hoi_R8gQ==&c=gUKVPleAtViD_nu2W4E3NebnQcyfU4yMT0O4dSY6xkv5rakRxTBu9A==&ch=DxyZNvQH22gaABBineFdyIBAeTtP1ktJpi-E0ed5pXooYaGSQqM10g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001w2eHmFykuXz9w2MJ8uHKgs9f3KwX8ulZPiZKdyL2XVD_vKwoiQzHkaknLBAzURsF8MOsQrz5cgDxu4-uY-Cs_ruSJ2VIR_IHjpOCJJNqMRPH7I3jo74QyhQwUzQ_6B5BMOaqX1D2puR5-kM8ZOWnhbLqbY6aNzlT4Bss6HFkSH4TH9ssME8fG74Xr-CQavERNsVrYyDsgcRJYigj52TNq_mlnHt8DGyu4sap-FDKgqzTd4YerhrS92fZ-xo0NMLQ&c=gUKVPleAtViD_nu2W4E3NebnQcyfU4yMT0O4dSY6xkv5rakRxTBu9A==&ch=DxyZNvQH22gaABBineFdyIBAeTtP1ktJpi-E0ed5pXooYaGSQqM10g==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001w2eHmFykuXz9w2MJ8uHKgs9f3KwX8ulZPiZKdyL2XVD_vKwoiQzHkaknLBAzURsF8FARMacFEZyVzrXYhy7jn_Z92bQxqwBP00AU3Oe4OSIo1w3GWC9HcmQC9-Lnmio8aZ903-skPQKmx6os7dPB69EP80RqotaPV2_UoAy7SuwqlclVs2zZhA==&c=gUKVPleAtViD_nu2W4E3NebnQcyfU4yMT0O4dSY6xkv5rakRxTBu9A==&ch=DxyZNvQH22gaABBineFdyIBAeTtP1ktJpi-E0ed5pXooYaGSQqM10g==
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Questions to Ponder after 

Reading the Bishop's Letter:  

 

• Who first told you about Jesus? 

• How did you come to know Jesus as a friend 

or savior? 

• When did you become a follower of Jesus? 

• In what ways have you felt the empathy and 

love of Jesus? 

• What are times you remember actively living 

your faith in Jesus? 

• Who have you encouraged others to 

encounter Jesus? 

• How can you design a faith formation 

program/process to encourage moments of 

encounter, empathy and love of Jesus? 

• What could be done in your faith formation 

program/process to encourage an active 

living faith in Jesus? 

 

 
November Reflection from Dr. Jerry Devine 
 

 

Martín de Porres Velázquez OP (9 December 1579 – 3 
November 1639) was a Peruvian lay brother of the 
Dominican Order (OP for Order of Preachers) who was 
beatified in 1837 by Pope Gregory XVI and canonized in 

1962 by Pope John XXIII. He is the patron saint of mixed-
race people, barbers, innkeepers, public health workers, 
and all those seeking racial harmony. He is also 
commemorated in the Calendar of Saints of the Church 
of England. He was noted for his work on behalf of the 
poor, establishing an orphanage and a children's hospital. 
He maintained an austere lifestyle, which included fasting 
and abstaining from meat. Among the many miracles 
attributed to him were those of levitation, bilocation, 
miraculous knowledge, instantaneous cures, and an 
ability to communicate with animals. Martin was born in 
the city of Lima, Peru on 9 December 1579. He was the 
illegitimate son of a Spanish nobleman, Don Juan de 
Porras y de la Peña, and Ana Velázquez, a freed slave 
of African and Native descent. He had a sister named 
Juana de Porres, born two years later in 1581. After the 
birth of his sister, the father abandoned the family. Ana 
Velázquez supported her children by taking in laundry. 
He grew up in poverty and, when his mother could not 
support him, was sent to a primary school for two years, 
and then placed with a barber/surgeon to learn the 
medical arts. He spent hours of the night in prayer, a 
practice which increased as he grew older. 

Under Peruvian law in those days, descendants of 
Africans and Native Americans were barred from 
becoming full members of religious orders. The only 
route open to Martin was to ask the Dominicans of Holy 
Rosary Priory in Lima to accept him as a "donado", a 
volunteer who performed menial tasks in the monastery 
in return for the privilege of wearing the habit and living 
with the religious community. At the age of 15 he asked 
for admission to the Dominican Convent of the Rosary in 
Lima and was received first as a servant boy, and as his 
duties grew he was promoted to almoner who distributed 
money and charity to the poor. 

Martin continued to practice his old trades of barbering 
and healing and was said to have performed many 
miraculous cures. He also took on kitchen work, laundry, 
and cleaning. After eight years at Holy Rosary, the prior 
Juan de Lorenzana decided to turn a blind eye to the law 
and permit Martin to take his vows as a member of the 
Third Order of Saint Dominic. Holy Rosary was home to 
300 men, not all of whom accepted the decision of De 
Lorenzana: one of the novices called Martin a "mulatto 
dog", while one of the priests mocked him for being 
illegitimate and descended from slaves. When Martin 
was 24, he was allowed to profess religious vows as a 
Dominican lay brother in 1603. He is said to have several 
times refused this elevation in status, and he never 
became a priest. It is said that when his convent was in 
debt, he implored them: "I am only a poor mulatto, sell 
me." When Martin was 34, after he had been given the 
religious habit of a lay brother, he was assigned to the 
infirmary, where he was placed in charge and would 
remain in service until his death at the age of 59. He was 
known for his care of the sick. His superiors saw in him 
the virtues necessary to exercise unfailing patience in 
this difficult role. It was not long before miracles were 
attributed to him. Martin also cared for the sick outside 
his convent, often bringing them healing with only a 
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simple glass of water. He ministered without distinction 
to Spanish nobles and to slaves recently brought from 
Africa. One day an aged beggar, covered with ulcers and 
almost naked, stretched out his hand, and Martin took 
him to his own bed. One of his brethren reproved him. 
Martin replied: "Compassion, my dear Brother, is 
preferable to cleanliness." 

When an epidemic struck Lima, there were in this single 
Convent of the Rosary 60 friars who were sick, many of 
them novices in a distant and locked section of the 
convent, separated from the professed. Martin is said to 
have passed through the locked doors to care for them, 
a phenomenon which was reported in the residence more 
than once. The professed, too, saw him suddenly beside 
them without the doors having been opened. Martin 
continued to transport the sick to the convent until the 
provincial superior, alarmed by the contagion threatening 
the friars, forbade him to continue to do so. His sister, 
who lived in the country, offered her house to lodge those 
whom the residence of the religious could not hold. One 
day he found on the street a poor Indian, bleeding to 
death from a dagger wound, and took him to his own 
room until he could transport him to his sister's hospice. 
The prior, when he heard of this, reprimanded him for 
disobedience. He was extremely edified, however, by 
Martin’s reply: "Forgive my error, and please instruct me, 
for I did not know that the precept of obedience took 
precedence over that of charity." The prior gave him 
liberty thereafter to follow his inspirations in the exercise 
of mercy. 

Martin begged for alms to procure necessities the 
convent could not provide, and was able to feed 160 poor 
persons every day, and distributed a remarkable sum of 
money every week to the indigent. Side by side with his 
daily work in the kitchen, laundry and infirmary, Martin's 
life is said to have reflected extraordinary gifts: ecstasies 
that lifted him into the air, light filling the room where he 
prayed, bilocation, miraculous knowledge, instantaneous 
cures and a remarkable rapport with animals. He founded 
a residence for orphans and abandoned children in the 
city of Lima. 

By the time he died, on 3 November 1639, he had won 
the affection and respect of many of his fellow 
Dominicans as well as a host of people outside the priory. 
Word of his miracles had made him known as a saint 
throughout the region. As his body was displayed to allow 
the people of the city to pay their respects, each person 
snipped a tiny piece of his habit to keep as a relic. It is 
said that three habits were taken from the body. His body 
was then interred in the grounds of the monastery. After 
Brother Martin died, the miracles and graces received 
when he was invoked multiplied in such profusion that his 
body was exhumed after 25 years and said to be found 
intact. Pope Gregory XVI beatified Martin de Porres on 
29 October 1837, and nearly 125 years later, Pope John 
XXIII canonized him in Rome on 6 May 1962. 

Martin de Porres is often depicted as a young mixed-race 
friar wearing the old habit of the Dominican lay brother, a 
black scapular and capuce (hood and cape), along with 
a broom, since he considered all work to be sacred no 
matter how menial. He is sometimes shown with a dog, 
a cat and a mouse eating in peace from the same dish. 
Inadvertently, St. Martin has proven to be an unusually 
versatile saint, indeed. When I was growing up there was 
a nearby parish composed of mostly Italian-American 
communicants which had a statue of the Sicilian Saint 
Benedict the Moor. In time, the demographics of the 
parish changed from mostly Italian to that of a majority 
Hispanic population. Saint Benedict was easily 
embraced and venerated by the new parishioners as 
Saint Martin de Porres. As to how the prayers were 
answered and the intercessions were arranged are 
questions I will gladly leave to the theologians and the 
Powers of Heaven. 

 


