Charged: at this time you are formally charged
with a violation of the law. This starts the process
that follows.
Preliminary Arraignment: here, you will be
in front of a District Court Judge. The Judge
will tell you what crimes with which you
have been charged. The Judge will also set
your bail.

Preliminary Hearing: this is generally your
second court appearance in the local District
Court. It is advised that you have an attorney
before this date. At the Preliminary Hearing, the
prosecution must show the Judge that it is more
likely than not a crime was committed and more
likely than not that you committed the crime.

Formal Arraignment: this is your first
appearance in the Court of Common Pleas.
Someone from the court system will read you
the charges held over from the Preliminary
Hearing.

Schedule Your Trial
Date: after speaking with
your attorney, if you
decide to take your case
to trial, this date serves to
let the court know, and to
schedule the date on

Trial
Date

Trial: a trial can be in front of a judge or a jury.
Your attorney should guide you on the pros
and cons of each choice. If a jury is picked,
those people will decide if you are guilty or not
guilty after hearing all of the evidence. If the
judge or jury finds you guilty, the next step is

Appeal: after Sentencing, if there was some
legal flaw with the guilty plea, trial, sentencing,
or other process, you and your attorney may
decide to file an timely appeal.

Guilty Plea: after your
attorney has negotiated
with the prosecutor, and
you wish is enter a guilty
plea, the Judge will
accept your guilty plea on
this date. Generally, if you
plead guilty, you will be
sentenced on this date.
(Skip to Sentencing)

Sentencing: if you pled guilty or a judge or jury
found you guilty, this phase is where the Judge
will tell you the punishment for the crime.

