Who Were the Wise Men?
By Eric Woolery
It is the glory of God to conceal a thing; but the honor of kings
is to search out a matter. (Proverbs 25:2 IV/KJV)
There are several “clues” in the accounts of Matthew 3 (IV)
[Matthew 2 KJV] and Luke 2 (IV/KJV) for answers to our
questions. Let’s explore what the scriptures have to say about the
wise men and their visit to the Christ child. There is sufficient
evidence to suggest that the “wise men” did not visit Jesus at
Bethlehem in the stable, but rather in Nazareth at the house of
Joseph and Mary.
In the third chapter of Matthew, we find the account of “wise
men” who came following a star they saw in the east, to see the
Christ child. There has been much speculation about who they
were and where they came from. Were there only three, or were
there more? We generally speculate there were only three
because three gifts were given. One question that has been asked
is, “How did they know about the child?” They obviously had
some knowledge and understanding of the purpose for his birth.
Who would have this kind of prophetic knowledge and spiritual
understanding? What reason would they have for traveling a
very long distance just to see a newborn baby, unless his birth
had special meaning? What is the significance of the star, and
how did they know to follow it?

Obviously, the wise men were not known to Herod
or any of his court. When the men inquired of Herod about
Jesus, Herod was troubled and all Jerusalem with him.
(Matthew 3:3 IV) [Matthew 2:3 KJV] Herod, when he had
gathered all the chief priests, and scribes of the people together, he
demanded of them where Christ should be born? And they said
unto him, In Bethlehem of Judea: for thus it is written by the
prophet. (Matthew 3:4-5 IV) [Matthew 2:4-5 KJV] From this
account we would assume Jesus was at Bethlehem and had
possibly just been born.
After conferring with the chief priests and scribes, Herod had
the wise men brought to him privately and inquired diligently
what time the star appeared. Following this meeting, Herod sent
them to Bethlehem to search diligently for the young child, and
when they had found him, to bring back word so he could come
and worship him also. (Matthew 3:7-8 IV)
[Matthew 2:7-8 KJV] After they had listened to Herod, they left
and continued to follow the star which they saw in the east. They
followed it until it came and stood over where the young child
was. (Matthew 3:9 IV) [Matthew 2:9 KJV] They entered into the
house and saw the young child with his mother, Mary, and then
fell down and worshiped him while opening their gifts or
treasures of gold, frankincense and myrrh. (Matthew 3:11 IV)
[Matthew 2:11 KJV]
Before they left, the wise men were warned by God in a dream
not to return to Herod. After they departed, Joseph was told by
the angel of the Lord in a dream to, Arise and take the young
child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until
I bring thee word; for Herod will seek the young child to destroy

him. When he arose, he took the young child, and his mother by
night, and departed into Egypt. (Matthew 3:13 IV) [Matthew 2:13
KJV] When Herod realized the wise men were not coming back,
he was very angry and sent soldiers to kill “all the children that
were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years
old and under, according to the time which he had diligently
inquired of the wise men.” (Matthew 3:16 IV) [Matthew 2:16
KJV] Why only two years old and under?
Luke 2:21-22 (IV/KJV) tells us that on the eighth day after his
birth, he was circumcised and given the name of Jesus. Mary was
considered impure and unable to enter the temple until 40 days
after she had delivered Jesus. Therefore, Joseph and Mary could
not take Jesus to the temple to present him to the Lord until after
the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were
accomplished. (Refer to Leviticus 12 IV/KJV) After the blessing of
Jesus by Simeon and the performing of all things according to the
law of the Lord (Luke 2:39 IV/KJV) in the temple, Joseph and
Mary returned to Nazareth. If the wise men had come to
Bethlehem to the stable to see Jesus, none of the aforementioned
activities at the Jerusalem temple would have taken place, because
God told Joseph and Mary to flee to Egypt immediately after the
wise men left. According to the scriptures referenced, the wise
men would have gone to Nazareth to see Jesus, the young child.
The star led them to Jerusalem and then to Nazareth, where the
Christ child was.
It is the glory of God to conceal a thing; but the honor of kings is
to search out a matter. (Proverbs 25:2 IV/KJV)

