“I loosened it!”  


That was always our joking response 



to needing help opening a jar in my family growing up.  

For it is hard to say, 


“I lack the finger, hand, or grip strength to open this jar, 



even after trying every trick I know, 



and still I am too weak.  




Can you help me?”  

We didn't listen to Jesus' beatitudes of being blessed for being weak, 


nor did we want to spend much time dwelling on our weaknesses.

Unfortunately for the nine disciples' pride, 


there was plenty of time to dwell upon their weakness.  

We see the disciples repeating Israel's mistakes of the past again 


almost step by step 



just like they did with Moses.  


Just like after the Exodus from Egypt, 



the disciples have been given power by God 



and have been able to heal and drive out demons.  


Moses again is up on the mountain top 



and the people are left at the base of the mountain.  


Just as happened before when Moses was on the mountaintop, 



the people started to function by their own rules and guidelines, 




trying to figure out this faith as the church on their own.  



The first time they made a golden calf.  



This time they tried to drive a demon out of a boy 




and suddenly find themselves unable to do so.

I am not sure of the exact timing, 


but I do know that it takes a car 40 minutes to drive down the mountain 



where the transfiguration was believed to have happened, 


assuming no one gets car sick on the way down.  

But however long Jesus was up on the mountain, 


by the time he returns, 



all of the 9 remaining disciples 




have had a crack at the boy with the demon possession 




and the boy is still a danger to himself.

Despite at least 9 rounds of failure, 


we should notice the faith of the boy's father.  

He immediately goes to Jesus and says, 


“Lord, have mercy on my son.”  

His first reaction is not deep despair, 


but a driving knowledge that even if the church can not handle it, 



Jesus is not the church, 



Jesus is more than the church.  

The people of God have powers and abilities, 


but they are only a shadow of what Jesus himself has.  

So he goes to Jesus 


and asks for his help 


and explains the situation.

Jesus' first reaction is to teach and admonish.  


Who are the unbelieving and perverse generation 



that Jesus is teaching and  admonishing?  


The levels are many.  



The disciples are candidates, 



as is the crowd of Israelites gathered and watching, 



as is the church throughout the ages, 



and humanity in general.  

We are seeing the opposite end of the spectrum of the mountaintop experience.  


Where Jesus' Father says, 



“This is my Son, 



whom I love, 




listen to him.”  


Here we have another father saying, 



“This is my son, 



whom I love, 




do something for him.”  

Dale Bruner asks the question, 


“What does it say about the disciples and our human nature,



that when faced with a chance to make a difference, 




we are so ready to prove ourselves, 



that we will try and do so 




without waiting for Jesus?”  


We expect Jesus to just rubber stamp it after the fact.  

The boys father 

and the boy have been suffering for awhile, 


what is the worst that would happen if they said, 



“Just wait a day and Jesus should be back?”

They don't, 


and again 


we see Jesus weighing whether or not we are ready for him to go to Jerusalem.  

Have we missed the point?  


We want to have all of the benefits of Jesus, 



without the person of Jesus meddling with our lives.  


The disciples 


and we ourselves need to learn that Jesus 



and the benefits of Jesus 




are a package deal.  



You can't have one without the other.  

Jesus then heals the boy, 


the father and son leave rejoicing, 

and then we get to the main point of this story.  


“Why were we unable? 


Why couldn't we drive it out?  

That is how we learn best, 


isn't it?  



Through failure.  

When we fail, 


we now have a deeper desire to know how everything works 


and what we need to do to improve. 

If we get it right by chance the first time, 


we won't bother to figure out how to fix it. 

I have a slew of illustrations to pick from, 


from climbing to automotive care, 



for much of my life has followed a guess and check procedure.  

But at this point, 


I am feeling fairly competent on lawnmower maintenance.  



I can change the pull start, 




spark plugs, 




fuel line, 




blade, 




and air filter.  

But last spring, 


I pulled the mower out 



and despite doing all of those things, 


the mower still would not start.  

I finally emptied out the fuel, 


walked all the way to the gas station, 


filled it up, 


and it started up.  



I then mowed my grass.  

Then the next week, 


the mower would not start again.  

So Mark Maggi took it to Doug Hulk, 


the lawnmower guy to get it fixed.  

It was back the next day.  


What was the problem?  



The fuel can I had been using was 90% water and 10% gas.  


Mowers don't run on water, 



but that 10% gas was enough to give the smell off.  

So when I put gas in from the pump it ran, 


when I put water in from the can, 



my combustible engine just would not start.

The disciples have an equally easy fix.  


Have faith the size of a mustard seed.  

Jesus does not need us to have a huge faith, 


just one the size of the smallest seed.  

But the fact that he chooses a seed over a grain of dust is significant.  


For Jesus has already talked about how this seed can grow to the size of a tree.  



But there just needs to be that starting point for Jesus to work from.

Our follow up question would be, 


“Faith in what?”  

To which the context of the passage 


would lead us to have faith that Jesus is the Messiah 



he and scripture claim him as, 


that the Messiah can accomplish all that he is supposed to by laying down his life, 



by serving.  

In the counseling I do 

and the conflict that arises in my personal life, 


this lack of faith is at the root of most of the issues.  

We don't believe God can handle it 


and are ready to step in and handle it for him.  

We don't believe that God's way will work 


and choose the world's way instead.  

We don't use forgiveness, reconciliation, love, mercy or grace to solve issues, 


we use rightness, shame, debt, and repayment to deal with the issues.  

In this case, 


at the bottom of the mountain,

the disciples were using past experience 


and expecting the same results.  

God empowered us to heal before 


so he has to empower us to heal always and forever.  

This is false thinking.  

A lie.  


For we are not the saviors, 



Jesus is the savior, 



the rescuer.  


He is the one who does the healing in the first place.  

He often blesses us and works through us.  


But it is never the power residing in us that allows this to happen.  


It is the power of Christ that allows this to happen.

Jesus makes us a promise that nothing will be impossible for us, 


but it is conditioned on us having a small amount of faith 


or trust in him.  

There are two things to hold before ourselves in this promise.  


It is not how hard 


or how deeply we believe that Jesus can do what we are asking him to do, 



it is that we do believe.  

Tom Wright explains this with the illustration of a window on a house and the moon.  


He says, 

“If the moon is east of your house, 


and your window is on the west side of your house, 



you will not see the moon, 




no matter how big your window.  

But if the moon is on the east side a


nd your window is on the east side, 



you will be able to see the moon, 




no matter if you have a picture window 




or a porthole to look out.  


So calling out to the correct resource is important.  

When we do call to the correct source, 


everything is available to us.  


Nothing is impossible, 



because we have Jesus, 




the maker of heaven and earth.  

But before you bring up your laundry list of unanswered prayer requests, 


we need to hold our mountaintop experience alongside of valley experience.  

On the mountain, 


our one command that we were to do 



is to listen to Jesus.  

Now in the valley, 


we are told that nothing will be impossible.  

These two statements do not stand apart.  


Rather they are dependent upon each other.  

When we listen to Jesus, 

when Jesus is leading and directing each step of our process, 


nothing will be impossible.  

At the same time, 


if you are like me, 



you get the destination 



and then take off on your own, 




you will be like the disciples and the epileptic boy.  


“Jesus, 



you told us to heal, 



so we tried healing 




and were unable to do anything.”  

Jesus' response will be, 


“Did you listen to me?”  



Were we doing it together 



or were you working by yourself?  




The difference is drastic.

The reason we need Jesus 


is that our faith is a relationship,



 not a ritual 



or a list of procedures.  

We have tried that method in so many ways and variations 


and it keeps up ending in despair.  

But when it is via relationships that we live out our faith, 


every day is new, 


life is fresh, 



and we find ourselves more and more dependent on Jesus than ourselves.  

We soon find that we are no longer the boss of our lives, 


but Jesus is, 


or to use his formal job title, 



“Lord of our lives.”  


But we also find that we are serving more,


laying down our life more, 


willing to endure the cost of others mistakes and short-comings, 



because Jesus has already paid for ours.  

As we do so, 


we find that we are able to do more, 

until the point at which we find that anything Jesus tells us to do, 


we are able to do.

I would encourage you to tell someone else  today


about the time you found yourself doing what is only possible because of God.  

My call and tenure here is one of those stories, 


I know that our prayer time together has hundreds of stories 



that reinforce this point, 


so does your life .  

You just need to share it 


and it could be the difference in someone's ability to believe or not, f

or our God can use a simple story to change a persons life, 


for nothing is impossible with God.

I have started the conversation, 


now you should be able to open it.
