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Overview
ÅGeneral Overview of Alcoholic Beverage 

Regulatory Scheme

ÅThe Three Tier System

ÅNew state legislation including local 
government reporting alcohol citations to 
DOR

ÅHow does DOR measure distances?

ÅBYOB

ÅQ & A



Twenty -First Amendment

Å ά{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ мΦThe eighteenth article of 
amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States is hereby repealed. 
Section 2.The transportation or 
importation into any State, Territory, 
or possession of the United States 
for delivery or use there in of 
intoxicating liquors, in violation of 
the laws thereof, is hereby 
prohibited.

Å Section 3.This article shall be 
inoperative unless it shall have been 
ratified as an amendment to the 
Constitution by conventions in the 
several States, as provided in the 
Constitution, within seven years from 
the date of the submission hereof to 
the States by the Congress.έ

www.wikipedia.org



Official Code of Georgia Annotated 
Section 3-3-2

1) The manufacturing, distributing, and selling by wholesale or retail of alcoholic 
beverages shall not be conducted in any county or incorporated municipality of 
this state without a permit or license from the governing authority of the county 
or municipality.

2) Each local governing authority is given discretionary powers within the guidelines 
of due process to grant or refuse, suspend or revoke alcohol licenses.

3) The following due process guidelines must be provided:

a) The governing authority must set forth ascertainable standards in the local 
licensing ordinance upon which all decisions pertaining to alcohol are based;

b) All decisions approving, denying, suspending, or revoking alcohol licenses 
shall be in writing, with the reasons stated, and shall be mailed or delivered to the 
applicant; and

c) Upon timely application, any applicant aggrieved by the decision of the 
governing authority shall be afforded a hearing with an opportunity to present 
evidence and cross-examine opposing witnesses.



There are more 
than 665 
separate 
licensing 
jurisdictions in 
Georgia 



The Three Tier System

for Alcohol Distribution



REGULATE

1. to control or direct by a rule, principle, 
method, etc. 

2. to adjust to some standard or requirement, as 
amount, degree, etc.

3. to adjust so as to ensure accuracy of 
operation. 

4. to put in good order.


