EpiIToR’s NOTE: Brian has been studying Greenland paddles
and paddling for a long time.

Last spring, when he was on the east coast visiting his
mother, he attended the Traditional Inuit Paddlers of

the Southeast’s symposium
in Aiken, South Carolina.

TRADITIONAL | NUIT PADDLERS
OF THE SOUTHEAST

by Brian Hunter

Traditional Inuit Paddlers
of the Southeast (TIPS) is

an annual kayak gathering that brings Greenland Style paddling to the southeastern United States. N ovice to
expert paddlers get together to learn and teach paddling strokes, maneuvers and rolling techniques, and to
appreciate the ingenuity of the type of
equipment used for thousands of years by
Greenland hunters.

BRIAN 'S REPORT. On May 15-17, 2015,

| attended the 2 " Annual Traditional Inuit
Paddlers of the Southeast (TIPS) retreat
near Columbia, South Carolina. Itwas a
Qajaq USA event featuring two exceptional
and world renown Greenland style paddlers,
Chris Crowhurst and Dubside.

Uncle Dave, a Qajag USA volunteer, brought
six skin -on-frame gajaqgs, about a dozen
Greenland paddles and several different
sizes of tuilik (“doo -ee-leek”), which are Inuit

style spray skirts with a hood and arms.

Qajaq USA is an organization dedicated to preserving some
of the traditions and techniques used by the Inuit, and to
raise awareness about the roots of the paddling activity

that many enjoy: www.gajaqusa.org

Also provided were several avataq
(“av-ah-tock”), the sealskin flotation

This gear was from the Qajaq USA
collection; it travels to different Inuit
style events around the United States.
The participants were encouraged to try
all the different equipment and received
instruction on their proper fit and use.

bladders that are attached to a harpoon.
There were even some harpoons.
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http://www.qajaqusa.org

is under the harpoon-hidden on the far side of this paddier.

=1 There were classes in using the
8 Greenland style paddle, often called a
“stick,” and many other subjects.

Harpoon throwing was one of them.

Norsags are also used in-severalvariations of emergency rolls.

o

One of the instructors, Chris Crowhurst,
said in his blog, “ | liked how TIPS
de-emphasized rolling and provided
opportunities for forward stroke
development, maneuvering, harpoon
throwing, ropes and paddle making,
as well as presentations on history,
Greenland competition, etc.

This really allowed the attendees to
get a rounded view of Greenland style kayaking.”

The instruction by Chris, Dubside and
Uncle Dave was truly excellent; every
participant | spoke to was thrilled with the
training and learned new skills or
improved existing ones.

~In th'sis"’,'picturerybh can see the harpoon-
in the air and the norsag inthe-paddler's right hand..

But rolling is a life -or-death skill for hunters in

the symposium. There were classes on the many
different types of Inuit rolls from beginner to
= advanced “combat” rolls.
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Dubside [no last name] travels all
over the US to demonstrate rolling,
and the rope gymnastics that are
used to teach rolling skills  where the
water is too cold to practice  them in
the ocean, and he competes in and
judges rolling contests in Greenland.

He’s amazing; check out a rolling
exhibition: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?

v=i_8Lh6ldWng l
Or a rope demonstration: https:// e 1!, _,_._-_...a-ii R 1
www.youtube.com/watch? g DubS|dedem0r-l“ngt |
v=URONCEFjKO0j0 ‘ . \ropegymnastl SIMU ]

| | Both mornings of the event started with yoga
for gajaqing. It was the first time many of us
(including me) had ever tried it.

After those two session | am convinced that
yoga can improve gajaqing skills by stretching

and strengthening the muscles used in paddling.
| believe it is especially useful for rolling gajags.
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There were 21 participants at the second annual TIPS
from all around the US, and one from Mexico who was a German citizen.
Skill levels varied from novice to those performing rolls with a brick in one hand.

We all went away feeling grateful for the new paddlers
we met and the skills we learned or improved.
Many of us will cross paths again at other Qajaq USA paddle events.

Early morning serenity
at Aiken, South Carolina
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