Northshore Journal

Garage, Rummage,
& Yard Sales
List your sale in the
Northshore Journal.
25 words for ONLY $10.00!

MOVING / GARAGE SALE: May 13 & 14, 9am5pm. 42 Aiken Circle, Silver Bay. Furniture, Beer &
Glassware Collectibles, Kitchenware, Electronices
& Lots More!
HUGE GARAGE SALE: Saturday, May 14, 9am1pm. 225 3rd Ave, Two Harbors. “Another Sale by
Mary”

CLASSIFIED ADS
AA MEETINGS: MONDAYS, 7:30 PM,
Clair Nelson Center in Finland.
TUESDAYS, 7:30 PM, Sychar Lutheran
Church, Silver Bay, MN. 218-226-3914 or
218-353-7340

----------------------------------------------Group Living with Anxiety and Depression (GLAD) , a confidential peer support
group, is online (zoom) second and fourth
Mondays at 6:30 pm. Contact North Shore
Mental Health Group on Facebook or
email: nsmentalhealth@gmail.com.

----------------------------------------------Nail Care and Blood Pressure Clinic
When: May 19 | 9 am - 3 pm (3rd Thurs.
each month)
Where: NSAP | 36 Shopping Center, Silver Bay
Who: Services for older adults 60+. We
are unable to offer nail care to individuals
with certain health conditions such as diabetes.
Details: Free blood pressure checks-drop
in between 9 and 3. Nail care by appointment only-please schedule a time by calling Keri at 218-353-1449. NEW: choose
one of our fun, spring colors and get your
nails painted!

----------------------------------------------$500 Reward
CINDY HUSEBY PROPERTIES
218-220-7684
Buying • Selling • Rental
Rentals
SILVER BAY:
•Available July 10th.. 2 BR, 1 BA basement.
Total remodel! Granite counters. Clean!
Clean! Short/long term great for traveling
nurses & contractors. $1,400/mo.
•2 BR, 1 BA in country on Airport Rd,
beautiful, HUGE fully furnished (just bring
your toothbrush). All utilities, lawn and
snow removal included. $1,600/mo.
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The Long Way Home
By Steve Fernlund
Multiple Connections
In 1994 the actor
Kevin Bacon spawned
the notion of "six degrees of separation", a
concept which posits
that any two people on
Earth are six or fewer acquaintance links apart.
I'm kinda interested in
people when I meet
them, and often mention
folks I know who might have some connection
with them, usually geographic. So here's a riff
on some of those experiences.
Before Kevin Bacon was in “Footloose” on
the big screen, I was vacationing on a Florida
beach with the Bohunk and our kids. A guy sat
down in the chaise next to me while poolside
and conversation ensued. As we divulged our
residences, he told me he was from Boston, but
had been to visit a childhood friend who had
moved to Minneapolis . I mentioned that a good
friend of mine (dyed in the wool Sox fan) was
from Boston. Wouldn't ya know? His friend was
my friend.
After moving back to Cook County in 2017 I
was working for a hardware store in Lutsen. A
customer wrote a check and I noticed his phone
number had an Omaha, NE area code. “So you're
from Omaha,” I said. “I have some family in
Omaha that was in the commercial construction
business. The name is Borchman.” Turns out
that in his high school years he hung out with
my cousins Jerry and Dutch, and still saw them
on occasion.
In my 2018 hospital stay in Mayo, almost three
weeks and seven roommates passed and I had a
few of those degree of separation encounters.
Very early the morning following the 12 hours
of surgery, I received my first ever blood transfusion in the semi darkness of my room. A tall,
slender guy was doing the honors for me, and
conversation ensued, quietly since my roommate was sleeping. Turns out he had a vacation
cabin on the North Shore near Judge Magney
State Park, not a handful of miles from my home.
When I'd been in hospital long enough to pass
the threshold of sanity I was visited by a hospital volunteer who would rub lotion in my hands
and forearms to get me back on the right side.
Conversation ensued.

Told where Grand Marais was, she said that
she'd only been as far north as Crosslake, MN.
As we talked it turned out that her daughter and
family lived on the east end of Fawn Lake, the
northern border of my Grandpa's farm.
The connections continued when one of my
roommates and I were chatting on his first day
(that stay) in hospital. He was a retired technology entrepreneur who founded a company called
Datakey in the 1970s. When he found out I was
from Grand Marais, he asked if I knew a guy
named John Koscielak, one of my best friends
here. He'd hired John for his software expertise
back in the day.
Back when car phones were coming on the
scene, I found a newspaper ad that offered phone
and installation for almost half of the going rate
of the phone companies. I made my appointment and brought the car for the deal of a lifetime. A real car phone that didn't break the bank.
The merchant who sold me this was a guy
named Dick Enrico, and his personalized license
plates on a big, black Mercedes proclaimed
“Gweedo.” I was delighted with the purchase.
Had one installed in the Bohunk's car. And referred several people to his shop.
Gweedo was appreciative of the referrals and
we went on to be friends, sharing the occasional
lunch and season tickets for the Timberwolves.
He even got me a fake personalized license plate
that said “Fernie,” giving birth to a nickname
that won't die. A “ranger” from Chisholm, Dick
is what you would expect him to be.
When the phone craze ended, Gweedo went
on to market other products, including remote
engine starters for cars. But he hit on something
big when he started buying and renting out used
fitness equipment and 2nd Wind Fitness Equipment was born. He went on to fame, doing television ads for the business, looking like he never
used the exercise equipment, just sold it. Which
was true.
The other day I had the great pleasure of
speaking to my sixth grade teacher from Centennial Elementary. We spent almost an hour on
the phone. Mel is from Chisholm originally, although Chisholm in his rear view mirror back
in the 60s was happiness for him.
And who was his classmate at Chisholm High?
My friend Gweedo. I never knew.
There are some amazing ways we are all connected. You just have to ask.

Steve Fernlund is a retired business owner, living in Cook County. He was publisher and editor of
the Cook County News Herald in the 1990’s. Got a good Cook County story for him? Let us know.
Call 218-226-3335 or Email: steve.fernlund@gmail.com
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LOCAL RESTAURANT GUIDE
Taproom Hours
•Sun - Thurs: Noon - 9pm
•Fri/Sat: Noon - 10pm
• LIVE MUSIC
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS
• HAPPY HOUR Thurs 4-7
• FOOD TRUCKS Thurs-Sat
17 - 7th Street, Two Harbors
218-834-5800 castledangerbrewery.com

218-226-4142
Eat In • Carry Out • Delivery
Soft Serve Ice Cream
Gluten Free Crust Available

96 Outer Dr., Silver Bay
www.jimmyspizza.com

LEMON WOLF CAFE
Temporarily Closed
until May

NOW OFFERING DELIVERY
Dine-In, Takeout, Curbside, or
online ordering on Facebook

711 MacDonald Ave., Beaver Bay
218-226-7225

----------------------------------------------VanHouse Construction

• Dirtwork • Excavation • Concrete Work
• Home Building & Remodelling

Steve VanHouse
General Contractor
Lic. # 20077107

23 Marks Drive
Silver Bay, MN 55614

Cell: 218.220.1212
House: 218.226.4233

www.northernconsultinganddev.com

OPEN DAILY at
3:00pm
A place to feel comfortable, linger
and be part of a community.

•Homemade Pizza
•Full Bar
•Entertainment

602 1st Ave., Two Harbors • 218-343-5036
www.harborrail.com

9459 County Rd. 7, Finland
• 218-830-0523 • www.trestleinn.com

Open
Open: Thursday 11am - 6pm
Friday - Saturday 11am - 8pm
Sunday 11am - 6pm
Upstairs dining room available for private parties, call to reserve.

Advertise your Restaurant or Bar! Call 218-226-3335 for details.

