Xochitl Espinosa is an independent cooperative developer consultant focused on providing
training and technical assistance to aspiring groups. She is also a co-founder of the lllinois
Worker Cooperative Alliance. Previously, she was the Cooperative Project Manager/Developer
at Telpochcalli Community Education Project, a grassroots organization based in a
predominantly immigrant Latino neighborhood in Chicago where she organized and trained a
group of immigrant women who founded “Las Luciernagas”, a food catering cooperative project.
During this period, she received training from the Center for Workplace Democracy on the
worker-owner enterprise model, including its principles and values. Additionally, she was a 2016
Worker Cooperative Developer Fellow at Democracy at Work Institute (DAWI) where she
expanded her knowledge on cooperative development planning and strategic orientation,
learned from best-practice examples of scaled cooperative development projects, acquired
practical tools, and built relationships with colleagues in the field.

Over the span of her career, she has been involved with several immigrant rights organizations.
Most recently, Xochitl worked as the Program and Operations Manager for the National Alliance
of Latin America and Caribbean Communities (NALACC), currently known as Alianza Americas.
In this role, she worked with organizations both here in the United States and Latin America,
organizing outreach campaigns and leadership trainings among other duties. She also served in
the Peace Corps as a small business development volunteer working with artisan women and
high school students in Benin, West Africa. Xochitl has an advanced degree in international
public service from DePaul University and a diploma in popular education training from
Universidad Antonio Ruiz de Montoya, in Lima, Peru; she has practical knowledge of key issues
relating to community empowerment and economic development, organizing and policy
advocacy.



