In the United States, 


we have an interesting law, 



where you can be arrested for showing someone hospitality.  




Where giving someone in need of a place to rest, 




of food to eat, 




of providing them a place of shelter when they have no where else to go, 



can lead to you being put in jail.  

This law is goes by the name, 


“harboring a fugitive.”  

It works on the premise that you know that they have a warrant for their arrest 


and instead of turning them in, 



you provide shelter 



and help them avoid arrest.  

You knew they were not supposed to be free, 


but you helped to keep them free.

I raise this crime, 


because in our passage today, 

Jesus tells us the same thing.  


If we know that things are not right 


and continue to live as if they are, 



we need to be prepared to face the judgement that comes 




with knowing 




and not doing anything about it.  


If we are unaware that someone has a warrant out for their arrest, 



we can still get into some trouble for taking them in, 


but if we know about the warrant,  



the consequences are much worse.  

Jesus does have consequences in mind for those who did not know him 


and never responded to him, 



as referring to Sodom implies, 




as Sodom faced fire and burning sulfur raining from the sky.  

But it is clear that you are better off not knowing 


and not responding, 

than knowing Jesus 


and still not responding.  

I do not know what is worse than fire and burning sulfur raining down from the sky, 


but what ever it is, 



Hades has it.

Now, unfortunately for all of us in this room today, 


we have heard of Jesus, 



so we do not fall into the Sodom category.  

We are all liable for the worse than Sodom destination.  


So we should all probably want to know what these people did 



and did not do.  


What did Korizan and Bethsaida do 



to receive such a harsh rebuke?  

The answer is a double nothing according to Matthew.  


We have no records in Matthew's gospel 



of Jesus doing anything in Korizan or Bethsaida, 


but we do know that they were in the neighborhood 



where Jesus performed the majority of his ministry.  




Both cities are north of Capernum, 





with Bethsaida on the northern most shore of the Sea of Galilee 





and Korizan is in the hills a few miles further north.  

Using the other gospels 


and some deductive reasoning, 

we see more clearly why Jesus may have an issue with these two cities in particular.  


Korizan is a possible location of Jesus preaching the Sermon on the Mount.  



So if you had front row seats to the Kingdom Manifesto 




and then walked out with a pleasant, 





“Nice sermon pastor.”  




But no part of your life changed,





 Jesus has a solid reason to be perturbed.  


Bethsaida is more clearly in the hot seat, 



as Mark's story of the blind man healed occurs there 



and it is the location of the feeding of the 5000 in Luke.  



It was Andrew, Philip, and Peter's hometown as well.  




Jesus' ministry probably occurred more than a couple of times there.

Jesus' issue with these two towns though, 


is not that he was unable to do anything there, 


but that he did do something there 



and there was no life change.  



There was no repentance.  


He fed 5000 people, 


he healed a blindman before them, 



and then they went back to life as it was the day before.  

God came down among his people, 


made food appear just like Moses had, 


healed a blind man as no one before him had, 



and the people did not repent.  

They accepted Jesus and his food, 


his healing, 

but they did not change their ways.

The human species is a mind boggling creature.  


I have seen other people suffer the consequences of not keeping their blood sugar in control, 


I have talked with multiple amputees, 



have experienced near death episodes myself, 




and still do not put as much effort into maintaining good numbers as I should.  


I have been to funerals where the deceased died from drinking and driving 



only to see the mourners gather at the bar that night 




to toast their good friend 





and then think that they can drive themselves home.  


We criticize others addictions 



and prophecy on where their life is going to end up if they don't change, 


while ignoring our own addictions that are not a big deal.  

It is only logical that we get what we deserve.  

God has done miraculous things to get our attention, 


to show who he is, 


to make it clear that he has sent his Son to rescue us, 



and we stand around wondering, 




“When is God going to do something if he is so loving?”  



God has done something.  




He has died for us, 





but for many of us sometimes, 






that is still not enough for us to incite change.  





So what is?

Jesus warns us of the coming judgement.  


The judgement of those who were in the know 



and did not change.  


The judgement of, 



not the pagans like Tyre and Sidon, 




but of the church.  

We have already heard Jesus speak of this in chapter 7 


at the conclusion of the sermon on the mount.  


“Not everyone who says to me, 




‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 




but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 



Many will say to me on that day, 




‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, 




and in your name drive out demons 




and perform many miracles?’  



Then I will tell them plainly, 




‘I never knew you. 





Away from me, you evildoers!’”

Jesus is looking for people who will do the will of his Father, 


which is to change, 


not just accept Jesus.  

People who will change 


in accordance with what they have seen and heard about Jesus.  

People who do not wait for Jesus' return to respond to Jesus, 


but respond with their lives now.  

We find ourselves in a precarious position.  


We know enough to be dangerous, 


to be included in this list of people who know Jesus and what he did.  

Now we need to look at ourselves, 

look at our body as the church, and ask, 


“Am I responding in a way that shows repentance today?”  

Now, I put that last qualifier in, 


“Today” 

because at some point, 


we have responded to Jesus on some level, 



most of us have publicly proclaimed “Jesus as Lord.”  

We may have had a great and miraculous occasion 


that brought us to know Jesus.  

But Jesus is looking for lifelong, 


continually changing followers.  

He does not care if you were born Catholic, 


Methodist, 


or even Buddhist.  

If your parents were elders 


or if you were once a Sunday School teacher.  

What he cares about is, 


“What are you today?  


What are you right now?”  

Are you intentionally following me today?  

Or are you following someone or something else 


and hoping yesterdays actions count for today?

Jesus has the right to ask us to follow him as the highest priority, 


because unlike other things in our life, 



Jesus does not change.  




He is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow.  

Unlike many of our heroes that are falling to scandal 


and now stature in our eyes, 

Jesus' scandal was on the cross, 


where he was raised up 



after being willing to die for our transgressions.  

When we choose something else over Jesus, 


our hopes for leniency go up in flames.

We hopefully all call ourselves Christians.  


That is a good first step, 



but Jesus wants more.  


He wants us to live as Christians continually and constantly.  

When Jesus describes the wide and narrow gates, 


there is the acceptance or denial by the gate you choose, 

but then there is a path to be walked, 


not a destination.  



It is a way to be ventured into further.  

When we look at Capernum, 


we see that they took some pride in what Jesus was doing.  

Capernum was the adult hometown of Jesus.  


It was there that Jesus healed a paralytic, 


sent Peter to find a fish with a coin in its mouth, 


drove out a demon with such authority that the people asked, 



“Who is this 




that even demons obey him?”  


When people ask Jesus to perform a miracle, 



they reference what he did in Capernaum in other cities.  

This pride left the people thinking that since Jesus lived there, 


they were good.  


Salvation through osmosis.  



We breathed the same air as Jesus, 



we get all of the benefits that Jesus brought.  


Jesus did not work that way.  


Jesus still does not work that way.

You can come and worship with us every Sunday for 50 years, 


see all of the life changing things that occur here, 



but if you life is not changing, 



your destiny is on track with Capernaum's.  

They saw all of the things Jesus did, 


they may have even been healed by Jesus themselves, 



it does not mean that they are saved and repenting of their self willed ways.  

The story of the 10 lepers reminds us of that.  


Jesus healed 10, 


but only 1 returned to him.  

The other 9 took the healing, 


but not the healer.  

The accepted Jesus work as good, 


but not good enough to adapt their lives to his ways.  

I realize that most of you have called yourself a disciple of Jesus 


longer than I have been alive.  

But Matthew has this reminder here 


that calling yourself a disciple of Jesus 


and being a disciple of Jesus are two different things.   

One is a title, 


the other is a way of life.  

I have 


and will retain the title of Eva's father as long as I live.  

But I only get to be her daddy 


as long as I am involved in her life.  

One is a title, 


the other is how I live my life.

Jesus will judge whether we are a follower of his in title only, 


or if our title also includes an active engagement 



in following the will of the Father, 




of repenting from our ways 




and aligning our lives with Jesus' ways.  

Not just one time awhile ago, 


but continually and increasingly, 



as long as we draw breath.  

This is Jesus' warning to the church, 


may the church respond.  

For we are aware that Jesus has a warrant for our lives.  


Will we turn ourselves over to Jesus, 



or go on the run?


We all know too well,



the world will harbor us as a fugitive with open arms.


But judgment is coming.
