 As I announced a few weeks ago, 


I am calling this series, 



“Getting our Acts together.”  

This title works at a few levels.  


First, 



We are hearing the Book of Acts with one another.  


Second



As we hear what the early church did 



and did not do, 




it will hopefully help us act more like disciples of Jesus.  


The third level, 



will be trying to understand exactly what the book of Acts 




is supposed to do.

We can see this confusion in the title alone.  


In various translations of the Bible, 



including the NLT, 


the book is called, 



the Acts of the Apostles.  




Some having 





'of the apostles' 




in italics.  

This title has fallen out of favor, 


because outside of Peter and Paul, 



after Jerusalem, 




only two other apostles are mentioned.  

As we mentioned a few weeks ago, 


Paul's inclusion as an Apostle is questionable, 



hence the thrice told story of his witness of Jesus.  

So the question becomes, who is this the Acts of?  


Is it the Holy Spirit, 



as the story of Pentecost primes us for?  


Or the Church,



as the human actions leads us?

As we will see as we live in the story over the next few months, 


it is actually the Acts of Jesus.  



Jesus still gets the credit.  

You may want to push back and say, 


“The very text you read us this morning said,



 'You'll receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you.'  


It is by the power of the Holy Spirit that the church spread.”  



Which I could not deny.  

But I could point out 


that is only half the solution.  

For as we are aware, 


the Holy Spirit has been around a long time.  



David was filled with the Holy Spirit often, 




and Israel still had issues during this best of Kings moments.  

The big question is, 


what is new that caused the church to grow?  

The new thing that changes the world, 


is in the rest of that sentence.  



“You will be my witnesses to Jerusalem.”  


It is what they witnessed that changed the world.  


It is what Jesus did 



that enables the Holy Spirit work more efficiently with man.  


And despite being at the right hand of the Father in heaven, 



it is Jesus who is leading the transformation on Earth.  




Why else would Jesus ask, 





“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?”  




It is by no slip of the tongue, 





that Peter tells the paralytic Aeneas that, 






“Jesus Christ heals you.”  




The final clue is where Luke explains what he is doing.  





At the beginning of Luke, 






he tells Theophilus, 







a name meaning God Lover, 





that “since I myself have carefully investigated everything 





from the beginning, 





it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, 






most excellent Theophilus, 




4 so that you may know the certainty 






of the things you have been taught.”  

When we reach Act II of Jesus in Acts, 


we hear Luke tell “God Lover” Theophilus, 



“In my former book, 




Theophilus, 



I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 



2 until the day he was taken up to heaven.”  

He then segues into the story


 and eventually the Spirit coming.  

But as any story teller must do,


 you have to pick a spot to take a break.  

Luke Acts is the longest book in the New Testament, 


accounting for 64 feet of scroll when written out by hand.  

Luke is telling Teophilus, 


“I stopped here, 



telling you about what Jesus began to do and teach, 



now let me continue from that point forward 




telling you what Jesus began to do and teach.  

So the Spirit is at work,

the church is at work,


 but Jesus is behind the work of the Spirit and the Church.

Seeing that this is a story about Jesus and the Spirit working to establish the church, 


the New Israel, 



we come to the next hurdle that has complicated discussions about Acts.  What kind of book is it?  


Is it a play, 



because there are Acts?  


Is it a historical document, 



because there is the account recorded by Luke 




and gives fills in the gaps from Paul's letters? 


Is it a theological treatise 



to explain what the church is?  


Is it an origin story of the church?  



All of these have been suggested, 




because this is a great story.  



The book of Acts changed the world.  




Without it, 





some say that Paul's letters would not have been preserved, 






because no one would have known Paul's story in full.  We still don't know it all.  


There would have been many questions about what the church is supposed to be, 



there still are, 


but we have Acts as a framework.  

You can make a case for the many things that the Book of Acts is, 


but it will not be a full case.  

Acts could be addressing Gnostic tendencies, 

racial reconciliation, 

the foundation of the church, 

the establishment of the New Israel, 

the power of the Holy Spirit within us and more.  

In seminary, 


I took an advanced New Testament Seminar on Acts 



and looked at Paul's shipwrecks on the way to Rome.  


Within the last 100 years, 



using sonar readings, 




what was once thought a made up location 




has now been discovered as the sight of the shipwreck, 



exactly as Luke describes it.  

All of the various titles work, 


but that is because it is the account of all that Jesus began to teach and do 



from the time he was taken up into heaven 




until Paul reached Rome.



Page after page is filled with examples of faithfulness to King Jesus .

So as we read and live in this Book of Acts, 


it is nice that Jesus' story has three main Acts.  

In each of these Acts, 


we can see expansion.  

The expansion is on many levels, 


geographic, 


political, 


ethinic, 


and more.  

Verse 8 gives us the geographic expansion.  


“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 



and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 




(chapters 1-7), 



and in all Judea and Samaria 




(chapters 8-12), 



and to the ends of the earth, 




(chapters 13-24).”  

Ethnically, 


we will see the people of God move from the Apostles, 



to Grecian Jews, 



then Samaritans, 



followed by Ethiopians, Arabians, and Gentiles in Cornelius' household 




and then gentiles in Antioch.  


In chapter 13, 



the missionary journeys to the ends of the earth 




begin with Roman pro council in Cyprus, 




God fearers and Gentiles in Galatia, 




no circumcision needed, 





and then everyone in Macedonia, Achaia, Asia, 




Rulers and King, 




culminating in Jews and Gentiles in Rome, 




with plans to possibly go to Spain, 





the known end of the Earth at that time.

As we make this  journey, 


we need to be ready for the reality that Jesus brings to his followers.  

The book of Acts 


is an expansion upon the theme 



that we must take up our cross and follow Jesus.  

A meme I saw this week


 had a person on their hands and knees saying, 



“God will make you life peaceful 




and give you everything you want.”  



Coming down upon that person was an atomic elbow off the top rope 




of a muscle bound wrestler, 



merely labeled 




“The Book of Job.”  

Acts does the same thing for anyone who tells you, 


“If the church would just follow the roadmap of the church in Acts, 



everything will work perfectly.”  

But when we start to look at how the church spread, 


we see it was established, 



then scattered.  


There was the great event of Pentecost, 



then a series of advances 



immediately followed by setbacks.

So Acts is here to remind the church 


the narrow road ahead of it.  


The road where we are to carry our cross upon.  



We will heal, 




then be arrested, 



be released,




 then decieved, 



grow more, 




then be flogged as the threat is perceived, 



released 




and then find out that people are not even eating 





in light of how Jesus called them to live, 



appoint 7 to take care of this, 




one of them is stoned.  

The book continues on like this 


for another 17 chapters.  

Setbacks are not just from the outside, 


but internal as well.  

There are people outside the church 


who do harm 

and inside the church.  

We know that from our own history as a church.  


It is not just the outside world who does not get Jesus, 



we sometimes forget how to follow him as well.

That is where Acts comes into play.  


It contains “news that stays news.”  

In a world of ever changing headlines, 


Acts has a headline



 that first appeared in Luke 



and continues to Rome and beyond.  


For the 40 years covered in the story to now.  

Jesus, 


the son of God came, 


was crucified, 


three days later, 



rose from the dead, 


and is now seated at the right hand of God the Father.  

He sent the Holy Spirit 


to dwell in our midst 


and that changes the world.  
That news allows us to 


share the good news in word and action.


Form diverse communities where people are equals.


Trust in the power and guidance of the Spirit.

Living in the secular world, 


there has not been anything planned 



that I have planned 


that does not have contingency plans.  

This news of Jesus 


allows us to make some plans.  

To view the world where truth does have solid ground.  

We will see that the way of the world 


is not the way it has to be.  

The way of our church 


needs to live into this reality more, 



so that we can be who Jesus called us to be more fully.  

Let us do so 


as we journey from Jerusalem, 


to Judea and Samaria, 


to the ends of the Earth.  

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 
6 So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive

1
Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3 Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. 

�	 � HYPERLINK "https://ref.ly/logosres/niv?ref=BibleNIV.Ac1.1&off=28&ctx=ken+Up+Into+Heaven%0A1~+•In+my+former+book%2C"��The Holy Bible: New International Version�. (1984). (Ac 1:1–8). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.


�	 � HYPERLINK "https://ref.ly/logosres/niv?ref=BibleNIV.Mk16.20&off=116&ctx=med+his+word+by+the+~signs+that+accompani"��The Holy Bible: New International Version�. (1984). (Mk 16:20–Lk 1:4). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.





