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Corporals have served in the Armor Force for many years and today are still very important to us. The rank of corporal was established in1775 with the birth of the United States Army and the NCO Corps. Along with the rank of sergeant, the corporal is the only rank which has never disappeared from the NCO Corps. Like the rank of sergeant, corporals are responsible for individual training, general welfare and personal appearance their soldiers. Therefore, our Corporals are counseled the same way as other NCOs by using the NCOER Counseling and Support Form (DA Form 2166-8-1). The only difference is that they do not receive a NCOER. 

Reference: AR 623-3 (13 August 2007) Para 3-1 

a. The rater uses DA Form 2166-8-1 to prepare for, conduct, and record results of performance counseling with the rated NCO. Its use is mandatory for counseling all NCOs, CPL through CSM. The purpose of the counseling and support form is to improve performance counseling by providing structure and discipline to the process. 

b. (3) For corporals, who do not receive a record NCOER, the counseling and support form will be maintained for one year. There is no regulatory requirement to keep the DA Form 2166-8-1 beyond this time. However, in some cases keeping it for possible future support personnel actions may be appropriate. 
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