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Prelude 

Please rise. 
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Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.

Please be seated. 

Prayer of the Day 

C Almighty and ever-living God, your only-begotten Son was presented this day in 
the temple. May we be presented to you with clean and pure hearts by the same   
Jesus Christ, our great high priest, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen  

First Reading Malachi 3:1-4 

This reading concludes a larger section (2:17—3:5) in which the prophet speaks of the coming of the God of 
justice. Malachi looks for that day when the wondrous power of God will purify the priestly descendents of  
Levi who minister in the temple at Jerusalem. 

R 1 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of 
his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 
fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the         
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 
the Lord in righteousness. 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 
to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

R The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Psalm Psalm 84 

R 1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! 

C 2 My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my 
flesh rejoice in the living God. 

R 3 Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may lay her 
young, by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my king and my God. 

C 4 Happy are they who dwell in your house! They will always be praising you. 

R 5 Happy are the people whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ 
way. 

C 6 Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a place of springs, for the  
early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

R 7 They will climb from height to height, and the God of gods will be seen in Zion. 

C 8 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob. 

R 9 Behold our defender, O God; and look upon the face of your anointed. 
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Please rise. 

Gospel Verse 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

Second Reading Hebrews 2:14-18 

Jesus shared human nature fully so that his death might be for all humans a liberation from slavery to death’s 
power. Here the writer uses the image of priestly service in the temple as a way of describing the life and    
saving death of the Lord Jesus. He is the high priest who offers his life on behalf of his brothers and sisters. 

R 14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise shared the 
same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, 
that is, the devil, 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of 
death. 16 For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of    
Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so 
that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a    
sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself was tested by 
what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 

R The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

C 10 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather 
stand at the threshold of the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

R 11 For the Lord God is both sun and shield, bestowing grace and glory; no good thing 
will the Lord withhold from those who walk with integrity. 

C 12 O Lord of hosts, happy are they who put their trust in you! 



 

4 

Please be seated. 

Sermon Pastor Bryan Lagerstam 

Please rise. 

Gospel Luke 2:22-40 

This story is a study in contrasts: the infant Jesus with the aged prophets; the joy of birth with the ominous 
words of Simeon to Mary; the faithful fulfilling of the law with the presentation of the one who will release its 
hold over us. Through it all, we see the light of God’s salvation revealed to the world. 

P 22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, Mary and 
Joseph] brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the 
law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and 
they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of    
turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name 
was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy   
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by 
the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, 
to do for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying, 29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,            
according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have    
prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for 
glory to your people Israel.” 33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what 
was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, 
“This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 
that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword 
will pierce your own soul too.” 36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of    
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband 
seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never 
left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that    
moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39 When they had finished everything required 
by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The 
child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 



 

5 

Hymn of the day 

 



 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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Prayers of Intercession 

P With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, 
and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

R God of generations, you instilled in Anna and Simeon faith, dreams, and the welcome of 
a child. Bless elders who embody faith and hope; bless the newly baptized. Energize us 
to share faith from generation to generation. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

R God of creation, in you the sparrow finds a home and we find lush valleys and living 
water. Bless the birds of the air, the animals of the valley, and renew our stewardship of 
this bountiful creation. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

R God of the nations, strengthen our resolve to care for all children and strive for peace 
among nations. Refine our nation where we have failed to root out racism and guide us 
in truth-telling and reconciliation. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

R God of the people, you are made known in caring ministries. Bless those who serve as 
communion servers, homebound visitors, baptismal sponsors, confirmation mentors, and 
as prayer support. Reveal yourself in the neighborly care we give and receive. God of 
grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

P God of hope, many long to see your presence revealed amid challenging circumstances. 
We hold in prayer all longing for sustainable housing, secure employment, access to 
medical care, and health and wellness, especially Lisa Thompson, Mark Gehrke, June 
Chadwick, Marie McCoy, Tina Lee, Chris McFarlin, Hope McFarlin, Linda Hughes, and 
all those we name upon our lips or in our hearts. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

P God of life, we thank you for Jesus’ life and for his death that has destroyed death. We 
remember the dearly departed, as they dwell with you in your holy courts now and     
forever. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is 
revealed among the people. 

C Amen. 
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Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

P It is indeed right, our duty, ...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sharing of the peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. (Greet one another with God’s peace.) 

Please rise. 

Words of Institution 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Please be seated. 

Communion
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Please rise. 

Communion Blessing 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

Prayer after Communion 

P Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and drink. 
Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of liberation and 
healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray, 

C Amen. 
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Sending Song 

Blessing 

P The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and send 
you in love. 

C Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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Announcements 
IF YOU ARE VISITING TODAY: Thank 
you for joining us at Burke for worship 
and fellowship! Please sign a card in the 

pew and/or the visitor book in the narthex.  
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
We teach that Jesus is truly present in the 
bread and the wine. All are invited to the 
table to share God’s grace. Grape  juice is 
available in the center of the tray for those 

who desire it, as well as gluten-free       
wafers.  

Our Staff 
Pastor 
Bryan Lagerstam 
309-236-7334 
Bryan.lagerstam@gmail.com

Laura Steig 
608-244-8486            
burkelutheran@att.net     

Colin Hamrick

PRAYERS & CARES  
A Nursery (Youth Room) for children under six is located down the hallway near the 
church offices. Activity bags are available in the Narthex for children at worship.  

Announcements 

Dismissal 

P Go in peace. Live in hope. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Our Prayer List: Contact the church office with prayer concerns. Names will remain on 
our list unless otherwise advised. 

Lisa Thompson (daughter of Bob & Jeannette Gehrke) 

Mark Gehrke (son of Bob and Jeannette Gehrke) 

June Chadwick Marie McCoy 

Tina Lee Chris McFarlin 

Hope McFarlin Linda Hughes 
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Congregational Opportunities 

Every Wednesday at 9:00am.

Band Practice:  Mondays at 10:30am. 
Every Wednesday at 1:00pm. 

JAM:  Every Wednesday at 6:30pm at NGMLC

Announcements 

Hospitalized?:  Please let the hospital staff know you are a member of Burke Lutheran 
Church so we are notified. 

2025 Offering Envelopes are now located in the church office. If you would like to pick  
yours up or a family member’s, please contact the church secretary. 

Call to Action  
February Food Pantry Focus: February focus is “Grains,” such as rice, rice mixes,    
noodles, noodle mixes, mac and cheese, cold cereals, infant cereals, hot cereals, pancake    
mix, flour, granola bars, graham crackers, bread/muffin mixes, etc. Please place your                   
non-perishable goods in the ‘Donations’ basket in the entryway and it will be delivered to the 
pantry.  

Birthday Bags for River Food Pantry. List of contents and bags are located in the   
entryway. 

Light of Life & Sunday Bulletin Articles 

If you have news you would like to see in the Sunday bulletin and/or Light of Life, please email 
your submissions to burkelutheran@att.net (please indicate in the subject line whether it is for the 
bulletin, LOL or both), mail to church, 5720 Portage Rd, Madison, WI 53718, or turn it into the 
church office. 

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Noon on Tuesdays 

LIGHT OF LIFE DEADLINE: 20th of the month 

CASSEROLE PARTY 
When: Sunday, February 16, 2025, 3:00pm 

Where: Burke Lutheran Fellowship Hall 

What to bring:   A casserole to pass 

 White elephant gift in a bag (to be used as Bingo prizes). 

Bingo will start at 3:00pm with dinner to follow. Beverages will be provided. 

mailto:burkelutheran@tds.net
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THIS WEEK AT BURKE 

Tuesday, February 4  Foundation Meeting, 7:00pm 

Wednesday, February 5 Quilting, 9:00am Bible Study, 1:00pm 

JAM, 6:30pm at NGMLC 

Thursday, February 6  Teach Board, 6:30pm 

Sunday, February 9 Worship, 9:00am  

WORSHIP LEADERS 

 

Gloria Lundquist Susie Kittel Moore 

Chris Grefe 

Dave Wisner 

Praise Band 

Sharon Hughes Gloria Lundquist 

Gloria Lundquist Jean Schnick 

Cheryl Beckman Mady Moreno 

Bob Lenzendorf 

David Hanson 

Steve & Donna Frederick 

Donuts Soup - Super Bowl 

Gloria Lundquist 

Rose Haney 

Gloria Lundquist 

Deb Brown 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK 


