We are in our third week of Jesus' campaign promises.  


There was the overarching first one, 



“To  not abolish the law or the prophets, 



but to fill full the law and the prophets.  

After acknowledging and honoring God's and God's word, 


Jesus followed the law's pattern of next addressing our interpersonal relationships.  Last week,


 those addressed three external issues: 



anger, 



adultery, 



and divorce.  

This week, 


we address three internal issues:  



oaths, 



retaliation, 



and hatred.  

Another way of parsing the two groups of three 


are the moral commands 


and the political commands.

These commands are political, 


because they address how we interact with our neighbor.  

Political comes from the greek word, polis, 


or city.  

Despite our nationalistic inclination to keep church and state separate, 


our faith and politics are deeply interwoven.  

If we make oaths with our neighbor, 


we are entering into an agreement with them.  

If we retaliate against them, 


it is often under the umbrella of justice.  

If we are committing acts of hate against them, 


it is most likely because they are different from us 


and we consider them not our neighbor.  

So all three have large implications for the ways in which we interact with one another.

All three, 


if followed,



 would dramatically change our political landscape.

Oaths are a tricky one in democracies 


and in societies in general.  

An oath is often viewed as a higher commitment to a truth.  


You are bonding yourself to a statement in a deeper way.  

But Jesus asks us, 


“What have you done to 'truth,' 



that at times you have to swear that you are telling it?”  


Whenever we have to say, 



“I am telling you the truth, 




I swear,” 



is it fair for the listener to assume whenever we don't swear to the truth, 




that we are lying?  

Now a standard interpretation of the Church of Jesus' but I say to you is, 


“To follow it, 


unless necessity requires it.”  



If I am a witness in court, 



or need to make an oath as an officer, 



servant of the government, 



or a commissioned military personnel, 




I will make an oath, 



but otherwise try to abstain from it.  

Now this reading would work for the church, 


if it was not running counter to Jesus' statement 


and James Epistle in 5:12-13, 



“Above all, my brothers, 




do not swear—





not by heaven 





or by earth 





or by anything else. 



Let your “Yes” be yes, 



and your “No,” no, 




or you will be condemned.”  


Jesus says, 



“Do not swear at all”. 




Holos, 




completely, 




under no circumstances.  



Instead “let your yes be yes 



and your no be no.”
When we swear, 


we are bringing in power we don't have 



to keep the promise.  

And there is nothing in the universe that we have control over other than our will.  


We don't have control over God's temple, 


his creation, 


not even the color of hairs on our own head.  

But the reason the church has been so quick to but the “necessity clause in,” 


is to stay within the fold of the world's ways.  

Prior to Constantine's adaptation of Christianity in the 4th century, 


the church lived and proclaimed the no exceptions.  

Once it had the power, 

the military and political might behind it, 


Jesus' words were interpreted to cover everything, 



except what the government needed of you.  

We tend to be comfortable with that, 


as long as we don't look to Daniel 


or Shadrach, Meshach, or Bendigo.  

There, 


we see that civil disobedience was required in order to fulfill God's calling.  

We can not swear loyalty to two masters, 


because we will inevitably run into conflict between the two.  

A person who has dual allegiances 


is a spy if no one has found out 


and a traitor when their cover is blown.  

Jesus is our proclaimed Lord and Savior.  


We can not commit to anyone else, 


or make an oath to anyone else.  

We can say yes 


or no 


to their request.  

But to swear allegiance, 


is to hope that they are fully under the leadership of God.  



Which with any man, 




will eventually not be true in a certain circumstance.

We next come to Jesus' fulfillment of the Lex Taliones, 


the eye for an eye


 and tooth for a tooth.  

Before our Savior came into the world, 


God established a level of restraint and justice in the world.  

Which if we look at our natural instinct, 


was greatly needed.  

Our natural inclination from our high murder rates, 


is to take more than an eye for an eye.  

God did not leave us with nothing, 


he originally gave us justice in measured form.  

But now that our Savior has come, 


God deepens the calling.  



He reminds us of what we have been unable to do on our own, 




overcome evil.  



We have tried 



and continue to try to outsmart evil.  

The problem is that 


evil begets more evil.  

It is only in loving the person, 


that evil is overcome.  

That is loving the person, 


but not their actions.  

We need to only look at our current conflicts 


to see that attacking those who attacked us 



does not work.  

Evil has begetted more evil 


at our hands for millenia.  

Now loving the one who wronged us, 


does not leave them free from judgment.  

Jesus has already judged them as evil.  

But now we are left with the age old question of 


punish 


or rehabilitate?  



Jesus is promoting rehabilitation.  

And it is rehabilitation through confrontations.  


They don't get away with it.  



They are confronted 




and forced to face the full reality of what they are doing.  

The slap would be to shame you.  


Staying there is being in control of your anger 


and being willing to be shamed again, 



shows who your loyalty is to.  

Unfair or litigious treatment with suing for the cloak 


leaves a person exposed, 



so Jesus says, 




make sure evil knows what it is doing to you, 



give them your cloak as well.  

The exploitation of carrying something for one mile 


is driven home by the time the second mile is completed. 

Being taken advantage of by someone asking you for something 


they will be shocked when they don't ever leave empty handed.  

All of Jesus' small examples expose evil for what it is.  


It stays with the evil one 


and forces them to live with their choices 



as they see the trouble they have caused



and the hate that they are operating from.  

Notice that Jesus is not offering immediate 


world changing things, 

but especially in the last scenario, 


mundane things.  

Give to whomever asks.  


We are asked for things all the time.  



“Where the library is, 



the time of day, 



or a donation.”  


But it is key, 



especially if you are a parent who does not know where to get a unicorn, 
that Jesus says, 



“give to whoever asks.”  


That is drastically different than, 



“give whatever you are asked.”  

So if the request is excessive, 


unjust, 


or outside of your means, 

you just need to give them an explanation 


or some of your time, 



not necessarily what they asked for.

Politically, 


we are not to make oaths 


and not to repay an evil act with more evil.  

These do not lead to an easy life for the disciple.  

But doing what comes easy is not Jesus' intention 


as our final call to love demonstrates.  

We know that the parable of the good samaritan 


expanded our definition of our neighbor.  

But we are gifted in finding ways to still exclude people from fitting into that clause.  


But in Jesus' 



“But I say to you,” 




any remaining barriers are removed.  

We are not to just love our neighbors, 


but also love our enemies 


and to pray for those who persecute you.

While this is daunting, 


what would we expect if we want to be children of our Father in heaven.  

For that is what his Son did.  


He loved 



and continually reached out to the scribes and the Pharisees.  


He welcomed the tax-collector and sinner.  


He came to a whole world that preferred to be without him, 



including you and me.  


He came and so loved the world, 



that he gave his life as the only son, 


so that if you or I believed in him, 



we would have a God filled life forever.

But he did not stop there.  


He also prayed for them.  


Which helped him love them.  

We pray on behalf of them, 


partly because they may be unable to pray for themselves.  

Now hear again the fine line Jesus walks.  


He calls us to love the enemies, 



not their actions, 



not their worldviews, 



not what they believe, 


just them.  

God's grace and love is poured out in so many ways 


on both the good and the bad people.  



The sun rises and sets, 



the rains come for all, 




and God's love does not discriminate.  

Instead 


on a daily basis, 



God shows his love for us in providing what is needed.  

God is again, 


still doing the judging, 



so that we don't have to.  

Jesus calls them evil and the unrighteous.  


But the sun and rain still are given to them in God's love 



that we are to demonstrate in other ways.

This final command, 


steps up the calling of the Christian 

by contrasting it with what man is naturally able to do all by himself.  


We love those who love us 


and greet those who warmly greet us.  



Great!  




You are a normal human being.  

Where are you demonstrating the overwhelming love of God?  


Only when we start serving others, 



those different from us, 



those beyond even the definition of neighbor, 



those who are our enemies, 




do we move beyond the bounds of natural human instincts.  

When those who do us harm, 


make us walk an extra mile, 


take our cloak, 


who strike us on the cheek, 



when we are praying for them 



and their relationship with the triune God, 




we are starting to hear the calling of Jesus 




and starting to act like Jesus' brother or sister.

Jesus prayed for us, 


his enemies 



from the cross saying, 


“Father, 



forgive them, 




for they know not what they do.”  

He had prayed for the city of Jerusalem before that, 


wanting the best for the people who were about to take him to the cross.  

His disciples were able to live out his calling as well.  


Stephen prayed for those who stoned him.  

We have a calling before us, 


and it is one that will throw the political world into a tailspin, 



because it is the way of a different type of Kingdom.  


The Kingdom of God.  



It is breaking in.  

According to Jesus and his baby steps here 


or his mundane everyday examples, 

we can bring in the Kingdom 


by keeping our speech to a simple yes or no, 


by stopping at a lemonade stand,  


and by praying for our enemies.

Simple, 

doable, 

and possible, 


because on this day,



the Holy Spirit came to give us that extra boost 




as Jesus' brothers and sisters.
