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Welcome

February Meeting
Annual Auction

Message from Your President
Hello DBOS members,

Chris

Our Society lost a great man last month. Our past President Bill
Thrall passed away after a short illness. Bill had a true passion
for orchids - for learning everything there is to know about
raising orchids and he will be deeply missed. We will be donating
money to the American Orchid Society in memory of Bill as well
as naming an orchid after him. If you
wish to make a
contribution in his name, please mail your check, payable to
Delray Beach Orchid Society, to our Treasurer Priscilla Roper at
1119 SW 24 Ave., Boynton Beach, Fl. 33426 or see her at the
meeting.
Thank you to everyone who attended our Annual Orchid Auction
last month. This is one of our biggest fund raisers every year and
this year did not disappoint.

Travis

Michele

We had
an amazing turnout for our
wonderful Wine in the Garden event
last Saturday. Over 50 members joined
the
festivities
while
enjoying
refreshments provided by Chickie and
Priscilla. Thank you to everyone who
helped make this a delightful afternoon
and to members who brought in
orchids/plants to share.

Many thanks to Chickie and
Priscilla

Our bus expedition to RF Orchids and Quest Orchids is on
Saturday, March 28th. Seats are filling quickly so be sure to
make your reservation and payment ASAP. See below for details.
This will be a fun-filled day including stops at two magnificent
orchid growers and camaraderie with other orchid enthusiasts.
Lunch will be at at RF Orchids.
See you Wednesday, March 11, 2020. Doors open at
6:30pm.
Michele Owens
President

Wine in the Garden at the Delray Garden Center

Ann

RENEW YOUR DUES
If you have not already renewed
your annual
membership,
please do so at the next meeting
with Priscilla or contact her via
e-mail. The year started
on January 1st.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR
CONTINUED MEMBERSHIP.

ORCHID SHOW
IN MARCH
Fairchild Botanical
Gardens International
Orchid Show
March 13, 14 and 15,
2020. Go to web site for
more details.
Educational lectures are

Lecture on
The Million Orchid Project: Seed Collection to Plants

This month's lecture will showcase FAU
Pine
Jog Environmental Education
Center's involvement with The Million
Orchid Project, established by Fairchild
Tropical Botanic Garden in 2013.

on all three days.
Orchid Vendors:
B.L. Orchids, Carib Plants
Inc., Dan and Margie
Orchids, Greenhouse
Orchids, Krull Smith
Landscape, Mac's
Orchids, Motes
Orchids, Odom's Orchids
Inc, Orchids in Bloom,
PCK Orchids, Pelican
Coast Farms, Plantio La
Orquidea, Quest Orchids
Inc., Ritter Tropic
Orchids, Stelmar Gardens
Inc., Smiley's Orchids &
Greenery, So
Orchids, Soroa Orchids
Inc., Springwater Orchids
Join us for three days of beauty
and adventure!
* Thousands of beautiful orchids
for purchase
* Orchid show and display
presented by the Orchid Society
of Coral Gables
* Orchid lectures and DIY demos
* Visit the National Orchid
Garden
* Learn about The Million Orchid
Project
*
Kids
hands-on
fun
&
adventures
* Up-close butterfly releases
*
Botanical
inspired
craft
cocktails at the Orchid Bar
* The Orchid Pop-Up Eatery
* Frozen treats at the Children's
Garden
* Grow endangered orchids in
the STEMLab

FACEBOOK

We'll explore the journey from seed
collection to outplanting of over a dozen different species at
various sites through the FLORA (Fostering Local Orchid
Revitalization Areas) and OrKids programs. The OrKids program
is currently in its 4th year and involves middle and high school
students in the orchid restoration process. This program has
been responsible for the outplanting of thousands of Florida
Butterfly Orchids (Encyclia tampensis) at school sites and Florida
Dancing Lady Orchids (Tolumnia bahamensis) at county ERM
(Environmental Resources Management) sites.
Speakers, Gregory Goelbel
a n d Carmen Rodriguez are
Educational
and
Training
Programs Coordinators at FAU
Pine
Jog
Environmental
E d u cation Center. Prior to
working at FAU Pine Jog,
G r e g o r y worked
for
the
School District of Palm Beach
County for 21 years as a middle school science teacher and
science curriculum resource teacher, specialist, and program
planner for secondary schools. Gregory received a B.A. in
Geology from the State University of New York at Geneseo and
an M.A. at Stony Brook University.
Carmen received an M.S. in Marine Biology from Nova
Southeastern University. A biologist and researcher by training,
Carmen studies the relationships between survivability of young
native orchids in urban or natural areas and how this is affected
by habitat loss and development.
To learn more about the FAU Pine Jog, click here.
SAVE THE DATE
Bus Trip March 28, 2020

Follow us on Facebook
and keep up to date on
news of DBOS.

DBOS Board
President: Michele Owens
Programs: Judith Cohen
Membership: Donna HoltSwanson
Treasurer: Priscilla Roper
Asst. Treasurer: Travis Ewing
Recording Secretary:
Susan Santoro
Corresponding Sec.:
Bernadette Garfinkel
Trustees:

8:15 am - 4:30 pm
Join us for a fun day exploring two of the best orchid growers in
South Florida, RF Orchids and Quest Orchids. Friends are welcome.
MEET AT OLD SCHOOL SQUARE PARKING
GARAGE BY 8:15 AM SHARP
Southeast corner of NE 1st Avenue and NE 1st Street, Delray Beach.
Park in the garage. It's free all day.
Cost:

$20.00 DBOS Members + Lunch ($20 extra)
$30.00 Guests + Lunch ($20 extra)

You must prepay by March 12. Seats are filling up quickly, so please
make your reservation ASAP.

Ann Caldwell
Kathy Moore
Chris Plonta
Barbara Shaw
Buddy Rapaport
Ilene Shulan
Chickie Tobias
Past President : Bill Thrall
Newsletter Editor: Valerie
Smith
Club Photographer: John
Morris
WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU
If you have any suggestions
or comments regarding the
Society, meetings or this
newsletter, please feel free to
contact
our
President,
Michele Owens at
at 954695-7889 or email.
If you have special event in
your life or know of a member
who is ill, please call our
Corresponding
Secretary,
Bernadette Garfinkel at 561
398-6315 or email.
Moving? Changed your e-mail
or phone number? We don't
want to lose contact with you.
Please
contact
our
Membership Chair, Donna
Holt Swanson. email
AT THE MEETINGS
Have a question regarding
orchid care? We're planning
to answer member questions
at the end of each meeting
(time permitting). Look for
the Question Box on the sign
in table. Feel free to ask those
burning questions & our team
of orchard experts will do
their best to give you an
answer.

PLEASE SIGN UP AT TREASURER'S TABLE AT OUR MEETING
OR SEND YOUR CHECK, MADE OUT TO DELRAY BEACH
ORCHID SOCIETY. MAIL TO PRISCILLA ROPER, 1119 SW
24TH AVENUE, BOYNTON BEACH, FL 33426.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: JUDITH COHEN
(520) 241-8335.

Monthly Checklist for March and April From the AOS
Cattleya
Although March is, in many parts of
the country, still a cold and blustery
month, the lengthening days and
warmer temperatures allowed by
increased light are long-awaited
harbingers of the coming change of
season. Some of the best standard
cattleyas of the year will be in bloom,
or will be blooming soon. The last of
Cattleya grown by Bill Thrall
the winter-flowering hybrids will join
the earliest of the spring hybrids in a wonderful display. Be on
the alert for senescing sheaths that need removal. If these
yellowing sheaths are not removed, the moisture they trap can
lead to bud rot. Careful removal of the sheath will allow the
buds to develop, although they will need additional support.
Changing light conditions can also be a problem in March and
April. An exceptionally bright day, especially immediately
following a rain, can lead to sunburn of the foliage if shading is
not attended to properly. There can still be periods of dull days
where spikes can weakened owing to the lower light.
Lengthening days will mean increased metabolic rates
necessitating increased water and fertilizer. The plants will
indicate needs by drying more rapidly, which means more
frequent watering and fertilizing.
With the passing of the season for winter bloomers, and the
beginning of the season for spring bloom, it is also the time to
be on the lookout for plants that will need potting after they
bloom. Immediately after blooming has proven to be the best
time to repot winter- and spring-flowering cattleyas. In most
cases, they will be ready to grow roots, so if potted at this time,
they will root right into fresh mix with little or no setback.

Suggestion Box :

We want to hear from you! To
insure that our members are
getting the most out of our
society, we're implementing a
suggestion box. Feel free to
suggest
new
topics
or
discussions
for
future
meetings, field trips, special
events or outings.

Phalaenopsis
In most of the country, March is the
peak
blooming
month
for
phalaenopsis. Staking needs to be
carefully attended to, so that the
flowers will be displayed at their best
for orchid shows and judging -- even
those intended for your home will
look best if properly staked. One of

Please note the field trip to
orchid growers in homestead
is cancelled due to high costs,
but we are busy planning
other fun events.

the most decorative aspects of
phalaenopsis spikes is the way they
gracefully arch. If not staked
properly, the spike will lack this grace
and will not be as pleasing. Most
growers like to have the final support
just below the first flower, allowing
maximum support, without sacrificing
the beauty of the arching spike.
Phalaenopsis grown by Bill Thrall
Rapid-growing spikes and open
flowers place extra demands on the plant. Click here to continue
reading article.

Pollinating Orchids
Pollinating Cattleya Flowers By: Charles Marden Fitch, AOS
Planned pollination of Cattleya species and their hybrids requires an
understanding of column anatomy. Much simpler flowers such as
amaryllis reveal reproductive parts at a glance, but cattleyas have
evolved to the point where male and female parts are fused together
into a ridged column. In captivity orchid flowers need us to do the job
of bees.

The anther cap and pollinia are
easily re-moved when pushed
up and away from the lip.

To avoid accidental pollination, perhaps helped by wandering insects in
the greenhouse, the female or pod-bearing flower is usually
emasculated. The pollinia, or masses of pollen grains, will come off the
column when the anther cap is pushed up and away from the lip. If one
wishes to save the pollen, it is wise to hold a tissue below the flower
as pollinia are removed to avoid their loss.

A picture of the same flower 13 days after pollination showing the

wilted sepals and petals and the swelling of the ovary in response

Once the pollinia have been removed from the prospective pod flower,
it is safe to proceed with pollination, using pollen of the desired male
parent. Of course, the pollen can be used on the same flower from
which it came, thus making a self-cross. The self-cross is actually
self-pollination, not a combination of two different clones from the
same cross (this is called a sibling cross). Even species will show some
variation in seedlings from self-pollinated flowers. Naturally, complex
hybrids produce a wide range of variations in seedlings produced by a
self-pollination. To continue reading, click here.
Originally published in the December 1980 American Orchid Society BULLETIN.
The nomenclature has been changed to reflect modern registration - 2/2010.

Videos on sowing green pods and dry seeds .
Writhlington Propagation Labs. In this video, students show sowing
orchid seed from a 'green pod'.
Growing Orchids From Seed (Video 1 of 3) - sowing dry seeds using
hydrogen peroxide & a glovebox. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=mPBctIDvvrA
Disclaimer:
I have never tried either method so proceed at your own risk.
Upcoming Meetings and Events
March 11, 2020: Greg Goebel and Carmen Rodriguez, FAU: Million
Orchid Project . Seeds to plants
March 28, 2020: Bus trip to Orchid Growers
April 16, 2020 : Jim Davisson, Jim-N-I Orchids: Lelia ancepts from
Mexico: tips and treats.
May 14,2020: Scott Peplin : How to split overgrown orchids. A classy
problem.
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Our goal is to stimulate interest, provide education and enable the
exchange of information among orchid lovers
interested in the culture of orchids.
DELRAY BEACH ORCHID SOCIETY
PO Box 6571
Delray Beach, FL. 33482
Monthly Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month,
except December. Start time 7:00 PM
Location: Veterans Park Adult Recreation Building, 802 NE 1 Street,
Delray Beach, FL. 33483
954-695-7889
Visit our Web Site Click here
Follow us on Facebook
We are a non profit 501 {c} 3 organization

