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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common
interest in keeping cage birds in captivity. To educate
members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird
conservation.

November 24, 2009 Meeting

POT LUCK
See page 5 for info
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Letters to the Editor are
always welcome. Send
comments or suggestions
to:
RECBC
Attn: Newsletter
P.O. Box 6232
Santa Rosa Ca. 95406
or email me at
glenti@sbcglobal.net
...George
Newsletter Editor.

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING
IN OUR NEWSLETTER?
Place an Early Bird Ad Today!
*3 lines free to current RECBC members & 4 or more lines for only $5.00.
*Non-members pay a low $5.00 fee for 3 lines, 4 or more for only $10.00.
All ads must be a reasonable size.
OR
Check out our reasonable Commercial AD sizes and prices!

COMMERCIAL RATES
Business card - $5/mo or $50/yr
1/2 page - $10/mo or $100/yr
Full page - $20/mo or $200/yr

Please mail commercial and early bird
ads by deadline Sunday after the
General Meeting.
RECBC - Newsletter
PO BOX 6232
Santa Rosa, Ca., 95406
or email: dshore@shorebirds.biz for Commercial Ads and glenti@sbcglobal.net for
Early Bird Ads.

RECBC, the officers, the publication and it’s staff assume no responsibility for claims of
advertisers in the publication or for the quality of goods and/or services the advertisers provide.
Persons with substantial claims against publication advertisers may submit them to the Editors.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT- Pat Surniak (10) (707) 526-5505
VICE PRESIDENT Mary Grist (707) 433-7431
SECRETARY - George Lentini (11)
(707) 528-1065 glenti@sbcglobal.net
TREASURER - Linda Karnstedt (10)
(707) 566-1366
linda.karnstedt@medtronic.com
BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE.
Cheryl Cattan (10)
(707) 664-8965
Donna Shore (11)
(707) 585-7524
dshore@shorebirds.biz
Bonnie Scheffler (11)
(707) 546-1776

Committee Members
Advertising, Publicity and
Membership
Donna Shore (707) 585-7524
dshore@shorebirds.biz
AFA Delegates
Bev Mager (707) 795-8804
Hospitality
Pat, George, Mary and Bonnie.
Librarian
Carolyn Rawlinson
(707) 778-9269
Newsletter Editor
George Lentini (707) 528-1065
glenti@sbcglobal.net

Club Rules
1. All birds must be in good
health, not on any medication,
or have open wounds or sores of
any kind.
2. Owner is responsible for
bringing newspaper or a clean
towel for each bird brought to
the meeting. A bird stand is
helpful but not mandatory.
3. Chairs must not be used as
perches.
4. All stands, carriers, cups
and cages must be free of bird
droppings, dirt, and/or stains.
5. Owner must clean up after
their bird and ensure that the
room, carpet, and furniture are
kept clean.
6. No birds left unattended.
7. Bird owners accept full responsibility and liability for
the actions of their birds, i.e.
bites, damage, poop, to property
and/or members.
If for any reason you are unable to follow these rules,
please leave your birds at home
or you will be asked to leave
the meeting.

Photography
Pat Surniak & Members
Raffle
Cheryl Cattan (707) 664-8965
Mary Grist (707) 433-7431
Outreach Program
Earl McEnaney, Pat Surniak &
George Lentini
Welcoming Table
Bev Mager

President’s Message
Time to winterize your outside
birds. The rains have started. The
food bowl needs to be protected
from the rain or they will develop
mold.
Your cage needs a wind and rain
barrier. Temperatures can go
below freezing in our area. Do
your birds have a box so that it can
get out of the cold? It doesn’t
have to be a nest box made for
your bird, it just needs a hole
large enough for them to enter.
Put pine shavings in the bottom,
not cedar.
Pat

General Meeting Place
Animal Care Center
6470 Redwood Drive
Rohnert Park, Ca.
Behind Red Lobster and Olive Garden
Take RP Expressway Exit from 101
4th Tuesday of the month
Meeting Time 7:00 P.M.

Calendar of Events
November 24 - Pot Luck Social
December - NO MEETING
January 26 - Naked Birdie Night

Minutes of the Board October 20, 2009
No Board Meeting this month

ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY
POTLUCK DINNER
NOVEMBER 24, 2009
7:00 P.M. SHARP
RHONERT PARK ANIMAL CARE CENTER
6470 REDWOOD DRIVE
RHONERT PARK

Holiday
Party
Events
Raffle
Table
Eating
&
Indigestion

Come join us
for a great
social night
out. Please do
not bring your
feathered
friends to this
event...
bird
droppings are
not on the
menu!
If you plan on attending...

Please bring either a hot dish, a salad, a side dish,
cookies, candy, deserts, or rolls & butter, drinks and Ice.
Please bring enough to share with at least 6 people.
The club will supply sliced cold cuts.
We will also have our usual raffle table.

New Powder Coated items to purchase at Feather Farm in Napa
Breeder Cage Door 1/2 X 3 wire and Swing Out Feeder Door.
Great new items at great prices
Call The Feather Farm 707-255-8833

Support our additional Sponsors.
Please show your membership card prior to purchase.
AVES OCCIDENTALS – Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229.
Call for availability/prices. 25% discount on hand-fed baby
birds to all RECBC members.
New Sponsor
The Bird Exchange & Honkey Donkey Farm.
5355 Hall Road, Santa Rosa, Ca. 95401
Phone: (707) 575-0433
10% discount on cages and supplies only to RECBC
members.

REFRESHMENTS
and RAFFLE TABLE
We are always looking for raffle table and refreshment
donations. If you donate to one or both of these you will
earn a free raffle ticket or a Birdie Buck.
Refreshments: 1 raffle ticket or Birdie Buck per person.
Raffle items: 1 raffle ticket or Birdie Buck per item (i.e. a
set of glasses = 1 ticket, raffled as one item). Guests are
welcome to participate.
ATTENTION MEMBERS
We are looking for a member or members who will take
over the refreshment duties at our general meetings.
Duties for this position are as follows.
1. You must attend the general meeting 90% of the time.
2. You will bring the refreshment utensil box.
3. Set up the refreshment table

Some of our members have not
been cleaning up after their
birds. Please read the club
rules on page 3.

Treasurer Report
By Linda Karnstedt
NO TREASURE REPORT
AVAILABLE AT TIME OF PRINTING.

Harvest
Fair
2009

EARLY BIRD
ADVERTISEMENT
In Home Bird Sitting Service: (707) 585-7524 Home
email Donna Shore at dshore@shorebirds.biz.
Bonnie Scheffler - (707) 546-1776
Flight Cages, assorted sizes and prices. These are
excellent for flight cages or breeding cages. 1/2” x 3”
wire. Call for prices.

Birdkeeping Naturally
EB Cravens
October ‘09
“Considerations in Psittacine Mate and Chick Killing”
The captive cage bird phenomena of mate killing and chick killing are two of the most critical concerns when dealing with certain
species of psittacines. Aggressive white cockatoos, unpredictable king
parrots, volatile lories and lorikeets, even hyped up amazons are just
a few of the hookbills that can be problematic in this area.
Sometimes the cause and effect point of view is obvious such as
two large parrots prematurely introduced into the same cage with a
nest box for “hopeful bonding” during the height of the hormonal
breeding season. Other times mate or chick abuse is difficult to pin
down, nearly impossible to foresee.
In all my years of dealing with aggressive and quick-tempered psittacines, I have had to solve a variety of confrontational issues with
breeding pairs. The overriding factor in most of these relationships is
stress of one kind or another. Small cage size makes things worse, as
does competition for the best food items. Aggression towards nearby
cage birds can instigate violence, as can jealousy towards a human
keeper. The key for the aviculturist is to pay attention and know your
birds.
Many killing conditions exist between birds that are not completely
pair bonded—that is, the two coexist out of a longing to be with another parrot, and the absolute desire to reproduce sexually. In other
words the parrots are using one another much as humans will do, but
do not actually like one another very much Here then is some of my
take on the killing occurrence.
Health considerations are paramount. Sometimes the female has a
subclinical infection or is not really feeling well (kind of the “I've got
a headache” scene...) and the male just goes off on her and that is
that. I remember a few years ago a profound conference lecture by an
internationally know veterinarian, who explained that poor nutrition,
lack of proper exercise and over-breeding of a Moluccan Cockatoo pair
during several years resulted in the hen being “out of condition” and
unable to respond adequately to her long time mate’s advances. One
day, after years together, he up and killed her.
Another problem is that so many unimaginative breeder cages are
set up so the male and hen are always able to make eye contact and
the nesting box is in full view. This means that she is never able to get
out of line of sight. This is not normal in the wilds when birds like to
occasionally be off on their own for a bit and just call to each other.
(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 13)
Many males of psittacine species prefer to sleep away from the
close confines of the nest box, keeping watch from afar so to speak. If
the box is always in view a male bird can develop bad habits to go
into it all the time when the hen is inside. Males who get excited and
protective when hearing calls of other parrots or seeing other birds,
etc., have been known to turn around and take out their aggressions
on the hen peering out of the box. We prefer a nest box secluded or
partitioned off from the main flyway and feeding stations.
Some years ago, we began setting up all our breeding pairs with
“L-shaped” and “U-shaped” cages where the nesting chamber is
around the corner from the main perch and feed spots. It was amazing
to see that the hens often would like to come out and fly away from
the sight of the nest box to be fed by the male when they were setting on eggs or chicks--just like many do in the wilds. This decreased
the chances of something upsetting the male while he had the nesting
hole right in front of him to spontaneously set him off when his hen
abruptly appears.
Secondly, lazy aviculturists get into the habit of leaving the box
up all year round. Horrible idea! We want our pairs to be stimulated
during breeding season only, and in sync with each other at the time
they begin exploring and preparing a nest spot, courting, and such.
This is determined by the solstices or by the past records we have on
when pairs have gone to nest. We manage the breeding season so unusual rainfall or early spring weather patterns do not set off a male
when the hen is not fertile and ready. Or conversely a hen may be
prompted to disappear and lay eggs months before the male is prepared to feed and copulate with her!
Thirdly, so much of the courting of some of these aggressive species takes place on the wing. The male flies past the hen and she instantaneously joins him in flight. He swoops around the aviary and
lands in a tree (we plant trees to hide the nest box opening and set up
privacy spheres). She comes right behind and lands beside him and
bows and is fed by the male. In a restricted cube of a space, this cannot take place and the hen often ends up being cornered. In such a
hormonal state, the male sees one "cornered weak bird" and physically goes at her...
The breeding of large parrots in captivity involves so much stifling
of their natural needs to burn off energy, emotion and yes, anger and
defense posture, too. We must strive to give them as thorough an outlet for these pent-up, hormonal energies as possible while making
their breeding environments near perfect in their peace, quiet and
security. Only then is efficient parent raising a relatively simple proc(Continued on page 16)

(Continued from page 15)
ess.
Cockatoos, of course are a special case. They have been known to
attack and kill mates merely after a change in cage location, a change
in nest box, or the addition of another pair of parrots within eyeshot.
The dilemmas with the white ‘toos are further exacerbated by the
rarity of finding a true wild trapped or parent trained male bird to put
with a breeding hen. Handfed male cockatoos can be extremely dysfunctional in their behavior towards other birds, especially once sexually aroused. It is almost as though, in the absence of any adult male
cockatoo role models, the ones raised as pets have a missing link in
their ability to respect and properly relate to a hen.
Many breeders try and use specially designed nest boxes that
would have two openings to ostensibly let a female escape, should a
male try and harm her inside a closed box. It is my opinion that if an
owner believes this is necessary, then he or she would do better to
reevaluate the pair in question and separate them if it is so dangerous. Any horizontal or shallow box where the hen can regularly peer
out at the cage is even more risky should the male become excited.
Baby "killing" is a more difficult thing to get a grip on. Domestic
and hand fed male and female parrots who are allowed to go to nest
can demonstrate some very odd tendencies towards their first newborn chicks on the day of hatch. Vocal peeps in a heretofore quiet,
undisturbed nesting chamber, coupled with high hormonal defense
mechanisms have been known to set one or both parents off. First
time hens can exhibit fear and confusion after hatch. Males are at
their most volatile and are extremely unpredictable.
If one actually sees or hears the parents attack and injure a chick
then you are sure what happened. Otherwise, there are quite a few
ways very young chicks can die under parental care when the setup is
not optimal or the parents are inexperienced or both. Some of these
are:
1) Hen does not have a small floor area in her nesting box in which to
protect the clutch, and while moving around, or with male coming in
and out, she actually suffocates or physically harms a chick by stepping on it. It is then weak, will not beg and feed and of course dies.
2) Male and hen try to compete to attend to the baby. One of them
gets overly excited, is rough with the chick, bites or causes a sprain or
the like, same weak chick scenario and it dies.
3) Food being fed is okay for adult birds but not optimum for the
chick, especially at day one, two and up to seven days when greens
and minerals and enzymes are preferable. Parents are forced to ei(Continued on page 17)

(Continued from page 16)
ther not feed the chick because diet is too dry or overly high in fat or
carbs; or, as is more common, the chick takes some of the less desirable nourishment from parents, but passes the food so slowly that
again it weakens and will not bob strongly and feed.
Remember that day one hatchlings are in the gravest of danger
when the breeding environment is not stable. Not only can they die in
so many ways when bumped or mishandled by those large parrot
beaks, but the nervous, volatile nature of the inexperienced parents
on day one through seven makes the pair very likely to lash out if they
see something as threatening or disturbing. Lashing out normally ends
up with chicks inadvertently being in the way.
I have had dead chicks in my years of breeding. But never would I
label a pair as "chick killers" unless I actually saw it on film or in person (never happened!).
It is misleading yet normal for parents to chew a chick that has
died in the nesting environment, both because they work at trying to
get it to respond, and since it is instinctual to either rid the nest of
the dead chick or to eat it.
Always the breeder should assume the blame for failure in a chick's
upbringing. After all, it is we who set up the breeding situation, environment, pair bond, nest box, diet, exercise activities and all the
other factors which prompt the birds to do what they do....
Aloha nui loa
EB

NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE
This information will be
Published in the Directory unless
otherwise noted.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common interest in keeping
cage birds in captivity. To educate members and the general public in the best
care, keeping maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird
conservation.
Household

Individual

Sr. Household (60+)

Sr. Individual (60+)

Jr. - Under 17

$32.00

$27.00

$27.00

$22.00

$22.00

Membership dues are paid annually. If you have any questions about your dues,
contact Donna Shore (707) 585-7524.

Circle type of membership:

New

Renewal

Name:
Address:
City: _________________ State: _______

Zip Code: ________

Phone Numbers:
Email Address:
Payable to: Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
P

B

Amazons

P

B

Doves

P

B

Macaws

P

B

African Parrots

P

B

Eclectus

P

B

Parrotlets

P

B

Budgies

P

B

Finches

P

B

Pionus

P

B

Canaries

P

B

Gamebirds

P

B

Ringnecks

P

B

Cockatiels

P

B

Grasskeets

P

B

Rosellas

P

B

Cockatoos

P

B

Lories/Lorikeets

P

B

Australian Parakeets

P

B

Conures

P

B

Lovebirds

P

B

Other

Mail to: Membership, RECBC, PO Box 6232, Santa Rosa, CA 95406
We often need help with various functions for the club (i.e. bird mart/expo/fair,
toy making party, silent auction, outreach program, picnic, etc. Would you be
interested and willing to get involved and participate on occasion? Do you have
any specialized talents that you might like to volunteer? Please let us know!

Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991

REMINDER
Check your mailing
address label for
renewal date.

