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Now’s the Time to
Come to the Commons

Scenes from Summer in Nassau
The much-hyped solar eclipse on August 21 was a bit of a non-event. After a
bright, sunny morning clouds moved in
just as the celestial show was to start.
As pictured above, the moon’s shadow
could be seen between breaks in the
clouds. To the left - ladders stand ready
for one of summer’s many jobs - scraping and painting. This building on Albany Avenue is getting all spruced up for
winter. Outdoor activities this summer
have been plagued by frequent rainy
weather.

The Beautification Committee’s
two biggest events of the year are
right around the corner. On Saturday,
September 9th, Nassaufest brings
family fun to the Village Commons
from 11 am - 3 pm. Activities include bounce rides, Nassau community groups and numerous kids
games where every player wins
“Nassaubucks.” Even if you don’t
have kids to enjoy the fun, stop by
for lunch and enjoy “fair food” at a
reasonable price.
A taste of Germany comes to
Nassau with Oktoberfest on Sunday,
September 24th from 12 noon - 4 pm.
Locally made sausages, homemade
potato pancakes and imported German beers and wines are all available. If this is not enough to entice
you, we welcome back again Nassau’s own S & S Farm Brewery with
their fresh, local ales.
Musical entertainment for the
day will be provided by Nassau’s
own Bavarian Barons, an authentic
6-piece Bavarian brass band with a
blend of traditional European folk
music and Oktoberfest hits. The
event has become one of the biggest
in the village and draws attendees
from far and wide. Both great activities are admission free and support
the Village Beautification Committee’s projects in Nassau.
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News of Nassau’s
Bicentennial
Planning

On March 12, 1819 the Village of Nassau was
incorporated. Already settled since the 1750's,
the crossroads with a population of 300 would
create a farming and later industrial presence in
Southern Rensselaer County. With past visitors
such as the Marquis de Layfayette, Martin Van
Buren, Eleanor Roosevelt and Harry Belafonte,
Nassau welcomes you to come celebrate our
first 200 years and the future.

Nassau Hats - where are they now?

The rocky coast of New England was the vacation draw for these scenes of
Nassau Bicentennial caps. Above left, a fashionable Navy version was spotted at
the iconic Nubble Light at York, Maine by Judy Marquette. To the right, The Mad
Hatter sent in a picture of a cap on Cape Cod. No doubt the stop at Skippy’s Pier
1 was for a refreshing drink of cool water. The Village Green welcomes your
pictures of Nassau Bicentennial Souvenir items both near and far. E-mail your
pictures to info@nassau12123.com.

Bicentennial Webstore Now Open

Remember this link https://wickedsmart.myshopify.com/collections/village-of-nassau
This is the place to go to buy the largest selection of Nassau 200 items hoodies, polo shirts, long sleeve t-shirts and more. As this is a new venture
for us, be warned - we are starting small to see how it goes. You place
your order on-line, pay by credit card and your items will be shipped to
the address of your choice. You can also pick the items up at the vendor in
Watervliet. Take a look - the holidays are coming!

Your Bicentennial Planning
Committee continues to meet on the
third Monday of each month, 7 pm
at the Village Hall. All are welcome
to become involved. Committee
members, event volunteers and just
plain folks with questions or suggestions are always welcome.
To date much time and effort has
been spent working on our logo, developing merchandise for sale and proposing possible activities and funding
sources for the anniversary year.
Our “big” goal is the building of
a pavilion at the Village Commons
to be used for community events,
public shelter and other possible
uses. With the recent news that the
Albany Hudson Electric Trail is proposing our park as a trail head in the
system, this hoped for use is even
more exciting.
Aside from volunteering, your
purchase of Nassau 200 items helps
us make these plans reality. Caps and
t-shirts are available at Nassau Village
Hall, 40 Malden Street during business hours. Additionally the Committee will have a sales display at upcoming Nassau Community Events:
Nassaufest, 11 – 3, Sat. 9/9
Nassau Harvest Fair, 11 - 4, Sat 9/23
Oktoberfest, 12–4 – Sun. 9/24
Ghosts & Ghouls Halloween Event,
2 - 4, Sat 10/28
Visit www.Nassau12123.com for
additional Bicentennial information
and activities.

School Houses of
Nassau
in conjunction with a presentation
to be held Saturday, September 23
at the Nassau Fall Harvest & History
Fair, 1 pm, Nassau VFW
presented by the Nassau Town Historic Preservation Committee

T

All About Nassau
People, Buildings and Memories

by Kurt Vincent, Nassau Village Historian

hroughout the 19th and early 20th centuries, the one-room school house was the standard for education
across America. Here in Nassau the 1876 Beer’s Atlas of the Town of Nassau shows 16 separate school
districts. In those days districts were a much simpler thing than we are familiar with today. In the early days
school trustees, who were elected by town voters, supervised the schools. They hired, licensed and oversaw teachers. The typical teacher had a common school (eighth grade) education and two weeks of training at a teacher’s
institute. In general, teaching was considered a part-time job and the wages reflected this. Women were paid up to
$7.50 a month, and male teachers often earned double.
One-room schools served Upstate New York for about 150 years, from roughly 1800 to 1950. There was a
schoolhouse every couple of miles, and each may have served just a few families. The size of the school depended
on the size of the families in the area; if you had four families who each had five children that, could be your entire
school population. Siblings went to class side by side until 8th grade. The large number of schools in Nassau was
based on where families lived. Given the generally poor agricultural land available, small communities often were
based around mills, farms and cross roads. Because the primary means of transportation to and from school was
by foot, school buildings were located where the students lived.
Early records show the first formal public school in Nassau Town was organized prior to 1820 and located in
Nassau Village. In 1840 a new purpose built schoolhouse was erected in 1840. That building (with many changes
over the years) is still standing and is the rear two-story portion of the current fire house on Chatham Street. When
school centralization came into fashion in the 1940s and 1950s the little buildings with so much history became
obsolete. Some of the structures still remain standing, some are remembered by road names, but most are long gone.

Nassau District Number 1 school was located on Chatham Street in Nassau Village. Built in the
1800s, the two-story building had 8 class rooms, making it the largest school in the town. This image
from circa 1900 was a popular postcard sold at the Nassau Pharmacy and shows an unpaved
Chatham Street looking back to the Village Square. The building still stands today as the rear portion of the Nassau Hose Company fire house. Upper right, a typical classroom from around 1900.
Lower right, this photo from the 1930s shows Nassau Fair exhibition buildings to the rear of the
school. Teachers had a particularly difficult time keeping order during fair time.

Clockwise from the top - a detail of Nassau
School students from the 1890s. District No.
2, Slab City. District No. 12 Miller’s Corners on
Burden Lake Road. Nassau’s only brick school
house - District No. 6 Jefferson Hill Road. District No. 14 Brainard, current Route 20 opposite
the post office/former filling station. Teacher and
students circa 1898 from the Slab City Schoolhouse located at the intersection of County
Routes 15 and 16, Krouner Road. District No. 4
Central Nassau Road.
If you would like to share your Nassau stories and/
or pictures contact us at info@nassau12123.com or
telephone Mr. Vincent at (518) 766-2291.
We would love to include your material
in a future edition.

