
 

P r e s e r v i n g  H i s t o r y  T h r o u g h  A r c h a e o l o g y  

September 2023 

Volume XII, Issue 7 

GWINNETT  ARCHAEOLOGY  BULLETIN  

EDITOR:  

Delana M. Gilmore, MA, RPA 

Email: gwinnettarchaeology@gmail.com 

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR: 

Jim D’Angelo, PhD RPA 

Email: 4drdee@bellsouth.net 

MRB Archaeology Project .....................................................1 

More Diggin’s .........................................................................2 

SECHSA 2023 Conference .................................................... 3 

West Point 1828 Time Capsule ............................................. 4 

Excerpts from the Center for Archaeological Studies at University of 

South Alabama Web site  

T he Center for Archaeological Studies at the Uni-

versity of South Alabama’s Mo-

bile River Bridge (MRB) Archaeolo-

gy Project investigated and promoted 

the archaeology and history of the 1-

10 Bridge area. From November 2021 

to June 2023 archaeologists excavated 

15 sites in the right-of-way of the new 

bridge. These sites enhanced the 

knowledge of the past of the Mobile 

Bay—ranging from Native sites to 

French and Spanish colonial occupa-

tions to recent history.  

The acquisition of land to build a new 

bridge over Mobile River was ac-

quired to solve the ongoing traffic 

problems. This acquisition provided 

opportunities to conduct archaeological research. Oral 

history studies and examination of historic documents 

were also included in the investigation. 

One of the sites called the Mardi Gras Camp Site 

(1MB564) dates to about the 19th and 20th centuries. 

During this time period the area was a residential 

neighborhood. The most common 

feature identified at this site were 

privies or outhouses. These were of-

ten used as trash pits when they were 

no longer used, so they contained 

dense artifact deposits. One of these 

privies was wood-lined (pictured left) 

and contained fruit remains (e.g.; 

grape, muscadine, blackberry, rasp-

berry, etc.), peanut shells, coffee 

beans, and grain. These remains gives 

a glimpse in what people were eating 

and if they had access to local or im-

ported food sources.  

Read more about this project on the 

Center for Archaeological Studies at 

University of South Alabama Web Site  ■  CAS 

Mobile River  Bridge Archaeolog y Project  
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• BRAG Meeting: Blue Ridge Archaeology Guild (BRAG), a chapter of the Society for Georgia Archaeolo-

gy, will be having their next meeting on Wednesday, September 13 at Lumpkin County Library beginning 

at 7pm. The University of North Georgia (UNG) Archaeologist Dr. Kendy Altizer and some of her field 

school students will talk about their findings and their experiences in the Santee Delta this past May. The 

Santee Delta was once the heart of rice culture in the Atlantic world, and the field program is part of a larg-

er project to document enslaved lifeways in this region. Students are trained in archaeological field meth-

ods, as well as archival research, while contributing to an important research project. Dr Altizer is an As-

sistant Professor of Anthropology on UNG’s Dahlonega Campus where she teaches courses in Anthropolo-

gy and Archaeology. Her concentration is historical archaeology with research interests in plantation ar-

chaeology, Southeastern archaeology, cultural landscapes, African enslaved lifeways, the effects of coloni-

alism, rice culture, climate change, and geospatial analysis. Her fieldwork is located in the South Carolina 

Low country, focusing predominantly on plantation landscapes.  

• Elisha Winn Fair  The Annual Elisha Winn Fair will be on October 7 and 8 from 10am to 5pm each day. 

The Winn House and all buildings will be open for guided tours. There will be food vendors, craft vendors, 

period demonstrations, a period garden, blacksmith demonstrations, and live music. The cost is $5 for eve-

ryone over 12. For more information visit the Gwinnett Historical Society Web site.  

More Diggin’s  

https://www.gwinnetths.org/
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L ast month New South Associates staff had participated in the Southeastern Conference on Historic Sites 

Archaeology (SECHSA) conference in Greensboro, North Carolina. There was a wonderful reception at 

the Blandwood Museum Carriage House on Friday night, and presentations were on Saturday. The New South 

Associates representatives shared their recent archaeological work and received feedback that would help to 

refine their skills. Gwinnett Archaeological Research Society (GARS) President Anne Dorland presented the 

below poster on African-American resilience in Albany at the SECHSA. ■  NSA 

SECHSA 2023 Conference  



P r e s e r v i n g  H i s t o r y  T h r o u g h  A r c h a e o l o g y  

West Point Discovers Artifacts Inside 1828 Time Capsule 

D uring a live event last month artifacts were un-

covered in a time capsule from 1828 opened by 

the US Military Academy’s ar-

chaeological team. The one-cubic 

foot lead time capsule was dis-

covered in the sediment of the 

Thaddeus Kosciuszko monu-

ment’s base during recent renova-

tions. Six coins and a medal were 

implanted in the time capsule. 

The items date from 1795 to 1828 

and include an 1800 Liberty dol-

lar coin (pictured top right); an 

1828 50-cent coin; an 1818 25-

cent coin; an 1827 10-cent coin; a 

1795 5-cent coin; an 1827 1-cent 

coin; and an 1826 Erie Canal 

commemorative medal (pictured 

bottom right).  

During the event he U.S. Military 
Academy’s Dean of the Academic 
Board Brig. Gen. Shane Reeves articulated. 

“This is an incredible story that involves so many of West 
Point’s heroes and many of them are the Army’s and our 

nation’s heroes. We should reflect 
upon and be inspired by our history 
to pause and realize we have the 
immense honor and responsibility 
to continue the legacy that Koscius-
ko started, and that West Point con-
tinues to live up to his vision from 
so long ago,” he said. “There is no 
better opportunity to take a moment 
and be inspired by our Army and 
academy’s connection through time 
that is represented by that capsule 
and one of our nation’s true he-
roes.” 

The historical preservation process 
will continue, and updates will be 
provided when new information is 
available. 

To see photos of the recent artifacts, 

please visit the Kosciuszko Monu-

ment Time Capsule | Flickr.  ■  USMA 

GARS OFFICERS 
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