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Obits
VISALIA - Mary Ruth

Dillard, 99, of Visalia,
passed from this life to
the arms of her Lord, Feb-
ruary 9, 2019.“Ruthie”
was born in Eugene, Or-
egon, May 17, 1919 to Bill
and Doris Clark (Evans).
The family, including
her older brother, Evan,
moved to Los Angeles in
the 1920s where she at-
tended elementary and high school at St.Vincent’s.
In 1940 she moved to Visalia, met and married
Paul Saylor. They had one daughter, Karyll. Ruthie
worked for J.C. Penneys for 30 years and retired in
1988.She filled much of her retirement years with
school, travel and volunteering at the Food Bank.
She joined the walkers at the Visalia Mall where
she enjoyed meeting friends several times a week.
Ruthie moved to Kingsburg in 2012 to be closer to
her family. Her little dog, Tipper, was her faithful
companion and gave her years of joy.

Mary Ruth is survived by her daughter, Karyll
Smith (Gene) Quinn; grandchildren, Bill (Chris-
tine) Smith, Steve (Trina) Smith; great-grandchil-
dren, Matt (Alyssa), Alec, Christa, and Lindsey.
She is preceded in death by her father, Bill Clark;
her mother and step-father, Doris and Kirk Greer;
her brother, Evan; and son-in-law, Rondal Smith.

Graveside service will be at the Kingsburg Cem-
etery, Friday, February 15, 2019 at 10:00 AM.

Special thanks to the staff at Linwood Meadows
in Visalia for their loving kindness, care and com-
passion to mother.

Mary Ruth Dillard

CLOVIS - Roger Corum passed from his wife’s
hands to the Arms of his Savior on Sunday, February
3, in their home in Clovis, CA. Roger was the son
of W. E. Corum and Bonnie Murphy Corum. He
was born in Asheville, NC on May 30, 1944. He
spent his formative years in a log home built by his
grandfather, J. R. Murphy on Knob Hill, near the
Blue Ridge Parkway.

The family moved to San Diego in 1957. He
graduated from Mission Bay High School in 1962.
He then went to California Baptist College in Riv-
erside. It was at California Baptist College that he
met the love of his life, Sarah Dampf. They were married on May 21, 1966,
the weekend of their graduation.

Roger earned a Master’s of Religious Education at Golden Gate Baptist
Theological Seminary in Mill Valley, CA in 1969. He returned to California
Baptist College to manage the men’s dorm in 1969 – 1970 while he earned
his Teaching Credential.

Roger was a teacher in Visalia Unified School District from 1970 until
2000. His first years were teaching at Fairview Elementary, while the last 25
years were spent teaching special education at Valley Oak Middle School.

Fly tying and fly fishing were among his favorite activities. Roger loved
hiking in the Sierras and often would go with friends from church on out-
ings. He became an amateur radio operator in 1975. He loved working 10
meters when it was open, checking in on the San Joaquin net, and helping
new amateur radio operators. Radio controlled airplanes was a favorite for
entertaining the neighborhood kids. If Roger was at an event, he would surely
have camera in hand. He was the videographer for the Golden West High
School Band for the years his younger son, Bill, was in the marching band.

He was preceded in death by his father, mother and his sisters Margaret
and Bonnie Ruth.

Roger is survived by his wife of 52 years, two sons, Larry and Bill. Larry
and Bonnie live with sons David and Daniel in Clovis, CA. Bill and Carolin
live in Redding, CA with sons James and Keith. For over 20 years, Roger had
a mentor/familial relationship with Lourdes Cruz.

Roger was a member of Woodland Drive Baptist Church while he resided
in Visalia.

He will be remembered for his smile, his sense of humor and stories.
The family sends special thanks to Horizon Health and St. Agnes Hospice.

Sonya of Horizon Health took extraordinary care of him and paid special
interest in his wellbeing, both for the time he was there and after. The staff
from St. Agnes Hospice was wonderful and was of great support for Roger
and the family.

Services will be held at GateWay (formerly First Baptist Church) in Visa-
lia on Friday, February 15 at 2pm. GateWay is at the corner of Sowell and
Tulare at 1100 South Sowell.

Remembrances may be made to Saint Agnes Hospice or to the charity of
your choice.

Roger Corum

VISALIA - Mannon
Lee Wallace, Sr. passed
away in Visalia, CA on
February 12, 2019, at
the age of 87. Visita-
tion will be held Satur-
day, February 16, 2019
from 3pm until 5pm at
Hadley-Marcom Fu-
neral Chapel of Visalia.

Mannon Lee
Wallace, Sr.
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SACRAMENTO, Calif. – California
Gov. Gavin Newsom has set off a flurry
of speculation after he said the state’s
consumers should get a piece of the bil-
lions of dollars that technology compa-
nies make by capitalizing on personal
data they collect.

The new governor has asked aides to
develop a proposal for a “data dividend”
for California residents but provided no
hints about whether he might be
suggesting a tax on tech companies, an
individual refund to their customers or
something else.

“Companies that make billions of
dollars collecting, curating and mone-
tizing our personal data have a duty to
protect it,” the Democrat said in his first
State of the State speech Tuesday. “Cali-
fornia’s consumers should also be able
to share in the wealth that is created
from their data.”

Tech companies, for example, sell the
data to outside businesses that target
ads to users. The European Union and
Spain’s socialist government last year
each proposed taxing big internet com-
panies like Google, Facebook and Ama-
zon.

Common Sense Media, which helped
pass California’s nation-leading digital
privacy law last year, plans to propose
legislation in coming weeks that would
reflect Newsom’s proposal, founder and
CEO James Steyer said, without provid-
ing details.

Starting next year, California’s Euro-
pean-style privacy law will require com-
panies to tell customers upon request
what personal data they have collected
and why, which categories of third par-
ties have received it, and allow consum-
ers to delete their information and not
sell it.

U.S. Sen. Mark Warner of Virginia,
ranking Democrat on the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee, predicted in Novem-
ber that California would consider legis-
lation that would “send a shiver down
the spine” of tech companies.

He described the proposal as return-
ing 25 percent of the value of an individ-
ual’s data. It wasn’t clear how the calcu-
lation would be made.

Warner’s office said Wednesday that
he made the comment after speaking
with Steyer. Warner is considering fed-
eral legislation requiring companies like
California-based Facebook and Google
to provide users with annual estimates
of what their data is worth to the com-
panies.

Steyer said in a statement that New-
som is “spot on” about consumers hav-

ing the “right to share in the profits that
companies are making off them.”

Axios calculated that the average
Facebook user is worth $7.37 to the
company, while a Twitter user is worth
$2.83, and a Reddit user, about 30 cents.
The calculation basically divided the
companies’ annual revenue by their
monthly active users.

California-based tech giants Face-
book and Google did not immediately
comment.

Newsom’s office would not say who is
leading his review. Newsom “is open to
constructive input” from national ex-
perts and lawmakers, spokesman Brian
Ferguson said in a statement.

The governor’s office pointed to pro-
posals elsewhere that would put a tax
on data, including one that died in the
Washington state Legislature in 2017.
That measure would have taxed re-
ceipts from the sale of state residents’
personal data at a rate of 3.3 percent.

Mahsau Daee of the Internet Associ-
ation said the industry will look forward
to reviewing the governor’s eventual
proposal but that “free and low-cost,
data-driven online services offer Cali-
fornians – and all Americans – enor-
mous benefits.”

Jeffrey Chester, executive director of
the Center for Digital Democracy, said
Newsom “is off to the wrong start” on
protecting consumer privacy.

“They shouldn’t be tricked into giving
away their privacy for a small discount,”
he said in an email. “Selling it for a few
bucks isn’t the answer and will make the
problem worse.”

Dan Goldstein, president the digital
marketing agency Page 1 Solutions, said
a tax might not benefit consumers,
while some sort of profit-sharing plan
would likely return a “pittance of a ben-
efit” to individuals.

Facebook co-founder Chris Hughes
last year suggested that users could
band together to negotiate payments or
a data tax could be administered, simi-
lar to a fund that annually shares oil
profits with Alaska residents.

Consumer Federation of California
executive director Richard Holober
hailed the proposal while alluding to the
vast financial divide between rich and
poor, particularly in California, which is
struggling to address homelessness and
an affordable housing crisis.

The governor previously asked Sili-
con Valley companies to match $500
million in state funds with their own
low-interest loans for developers to
build homes for middle-income resi-
dents in some of the state’s costliest
areas.

Governor wants users
to profit from online data
Don Thompson 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN DIEGO – Califor-
nia Gov. Gavin Newsom
devoted part of his first
State of the State address
to attacking President
Donald Trump’s posi-
tions on illegal immigra-
tion, declaring, “This bor-
der emergency is nothing
more than a manufac-
tured crisis and Califor-
nia will not be part of this
political theater.”

His rhetoric in Tues-
day’s speech was similar
to that of his Democratic
predecessor, Gov. Jerry
Brown. His nascent rec-
ord suggests that he
wants even greater dis-
tance from Trump on one
of the president’s signa-
ture issues.

In his first budget pro-
posal, Newsom ear-
marked $25 million to
groups that address what
he calls “a humanitarian
crisis at the state’s border
with Mexico,” including
$5 million to be made
available this year. There
has been a sharp increase
in Central American asy-
lum-seeking families ar-
riving in San Diego who
are quickly released by
immigration authorities
with a notice to appear in
court.

On Monday, the Dem-
ocratic leader ordered the
withdrawal of most of the
state’s National Guard
troops assigned to

Trump’s mission on the
Mexican border.

Here’s a look at the ve-
racity of some of New-
som’s claims in his State
of the State speech:

Newsom: “We are cur-
rently experiencing the
lowest number of (illegal)
border crossings since
1971. In California, like our
nation, our undocument-
ed population is at the
lowest level in more than
a decade – some 550,000
fewer in our state alone.”

The facts: He’s wrong
about the current low in
illegal crossings, based
on Border Patrol arrests,
the most widely used
gauge. While arrests
along the Mexican border
fell to 303,916 in the 2017
budget year, the lowest
since 1971, they jumped 31
percent last year to
396,579. This is still rela-
tively low in historical
terms.

Arrests are up even
more sharply on the Mex-
ican border in the 2019
budget year, nearly dou-
bling from October
through January to
201,497 from 109,543 the
same period a year earli-
er.

Border Patrol arrests
in the San Diego sector,
which covers California’s
western part of the Mex-
ican border, fell to a 49-
year low in 2017 but
jumped 48 percent last
year. Arrests during the
first four months of the

2019 budget year soared
69 percent from the same
period a year earlier.

Arrests in the El Cen-
tro sector, which covers
the eastern part of the
state’s border, plunged to
a 45-year low in 2015 but
more than doubled over
the next three years. Ar-
rests during the first four
months of the 2019 bud-
get year are up 37 percent
from the same period a
year earlier.

The governor’s state-
ment about people living
in the country illegally –
both nationwide and in
California – is correct, ac-
cording to the Pew Re-
search Center. The na-
tionwide number fell to
10.7 million in 2016 from
12.2 million in 2007; Cali-
fornia’s dropped to 2.2
million from more than
2.7 million during the
same time.

AP Fact Check: Newsom wrong
on illegal border crossings
Elliot Spagat 
ASSOCIATED PRESS


