


 VA will: 
 
         •  Retrieve relevant records from a Federal facility such as 
             a VA medical center, that you adequately identify and  
             authorize VA to obtain  
           
         •  Provide a medical examination for you, or get a medical 
             opinion, if we determine it is necessary to decide your 
             claim 
 
         •  Make every reasonable effort to obtain relevant 
             records not held by a Federal facility that you adequately 
             identify and authorize VA to obtain. These may include 
             records from State or local governments and privately 
             held evidence and information you tell us about, such as 
             private doctor or hospital records or records from current 
             or former employers 

The Fully Developed Claim (FDC) Program is the fastest way to get your claim processed, and there is no risk to participate!  
Participation in the FDC Program is optional and will not affect the quality of care you receive or the benefits to which you are 
entitled. If you file a claim in the FDC Program and it is determined that other records exist and VA needs the records to decide your 
claim, then VA will simply remove the claim from the FDC Program (Optional Expedited Process) and process it in the Standard 
Claim Process. See below for more information. If you wish to file your claim in the FDC Program, see FDC Program (Optional 
Expedited Process). If you wish to file your claim under the process in which VA traditionally processes claims, see Standard Claim 
Process. 
 
WHAT YOU NEED TO DO 
You must submit all relevant evidence in your possession and provide VA information sufficient to enable it to obtain all relevant 
evidence not in your possession.

 Standard Claim Process  FDC Program (Optional Expedited Process) 

 You are strongly encouraged to: 
 
         • Send any information or evidence as soon as you can 
   
 
 You have up to one year from the date we receive the claim to 
 submit the information and evidence necessary to support your 
 claim. If we decide the claim before one year from the date we 
 receive the claim, you will still have the remainder of the one 
 year period to submit additional information or evidence 
 necessary to support the claim.

 VA will: 
 
         •  Retrieve relevant records from a Federal facility, such as 
            a VA medical center, that you adequately identify and 
            authorize VA to obtain 
 
         •  Provide a medical examination for you, or get a medical 
            opinion, if we determine it is necessary to decide your 
            claim

 You must: 
 
          • If you know of evidence not in your possession and want 
            VA to try to get it for you, give VA enough information 
            about the evidence so that we can request it from the 
            person or agency that has it  
 
 
  If the holder of the evidence declines to give it to VA, asks for a  
  fee to provide it, or otherwise cannot get the evidence, VA will  
  notify you and provide you with an opportunity to submit the  
  information or evidence. It is your responsibility to make sure 
  we receive all requested records that are not in the possession  
  of a Federal department or agency. 
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 You must: 
 
          • Submit your claim in accordance with the 
            "FDC Criteria" (see page 1)

HOW VA WILL HELP YOU OBTAIN EVIDENCE FOR YOUR CLAIM

 FDC Program (Optional Expedited Process)  Standard Claim Process 

WHEN YOU SHOULD SEND WHAT WE NEED

 You must: 
 
          • Send the information and evidence simultaneously with 
            your claim 
   
 If you submit additional information or evidence after you  
 submit your "fully developed" claim, then VA will remove the 
 claim from the FDC Program Expedited Process and process 
 it in the Standard Claim Process. If we decide your claim before 
 one year from the date we receive the claim, you will still have  
 the remainder of the one-year period to submit additional 
 information or evidence necessary to support the claim.

 FDC Program (Optional Expedited Process)  Standard Claim Process 



Veterans Pension 
 
To support a claim for veterans pension, the evidence must show: 
 
    1.  You met certain minimum active service requirements during a period of war. 
          Generally, those requirements are: 
             
            •  90 days of service during a period of war; OR 
            •  90 days of consecutive service at least one day of which was during a period of war; OR 
            •  90 days of combined service during more than one period of war: 
   
         (Note: If your service began after September 7, 1980, additional length of service requirements may apply, typically 
          requiring two years of continuous service or completion of active-duty obligation) 
 
            •  OR, any length of active service during a period of war with a discharge due to a service-connected disability 
 
    2.   You are age 65 or older or are permanently and totally disabled. Your disability or disabilities do not have to be related 
           to your military service.  You are considered permanently and totally disabled if medical evidence shows you are: 
 
            •  A patient in a nursing home for long-term care or medical foster home; OR  
            •  Receiving Social Security disability benefits; OR 
            •  Unemployable due to a disability reasonably certain to continue throughout your lifetime; OR 
            •  Suffering from a disability that is reasonably certain to continue throughout your lifetime that would make it 
               impossible for an average person to follow a substantially gainful occupation; OR 
            •  Suffering from a disease or disorder that VA determines causes persons who have that disease or disorder 
               to be permanently and totally disabled   
 
    3.   Your income and assets are within established limits. You must report income and assets for: 
 
           •  Yourself 
           •  Your spouse (unless you live apart and you are estranged and you do not contribute to your spouse's support) 
           •  Your child (unless custody has been legally removed by a court and you do not contribute to your child's support 
               or the child's income is not reasonably available to you). 
 
           Assets means the fair market value of all property that an individual owns, including all real and personal property 
           (excluding the value of the primary residence including the residential lot area, not to exceed 2 acres) less the 
           amount of mortgages or other encumbrances specific to the mortgaged or encumbered property).  Personal property 
           means the value of personal effects that are in excess of being suitable and consistent with a reasonable mode of life.

 Child Incapable of self-support

 Veterans Pension with Special Monthly Pension
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WHAT THE EVIDENCE MUST SHOW TO SUPPORT YOUR CLAIM  

 EVIDENCE TABLES 

  See the evidence table titled... 
 Veterans Pension

 If you are claiming...
 Veterans Pension (a needs-based benefit)
 Special Monthly Pension

Benefits because your child is severely disabled

WHERE TO SEND INFORMATION AND EVIDENCE 

When you have completed this application, mail or fax it to the appropriate Pension Center listed on Page 10. Be sure to attach any 
materials that support and explain your claim. Also, make a photocopy of your application and all supporting material you submit to 
VA before mailing or faxing it.       






