Monthly Newsletter of Bethesda Evangelical Lutheran Church, Carlton MN
January 2019

In This Month’s Beacon:
* Pastor Amy Odgren’s Online
Reflections
*Financial Update
*Member News
*Information & Registration forms for
the Upcoming Women’s Retreat
*Committee Updates
*Information on Financial Peace
University Course
*Community Events
*Upcoming VLM Events
*And More!
Bethesda’s Annual Congregational
Meeting will be held January 20th in
the Fellowship Hall Following
Worship. There will be a 2019 budget
Q & A meeting on January13th after
Worship.

Pastor Amy Odgren's
Online Reflections
Vision-Centered Financial
Stewardship
Every fall thousands of committees in
churches around the country sit around
tables staring at a scant number of
pledge cards. They argue about how
they are going to make ends meet next
year while they still haven’t made
ends meet this year. Barely half of the
congregation turned in pledge cards –
the other half they have to guess
on…and then there are the church
Treasurers who wring their hands and
pull out their hair every year trying to
construct a budget with 50% of the
information they need and 50% of the
funds they need. They are really
caught between a rock and a hard
place. They are fully responsible for
presenting a working budget to the
congregation but have little or no
control over gathering the information
– or money – they need to create it.
When the numbers don’t add up, they
are the first ones trying to trim the fat
and making the tough
recommendations to cut programs.
And you can count on others being
upset about it. I remember a bit of
wisdom someone told me long ago.
The quickest way to make someone
explode is to put them into a situation
in which they have all the
responsibility but none of the

authority. At the same time, many
parishioners are in the same boat.
They have 100% of the responsibility
for giving to the mission and ministry
of the congregation, but have little
control over what the money is spent
on, how the budget is put together, or
what happens if the income needed
doesn’t match the actual income. But
they are still saddened and feel they
somehow failed if at the end of the
year a beloved program or staff
member is cut.
Why do we ask people to give to the
church? There are lots of reasons.
Giving is good for the giver. The Bible
tells us so. God loves a cheerful giver.
Tithing is an ancient practice. The
church needs the money. It’s an
expectation of a disciple. Stewardship
is a spiritual discipline. All of these
are true. And all of these are
somewhat incomplete. None of the
reasons are really clear explanations
for why people should actually give to
the church. To get to the heart of the
reasons, you have to start with the
congregation’s Vision. At some point
– usually multiple points – in your
church’s history, the entire
congregation got together and spent
some significant time agreeing on
what they were all about. They talked
about their goals, their purpose, their
role to each other and within the
community and the denomination, and
how they were dedicated to furthering
God’s kingdom here on earth.

One perfect spot to look for Vision is
to turn to your congregation’s
constitution. Maybe it’s been
revamped a few times or maybe it
hasn’t been touched in years, but I
encourage you to look at Chapter 4STATEMENT OF PURPOSE in the
constitution. It’s the foundation of the
Vision and Mission to which we’re
called to be a part of as the Body of
Christ. Often, when I ask about the
mission of a particular congregation,
folks respond by saying, “We used to
have a Mission Statement, but nobody
knows it anymore.” Or they might say,
“That old thing is so outdated.”
Despite all their initial protests, when
people hear the STATEMENT OF
PURPOSE read aloud, they will
usually say, “Well, actually, that
makes a lot of sense. I guess I could
get behind those.” Vision and purpose
is centering. It focuses the
conversation. It reminds people what
the church is all about, and has always
been about.
Sometimes we can get so focused
on the individual pieces of
congregational life – the budget,
music, committee meetings,
squabbles, concern over the absence of
youth and children – that we forget
about the over-arching Vision. We
forget why we are doing church at all.
If people forget what the Vision of the
church is, then they forget their own
purpose and role in it. If the reason for
giving is because you are living out

the Vision by uniting with others to
change lives, communities, and the
world with God’s help, then the
consequences of not giving are very
different from what we usually imply
– the “shame and blame” that makes
us all cringe. Not giving has larger
consequences than simply not being
able to pay for utilities, staff and
programming. Not giving means to
miss out on the transformational
experience of working with a group of
dedicated people – it means missing
out on the joy of knowing you are
changing lives, communities, and the
world, and further, it’s missing out on
being part of the Body of Christ.
Church leaders for all time have
studied giving patterns and have
imagined new and creative giving
options. Most of the time, no idea is
off the table…crowdfunding, asking
people to make the church a
beneficiary on a life insurance policy,
asking people to give what they would
spend on a dinner out or their weekly
cups of coffee in order to meet
congregational budgets. But by
keeping Vision at the center of
financial stewardship, giving becomes
a transformational experience filled
with joy and community – and the
grace of an abundant and ever-present
God.
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participate in this Faith outreach
according to what they are called to
do.
If this is an area of our church ministry
that you would like to be involved with
please contact Pastor Mary.

The Bethesda Visitation Team
is a group of congregation members
that provides Faith out reach into
different areas of our community. One
area is church service at Interfaith Care
Center and Pineview Apartments on
the first Sunday of each month.
Members of the team conduct the
worship service by reading lessons,
singing songs and assisting residents
with finding the page numbers in the
song books.
The whole team does not need to be at
both services and each member does
not need to participate every month.
The second area of service is
individual one on one visits to
congregation members that are not
able to get to church.
Members of the visitation team

Member News

God’s Works’ Our Hands SEWERS
needed. Material, rope and thread
provided.
We are looking for volunteers to create
the Seafarers Ditty Bags and School
Backpacks. Are you
interested? Please contact Debby
Johnson. 384 3360

Celebrating January
Baptismal Birthdays
Marlene Anderson, Lance Konietzko,
Emily Matlack, Carol Bergstrom,
Phyllis Rousseau, Sandy Vernon,
Everly Jahr, John Holden, Laurie
Sparks, Natalie Lijewski, Scott
Frederick, Aaron Vick, Paul Carpenter,
Merie Johnson, Julie Frederick,
NancyLee Olsen, Anton Sheda &
Betty Peterson.
We welcomed into the family of faith
through the sacrament of Holy
Baptism on December 23rd,
Autumn Stowell daughter of Matthew
& Christal Stowell.

Sonja Wakefield passed away
December 8, 2018. Her Memorial
Service was held on December 16th at
Bethesda. We extend our sincere
sympathy, Christian care, and support
to Dino & Kristen & Family.

Office Hours will now be from 15-20
hours each week depending on the
need. Please call ahead if you are
making a special trip to the church to
see me in the office to make sure that I
am here to assist you. Thank you.

Middle School Gathering Update

Our deepest sympathy & prayers
to the families of Larry
Campbell, Father Francis
Paquette, David McCorison &
Terry Bang. God gives us hope
and strength in the promise of the
resurrection in Christ.

Hello everyone,
I attended the 2018 Middle School
Gathering with Bethesda’s
confirmation program. The Middle
School Gathering is planned and lead
by a group named LYO (Lutheran
Youth Organization). This group is
made up of high schoolers from
around the synod. The event and
Leaders were awesome. Everyone was
kind, we had great rooms and they had
entertaining activities. We had many
choices for activities. We could do an
obstacle course, swim, talk with the
bishop and play board games to name
a few. My favorite part was evening
worship. I thought that it was amazing
to have a huge group of youth your
own age worshipping with you. No
one there was playing on a phone or
not paying attention. Overall, this
event was absolutely incredible. I hope
that more youth attend this event in the
future to experience this amazing
event. I plan to attend this gathering
next year.
Peace,
Johanna Bernu

Anna Bong will be at the
church helping with some
office duties and light
cleaning 3 hours each week. A big
thank you to her for all of her hard
work!

It’s that time of year again…
All COMMITTEE REPORTS for
the Annual Report are due by
January 7th. Please have them into the
office by this date. Thank you.
There will be a 2019 budget Q&A on
January 13th after worship.

Thank you to the many hands who
helped make this season a blessing in
Advent worship services and suppers;
in special music, decorations,
providing poinsettias; and the many
preparations inside and out! Serving
hearts know joy, and we pray, our
gratitude!

Social Ministry
Social Ministry will be hosting
coffee in support of the WyCliffe
Bible Translators on January 13th.

WELCA
Our annual Touch of
Scandinavia Bazaar was a

success due to all the work of
everyone. Everyone who gave their
time, talents, and/or donations. We had
many new baked goods and the crowd
seemed to enjoy that. Family members,
friends, and neighbors stopped by to
shop, socialize, and have lunch.
Thanks again for making the Bazaar so
successful. See you next year!
There will be a WELCA/Bazaar
meeting Sunday January 27th, 2019
after worship in the Library.
Thank you to all who donated money
toward the Thanksgiving and
Christmas gift cards. Your generous
donations have helped to provide for
many area families!
Meatball Supper
Duane Soukkala is stepping down
from chairing the Meatball Supper. We
would like to thank him for his hard
work and dedication to this event for
the last couple of years. We are
looking for one, 2 or a group of people
who would like to chair this wonderful
event of fellowship and community. If
you are interested in volunteering to
head the event this year please let
Lynn Beatty, Pastor Mary or the
church office know.
Thank you!
Recycle Your Holiday Lights
The Carlton County Transfer Station
on Hwy 210 will recycle your Holiday

lights for FREE and are accepted
year-round.
Winter Hours are M-F 8:30am-4pm
and Saturdays 8:30am-1pm.
For efficient recycling, please remove
all types of plastic, cardboard
packaging, etc. and put your clean
string of lights in the box provided.
Rope lights are accepted. Electric
cords are also accepted. For more
information call 384-9176 or
http://co.carlton.mn.us/559/RecyclingSolid-Waste.

Faith on the Go
Pray
Light your Advent candle before you
pray!
Come Lord Jesus and sit with us, eat
with us, walk with us, shine your light
with and in us. Be with our family,
friends, and those who need your light
most of all. Amen
Connect
Where have you found renewal today?
Where do you need renewal today?
Bible
Luke 2:41‐52—Boy Jesus in the
Temple
Chat
Day 1
Luke 2: 41‐42

The Passover was a festival to
remember and celebrate God’s
presence with the people and salvation
from slavery. What are the festivals
that you celebrate every year? What is
your favorite and why?
Day 2
Luke 2:43‐45
Jesus stayed in the temple. Why do
you think he wanted to be at the
temple? Where is your favorite place
to go? Where do you like to talk about
faith?
Day 3
Luke 2:46‐47
Have you ever been away from your
family for a few days? What was that
like? Can you imagine if your family
didn’t know where you were? How do
you think that would feel?
Day 4
Luke 2:49‐50
What is a question you have about God
or faith or Jesus? Talk about your
questions.
Day 5
Luke 2:51‐52
What does it mean to keep something
in your heart? What do you keep in
your heart? What would you like to
keep in your heart?
Bless
May your story be renewed through
the hope in Jesus

17th ANNUAL WOMEN’S
RETREAT
Save the date for the Bethesda
Women’s Retreat from Thursday
January 31st thru February 3rd 2019.
Come for the entire weekend, part of the
weekend or just one day. The Retreat is at
Audubon Center of the North Woods
in Sandstone, MN this year.
COST: $150.00 for 3 nights
$100.00 for 2 nights
$74.00 for 1 night
$40.00 for all day
Please contact Lynn Beatty to register
or with any questions. A $50.00 non-refundable
deposit is due at time of registration. Deadline for
registration is January 20th, 2019.
This is a great way to relax and get to know the
wonderful women of Bethesda!
(218) 591-7519 or nssgbeatty@gmail.com
__________________________________________________________________________________________
17h ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT
NAME:________________________________________________________________
PHONE:___________________
E-MAIL _____________________________________
ARRIVE:__________________________ DEPART_____________________________
AMOUNT PAID_______________________________

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: LYNN BEATTY

Become a Wish Granter!
®

Make-A-Wish Minnesota has a volunteer opportunity to create hope,
strength, and joy for a child with a critical illness.

Are you interested?
As a Wish Granter, you will:
● Sign up to work with a child in your area
● Meet the child and family
● Help determine the child’s heartfelt wish
● Work in teams of two or three
● Act as a liaison between the Foundation and the

family
● Help make the wish come true!

Please email VolunteerServices@mn.wish.org
or call 612-767-2765 for more information or
questions about volunteering with Make-A-Wish.

Did you know?
Make-A-Wish Minnesota grants a wish, on average, every 27 hours!

Upcoming VLM Events:

Stand Up Paddle Board
Paddle Building Workshop

Silver Creek's stand up paddle boards.
Joel Abenth is the Executive Director
of VLM and an avid woodworker. He
and his family live in Duluth.
All Are Welcome! - Bring your
partner, friends, or family and spend a
weekend in the northwoods with a
beautiful piece to take home at the end.
Parent/child or grandparent/grandchild
participants can build a family
heirloom together!
Cost: $250/person. A $50 nonrefundable deposit is due with your
registration.

January 26th-28th at Camp
Vermilion
Create! This weekend long class includes four
sessions during which you will
complete your own stand up paddle
board paddle. You will craft your own
Stand Up Paddle Board Paddle from
gluing the wood blanks to a finished
work of art.
SUP!
Joining us for this workshop is Sarah
Woodruff Larson and Joel Abenth
Sarah and her family live in Roseville.
She is a paddle board and camp
enthusiast and co-owner of Silver
Creek Paddle. While our paddles are
drying, she will be giving us some tips
and inviting us to try out a variety of

Includes: All materials and tools
needed, use of paddle boards,
instruction, lodging, and Friday dinner
through Sunday brunch.
Space is limited to 10 paddles! To
register, please call the camp office
at (800) 331-5148.

January Volunteers
9:00
Greeters
6. Jane Joki
13. Debby Johnson
20. Dave & Lynn Beatty
27. Paul Carpenter
Ushers
6. Dave & Lynn Beatty
13. Paul Carpenter & Mary Saarela
20. Des Holm & Pat Durkee
27. Stacy Colich & JoAnn Gustafson
Lay Readers
6. Stacy Colich
13. Cheryl Ankrum
20. Bethany Leseman
27. Renae House

Communion Assistants
6. Janice Dahl & Linda Newlon
13. Dave & Lynn Beatty
20. Mary Saarela & Pat Durkee
27. Bethany Leseman & Stacy Colich

Acolytes
6. Anna Bong
13. Lucas Radtke
20. Nixon Mitchell
27. Ethan Krone

Communion Prep & Clean
6. Linda Newlon (P & C)
13. Mary Saarela (P & C)
20. Pat Durkee (P & C)
27. Ryan Swanson (P)
Bethany Leseman (C)

Counters
6. Jane Joki & Lynn Beatty
13. Linda Newlon & Mary Saarela
20. Bethany Leseman & Chris Mitchell
27. Lorna Bryant & Julie Wagman

Coffee Servers
6. Pat’s Group
13. Social Minsitry
20. Renae’s Group
27. Jenny’s Group
Just a reminder that if you have switched
duties with someone please contact the office
so changes can be made for the bulletin.
Thank you.

February Volunteers
9:00
Greeters
3. Sharon Bragge
10. Mary Saarela
17. Craig & Des Holm
24. Pat & Marv Durkee
Ushers
3. Jon Kolb & Ryan Swanson
10. Ginny Korte Castle & Lew Castle
17. Paula & Noah Olsen
24. Debby Johnson & Paul Carpenter

Acolytes
3. Anna Bong
10. Annabelle Soukkala
17. Lucas Radtke
24. Nixon Mitchell

Communion Prep & Clean
3. Renee Kesty (P & C)
10. Sharon Bragge (P & C)
17. Linda Newlon(P) Jane Joki(C)
24. Mary Saarela (P & C)

Lay Readers
3. Ginny Korte Castle
10. Linda Newlon
17. Paul Carpenter
24. Wendy Mitchell

Counters
3. Gladys Sievert & Janice Dahl
10. Jane Joki & Lynn Beatty
17. Linda Newlon & Mary Saarela
24. Bethany Leseman & Chris Mitchell

Communion Assistants
3. JoAnn Gustafson &
Cheryl Ankrum
10. Renae House & Cookie Jaakola
17. Janice Dahl & Sharon Bragge
24. Dave & Lynn Beatty

Coffee Servers
3. Beth’s Group
10. Social Ministry
17. Jeannette’s Group
24. Dawn’s Group
Just a reminder that if you have
switched duties with someone please
contact the office so changes can be
made for the bulletin. Thank you.

January 2019
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

1

2

New Year’s Day
Office Closed

5:30pm
Community
Meal
6pm
Faith Formation
6:30pm
Worship

THU

FRI

3
3:30pm
Children,
Youth, Family
& Ed. Meeting

4
11am
Men's Bible
Study

5

12

6

7

8

9

10

11

9am
Worship
Sunday Story
Time
10:15am
Coffee/Fellowship
Sing ‘N Play

10am
Mats for the
Homeless
7:00pm
Al-Anon
Meeting

5:30pm
Council Meeting
6:30pm
Financial Peace
University
Course

5:30pm
Community Meal
10th Grade
Confirmation
Class
6pm
Faith Formation
6:30pm
Worship

1pm
Jam Group

11am
Men's Bible
Study

13

14

15

17

18

Social Ministry ~
Wycliffe Bible
Translators
9am
Worship
Sunday Story Time
10:15am
Coffee/Fellowship
Sing ‘N Play
2019 Budget Q & A

10am
Mats for the
Homeless
7:00pm
Al-Anon
Meeting

Beacon
Deadline
6:30pm
Financial Peace
University
Course

20

21

22

23

24

25

9am
Worship
10:15am
Annual Meeting

Martin Luther
King Jr. Day
10am
Mats for the
Homeless
7:00pm
Al-Anon
Meeting

6:30pm
Financial Peace
University
Course

5:30pm
Community Meal
10th Grade
Confirmation
Class
6pm
Faith Formation
6:30pm
Worship

1pm
Jam Group

11am
Men's Bible
Study

27

28

29

30

9am
Worship
10:15am
Coffee/
Fellowship

10am
Mats for the
Homeless
7:00pm
Al-Anon
Meeting

6:30pm
Financial Peace
University
Course

5:30pm
Community Meal
10th Grade
Confirmation
Class
6pm
Faith Formation
6:30pm
Worship

31
Women’s
Retreat

Sing ‘N Play

4th & 5th
16
Grade
5:30pm
Community
Meal
Classes
10th Grade
Prayer
Confirmation

SAT

19

11am
Men's Bible
Study

Class
6pm
Faith Formation
6:30pm
Worship

26

