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within a few days, similar cancellations and suspensions of sports activities and events were enacted by other
states as well as college and professional sports leagues and organizations. Because of the enormous impact of the CIAC’s decision, we are devoting a significant portion of our newsletter to this story – including a recap of the decision with information on why it was made and the implications it may have
later in this school year and subsequent years. We’ll have excerpts from the announcement from CASCIAC Executive Director Glenn Lungarini, along with insights and additional information from CIAC
Officials’ Association Director (and former Board 10 official) Dan Scavone. Dr. Dan Davis will cover
medical and health-related information about the coronavirus in his “The Doctor is In” column – including the potential effects of the virus, how it can be contracted, symptoms of infection, risk factors, and
what people can do to hopefully protect themselves and their loved ones. We have also assembled a
panel of Board 10 leaders who offer their thoughts and opinions about this crisis and how we are to deal
with it. These articles and features are “must reads.” But, lest you think that the unfortunate consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic are the sum and substance of our 2019-20 basketball season, this
newsletter also reports on the many good things that have transpired on and off the court. Many of you
are to be honored for your long years of service to Board 10 and our member schools. Plus, as always
we have a comprehensive round-up of your off-the-court activities and successes as well as those of
your family members. In short, there’s a lot of good news to balance the unfortunate news of the winter
sports tournament cancellations and the many other shutdowns that have occurred throughout Connecticut, across the country and around the world. Please take the time to read this edition of the newsletter
in its entirety and bookmark the link to the newsletter on the Board 10 website for future reference.
Given the extraordinary events of the last few weeks, there may never be another edition like it.
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Special Report: The Coronavirus COVID-19 Pandemic
Part 1: The Ripple Effect
The spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19) has resulted in major upheavals that affect virtually all aspects of our lives -- sports, education, arts and entertainment, business, travel, jobs and paychecks. The
following are some of the postponements, cancelations and other changes that have been made in our
world of officiating and well beyond as a result of the pandemic.

Board 10 Banquet postponed
Board 10 President Dr. Dan Davis and Associate Secretary/Treasurer Ray Vanacore jointly announced
the following: “Based on all that is happening around us with the COVID-19 virus, the banquet committee has determined that it’s best for everyone involved to postpone
the Board 10 banquet. With the virus becoming pandemic, our entire daily lives have been affected. Our venue – Seasons Banquet
Hall – has had to cancel numerous events scheduled for the next
several weeks, so our event cancellation is not an isolated occurrence. The hope is to re-schedule the banquet at such time that it is
deemed safe to do so, and you will be duly notified when that time
arrives. Please keep yourself safe, keep your loved ones safe and
keep our communities safe.”

IAABO Spring Meeting put off indefinitely
The following message from IAABO Executive Director Felix
Addeo and Associate Executive Director Donnie Eppley was
posted on the IAABO web site: “As we continue to monitor the
Coronavirus (COVID-19) developments closely, the health and
wellbeing of our members and their families is of the utmost importance to us. Considering the growing concerns related to the
coronavirus and the impact it may have on local communities
throughout the country, the decision has been made to postpone
the Annual meeting of the International Assembly in Ocean City
Maryland until further notice. The business and operations of the
organization will continue as those involved in that work will do
so from virtual offices in New Jersey and Pennsylvania.”

New Haven Tap-Off Club Awards Dinner postponed
The New Haven Tap-Off Club awards dinner – originally scheduled to be held on March 31st at Villa
Bianca in Seymour -- to honor student athletes, coaches and officials -- has been postponed indefinitely
by the Club in light of the coronavirus threat and to protect would-be attendees from potential exposure.
Brad Chernovetz was to receive the Club’s Official of the Year award. Hopefully the dinner can be rescheduled so that all honorees will have the opportunity to be recognized in front of parents, friends,
coaches, teammates and others. (continued on p. 3)

!

PAGE 2

IAABO BOARD 10 NEW HAVEN

POSTSEASON 2019-20

Connecticut High School Coaches Association All Star Games cancelled
The CHSCA-sponsored high school all star
basketball games were called off. The girls all
stars were originally scheduled for March 16th
at Mercy High School and the boys all stars
were to have played at the Morgan School. This
was a disappointment for players, coaches, families and fans as well as for our officials who volunteered to officiate these games. This is yet another
sports event that has fallen victim to the health and safety concerns about the COVID-19 pandemic.

Unified Games cancelled
Although some Unified Games were played in early March before the coronavirus threat became more
evident, subsequently scheduled games were cancelled to protect the safety of all participants and spectators, as well as those of you who volunteered to officiate.

College sports shutdown -- No March Madness this year
The NCAA cancelled one of the sports world’s
most popular and lucrative events – the national
college basketball tournament. Originally, the
NCAA had considered allowing games to be
played in empty arenas, but the escalation of the
spread of the coronavirus led the organization to
cancel the games entirely. The NCAA cancellation
includes both the men’s and women’s basketball
tournaments at the DI, DII and DIII levels. Further, the NCAA has cancelled the college hockey
championships as well as championships in spring
sports including baseball and lacrosse. Prior to
what would have been the start of the NCAA basketball tournament, major college conferences cancelled their basketball tournaments including the AAC (where UCONN men and women play), the Ivy
League (where Yale plays), the MAAC (where Quinnipiac plays), the Big East, Big 10, Big Sky, Pac 12
and more. College hockey was not spared either, as the ECAC cancelled their tournament on the eve of
the quarter finals – wiping out the Yale-Quinnipiac rivalry game. Yale had pulled out of the tournament
before the ECAC announced their cancellation so QU’s opponent would have been Princeton. But now
that’s all academic (pardon the pun). (image from NCAA)

Professional sports shut down
Major League Baseball abruptly terminated all remaining spring training games and will postpone Opening
Day of the regular season until at least mid-April. The
NBA and NHL suspended their respective seasons with
no indication yet as to when they might resume play.
The same is true for Major League Soccer and England’s Premier League. The Chairman of Augusta National Golf Club announced that the Masters Tournament, golf’s first major tournament of 2020, will be
postponed. (image from MLB.com) (continued on p. 4)
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Formula One’s season-opening race in Australia was cancelled, and NASCAR postponed races in Atlanta and Miami while IndyCar suspended their races through the month of April. (Source: New York
Times). Pro tennis tours have been cancelled and/or suspended. There’s more to the impact of this
sports-wide shutdown than fans not having games to attend or watch on TV. The livelihood of countless
individuals employed by the teams or associated with the venues for these events are also at financial
risk – including but not limited to parking lot attendants, food and beverage vendors, ushers, groundskeepers, security personnel, ticket takers, and everyone who works in a bar or restaurant or souvenir
store at or near a professional sports venue. On a positive note, the Chicago Bulls and Blackhawks announced that they would pay their staff of approximately 1,200 game-day employees through the remainder of their originally scheduled seasons. MLB teams pledged a million dollars each to support
their employees.

Boston Marathon moved to September
Until now, the Boston Marathon has been run every year for 124 years on
Patriot’s Day in April. This year, that will not be the case. As reported by
the Boston Globe, local and state officials said that they are postponing the
iconic race until September 14th, a shift designed to help blunt the spread of
the coronavirus.
(image from Boston Globe)

Connecticut schools closed
On March 15th, Connecticut Governor Ned Lamont signed
an executive order closing all pubic schools in the State
until at least April 20th. As of this writing, 36 other states
have closed their schools, including our neighboring states
of Massachusetts, New York and New Jersey. More may
have closed by the time you read this. (image from WFSB
TV)

States of Emergency declared
Cities and towns across Connecticut have declared a state of emergency, including New Haven, Bridgeport, Hamden, East Haven, Seymour, Madison, Norwalk, and New Canaan. This information changes
rapidly, so more cities and towns may have declared by the time you read this.

Entertainment industry comes to a halt
The arts and entertainment worlds were also impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic and by efforts of city, state and national governments to protect the public. In New York City, Broadway went
dark on March 12th as all theatrical performances were cancelled for
30 days. Numerous popular television shows that normally have
live studio audiences will now not have those audiences if they
choose to remain on the air. Many such shows have shut down production for the time being, including the late night shows -- among
them (image from The Wrap) (continued on p. 5)
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Stephen Colbert, Jimmy Kimmel, and Jimmy Fallon. Even shows that are filmed and do not have studio
audiences are suspending production – shows such
as “Grey’s Anatomy” and “General Hospital.”
Movie companies are delaying the releases of their
new offerings including the latest James Bond film
“No Time To Die.” Concerts and other musical and
artistic performances nationwide and worldwide
have been put on hold for the time being. Finally,
Disneyland and Disneyworld have closed, making
the “Happiest Places On Earth” the “Loneliest
Places On Earth.” (image from Insidethemagic.com)

Connecticut shutdown has dramatically changed our daily lives
COVID-19 has spread to all 50 states and all counties in Connecticut. Thousands are infected, and
deaths have increased. Governor Lamont issued executive orders that have closed all public schools and
non-essential businesses. Banks, supermarkets and other food stores, healthcare operations, airports,
commercial trucking, telecommunications, utilities, gas stations, convenience stores, package stores and
pharmacies are among those deemed essential. Restaurants are limited to take-out and delivery only.
Stop & Shop, while allowed to remain open, has reduced their hours, but are offering people age 60 and
older special store hours of 6 to 7:30 AM so that this segment of the population which is at higher risk
can shop in less crowded surroundings. Most other retailers are closed or operating with limited hours.
People statewide have been told to stay home unless they have an absolute need to go out, for example
to buy food and groceries. Parents who still must go to work are scrambling to find childcare. Schools
are implementing distance learning, although not all schoolchildren have internet access or laptops to go
on line. Many people have lost their jobs. Record numbers of people have applied for unemployment
compensation. Others can’t because they are temp workers, contract workers or self-employed. For
them, that means no money coming in while bills still have to be paid. It is a disastrous situation. Then
there’s the mass hysteria causing people to mob grocery stores and stock up on toilet paper, water, cleaning supplies and other items – emptying store shelves as those stores struggle to keep up with demand.
It’s a whole new world that we’re facing in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.The changes to our daily
lives are profound. Who knows how long we’ll have to live with these changes. And who knows which
of these changes may become permanent. Is this the new reality just for now, or will it become the new
norm from here on in? We won’t know until the spread of the coronavirus has been curtailed, if and
when that happens, and people are no longer at risk.

Carpet Sales & Expert Installation
T.R. Carpet Service Tom Raucci, owner
(203) 494-1115.
$50 off any room of carpet
for Bd 10 members
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Member-to-Member Mart

We hope to re-open soon. In the meantime take-out and delivery are available
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Member-to-Member Mart

!

PAGE 7

IAABO BOARD 10 NEW HAVEN

POSTSEASON 2019-20

Member-to-Member Mart

!

PAGE 8

IAABO BOARD 10 NEW HAVEN

POSTSEASON 2019-20

Special Report: The Coronavirus COVID-19 Pandemic
Part 2: Inside the CIAC Decision to Cancel the State Tournament
On the morning of Tuesday, March 10, 2010, we were greeted with the news that the CIAC had – for the
first time in history -- cancelled all high school winter sports state tournaments in light of the coronavirus COVID-19 pandemic. CASCIAC Executive Director Glenn Lungarini held a press conference and
issued the following statement:
“After much consideration and consultation, the CIAC has
made the difficult decision to cancel all remaining CIAC winter tournament games. The CIAC understands and appreciates the disappointment that student athletes, parents, coaches
and administrators may feel as a result of this decision. However, we must always place the health and safety of our student athletes first.”
The CIAC made a difficult, painful and, as it turns out, entirely necessary decision. To help you
better understand that decision, here is the background on when, how and why the decision was
made.
Let’s go back to Monday, March 9th. At that point in time, the first week of the girls state basketball
tournament was underway with several early round games having been played. The boys tournament
was scheduled to begin on that Monday as was the state hockey tournament. Then the CIAC began receiving communications from across the state. Executive Director Lungarini participated in a conference
call with the Governor’s office and school superintendents. There was an indication that several schools
would close before the week was over. Additional notifications came
from the State Department of Health. A declaration of a state of
emergency was possibly in the offing. All this happened on or by
Monday March 9h.
The CIAC staff had meetings to discuss the situation at hand. Here’s
what CIAC Officials’ Association Director Dan Scavone told us
happened next: “Our office started getting communications from
school districts that if the tournament went past Tuesday, there was a
good chance they would not participate. Others said they might be
able to play with no fans in attendance. There was a wide variety of
input on how schools might react with the threat of school closures
looming over their heads. Several neutral sites indicated that they
were uncertain about being able to host any further tournament games. Our top priority as always was
the health, safety and wellbeing of our schools and communities. That drives every decision we make. In
addition, we looked at the logistical problems we faced. After all, what would be the point of extending
the tournament one more day for schools that might be able to play, when we knew that schools and sites
would be closed by Wednesday or Thursday and we couldn’t come close to
(continued on p. 10)
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finishing the tournament. So, all things considered, we made the decision to shut it down.” Glenn Lungarini announced the CIAC’s decision on Tuesday the 10th. That announcement seemed to come out of
the blue. The entire Connecticut high school community was stunned, as were we at Board 10, along
with our officiating colleagues on the other boards in Connecticut. The decision was originally met with
great sadness and disappointment, which soon turned to outrage, which led to a protest by student athletes at the headquarters of the CIAC in Cheshire.
The feelings were understandable. Many student athletes had worked extremely hard over a long period
of time for the opportunity to get to the tournament and play for a state title. For the seniors, this would
have been their last shot at a championship. The cancellation of the tournament meant for many that they
had played their last high school basketball game and, for those not going on to play in college, their last
competitive games ever. Many coaches expressed their empathy with their players, though a number of
them said that they understood the necessity of the decision in order to protect the health and wellbeing
of their players and everyone who might have attended their games. As basketball officials, you all know
how you felt if you were on the tournament list, and the feeling was not good.
Feelings changed as the reality of the COVID-19 crisis became more evident. The CIAC’s decision to
cancel the tournament proved not to be an overreaction to the crisis. In fact, their decision was prescient.
As reported by the Waterbury Republican-American, within 24 to 36 hours of the CIAC decision, 32
other states across the country cancelled or postponed their state tournaments. The dominoes continued
to fall with college leagues and conferences canceling their tournaments and the NCAA canceling March
Madness. Professional sports came to a standstill as the NBA, NHL and MLB suspended play indefinitely. Dan Scavone said, “We had to make a tough call based on all the information we had in hand. We
made the judgment that it was simply impossible to move forward with the tournament. 48 hours after
our decision, it was validated, as just about everyone else cancelled.” As if the CIAC decision needed
further validation, on March 15th, Connecticut Governor Ned Lamont signed an executive order closing
all public schools in the state until at least March 31st. That closure has since been extended to April 20.
With schools now closed and winter sports shut down, the question remains: What is the fate of high
school spring sports? Well, on March 18th, the CIAC met with nearly 70 school, athletic and governmental leaders to discuss this very question. According to the CIAC web site, “There is a strong desire to
provide student athletes some spring athletic experience if possible. Any plan for spring sports will need
to adhere to the guidelines from the Governor’s office, Department of Education and health experts regarding the potential reopening of schools to establish a specific time frame.” Executive Director Lungarini emphasized that the health and safety of the schools, students and their communities is the
CIAC’s top priority in terms of any decision they make with regard to resuming spring sports.

Member-to-Member Mart
The David Daniels III Consulting Group
Workshops, seminars, training, motivational talks in the fields of law
enforcement, security, financial planning, art and music. For more information, call 203 258-0134, email DAVIDDANIELSIII@ME.COM or visit :
http://dd3consultinggroup.com
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Member-to-Member Mart
In Dennisport • 7/10 mile from the beach •
2 bedrooms • pullout living room couch
New kitchen • new bathroom • screened in porch • washerdryer • cable • internet access • picnic table • gas grill • $900/
week. Reduced prices on weekdays. Special low rates for
fall. Call Rich Altieri 203 248-4398 or 203 809-4318. Find out
more on line at: www.capecodaltierihome.weebly.com

Weddings, graduation parties, anniversaries, Bar
Mitzvahs. If you have a special occasion coming up,
let DJ David Daniels III provide the tunes and entertainment. David offers a wide range of music to suit
all tastes and moods. PLUS, he’ll even serve as your
photographer.
Call: 203 258-0134. Party on!

A medical emergency can happen anywhere,
even in a hospital. Should it happen in an environment of medical professionals, can they
handle it? What if it happens in a non-clinical
area? Do you know proper procedure? If not,
learn First Aid and CPR. We offer courses in
American Heart Association(AHA) Heartsaver CPR/AED/First Aid, BLS Healthcare
Provider, Family and Friends CPR and First Aid, Bloodborne Pathogen, CT State
EMT and EMT Refresher Programs, CT EMT Practical and other courses as well.
Classes available at your site or at our new location: 57 Ozick Drive Unit G Durham Ct 06422. Phone Lou Brockett: Office (860) 788-3953. Cell (203) 213-7775,
Fax (860) 788-3953. Or visit: www.asecondchancecpr.com

Michael J. Luzzi, Attorney at Law
For the finest legal service and representation for
Auto Accidents, DWI, Real Estate, Bankruptcy,
Criminal Cases, and Personal Injuries
1172 Townshend Avenue, New Haven
Office: 203 404-5155 Cell: 203 675-9049 Fax: 203 886-1047
Email: michael@luzzilaw.com
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Special Report: The Coronavirus COVID-19 Pandemic
Part 3: Analysis, Reaction, and Guidance from Board 10 Leaders
It was only recently that the CIAC decided to terminate all high school winter sports state tournaments.
So much has happened since the decision was announced that it seems to be well back in our rearview
mirror. But it isn’t. Nor should it be. The impact of that decision has been stunning, to say the least. It
has profoundly affected student athletes, coaches, parents, fans, school administrators and of course the
officiating community to which you belong. You most likely have strong feelings about the decision, especially if you were a tournament official, and are wondering what may happen with regard to the next
high school basketball season as well as other sports throughout the year which many of you officiate.
As important as officiating is to each of us, the devastation caused by the corona virus COVID-19 pandemic reminds us all that there is much more to life than sports. We need to keep things in perspective
and look at the bigger picture and do all we can to safeguard our health that of our families and somehow stay financially afloat with so many businesses and sources of income completely shut down. To
help you with that perspective, we assembled a Powerhouse Roundtable of Board 10 leaders and asked
them to share their opinions, insights and guidance during these extraordinary times.

Our Roundtable consists of (left to right) Board 10 Commissioner Buddy Chernovetz, Board 10 Interpreter and Associate Secretary/Treasurer Ray Vanacore, Chief Clinician and Associate Commissioner
Steve Wodarski, and Board 10 President Dr. Dan Davis. Here’s what they had to say:
When it was first announced, with what we knew and didn’t know at the time, what did you think of
the CIAC decision to cancel the winter sports state tournaments?
Buddy Chernovetz: When I first heard that the CIAC was thinking of canceling the tournament, I felt it
was the right decision. My wife had predicted two weeks before that they would not have a tournament
this year. She was correct. There was too much about this virus that was not known, and we felt that the
CIAC would err on the side caution to protect students, fans and players. Bringing together large groups
of people from all over the state certainly was not a great idea.
Ray Vanacore: There obviously at first was not just disappointment but mostly shock and disbelief.
Emails and text messages were being sent around from fellow officials asking if it were true. I instantly
went to the WTNH website and saw that the CIAC was going to hold a press conference. Then it hit me
that the situation was more serious than I had imagined. My initial thought (continued on p. 13
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was that games would be played with no
fans. When I heard the tournament was
being cancelled, I thought this was an
overreaction.
Steve Wodarski: I had the same reaction
as many of the athletes and coaches. Remember, I am an Athletic Director and an
official. My first reaction was great disappointment. I was disappointed for the kids,
coaches, my fellow officials and myself.
Our school team played on Monday,
March 9th, the day before the CIAC decision was announced. We lost and were
eliminated, so from an AD perspective, my whole winter season was basically over that Monday night.
But I did a work 3 tournament games the week before and on Monday I went to watch my son do a tournament game. After his game, I met with some other officials, and none of us had an inkling that things
would end so suddenly.
Dr. Dan Davis: I was surprised but not shocked. I was disappointed for the athletes and coaches who
had worked so hard to get to the tournament as well as the officials who had also worked so hard to officiate at the quarterfinal level. I held out a slim hope that this situation was temporary. But that hope
didn’t last long. I suspected this would be the end of the season. From a healthcare perspective, it made
sense. I understood it. And understanding is what a lot of people failed to do. They didn’t consider the
broader ramifications. At that stage there were not a lot of cases in CT, but they were trying to not let it
spread. That decision by the CIAC had a bigger benefit than anyone imagined. In retrospect it was visionary. It was the right move.
How do you feel the cancellation affected players, coaches, fan bases – and the officials who were to
work the state tournaments in all winter sports, not just basketball?
Buddy:
The initial effect was "a punch to the gut" for all. I feel particularly bad for the Seniors as they lost the
opportunity to play their last game as a high school athlete in a state tournament. There will be another
year and another season for the rest of us, but for the Seniors, there is no longer going to be another high
school basketball season for them. I’m sure that the finality was devastating for them.
Ray Vanacore:
Certainly, the entire basketball community was outraged. This sentiment extended to all Connecticut
winter sports. The day after the decision was announced, a large gathering of students, coaches and parents went to CIAC headquarters to protest their decision to cancel. My first reaction was feeling sorry
for all of Board 10 for the loss of what the tournament experience brings. Mostly there is sadness for the
athletes losing out on the completion of their season and, for some, it was the end of their competitive
sports careers.
Steve Wodarski:
I feel especially bad for all of the Seniors in the tournament and any team that had a bona fide chance at
winning the whole thing. Your heart has to go out to them. In hindsight, this is a relatively small issue
compared to the whole struggle that all of us are facing right now. Although I’m doing some things from
home, there’s not a lot for me to do. Some students have some work and I (continued on p. 14)
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respond to them if they have questions. As an AD, there’s not a lot
to do until we hear about spring sports.
Dr. Dan Davis:
Everyone was affected. For parents and other family members and
fans watching their kids after all these years of training and suddenly coming to the realization that it was now over – that must
have been heartbreaking. As is it, parents might not be able to
watch their kids graduate if schools are still closed and large gatherings are still prohibited. Imagine how you would feel if this most
important day in your son or daughter’s life would be lost. Parents
won’t get to see their kids play in any championship games. Their
kids may not be playing in college, so the end of the high school
tournament was the end of their high school sports career. As disappointing as that is, health comes first, and that’s what we have to
keep in mind. (Photo by Jonathan Bloom, courtesy of MaxPreps)
Within 2 to 3 days, more states cancelled their tournaments, CT schools closed down, college sports
cancelled their tournaments and most pro sports suspended play until further notice. With those developments having happened, did your opinion of the CIAC decision change? If so, how?
Buddy Chernovetz:
Three days after the CIAC decision, I think that we all began to fully understand the extent of this virus
and that the CIAC decision was in the forefront of what was to come. They were pretty the much the
first out of the gate nationwide to take the action they did by canceling all winter tournaments. I felt it
was the correct and proper decision and subsequent actions across the country canceling their tournaments bear this out.
Ray Vanacore:
My opinion changed dramatically. Most people’s opinion was that the cancellation decision was an over
reaction by the CIAC. I was among those who felt that way. Now looking back, it’s clear that the CIAC
was the leader in what became a trend to close or shutdown all organized sports in America.
Steve Wodarski:
Once we started seeing the major college tournaments fall by the wayside and the professional leagues
and schools shutting down, basketball was the farthest thing from my mind. I sit on the CAAD (Connecticut Association of Athletic Directors) board of control and while I was disappointed in the decision,
I had faith that those people knew what they were doing. I had a feeling that there was more to this than
even I knew about. Disappointed as I was, being an AD and being involved with those people, I put my
trust in their decision.
Dr. Dan Davis:
Looking at what we are facing right now, my opinion of the decision is that it was the right call. It took a
lot of courage on the part of the leadership of the CIAC including our former colleague Dan Scavone
who had a hand in this difficult decision. As an official, you have to respect what the CIAC did. Health
is everything. Our group of officials has people who are vulnerable to so many health threats. You have
to protect officials, players and everybody else. You have to respect the virus. People don’t do that
enough yet. Our political leaders are finally starting to respect the virus – something they didn’t do at
the beginning. We are paying for that now. Can we stop the pandemic? We’re not near flattening out the
infection curve any time soon in U.S. When people like Kevin Durant get infected, (cont. on p 15)
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the rest of us must take notice. NBA players are among the most physically fit in the world, yet a number
of them have been confirmed as infected by the COVID-19 virus. In other words, anyone can get it.
What do you think the ongoing impact from the COVID-19 situation will be on us as officials and on
officiating organizations? How do you think our profession will change, if at all, in how we go about
preparing for handling ourselves at games and interacting with a lot of people?
Buddy Chernovetz:
I don't think there will be any real changes from this. I hope it is a once-in-a-lifetime event. I am 75 and
this is the first such occurrence in my life. I pray that we have seen the last of something like this
pandemic. I don't think you can do any more than what is being done right now. You are going to react
to what happens when it happens and do your best for the time being to be safe and take the necessary
precautions.
Ray Vanacore:
Right now, there is uncertainty. At the national level, our governing organization -- IAABO -- has canceled the Spring business meeting. This meeting is important for many reasons. Standing committees
give their annual reports. There are constitution amendments to be voted on. Executive board member
positions were up for regional elections. A new IAABO president was to be ceremoniously introduced.
Also, the Life Membership luncheon was to be held. This is IAABO’s highest honor. Five inductees will
not have the privilege of experiencing this honor. For Board 10, for the near-term, things remain somewhat normal outside of the postponement of the banquet. Like every other facet of life, we will have to
adjust to the changes before us.
Steve Wodarski:
I’m hopeful that this subsides after some period of time. I’m also hopeful that we will resume officiating
next season. If things do subside and there is a solution to the problem, hopefully it doesn’t negatively
affect us at all. Even before the COVID-19 outbreak occurred and threatened people’s health and safety,
officials had reasons to be concerned – including the sorry state and unsanitary conditions of the locker
rooms. Officials’ locker rooms should be cleaner than they are. That’s been a source of discontent for
years for us. I’m not sure anything else will change. But this is a wakeup call for all of us. People need
to heed the advice of doctors and wash hands thoroughly and constantly throughout the day. That is a
practice that must become part of our daily routine from here on in.
Dr. Dan Davis:
For one thing, we officials must become more cognizant of how to minimize the risks that we face,
health-wise, when we go to the schools and officiate our games. I’ve been preaching this for years. We
have to adopt best practice health protection actions, including washing our hands before, during (at
halftime) and after our games. Remember that you’re handling the same ball multiple times that the
players have been handling. It’s easy to pass on a germ of some sort that way. You have to wash. Maybe
we should lobby for making it standard practice that all schools keep hand sanitizers at the scorer’s table
that the officials can use. Something that simple could prevent a lot of health problems.
Will this situation have any effect on our ability to recruit new officials?
Buddy Chernovetz:
Put simply, this will not have any effect on the recruiting of officials, in my opinion
Ray Vanacore:
Possibly. The Board 10 new candidates’ classes are not scheduled until September. We may not be able
to secure a space to conduct classes. There also may be a ban on holding gatherings of a certain number
or more. Enrollment in our classes may be decreased based on the close proximity officials have with
players. Only time will tell. (continued on p. 16)
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Steve Wodarski:
I think this may hurt us in recruiting new officials. If, because of the pandemic, people are out of work
and looking for anything they can do to generate income, this might help us attract more people, but not
necessarily the most qualified or properly motivated people. It’s always been my hope that people are
interested in officiating because they love the sport, and not just for the money. I do think we’re in a
good place now with our numbers in part, unfortunately, with the demise of a lot of freshman programs.
But getting quality officials is always something we can do better – “quality” being the key word.
Dr. Dan Davis:
There are already barriers that predispose people to not want to become officials or to drop out after officiating for a while. Abuse from parents and other spectators and all the pressure associated with officiating are among the key reasons we lose current and potential officials. Those who can handle the pressure
tend to stay. Those who can’t drop out or never even get started. But there’s an old saying: “Pressure
makes diamonds” and we need a lot more diamonds than lumps of coal. Now, the COVID-19 outbreak
doesn’t help our recruiting potential. The health scare is another reason people might not want to become sports officials. We always hope that love of the game will enable us to successfully recruit new
people, but this virus is not helping the situation.
What recommendations and/or suggestions do you have for the powers that be – school districts, State
entities such as CIAC, Board of Ed, Public Health Dept. – about how we as individuals and as a State
should act in the future to protect ourselves and others against potential future outbreaks and threats
to public health?
Buddy Chernovetz:
I am not smart enough to offer any recommendations. I think what has been done is what would have
been done if we spent 2 years planning for something like this.
Ray Vanacore:
Everyone’s future lives will be changing going forward. The sports world will need to collectively brainstorm measures to better protect athletes and officials. Sports puts athletes and officials in close proximity to each other. There are not any simple answers without impacting the game in some major manner.
Steve Wodarski:
I am not an expert, but I trust the leaders of our schools and government to make those decisions. But if
nothing else, it has to be a wake-up call to keep locker-rooms and facilities clean and regularly maintained. At my school, maintenance people don’t report to me. I can only give the orders and make the
requests. Ultimately it falls on having proper staffing and the tools to do the job.
Dr. Dan Davis:
I think that the leadership of our sport and our officiating profession have demonstrated extremely good
judgment in their actions and their decisions with regard to the current health crisis. I would only suggest that we all learn from this experience and do what is necessary at all levels to protect ourselves, our
profession, the sports community and our communities at large.
Any other thoughts on the whole pandemic and its effects on our lives and livelihoods in general?
Buddy Chernovetz:
My thoughts are now with the spring sport athletes who may lose their entire season. This will be worse
than the cancellation of the basketball tournament. At least the basketball season was completed. They
may have lost the tournament, but they had a season. The spring sports athletes may not get their chance
to have a season, let alone a tournament. (continued on p. 17)
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Ray Vanacore:
It is really hard to think about the basketball part of all this. Sports in general will have to take a backseat to what we are facing. There is nothing more important than your health and the well-being of the
people you care about.
Steve Wodarski: It is very discouraging. Sports play a big part of all of our lives, but it has to be put in
the rear view mirror and we have to look out for the safety and health of everyone.
Dr. Dan Davis:
Just keep mind that your health is paramount. Whatever governments and agencies decide – or those
who govern our sport and profession do – we all have a responsibility to minimize the current spread of
the virus and to protect ourselves and our families from here on in. Don’t become complacent about
your health and safety. Don’t think this problem will go away any time soon. Our lives have changed,
perhaps permanently. We have to adjust and do the best we can.

Member-to-Member Mart
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Other News
Board 10 Bowling Fundraiser now postponed
In “breaking news” of a sort, we recently found out that Board
10’s annual Bowling Night fundraiser originally scheduled for
Saturday, May 2nd at the Bowlero Bowling Lanes in Milford is
postponed for the time being. On March 19th, Connecticut Governor Ned Lamont issued another executive order shutting down
a number of businesses, including shopping malls, amusement
parks and bowling alleys. That closure order became effective at
8PM on the 19th. We hope things will change such that we can
reschedule the event, because it raises money to help our fellow
officials and their families – as well as people from the general
athletic community – who are in need due to illness, injury or financial stress. The Bowling Night event has been very successful in the past, last year raising over
$2500 from ticket sales, the raffle and other donations – plus a portion of the Board 10 dues earmarked
for the Sunshine fund to help fellow officials in need -- bringing last year’s event total to over $10,000.
So far the Sunshine Fund has dispensed over $210,000. The length of the postponement is dependent on
when the restrictions and closures implemented and/or mandated in Connecticut will be lifted. We will
keep you posted.

Board 10 Officers and Leadership Positions for the 2020-21 season
The slate of officers from this past season were elected to two-year terms, at
last year’s annual meeting so they will remain in office for next season

President: Dr. Dan Davis 	

	

	

Associate Secretary/Treasurer: Ray Vanacore
st
1 Vice President: Lou Matteo	

	

Commissioner: Buddy Chernovetz
2nd Vice President: Don Perkins	

	

Assistant Commissioner: Steve Wodarski
Secretary/Treasurer: Hank Luzzi	

	

Interpreter: Ray Vanacore
	

	

Assistant Interpreters: Steve Wodarski, Bhavin Parekh
District Representatives were voted on at this year’s annual meeting
District (1) Jason Crockett. Ansonia, Beacon Falls, Derby, Middlebury, Milford,
0xford, Prospect, Seymour, Shelton, Southbury, Woodbury
District (2) Charlie Hague. Bethany, Cheshire, Hamden, New Haven, Orange.
West Haven, Woodbridge
District (3) Ric Raffone, Jr. Branford, East Haven, Guilford, Madison, North
Branford, Northford, Clinton
District (4) Frank Savakis. Meriden, North Haven, Wallingford	

District (5) Kerry Ervin. Naugatuck, Waterbury, Wolcott

!
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Normally our Service Awards and Sportsmanship Awards are given out at the annual Board 10 Banquet,
but the banquet has been postponed due to the coronavirus threat. However, the recipients of the awards
still deserve recognition so here's the list:

50 Years:	

40 Years:	

30 Years:	

25 Years:	

20 Years:	

15 Years:	

10 Years:	

5 Years:	


Service Awards
Jim Casagrande, Buddy Chernovetz
Dave Scasino, Dan Tammaro
Jonathan Taft
Joe Alberti
Dave DeMartino, Glen Lindsey, Bob Moriarty
Don Acerra, Ken Boisvert, Tom Johnson
Gina Amato, Terry Billups, George Bradford, Tom Federowicz, Ed Finnegan,
Ray Guarino, Roy Haynes, Willis Thigpen, Kelly Hubbard, Martin Hubbard, Michelangelo Palmieri, Rich Paradise, Bill Powers, Chris Reno
Robert Brown, Michael Coughlin, Chris Diorio, Ronan Duggan, John
Frasco, Nick Gambardella, George Hurdle
Sportsmanship Awards
John “Bud” Chernovetz Award for Varsity Boys Coach of the year
Rich Narracci, East Haven High
Rudolph “Rudy” Canelli Award for Varsity Girls Coach of the Year
Tom Lipka, Lyman Hall High
Anthony “Tony” Barbaro Award for Boys Sub-Varsity Coach of the Year
Rusty Gordon, Guilford High
Henry “Hank” Luzzi Award for Girls Sub-Varsity Coach of the Year
Jeff Crisafi, East Haven High
Pasquale “Babe” Amendola Award for Athletic Director of the Year
Anthony Verderame, East Haven High

Honorary Board 10 Lifetime Member:
Jim Reynolds, former high school coach and long time Special Olympics organizer

!
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Postseason Roundup
In a normal year, we’d be reporting on the state tournament final results and the crews for those games,
but this is not a normal year, as the state tournament was cancelled. Still, we had a full slate of conference tournament activity. Here are the results of the championship games and the names of the officials
who worked those games. Congratulations to all.

SCC Conference Tournament
	

	


Boys Final
Wilbur Cross 49, Notre Dame West Haven 48
Officials: Anthony Bagnoli, Darryl Lovett, Gary Aurio
	

(Photo by Bill O’Brien)
Girls Final
Hamden 40, East Haven 36.
Officials: Mike Blake, Steve Kirck II, Judy Ruthko

NVL Conference Tournament
Boys Final
Naugatuck 73, Holy Cross 54
Officials: Brad Chernovetz, Dave Scasino, Mike Blake

Shoreline Conference Tournament
Boys Final
Old Lyme 72, Morgan 50
Officials: Brad Chernovetz, Dave Scasino, Mike Blake
Girls Final
East Hampton 32, Morgan 16
Officials: Al Carfora, Anthony Bagnoli

!
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2020 College Hoop Officials Camp April 25-26
A New England women’s college basketball officiating clinic is scheduled to take place on April 25th
and 26th at the Millworks in Westford, Massachusetts. The two-day sessions run from 8 AM to 5:30 PM.
The purpose is to provide an opportunity for working high school basketball officials to get to the collegiate level as well as to give current women’s basketball officials a chance to get additional work on the
court and receive feedback and instruction to help them improve their game performance. Camp participants will receive feedback from veteran NCAA tournament officials and observers. The clinic is hosted
and coordinated by Ken Nosek along with Dan Picard and Dr. Ed Meier. More information and an application can be found by clicking on 2020 Camp Brochure.

Joe Kepics steps down as Board 10 Observer for now
Due to some health issues, Joe Kepics has for the time being relinquished his role as one of Board 10’s Observers, something he had
been doing for the last 20 years. Commissioner Buddy Chernovetz
said of Joe: “He did an outstanding job working with both young and
veteran officials to help them improve, move up and enhance the officiating product that we put on the floor. We all wish him well and hope
to see him back at the gyms in the near future.” To help fill the void
left by Joe’s departure, Billy DeMatteo has offered to do some observing and work with newer officials and continue what Joe and Tom
Raucci began. In the mean time, Joe: Get well soon!

Member-to-Member Mart
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NEWS & NOTES
To Bee or Not to Bee
Board 10’s Ray Guarino is embarking on a new chapter in his life and career. Ray was named Manager of the New Britain Bees baseball team. The
team was member of the Atlantic League, playing against the Bridgeport
Bluefish and Long Island Ducks among others. This season, the Bees are
joining the Futures Collegiate League, which is akin to the Cape Cod
League and New England Collegiate League. These leagues attract and
sign collegiate players from all over the country. Depending on what they
show during league play and how they perform during their college seasons, players could get noticed by scouts and possibly achieve their goal of
playing professional baseball.
Ray has a goal as well -- to become a college baseball head
coach. He has been an assistant
coach at Yale working along
long-time head coach and former major league pitcher John
Stuper. This spring would have been Ray’s 11th season at
Yale but the season has been cancelled due to the coronavirus
outbreak. We don’t know whether the New Britain Bees season will be cancelled. Let’s hope for the best. If the season is
still on, consider going to some games and bringing your kids. It’s a terrific family atmosphere, and Ray
says New Britain Stadium is awesome. You can get schedule information and directions as well as buy
tickets at their web site: http://nbbees.com/. Meanwhile, after accepting the Bees’ job, Ray retired from
coaching the Hamden Post 88 American Legion baseball team, something he’s done for the last 7 years.
His team won the Zone III title in 2018. That same year, Hamden’s Junior Legion team, coached by Ken
Devoe’s son Luke, won their Zone III title – the first time both Hamden Legion teams won in the same
year. Many of the senior team’s players were coached by Luke when they played for the junior team.
This season, Luke will be the head coach of Hamden’s senior team. Ray is happy with that development, saying: “Luke was in the trenches, doing all the grunt work, teaching fundamentals and getting
these guys prepared to play at the highest level possible. He’s done a tremendous job with the younger
guys. His knowledge of the game, his demeanor, and his relationship with these guys will bode well for
the senior Hamden Legion team.”
The Bees’ managerial job is not just a good career move for Ray, it’s a boost to his health and well being. As you know, Ray has been battling multiple myeloma for some time. It hasn’t been easy. “I have
good days and bad days,” Ray said. “I have been traveling with Yale last few weeks, working every day
and having chemo once a week for a couple of hours at a time. It’s a grind. It takes a lot out of me. But
I’m happy baseball is back and I can get into a routine. Still, at the end of the day, I’m tired and need to
go to bed early and recharge the batteries.” Ray says he’s encouraged by all the support and well wishes
he’s received, saying: “Players, parents, people of Hamden, people of West Haven, basketball officials,
baseball umpires, family, everyone has been really supportive which makes every day that much easier.
There’s not enough time in the day to thank everybody for what they have done for me. It’s allowed me
to continue to live a fairly normal life. I’m very grateful.”
!
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Brad named Tap-Off Club Official of the Year
The New Haven Tap-Off club named Brad Chernovetz their Official of the Year for
2019-20. He was to receive his award at the Club’s annual awards dinner on March
31st at Villa Bianca in Seymour. Several of Brad’s Board 10 colleagues planned to attend. The event, however, has been postponed indefinitely due to the COVID-19 outbreak. The same is true for most, if not all, public gatherings of any size. The hope is
that the Club will find a date when it’s safe to reschedule so that Brad can receive his
award in person. We’ll keep you posted. Stay tuned.

The Old Guard turns out

distinguished career in law enforcement. You
can read the rest in the
Register article.
Dave Reno has been promoted to USA Softball
Slow Pitch State of Connecticut Tournament Director for all Men's,
Women's and Co-ed
Championship play.

Good to see Gary Rispoli, Billy DeMatteo and
Dan Scavone at the Fieldhouse to watch some
SCC tournament action and our crews at work.
Retired Board 10 official Ron DeNuzzo was featured in the March 4, 2020 edition of the New
Haven Register
as their Person of
the Week. The
article focused
on Ron’s lifetime
of service – first
in the military
and then in law
enforcement. He
joined the service in 1965 and
took part in a memorable and dramatic search
and rescue operation in 1966, to locate a hydrogen bomb that went missing after a tanker and
bomber collided during a mid-air refueling. After
leaving the military in 1967, Ron embarked on a
long and very
!

Two local restaurants –Café Amici in Hamden
and Amici Tavern in
North Haven – started
a program to let local
kids eat for free while
their schools were
closed. The restaurants are operated by
Eddie Bruce’s sonin-law Michael Migliaro, who runs Café
Amici, and his partner
Steve Barraco, who runs Amici Tavern. Kids
could get free lunches in the North Haven restaurant weekdays from 11:30 AM to 3:30 PM, and
free dinners at the Hamden restaurant on weekdays from 4 to 6 PM. The only requirement was
that a guest had to purchase a sandwich or entrée
for the kids to eat free off the menu. The program started off fine until the statewide order that
restaurants and bars close and limit their services
to food takeout and (continued on p. 24)
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delivery, thereby curtailing the kids-eat-free program. However, kudos to the folks at Café Amici
and Amici Tavern for launching the program and
for their good intentions to serve a population
that is in great need.

All in the Family
Congratulations to Ally Kirck, daughter of Steve
Kirck II
and
granddaughter
of Steve
Kirck
Sr.
Those
who
know
Ally
well can
attest to
her laser
focus
while on
the softball diamond (and her fun nature in the
dugout and in between games). You probably
have also seen her laser of a left arm that throws
darts back into the infield from her happy place
in the outfield. So it’s only natural that she will
become a LASER next year -- a Lasell Laser -to play softball!

Lots of Grandparenting going on
Our colleague Jim Richitelli and his lovely wife
Lisa became proud firsttime grandparents late
last year with the birth
of Peyton Rose Richetelli on November 7,
2019. The equally
proud parents are Jim’s
son James III and
daughter-in-law Ginamarie. Peyton was
born at St. Vincent’s
Medical Center in
Bridgeport and weighed in at 6 lbs, 4 oz. and a
!
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length of 19 inches. Parents and baby are doing
just fine. James, by the way, was the freshman
basketball coach at Foran High School for three
years before taking a job last year in the City of
Milford Parks Department. The family took time
off from work to travel to Vermont where Peyton
got to enjoy playing in the snow for the first time.
Rich Dow tells us: “I finally got my first boy in
the family after raising 3 beautiful daughters Elisha,
Nicole
and
Kaitlyn
and have
3 beautiful grand
daughters Skylar, Vienna,
and
Kinsley. My oldest daughter Elisha had a baby
on 2/16/2020 -- a boy named Jaxon Richard
Zanfardino after his 2 grandfathers.
Rich Ogurick proudly announces the birth of his
6th (yes 6th!) grandchild, Louis Webb. Louis was
born on February 2, 2020.
The happy parents are Brian
Webb and
Meghan
Ogurick Webb
of Cheshire.
Well, Rich,
looks like you
can now field
your own
hockey team.

(continued on p. 26)
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John Moniello is once
again a proud
grandparent.
He too welcomed his 6th
grandchild into
the world with
the birth of the
adorable Sara Grace Moniello.
Rich Altieri reports that his daughter Kristen
Altieri DeCarli
recently earned her
doctorate degree in
Business Administration from California Southern
University. Kristen
had previously received her MBA
from Albertus
Magnus College
where she is an assistant professor in their Tagliatela School of Business and Leadership. This
adds to her long list of achievements and accomplishments, including induction into the Hamden
High School Athletic Hall of Fame and a highly
successful stint as Sports Information Director at
Albertus Magnus.
After years of
blogging about
Quinnipiac
Hockey, Luke
Devoe, Ken’s
son, started
CTHSHockey
and immediately
billed it as "The
#1 Source For
All Things CT
High School Hockey." While that tag line was a
bit presumptive at first, it has lived up to the billing. Now in it's 9th year covering CIAC Boys Ice
!
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Hockey, CTHSHockey has nearly 10,000 followers on Twitter and a staff of seven people covering games across the state. Follow them on all
the main socials @CTHSHockey and check them
out at cthshockey.org.
Word in from Don Ardito that his son, Donnie,
is living and working in Key West Florida where
he runs a charter boat and is a licensed captain.
His company, Blue Chi Charters, takes people
snorkeling, fishing and bar hopping on the islands. Granted, this is a tough time to be traveling, but if you get the urge and are permitted to
travel, check out their web site at
www.bluchicharters.com or look them up on
Facebook, Google and Instagram.
Kevin Moffett reports that the NHFOA held
their annual “Officials Night Out” on Saturday
January 25th at the Italian American Club in
West Haven. Although the attendance was less
than last year, they still had 200 people at the
event. With donations and a live auction, they
raised over $6,000. Thanks to all the members of
Board 10 for their continued support of this
event. The NHFOA looks forward to seeing you
again at the 2021 night out scheduled for Saturday January 23rd. In addition, the CT Football
Officials’ Association (CFOA) Hall of Fame induction dinner dinner is scheduled for Sunday
June 14th at the Seasons Restaurant in East Haven. This years inductees include Ralph Zingarella, a member of the NHFOA. Also, Jim
Brennan will be receiving the Jim Carey Award
for community
service.
Speaking of
our colleague
Jim Brennan,
he retired from
on-field college
football officiating, but continued with the
sport as a replay official. Jim received a bowl
game assignment in his (continued on p. 27)
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first year in the booth this past season. Jim
worked the Birmingham Bowl in Birmingham
Alabama on January 2, 2020 which pitted Boston
College against Cincinnati. Final score: Cincinnati 38, BC 6. Happily, all went well in the replay booth.

Now this is the way to shelter in place

Joe Alberti
had another great
year as an
official on
the pro
tennis circuit. He
completed
his 27th
year on the
tennis
courts
ranked again Internationally Top 20 of all Officials.
His Major Finals tourneys included 3 countries:
Switzerland (Geneva), Canada (Toronto), as well
as USA (Newport Beach, Long Island, Delray
Beach, Indian Wells, Miami, Chicago, Newport,
Atlanta, Washington DC, Cincinnati, Knoxville,
& Champagne. He also worked his 25th US
Open, all 19 days of the Grand Slam, going an
astounding 6-0 in players Hawkeye Challenges.
2020 was off to a great start: Newport Beach,
Dallas, Long Island, Delray Beach, Oracle Indian
Wells before Tour was suspended March 7th until
June 6th.

Board 10 members Todd Hart (left) and Lenny
Crone were recently seen here on the beaches of
Barbados.

If you have a personal, professional, or family accomplishment you would like to share,
click on: News & Notes

Member-to-Member Mart
Notre Dame of West Haven is accepting applications for the Classes of
2024/2025. Transfer students are also welcome to apply. Over 20 Board 10
members are proud ND graduates. Come find out why ND is the right
choice for your high school experience.
Visit http://www.notredamehs.com/admissions or contact Admissions
Director Mr. Lino Izzo '00 at admissions@notredamehs.com or 203-9331673 to start your admissions experience.
Visit http://www.notredamehs.com and http://www.gogreenknights.com
to learn more about the school and its athletic program.

!
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SUMMER BASKETBALL CAMP
SLAMMA-JAMMA FUN!
For Kids Grades K-3 and 4-9
Sessions include:
9am-noon or 9am–3pm
Check the website for the
latest updates on locations

For camp locations, dates and registration forms
go to www.slamma-jamma.com

Free Shirt and Free Ball for Every Camper.
For 36 years Slamma-Jamma Basketball Camp has inspired young
athletes throughout the state of CT by teaching the fundamentals of the game,
with personalized instruction, teamwork, sportsmanship and FUN!

Art Leary
203-676-1314
CoachLeary@Slamma-Jamma.com

!

Al Carfora
203-627-8399
CoachCarfora@Slamma-Jamma.com
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President’s Message
“A great season cut short”
-- Dr. Dan Davis
Our season is over. We were all saddened
and shocked as to how it ended. But the
decision by the CIAC to shut down the state tournament was the right decision.
I have more on that in the panel discussion article elsewhere in this newsletter. I
think we finished strong. I am extremely proud of Board 10 and the quality of
the officiating you did all season and in the postseason. I can tell you, having worked some tournament
games involving teams that are covered by other boards during the regular season, that fans would tell us
what a great job we did and how far superior it was to what they usually see. Even fans of the teams that
lost complimented us. Although they did not know the specifics of officiating, they noticed how we
switched on all fouls, hustled to improve our position, and communicated with our partners. These are
things our Board works so hard at doing right – things we emphasize at our five meetings, at our clinics,
in our mentoring program and our Observers program. We pay a lot of attention to these details. We
even had parents of players who don’t play much during the season but got into tournament games late
when the outcome was no longer in doubt, thanking us for calling a foul that let their kid get to the foul
line with a chance to score. One of them said: “Most officials wouldn’t have called that. They’d just let it
go.” I replied, “That’s not how we do things. The game isn’t over until the final horn sounds. Now your
kid can say ‘I scored in a playoff game!’” This fan feedback was so gratifying and it’s a message I am
happy as your President to bring back to you. For now, we are in a situation we’ve never faced before as
a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. There are a lot of unanswered questions. We don’t know if and
when there will be a new high school basketball season and what we’re supposed to do in the interim, as
spring sports are in jeopardy, along with all the summer and fall athletics that take place which many of
you officiate. Who knows if those leagues will play. All we can do is try to stay safe and hope everyone
else does as well. I eagerly await the resumption of our sport and some sort of normalcy in our lives and
I look forward to seeing you again when that happens. Thanks again for a great season.

	

	

	

Commissioner’s Commentary:
“From the Unthinkable to the Outstanding and Everything in Between” -John “Bud” Chernovetz
It seems not that long ago I was writing to you about my expectations
for an exciting new season of high school basketball. Now the season
is over – ending prematurely with the CIAC’s cancellation of the state
tournament. That was the “Unthinkable.” “Outstanding” is the truly
fabulous year we had with your performance on the court. “Everything In Between” is other stuff that occurred that bears mentioning.
	


!
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The Unthinkable
As you know, the CIAC after careful consideration and deliberation, cancelled all high school winter
sport state tournaments, including of course the basketball tournament, to protect everyone involved
from possible exposure to the coronavirus. I feel bad for the players, coaches, families and fans. I feel
worse for those of you who were scheduled to work the state tournament. At least some of you got to do
games in the girls’ early rounds, but that was it. This is the first time in the history of the state tournament that the event was cancelled – and hopefully the last time it ever happens.
The Outstanding
You did a great job throughout the season. We had only two missed assignments, which is remarkable
considering the hundreds upon hundreds of game assignments that are made and changes to those assignments for a variety of reasons. One of the wild cards was the fact that, for the first time, the schools
– and not I -- were responsible for inputting their schedules into Arbiter and entering changes to those
schedules as they occurred. That put extra responsibility on you to check Arbiter and emails daily and
contact the schools if you had any doubts about whether your games were still on. With all that in mind,
just two missed assignments is quite an accomplishment. In addition, the season was virtually issuefree. I received no complaints from coaches or A.D.’s. The only exceptions were three instances of officials misapplying the rules (a polite way of saying blown calls). Bottom line, you did your jobs extremely well. Can’t ask for anything more. Plus, we promoted 12 officials to varsity and they all did an
outstanding job.
The In Between
I was extremely disturbed by unacceptable and unprofessional conduct by some of our officials. We had
one incident of two officials getting into an argument with each other ON THE COURT in front of players, coaches and spectators. This just can’t happen. We’ve all done games during which we might not
have agreed with what our partner called or did, but there are ways to deal with it. You can talk it over at
halftime in the confines of your locker room or do so after the game. But never ever get into a visible
and audible argument on the court. We had other incidents in which an official sitting in the stands as a
spectator criticized the officials working the game – in one case even coming out on to the floor to berate
the officials. This is unacceptable and we have disciplinary measures in place to address it. Also, we
have had some officials who engaged parents and players after a game was over. This, too, is unacceptable. I will take these issues up with the Better Officiating Committee. These kinds of incidents will
never happen again – or else. In other words, anyone who commits any of these acts of misconduct will
never work for me again.
Moving on, every year I get asked: “How do I get to varsity?” It’s good that people ask, because there is
a process by which advancement happens and if you aspire to get to the next level, you should be aware
of that process. First let me say what it’s not. You don’t get promoted by calling me up and saying:
“Buddy I’ve been an official for five years so it’s time I got to be a varsity official.” It doesn’t work that
way. Here’s how it does work. First, you have to have at least three years of officiating experience. Second, you have to be in shape and show that you are physically able to hustle. Third, you have to be observed and evaluated – ideally in the Mentor/Mentee program, but otherwise by me or Tommy Raucci,
or Joe Kepics if he comes back, and we hope he will, as well as by other varsity officials. Every time
you do a JV game, the varsity crew that follows you in the gym should be there early enough to watch
you work. Their input is taken seriously. This season I got over 100 emails from varsity officials about
JV officials they’ve observed who deserve a closer look. I pay attention to those emails and act on those
recommendations. You have to demonstrate to us that you have good rules (continued on p. 31)
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knowledge and mechanics, on court presence, game management skills and overall abilities that will
convince us you are ready to work varsity games. You need to work hard and work a lot. If you’re a
newer official, do as many games as you can beyond what I assign you – whether it’s youth leagues,
travel leagues, AAU or any other games that are available. The more you work, the better an official you
can become. That in a nutshell is how you get to varsity. We promoted a lot of people this past season.
You could be one of them next season – if you truly work at it.
That’s my 2019-20 season recap. Time to look ahead to 2020-21. Don’t wait until the fall to get in shape.
Work on your conditioning throughout the offseason. And work games in the offseason. With AAU,
travel and seasonal leagues, there are plenty of opportunities in the spring, summer and early fall to do
so – once the powers that be decide that it’s safe to hold athletic contests again. We don’t know when
that will be. Let’s all hope for the best and be ready for another new season of high school basketball.
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THE DOCTOR IS IN
Board 10’s Dr. Dan Davis discusses injury
prevention and treatment, as well as general health
and fitness, to help keep you on the court.

“Respect the Virus”
What you need to know about COVID-19
The corona virus COVID-19 has spread to all 50
states and to every county in Connecticut. The
numbers of people infected is growing, as is the
number of fatalities. It is a public health emergency of the highest magnitude. Currently,
there’s a lot of information
out there about COVID-19 –
some of it confusing and
misleading, depending on
the source. So I thought it
wise to present the basics
here for your reference and
answer the most common
questions people have about
COVID-19.
What is COVID-19?
COVID-19 is a new type of
corona virus. Corona viruses
have been around since the
1960s and have caused colds
and the flu. COVID-19, so
named because it originated in 2019, is a variety
of virus that normally would stay with animals,
but has been transmitted to humans. We understand that it came from bats in China where people eat bat soup, and that’s how it all started. The
fact that COVID-19 is being transmitted from
human to human is most concerning. The good
news is that China has not reported any new
cases since I began writing this article. The bad
news is that this virus hasn't reached anywhere
near its peak of fatalities. We've had major viral
outbreaks before such as SARS (Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome) and MERS (Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome). MERS is a viral respiratory illness that was first reported in Saudi Arabia
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in 2012 and spread to other countries including
the U.S. It still exists today in the Middle East.
Though there are not a lot of cases comparatively
speaking – under 300,000 – the mortality rate is
just shy of 35%. In other words, more than one in
three people who contract
MERS die from it. By contrast, the mortality rate so
far for COVID-19 is under
3%, though that’s small
comfort for the loved ones
of those who have died from
the virus.
How do people become infected?
We know is that COVID-19
is airborne, and those droplets in the air can last up to
three hours, which is scary.
The most recent literature on
the subject also says that the virus sticks around
on surfaces a lot longer than we initially thought.
The virus can live on cardboard for up to 24
hours, on stainless steel up to 2 days and on plastic up to 3 days. If someone who is infected
sneezes and coughs into the air and you’re in that
area, you could become infected. If someone who
has the virus touches plastic, stainless steel or
cardboard surfaces, then if you touch those surfaces, you might also become infected. The bottom line is that the COVID-19 virus can live outside the body a lot longer than we first thought.
(continued on p. 33)
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What are the symptoms of COVID-19 infection?
Fever is one. Shortness of breath is another. That
tells you that something bad is hitting your lungs
and things are not right with your body. A dry
cough is another symptom. A dry cough indicates
that something is attacking your lungs and that’s
not good. Diarrhea is another symptom. In fact,
according to the most recent findings, diarrhea
along with loss of the senses of taste and smell
often precede fever, so take note if you or a family member shows those symptoms. You could
also become dehydrated. If so, you are much
more vulnerable to the virus.
What are the risk factors and who are more at
risk than others?
People with chronic lung conditions such as
asthma are at substantial risk. Remember the
COVID-19 virus often leads to acute respiratory
distress, and someone with a pre-existing respiratory condition is potentially in peril. Diabetics are
also at risk because their immune systems are
compromised. If you’re a diabetic and your daily
sugar reading is over 200, you’re far less able to
fight an infection than if your sugar is under control. People with cardiac conditions are at higher
risk. Any stress to your body puts added stress on
your heart, and even if you take medication for a
cardiac condition, you are more prone to the virus’ full effects which could even be fatal. Cancer
patients undergoing treatment are also at high
risk. Chemo agents lower a patient’s immunity
and make them vulnerable to infection. In general, older people (age 60 and up) are considered
vulnerable, but younger people should not assume that they are safe. In fact, ABC News reported that, in New York City, 45% of their cases
are people from 18 to 44 years of age and, nationwide, 48% of patients in ICU are ages 20 to
64. Unfortunately, young children are also vulnerable. As you read this, there is a 10 year old
COVID-19 patient who has been hospitalized in
New Haven. Bottom line, the virus does not discriminate against any age group.
Are we as basketball officials more at risk because of what we do?
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Absolutely. I’ve talked about how we should be
very careful to protect ourselves from any type of
illness. At a game, multiple athletes are handling
the ball which you, too, are handling. An organism could live on that ball’s surface. When you
break a sweat, how often to you wipe you face or
your forehead with your hands? Think of all the
times you put your whistle in your mouth. All of
these actions put you at risk at a basketball game.
Same is true for officials of other sports such as
football, baseball, hockey and soccer. Granted, all
these high school sports are currently suspended,
so you won’t be in those risky situations for the
time being, but if and when play resumes, think
about how to protect yourself.
Should you get tested? How can you get a test?
Not everyone should get tested. If someone who
does not absolutely need to be tested gets one
anyway, then health care providers performing
that test are using and consuming masks, gowns,
and other protective items that are in short supply
and should be used for a different patient who is
in more dire need of a test. That said, if you are
symptomatic, you should call your doctor and tell
him or her what symptoms you have. The doctor
can decide whether to prescribe a “ticket” for you
to get tested at one of the various sites open for
that purpose, including drive-through test sites.
Currently, it takes 2 to 3 days to get the test results, although there is a new test that reportedly
can deliver results in just 40 minutes.
How can you protect yourself?
There are some basic things people can and
should do at a bare minimum. Wash your hands
frequently, especially if you’ve been somewhere
or touched some things that are potentially risky.
Wash with soap for at least 20 seconds. 20 seconds of soap is actually better than Purell or other
hand sanitizers. Purell is really only useful if you
don’t have access to soap and water. Avoid
groups and crowds. Keep your distance (“Social
distancing” is what the experts call it) of at least
6 feet from others around you. If you have been
exposed to someone you know has the COVID19 virus, you need to self-quarantine for two
weeks. If you’re at (continued on p. 34)
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home and you don’t want to put your family at
risk, then you should sleep in a separate room
and use a separate bathroom.
If you do get infected, how long are you contagious and how long will you be ailing?
The scary fact is that if you are infected, you can
be contagious up to two days before you show
any symptoms. That potentially puts your family
and others around you at risk. Remember that a
fever is one of the symptoms. But, if after showing symptoms you become fever-free for 72
hours and no other symptoms are present for 7
days, then
two weeks
should cover
your period
of incubation.
Can you get
infected by
the virus after you have
had it?
We don’t
know for
sure, but the
hope is that
after being ill
from the virus and then recovering, you will develop an immunity. That’s often the case with
other viral infections, but we don’t know yet if
that applies to COVID-19.
Is there a vaccine that works?
As you read this, a vaccine is being tested in Seattle but with a very small number of people who
volunteered. It is way too early in the game to do
large scale trials on humans to determine the
safety and effectiveness of a vaccine. Some vaccines, such as flu vaccines in the past, have actually had serious and very detrimental side effects,
which is why I resisted getting the annual flu
vaccine until required to do so by my hospital. At
present, there is no vaccine to prevent COVID-19
infection and no medicine to treat it. Here are the
best things you can do for yourself. 1) Stay at
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home and self quarantine for two weeks. 2) Keep
hydrating. Hydration is critical. If you are dehydrated you are much more vulnerable. 3) Get
plenty of sleep so that your body is better able to
fight the infection. 4) Minimize your exposure.
Recommendations
The COVID-19 pandemic is unlike anything
we’ve experienced before. Take heed of the
warnings you’ve seen and heard from the Governor and the state’s public health professionals.
Take this pandemic very, very seriously. YOU
HAVE TO RESPECT THE VIRUS! Don’t think
you are
somehow
immune
or invulnerable.
You’re
not.
Take as
many
precautions as
you can
to protect
yourself and your family. If you become symptomatic, call your physician and ask whether it is
advisable for you to get tested and, if so, ask a
your physician to prescribe a test and provide you
with the appropriate documentation. Whether you
get tested or not, if you have the symptoms, isolate yourself for at least two weeks and do your
best to take care of yourself while the virus runs
its course. These are difficult times for all of us.
Stay safe, stay home if you can and stay healthy.
Images courtesy of Baltimore City Health Department
and University of Arizona Campus Health

Got a health and fitness question for Dr. Dan?
Email it by clicking here: Ask Doctor Dan
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Member-to-Member Mart
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Thanks for your pro-bono service at Unified Games

Some Unified Games got cancelled because of the COVID-19
pandemic. But early in March, some games were played.
Many thanks to all of you who volunteered to officiate, including those pictured here who volunteered at Wilcox Tech
(above), Shelton HS (left) and Jonathan Law HS.
!
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Support your fellow officials
who advertise in this newsletter

Because of businesses being shut down during the
COVID-19 crisis, many of your colleagues have lost
their jobs either permanently or temporarily. Others
who own and run small businesses or provide
professional services have been forced to close or
severely curtail their operations. Still others who are
self employed, temps or contract workers have no
current means of earning income and cannot collect
unemployment. If you need the products or services
they offer but are paying other people and companies
for those products and services, please consider
instead purchasing from or hiring your fellow officials.
They are good at what they do. Many of them are
hurting financially. Do yourself a favor while helping
your colleagues at the same time. You will be doing a
great thing. Go through this newsletter and give the
ads another look. Then contact your fellow officials
who advertise and give them your business. You may
be saving them financially during this time of crisis.
Thank you

!
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Member-to-Member Mart
Good ideas don’t grow on trees
Unless they’re from Ken Devoe at The Media Tree.

These are ideas that become results-producing, award-winning copy that
sells, motivates, entertains and, above all, communicates your message
with words that work in the media that work best for you -- print,
broadcast, and on the web.
Ken's ideas just plain work -- for clients such as GE, IBM, Johnson &
Johnson, Johnson Controls, Knights of Columbus, People's Bank, Pratt
& Whitney, Sikorsky Aircraft, United Technologies, and Yale University.
They can work for you, too.
Maybe good ideas do grow on trees after all.
May we plant one for you?
THE MEDIA TREE
26 West Helen Street
Hamden, CT 06514
(203) 314-9732
kendevoe@comcast.net

Your Ad Here?
Take the opportunity to advertise to
your fellow officials and everyone who
reads this newsletter -- and lot of
people within and outside of Board 10
do. As a fellow official, your ad is free
of charge. Just send in your ad (if you
have one) or the information you
would like in the ad and we will create
an ad for you. It couldn’t be easier.
Plus, you have a captive audience for
your message. To get going on your
ad, email kendevoe@comcast.net

!
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With
Ray
Vanacore,
Board 10
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2) A player becomes confused and shoots at the

opponent’s basket and the ball goes in. Who gets
the points? Who gets the ball? How should play
be resumed?
RULING: After player A1 shoots and scores in
team B’s basket, the points count for team B. The
points are not credited to any player but are made
a footnote in the scorer’s book. Team A would
have the ensuing throw-in as Team B had scored.
See Rule 5.2.3
3) Player A1 becomes confused, shoots at Team

.

Though our season
ended prematurely, there were a lot of plays and
situations this year that merit discussion and
commentary. For example, here are situations
where teams are going the wrong way or players
shoot at the wrong basket.
We asked Ray for the correct rulings.
1) The officials mistakenly set the teams up going
the wrong direction at the opening jump and no
one notices as play continues. During that time,
each team has scored a few baskets. When the
officials do finally notice (or someone points out
the mistake to them) what's the best way to correct it?
RULING: After realizing that the teams were
going in the wrong direction the officials should
stop play. Emphasize to both teams what the
proper direction is. All points scored, fouls that
occurred and time consumed remain for both
teams. Allowing teams to line up and play in the
wrong direction is the officials’ error and is not a
correctable error. See Casebook Plays 5.2.1
Situations E & F.
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B's basket and gets fouled by B2. (a) The ball
goes in the basket, or (b) the shot misses. Does
the opponent get the points if the shot goes
in? Should the foul be penalized or ignored?
RULING: When player A1 is confused, shoots at
the wrong basket and gets fouled and (a) the ball
goes is in the basket before the foul occurs, the
points count for Team B. It is not considered a
shooting foul because it is not a legal try for goal
to score in an opponent’s basket. Count the basket for Team B as a footnote and record the
common foul on B2. If A1 is fouled while in possession of the ball, there is no continuation because it is not a legal try for goal. If the ball is
released but not in the basket when the foul occurs, no goal can be scored, again because it is
not a legal try for goal. The ball becomes dead
when the foul occurs. In (b), if the shot misses
play continues as in any missed shot situation.
Record the foul to B2. The shot is not considered
a legal try for goal so there are no additional freethrows for a “shooting foul.” However, if team A
is in the bonus, then free-throws are required.

If you have a rules question, email it to: Ask
The Interpreter

PAGE 39

IAABO BOARD 10 NEW HAVEN

POSTSEASON 2019-20

Member-to-Member Mart

Aunt Chilada’s, voted New Haven’s Best Mexican Restaurant, is the perfect place for food, fun,
entertainment and parties for any occasion. Currently, our dining rooms are closed. However,
we are open from Tuesdays to Sundays from 12 noon to 8 PM for take-out and delivery.
We’ll even cater and deliver to your home or office.
3931 Whitney Ave., Hamden. (203) 230-4640. Charlie Hague, proprietor
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Calendar
All Board 10 activities and events, including our annual Banquet and our Bowling Night fundraiser, are
postponed until further notice.
We hope to be able to still hold these events in the future, once the current COVID-19 pandemic has run
its course and the State deems it safe to return to
normal group activities.
We will keep you informed of any developments and
rescheduling that may occur.
Helpful Links
Bd 10.COMmuniqué is an interactive, electronic document. Wherever you see text highlighted in
blue, bold, underlined type, that is a hot link to either an email address or a web page. Simply click
on that link to submit ideas and questions, or to get more information. Here are some helpful links:
• Board 10 Website	

• Ask Doctor Dan
• News & Notes	

• Ask The Interpreter	

• CIAC Officials’ Association • ArbiterSports
• Women’s Coordinating Committee	

 • Knowledge Bank%
• IAABO
• Member to Member Mart • Len on the Law!
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