What You Need
to Know about

Marriage
Questions & Answers
Driving the Debate

Read On to Tackle
the Big Questions…
What is marriage?
 hy does marriage matter
W
to the government?
 hat are the consequences
W
of redefining marriage?
…p
 lus 14 More Frequently
Asked Questions

would allowing same-sex
Q Why
couples to marry be bad for
marriage?
marriage would deny as a
A Redefining
matter of policy the ideal that a child

needs a mom and a dad. The debate about
marriage is about restoring a culture in
which children are most likely to be raised
by the man and woman responsible for
bringing them into the world.
Redefining marriage to mean a
relationship between any two consenting
adults is presented as a minor change. But if
the law adopts this principle—that marriage
can be whatever emotional bond the
government says it should be—what stops
the government from redefining marriage
in other ways? Already a lawsuit in federal
court is demanding a constitutional right to
practice polygamy.
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do you think the
Q What
Supreme Court will do in the
DOMA and Prop 8 cases?
Supreme Court should let the
A The
people—not courts—decide marriage

policy. It should allow the debate about
marriage to continue.
The Supreme Court cases have put the
national spotlight on this issue in a new
way that encourages Americans to answer
the question “what is marriage?” The track
record shows that when Americans hear the
case for marriage, by and large they draw
the conclusion that marriage is and should
remain the union of a man and a woman.

Isn’t same-sex marriage

Q inevitable?
A

No. The vast majority of states affirm that
marriage is between a man and woman.
The future isn’t fixed. Americans
should be free to write their own
history, not have it dictated to them by
judicial activism.10 The Supreme Court
should let the people choose, and we should
choose marriage as the union of one man
and one woman.
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What is Marriage,
Really?
It’s a question that matters for all of
society and for our future. Until the
last several decades, the answer was
simple. Now citizens and policymakers
are struggling with the meaning of
marriage.
Changing a definition seems simple,
but the effects would be profound—
particularly for children. Children need
a mom and a dad, and intentionally
denying that ideal as a matter of policy
will only add to the confusion of recent
decades. When marriage cannot do its
job, government grows even bigger
to meet the ever-present needs of
children.
Backed by solid research and
constitutional principle, this short
booklet will help you navigate one of
our culture’s most significant debates.

