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Our Saviour’s Lutheran of Holway, ELCA
Established 1888

Sunday Worship 8:15am, Sunday School 9:15am

See what great LOVE
the Father has lavished on us,
that we should be called children of God!

And that is what we are!
1 John 3:1
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Center - February Calendar & Worship Assistants

Join us for
a soul-refreshing
morning!
9 am to 1 pm
Lunch Included
$10.00
payable at the door.
St. Paul’s Lutheran
Curtiss, WI
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National Human Trafficking Hotline 1-888-373-7888
If you suspect something call.

15

Pastor’s Page

Treasurer’s Reports

Lent Begins February 14







Our Saviour's has been blessed with many baptisms
in a short period of time, so it is appropriate for our
Wednesday Lenten worship to be structured around
the Sacrament of Baptism. Beginning with Ash
Wednesday worship, complete with Holy Communion and the imposition of ashes, we will contemplate
what it means when we make or affirm our baptismal
promises to:
Live among God's faithful people
Hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper
Proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed
Serve all people, following the example of Jesus
Strive for justice and peace in all the earth

Martin Luther taught we are to daily renew our baptism. Whether we
are young or old, this daily renewal of baptism leads to a practicing of
faith and deepening of discipleship. Living Our Baptism--our Lenten
theme--describes our faith journey as we come from the baptismal
waters to live a new life in Christ.

We do not have to discern how to follow Christ alone or without assistance. Instead God sends the Holy Spirit to call, gather, and sustain us
in God's grace, connecting us to brothers and sisters in Christ who also
are living out their baptism.

Submitted by Brenda Nernberger, Joint Treasurer

Come to worship!
“I was glad when they said unto me, let us go
up to the house of the Lord.”
Psalm 122:1

How can we renew our baptism each and every day? Try one or all of
these possibilities, or invent your own:
 Each morning, rise and say Martin Luther's words, "I am baptized
into Christ."
 Each day, pray for the Holy Spirit to be your guide and keep you
near Jesus Christ.
 Each night, make the sign of the cross on your forehead with water, and say, "Remember that you have been sealed by the Holy
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever." Better yet, do
this with your family members or a friend each day.
And so begins a daily claiming and re-discovering of the God-given
gifts of discipleship: living, hearing, proclaiming, serving, and striving. These gifts overlap and are intertwined as one gift flows into
another and into faithful living.
Parts used by permission of © 2017 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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February Events
Annual Meeting on February 4
The worship service will be shortened enabling Pastor Amy to attend Our Saviour’s annual meeting and still get to Unity for their
regularly scheduled service. The meeting will get underway at
8:45. Coffee and sweets will be served afterward.
Guest preacher on February 11
On February 11, Rev. Laurie Skow Anderson, our synod's Director for Evangelical
Mission, will preach at worship services at
Our Saviour's and at Trinity. Her topic will
be A sking Better Questions: a modern parable that invites the congregation to look outside its walls and engage in the community,
based on Luke 10:25-37. Please welcome
Pastor Laurie to our parish.
To be baptized on February 11
Jack Allen Graff son of Mattie and Adam Graff. Pray for this
family.
WELCA Meeting after worship February 11
Dorothy Pagel hostess. Barb Krug program leader.
Ash Wednesday
February 14—Worship @ 5:30pm
We gather on this day to mark the beginning of
Lent. The worship service will include communion and the imposition of ashes on our forehead to remind us of our human mortality and frailty.
Mid-Week Lenten Worship
This year Our Saviour’s will be having 6 mid-week services beginning at 5:30pm. Following worship, there will be a sandwich
and dessert potluck.

Minutes provisional until approved.

well. She said the congregation has been generous in our giving
so we have not had to borrow, or touch our savings or investment
accounts.
Property – Kurt reported the lift pump is functioning well. He
installed some plate steel down around the sup pump. Discussion
ensued about the two bathrooms in the basement and an option of
making on uni-sex bathroom and upgrading it instead of maintaining two with their light usage. Discussion was tabled for future meeting.
The water bubbler is out of order and we discussed the options for
replacing it. We will be checking on bubbler prices and other
drinking water options.
WELCA – No January meeting.
Worship – Carol informed us they are meeting after the council
meeting. She did comment they decided not to do the soup at the
Lenten Services this year, but just serve sandwiches and beverages, after the 5:30 services.
The church financial report was given by Elaine, and the joint by
Brenda. They went over the new budget items on each budget
report. A motion by Barb to accept the new budgets, 2nd by Paula, passed.
Old Business – The cross on the steeple is being reworked and
will be installed shortly per Ed. Polk Fest Service is planned.
New Business – We will meet in June with an insurance co. rep.
to go over our coverage with Church Mutual.
A motion was made by Paula and seconded by Donna to adjourn
the meeting. Motion carried.

We finished with the Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by Donna Nicks
Secretary

Office Hours
Tuesday & Thursday between the hours of 10 am and 2 pm.

Just a reminder ...
4

Hearing assistance available for worship.
See ushers.
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January Council Minutes
Our Saviour’s Council Minutes – January 15, 2018
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by president, Ed
Rowe. Present were pastor, Carol, Ed, Kurt, Paula, Barb, Elaine,
and myself.
Pastor Amy recited devotions out of the book, “Beyond Maintenance to Mission.” Reality versus imagination, Revelation: Chp 21.
She led us in prayer and our mission statement.
Pastor’s Report: She had no home or hospital visits because of an
ongoing cold which she doesn’t want to give to anyone by being in
close quarters. She had three inquiries for weddings. She did 4
Sunday services, 2 confirmations, one tutor session. She also met
with the worship committee. She helped work on a polka service
which is planned for this summer in the Colby Lion’s Shelter building. Pastor informed us she will be attending a conference Jan. 28
and 29th. We will have a guest preacher from the bishop’s office on
Feb. 11. She also informed us of a seminar “Discovering Hope” in
Spencer from 10:00 to 3:00 p.m. Feb. 3. They are asking parishes
to send a team plus a pastor for prayer and worship, cost is $75.00
for the group.
Carol gave the parish secretary’s report. She has the annual report
done and available for members to pick up in the parish hall and
read at their convenience. She asks that we bring these back Feb. 4
to the annual meeting to save on paper, printing, and assembling.
She has the worship assistants seclude completed and mailed out to
the volunteers. She reminded us that if we’re not able to be here on
Sunday, we call a substitute in advance.
She asked for volunteers to shovel the walkway and steps into
church on snowy Sundays. If you arrive early and feel up to it,
please grab a shovel and shovel whatever you are able.
Co-mission Reports
Agape – Carol, No meeting.
Education – Barb, Sunday school is going well. They have a minimal balance right now but have some ideas to build funds.
Finance – Elaine, had the budget for the coming year for us to view.
Everything looks comparable to last years’ budget and is going
12

Living Our Baptism:
Five Gifts of Discipleship
Scripture: The letter of Paul to the
Philippians
Week 1—February 21, 2018
Live among God's faithful people
Scripture: Philippians 1:3-11
Lent always begins with the reading of Jesus being tempted in
the desert. He is able to resist and choose God's way. Sometimes
we are not as strong, choosing paths which are not healthy or of
God. It is not easy. But God gives the gift of community to teach
us, accompany us, and encourage us. In the beginning of Paul's
There
is ahisplace
for
letter to the Philippians, the Apostle Paul
reflects
love for
Christian community.
you here.
Discussion question: What does it mean for you to live
among God's faithful people?

4:00 pm

Week 2—February 28, 2018
Hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper
Scripture: Philippians 3:7-11
For centuries, Christians have been encouraged to give up something during the season of Lent, and in doing so, increase an appreciation of the sacrifice of Jesus. The Apostle Paul recognizes
his own personal sacrifices to follow Jesus, but he confesses how
much he has gained. The sacrifices pale in comparison to the
gain in Christ. More than anything, Paul wants to know Christ
and the power of his resurrection. Hear the word of God.
Discussion question: What does it mean for you to hear the
word of God and share in the Lord's supper?

Join us

Save the dates...

World Day of Prayer, March 2
Walking Together, March 17
Maundy Thursday Worship, March 29, 5:30 pm
Easter Breakfast, April 1, 6:30 am
Polka service & dance, April 15
Affirmation of Baptism at OS, May 20
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News & Events

Youth News

Death
Richard L. Nelson, age 73, of Medford, passed away unexpectedly on Thursday, January 18, 2018 at his residence. At Richard's request, there was a private service
for the family held here Friday January 26. Richard was
the son of Robert and Sylvia (Olson) Nelson. He was
united in marriage to Florence Stibbe on August 7, 1965. She preceded him in death on January 30, 2016. He is survived by three

Thrivent Donation
Thank you to Steve Hamann for his Thrivent donation in January. Thank you also to Carole and Marr
Jari for the Thrivent donations in January.
Thank you for your gener ous donation of Chr istmas gifts. The residents had a very blessed Christmas. You have made a real difference in the lives of the residents
we care for. With kind regards, Megan Thums, Activities Director, CCRLC

Dear Ladies, On behalf of the Medfor d Cler gy Association
and the needy persons who have received our help—thank you
for the gift of $200.00! God bless your ministry.
Pastor Mary Jo Laabs
Thank you for your gener ous gift to Luther an Wor ld Relief’s
Quilt & Kit Shipping Fund! Your donation ensures that LWR
Quilts and Kits get into the hands of people who need them most.
Warm Regards, Daniel V. Speckhard, President and CEO
Dear Our Saviour’s Church, Thank you for buying gifts for
the Taylor County Giving Tree. Your generosity helped make it
possible for us to provide Christmas gifts to 384 children in need
throughout Taylor County. We couldn’t have done it without
your help! Thank you. Taylor County Giving Tree Committee.

CHURCH CANCELLATION POLICY
If worship is cancelled due to poor weather conditions,
the cancellation will be announced on our facebook page
and on MEDFORD RADIO STATION-99.3 FM.
6

Registration now available for
Luther Park Summer Camp
Did you know that outdoor ministry can
have a significant impact on your child's
faith life?
According to the National Study of Youth
and Religion (2003-2008),
 those who attended camp as youth were significantly more
likely to participate in communal religious practices as young
adults, including church attendance
 those who attended camp as youth were over 3 times more
likely to remain religious 5 years later than those who did not
attend
Research also indicates that
 camp is more than fun and games
 Christian camp experiences lead to greater engagement in congregations and Christian community
 camps are effective because they take Christian community
seriously
 camps are effective because they are places to unplug
 camps are effective because they take young people seriously
 camps are effective because they take experience seriously
Luther Park Bible Camp, your Lutheran camp, is pleased to announce that registration for the 2018 summer camp program is
now available. Visit www.lutherpark.org to see all the programs
that are available for children and youth in Kindergarten through
12th grade. Register by creating a new account through our registration system and making a secure payment with a credit card.
You have the option of printing out a registration form from the
website and registering by mail. The 2018 summer camp brochures are available at the church. Check out the new camp programs and activities. To get your first choice of the program offerings, pick up a brochure or go to www.lutherpark.org today. If you
have any questions, please contact the Luther Park office at info@lutherpark.org or (715) 859-2215.
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News & Events

Youth News
Sunday School
9:15—10:15am
February Calendar
February 4: No Sunday School
February 11: Valentines Exchange &
Love your enemies from Matthew 5:38-48
February 18: No Sunday School
February 25: To be announced
March 4: No Sunday School

Acolyte Training Class
A training class for 6th graders to learn proper etiquette, location
of supplies and practical tips was held January 31. The class met
at church prior to confirmation class.
The word “acolyte” means helper. The purpose of an acolyte is
to help the pastor and to help the congregation worship God in a
dignified and orderly way. Candles need to be lit before the service and extinguished. The acolyte also helps with the offering,
communion and any other special things t he pastor needs during
worship.
Having completed first communion is the only pre-requisite for
being an acolyte. Youth will be joining the ranks of those who
have helped worshipers for millennia enter into God’s presence
with thanksgiving.
Confirmation
During February, class will meet Wednesdays at the regularly
scheduled time from 4:30—5:30 pm. Class will meet during
Lent. Students are encouraged to attend all the mid-week services after class; however they will only be required to attend
two of the six.
Affirmation of Baptism (confirmation) will be May 20.

Volunteer Needed for Organizing Library
Do you like to sort, organize, file, and categorize? Then we need
you! We have added new books to our library and we want them to
get used. So, if you have display and organizing ideas, talk to Carol
or Pastor Amy. Let's make these resources into a real working library at Our Saviour's!
Here's a taste of what has been added:

Bake Through the Bible at Christmas

Susie Bentley-Taylor and Bekah Moore
The Good Book Company, 2015
Bake Through the Bible at Christmas helps parents with young
children to explore the Christmas story with their child while having lots of fun cooking together. This book contains 12 Bible stories, told in a simple, engaging style, that take your child through
the events of the first Christmas. Each story is supported by a
cooking activity that reinforces the main teaching, along with questions to discuss while cooking, and a simple recap to use when enjoying what they've cooked.
Cooking activities include:
Gingerbread family tree to remember God's promise to
send a new Forever-King
Hidden surprise cake to discover that nothing is impossible for God

Scrip Gift Cards through Our Saviour’s
Scrip gift cards are the same as gift cards you can purchase from
the retailer. However, by purchasing them through Our Saviour’s
at face value, our church receives an instant rebate of between 315%, depending on the store. From grocery stores to department
stores, gas stations, restaurants and more, this is an easy
“fundraiser” to help with expenses of our church.
Please contact Brenda Nernberger or Elaine Hallgren for more information/details on ordering scrip cards. We always have Kwik
Trip, Walmart, County Market and Cenex scrip cards on hand, and
are “open for business” every Sunday before and after church services in the fellowship hall. Finance Co-Mission

Bible Camp Anyone?
FYI—Luther Park, Chetek, is taking registration for their 2018
summer camps. Register early to get into the camp you want.
See: lutherpark.org
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Take time for worship
Out of 168 hours in the week,
you are invited to take 1 hour for worship!
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Co-Mission Reports

News & Events
Who is Mollie B?

Our Saviour's Worship Co-Mission met on January 19th.

Mollie Busta has been performing polka music all her life.
Mollie started singing in the father’s band, the Jim Busta Band,
at age three and joined on piano when she was eight.

All members were present. We discussed the attendance at
Christmas Eve service. A rough count was 147. That is a large increase from past years.
Lenten services will be held every Wednesday in Lent for both
churches. Beginning Ash Wednesday, February 14, times will be
5:30 Our Saviour's and 7:00 at Unity. We will have a sandwich and
dessert potluck AFTER church those nights.
Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday there will be no lunch.
The theme of this year's Lenten Services will be 'Baptism'. Good Friday Services will be held at Our Saviour's, time to be determined.
Final Easter Sunday plans will be discussed at our next meeting in
February.

During her high school years, Mollie arranged songs for the
school’s band and choir programs, the Jim Busta Band, and
started writing her own original compositions.
Mollie went on to continue to develop her love of music and
received a Bachelor of Arts in Music (trumpet and voice) from
Luther College (Decorah, IA). Mollie’s senior paper was on
polka music which
gave her a chance to
educate her classical
music professors and
colleagues about the
music dear to her
heart.
In July of 2011, the first Mollie
B Polka Party aired on Mollie B
Polka Party on RFD-TV. Mollie
was a creative director and coproducer of these shows. The
Mollie B Polka Party currently
airs in over 55 million homes on
RFD-TV on Wednesday at
6:30pm and Saturday at 10:00pm ET.
Meet Mollie B
You can meet Mollie at the polka worship service hosted by
Our Saviour’s and Trinity on April 15 at the Lions’ shelter in
Colby. Mollie will be joined by Jeff Heinz, host of the Polka
Jamboree heard weekly on WDEZ-FM radio and by Pastor
Amy’s husband, Mark. Details to follow.
For more information about Mollie see www.mollieb.com
& RFD-TV
If you would like to volunteer to help with this event contact
Pastor Amy, Carol Lekies, Brenda Nernberger or Teresa
Gretzinger.
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Submitted by Echo Buehler

In December and January, there were no meetings. The next
scheduled meeting is Sunday, February 11 following worship..
Barb Krug is the program leader.
Handbooks
The 2018 handbooks are done and can be picked up at the
February meeting or in the fellowship hall.
Bold Generosity
Hope is made known in our companionship with
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Malawi. Hope
is proclaimed in wells for safe drinking water and
brick making machines to build stronger homes.
Your donations turn hope into reality.
Malawi is one of the ministries highlighted in our Northwest Synod of Wisconsin’s capital appeal Bold Generosity. Please send
your gifts of hope to the Northwest Synod of WI, at 944 24 1/4
St. Suite 2, Chetek, WI 54728.
Line item: Bold Generosity.
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