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Our Lenten Journey begins on Ash Wednesday – March 1st. On this day we come to church to have ashes
smudged on our foreheads to remind us of our own mortality and our need for forgiveness. Ashes and sackcloth
were the traditional symbols of penitence throughout the bible. Lent originated in the early days of the Christian
Church as a time to prepare for Easter when the faithful rededicated themselves and when catechumens (converts)
were instructed in the faith and prepared for baptism.
Our word Lent comes from the Middle English term “lente” and from
the Old English “lencten”, which means springtime. In early spring farmers would wait and prepare the soil to be ready for planting. This was applied to our Christian time of preparation for Easter and all the things
Christians were called to do to be ready for the Resurrection.
There are traditionally forty days of Lent (not counting Sundays),
which are marked by prayer, fasting, self-denial and almsgiving. Many
Mar 5 8:30 & 10:30 am Morning Prayer
people “give something up” for Lent. Whether this is a food, behavior or
Breakfast at 9:30 am
some other pleasurable past time; embracing this type of fasting is an excellent discipline to help us control our body and mind. Others add someMar 12 8:30 & 10:30 am Holy Eucharist
thing that will bring them closer to God, e.g., prayer, journaling, bible
study, spiritual reading or practices of piety. And there is always the opMar 19 8:30 and 10:30 am Morning Prayer
tion of donating money to charity or performing acts of service to help
Breakfast at 9:30 am
out those in need.
Lent is our liturgical season of soul-searching and repentance. It is a
Mar 26 8:30 & 10:30 am Holy Eucharist
time for reflection and taking an inventory of our lives, our faith and our
relationships, especially with God. Throughout this time of preparation
Tuesday Worship
we admit that we all have faults. We acknowledge our regret and sadness
Mar 14 10:30 am Holy Eucharist at
for things we have done or left undone that have hurt our selves and othHope Nursing Center
ers.
Mar 28 10:30 am Holy Eucharist at
The reality is that all of us harbor and nurture attitudes, thoughts, habits
Hope Nursing Center
and actions that have the potential to be destructive in our lives and in
our relationships. These are things that our church calls “sin” and we all
Wednesday Worship
experience them. We don’t often like to admit it, but these sinful things
Mar 1 Ash Wednesday in our lives keep us from being the people God desires us to be.
10am Bible Study
It is during this season of Lent that we have the opportunity to “repent”
11:30 am Ashes & Holy Eucharist
of these sinful things within us and turn toward God. The trouble is, that
Mar 8 10:00 am & 6:30 pm Bible Study
these negative things in our lives are often addictive and are not so easy
11:45 am Holy Eucharist
to let go of. This is why we need to lean on God and support each other
in changing these things.
Mar 15 10am & 6:30pm Bible Study
Our Lenten Journey begins on Ash Wednesday – March 1st. On this day
11:45 am Holy Eucharist
we come to church to have ashes smudged on our foreheads to remind
us of our own mortality and our need for forgiveness. Ashes and sackcloth
Mar 22 10am & 6:30pm Bible Study
were the traditional symbols of penitence throughout the bible. Lent orig11:45 am Holy Eucharist
inated in the early days of the Christian Church as a time to prepare for
Easter when the faithful rededicated themselves and when catechumens
Mar 22 10am & 6:30pm Bible Study
(converts) were instructed in the faith and prepared for baptism.
11:45 am Holy Eucharist
continued on page 2
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Our word Lent comes from the Middle English term “lente” and from the Old English “lencten”, which means springtime. In
early spring farmers would wait and prepare the soil to be ready for planting. This was applied to our Christian time of preparation
for Easter and all the things Christians were called to do to be ready for the Resurrection.
There are traditionally forty days of Lent (not counting Sundays), which are marked by prayer, fasting, self-denial and almsgiving. Many people “give something up” for Lent. Whether this is a food, behavior or some other pleasurable past time; embracing this type of fasting is an excellent discipline to help us control our body and mind. Others add something that will bring
them closer to God, e.g., prayer, journaling, bible study, spiritual reading or practices of piety. And there is always the option of
donating money to charity or performing acts of service to help out those in need.
Lent is our liturgical season of soul-searching and repentance. It is a time for reflection and taking an inventory of our lives,
our faith and our relationships, especially with God. Throughout this time of preparation we admit that we all have faults. We
acknowledge our regret and sadness for things we have done or left undone that have hurt our selves and others.
The reality is that all of us harbor and nurture attitudes, thoughts, habits and actions that have the potential to be destructive
in our lives and in our relationships. These are things that our church calls “sin” and we all experience them. We don’t often like
to admit it, but these sinful things in our lives keep us from being the people God desires us to be.
It is during this season of Lent that we have the opportunity to “repent” of these sinful things within us and turn toward God.
The trouble is, that these negative things in our lives are often addictive and are not so easy to let go of. This is why we need to
lean on God and support each other in changing these things.
Blessings for a Holy Lent,
Fr. Steve

March 17, 2017

Come Celebrate & Join Us for

ST. PATRICK’S DAY
DINNER!
5 - 7:30 pm • Friday 3-17-16

Includes corned beef dinner, dessert & beverage.
Adults $14 • 12+under $6 • 3+under FREE

Irish Music • 50/50 Drawing &
Lots of Good, Old-Fashioned Fun!!
Proceeds go to St. John’s roof repair.

S T. J OHN ’ S EPISCOPAL C HURCH
555 S Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186
For more info call (734) 721-5023

Holy Land
Slide Show Rerun

On Friday, January 6th we enjoyed a
potluck supper and Fr. Steve shared pictures
from his pilgrimage to the Holy Land.
Forty-two people came to see and discuss
this diocesan trip. There was such a positive
response and people who couldn’t make it
asked if there would be another opportunity
to participate, so another showing is scheduled for Sunday, March 26th after the
10:30 service.
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Building the Beloved Community Across Differences

The Episcopal Diocese of Michigan has called on all congregations to participate in an ongoing process to promote diversity and inclusion. Our vestry attended the opening training day on February 25th and will be sharing what they learned
with our members during the Sundays in Lent. In addition, our vestry will be discussing ways in which all of us may implement these practices into our parish life. Specific days and times will be posted in our Sunday worship bulletin announcements.
Our bishop describes the rationale for the training this way:
The Detroit area, and Michigan in general, have long been deeply divided along racial, economic, political and other
lines. Yet our Baptismal Covenant calls us to “seek and serve Christ in all persons,” “strive for justice and peace among
all people,” and “respect the dignity of every human being” (BCP, 305). As people continue to retreat into ever more homogenous communities, God’s call for the Church to build and become the beloved community across our divisions is
more urgent than ever.
To truly form this community we must grow in our understanding of the nature and dynamics of diversity and the ways
power intersects with all differences: race, ethnicity, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, economic status, educational
level, role or status, age, language, physical ability, immigrant status, native country, region, and military background.
This ongoing process of spiritual formation requires us to be committed to understanding the experiences of those who
are different from ourselves while also being vulnerable and compassionate with one another. God calls us to dismantle
our divisions, “for all of us are one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). Our spiritual formation is grounded in our work
with God to create God’s beloved community.

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH invites you to our 2017

Holy Week & Easter
Worship Times

At our recent vestry meeting we set the times for our services during Holy Week and Easter to accommodate Fr.
Steve’s schedule which will allow him to be at St. John’s
and Nativity on these same days. Time changes for services
are being made at both congregations. There will just be
one Holy Eucharist service on Palm Sunday and Easter.
Thank you for your understanding and flexibility as we prepare to celebrate these important days in our church year.

Service Days & Times at St. John’s

Ash Wednesday
March 1st
11:30 am
Palm Sunday
April 9th
11:30 am
Maundy Thursday
April 13th
7:30 pm
(Vigil time to be kept until 12:00 am)
Good Friday
April 14th
12:00 pm
Easter Sunday
April 16th
11:30 am

Bazaar

Featuring
Arts < Crafts <

Baked Goods < Cottage Foods
Lunch Available!

Saturday, April 8, 2017
10 am - 3 pm
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
555 S. Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186
For more info call (734) 721-5023
Or email stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
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On Tuesday, February 28th, the Men’s Group hosted a delicious pancake supper!

Approximately 64 people enjoyed this fabulous meal and collectively they gave $373 to support our ministry here at St.
John’s! Thank you to everyone who set-up, cooked, cleaned-up and everyone who came to eat!

St. John’s Episcopal Church
555 S. Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186

Oﬃce: (734) 721-5023
parish oﬃce hours: Mon-Fri. 11 am-3pm
www.stjohnswestland.com
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com

FOOD PANTRY OPEN

March 9, 10am-Noon
*Please bring donations in by
Sunday, March 5
(Souper Sunday-bring soup!)

MARCH EVENTS CALENDAR

Sundays:
Sun. Mar. 5 Daughters of the King at noon
Sun. Mar. 12 Vestry Meeting at noon
Sun. Mar. __ Outreach meeting at noon?
Fri. Mar. 17 St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
5 pm - 7:30 pm
Wednesdays:
March 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
Sr. Exercise Class at 9:00 am

We’re on Facebook:
St. John's Episcopal church - Westland Mi

St. John’s Episcopal Church
Staff

rev. Steve Domienik, Priest-in-Charge
FrSteve@stjohnswestland.com
charmaine Wells, Parish Secretary
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
Dana hull, Music Director

Bill & Kim Goeman, Sextons

OffICERS
Jim Godbout, SeniorWarden
Ken coyne, Junior Warden
Sande Godbout, Clerk
Erin Downey-tarnowski, Treasurer
2016 VEStRy MEMbERS
neil Barbu, Joan cady, Sue Daniel, cindy Fowler,
nick hamblin and Julie Jones

