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Christ Lutheran Church 
Casual Worship ~ March 26, 2023 

(Next week for Psalm Sunday we will return to Drive In worship outside!) 
 

WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who journeys with us these forty days, 

and sustains us with the gift of grace. 

Amen. 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another 

our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 

we confess to you our faults and failings. 

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 

we spoil rather than steward your creation; 

we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 

we choose fear over compassion. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

as we seek to follow in your way of life. 

Amen. 

Hear the good news: 

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 

so that all may receive life. 

This promise is for you!  

God embraces you with divine mercy, 

☩ forgives you in Christ’s name,  

and revives you in the Spirit’s power. Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: Lord I Lift Your Name on High                ELW #857 

 
 

GREETING 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe 

upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve 

you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 

the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all 

around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said 

to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he 

said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 

the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and 
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you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and 

cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I 

am the LORD.” 

 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 

noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were 

sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there 

was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 

and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 

breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and 

the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 

‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore 

prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and 

bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 

Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you 

up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, 

and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken 

and will act, says the LORD.” 
 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

Before the reading: The Holy Gospel according to John, the 11th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL READING: John 11:1-45 
 

After the reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON 
 

SONG OF THE DAY: Hymn of Promise                                           CCLI #126529  

(See page 7) 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. 

A brief silence. 
 

You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven your church. Deepen our 

partnerships with our companion churches around the globe and bless the work of 

missionaries who accompany them. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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Your spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and restore ecosystems in 

need of healing. Uplift prophetic voices that turn us to the needs of the soil beneath our 

feet and the air all around. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You redeem the world and its peoples. Free us from systems of oppression. Unbind 

nations and societies from the sins of racism, sexism, and homophobia. Raise up leaders 

at all levels of government who work to promote the dignity of every human life. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve or who are troubled by 

illness (especially). You hear us when we call to you. Deliver us from the depths of our 

despair, and free us from the worries that bind us. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Your Spirit of life dwells in our assembly. Bless the music ministries of this congregation 

(specific ensembles may be named) and all who lead us in hymns of praise and 

thanksgiving and in songs of lament and prayer. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will live. With 

thanksgiving, we remember all your saints who now live in your eternal love. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 

renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Greet those sitting next to you with these or similar words: “Peace be with you.” 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy God, our living Water, and our merciful Guide, together with rivers and seas, 

wells and springs we bless and magnify you. 

You led your people Israel through the desert and provided them water from the rock. 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert, 

pouring out his life for the world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await your salvation for all 

        this thirsty world. 

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this feast:            

wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God! 
 

All baptized Christians are invited to receive the sacrament of our Lord’s body and blood.  

*You may use any bread or crackers and wine or juice.  

*If others are with you, you may take turns sharing the bread and wine. Eat or give the bread, 

saying: “The body of Christ given for you.” Drink or give the wine, saying: “The blood of Christ 

shed for you.”  

*You may trace the sign of the cross on the forehead of children who do not yet commune and 

speak these or similar words to them: “The Lord bless you and keep you today and always.” 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 

With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our 

neighbors and touch the world with your love. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

God, the giver of love, ☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of 

rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. Amen.                                                                                                       
 

SENDING SONG: We Are Marching                                      ELW #866 

                                                      (See page 8) 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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This QR Code will link you to our securer online giving 
website.  www.christlutheranroanoke.org 

If you have brought a monetary offering, you may place it in an offering 

basket as you leave the Fellowship Hall.  
 

Serving Today 

Preacher: Pastor Dave Skole, Presider: Pastor Cindy Keyser, Greeter: Julie & Bruce 

Swanson, Reader: Julie Swanson, Technical Support: Josh Skole, Musician: Kim 

Mucha, Warren Burger, Angie Covington, Michael Edwards, Gerry Oefelein, Bill 

Pearman, Tom Schulz. 
 

 

Portions of this bulletin are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2011 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission, 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23932. Scriptural readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright 1989, Division 

of Christian Education by the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

HOLY WEEK @ CHRIST 

LUTHERAN 
• Palm Sunday April 2 

9am Drive-In (outside) & Facebook Live 

Streaming 

11:00am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary                                                                

Palms will be given out for the procession for 

both services. 
 

• Maundy Thursday April 6 

7pm Worship & Communion in the Sanctuary, & Facebook Live Streaming 
 

• Good Friday April 7th 

3pm Way of the Cross, Grandin Rd churches, starts at CLC                                                                          

7pm Tenebrae, Worship in the Sanctuary, & Facebook Live Streaming  
 

• Easter Sunday April 9 

9am Drive-In (outside) & Facebook Live Streaming                                                                                        

10:00am Easter Brunch, bring a dish to share                                                                                                   

11:00am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.christlutheranroanoke.org/
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