FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (A)
“SAVE YOURSELF FROM THIS CORRUPT GENERATION”
April 29/30, 2023

The ultimate goal of every Christian is salvation. My eating and drinking,
working and resting, praying and fasting, sleeping and getting up, relating to
people and associating with others should all end up knowing more about
God and getting closer to Him and leaving worldly things behind me. As a
result, | will save my soul.

So, Christians are to be in the world but not of the world. This is the message
of Jesus when praying for His disciples: “They (disciples) do not belong to
the world any more than | belong to the world” (Jn.17:16). What the world
offers is contrary to what Jesus proclaims. The apostles knew that the world
was corrupt due to sin and evil. St. Paul also told the Philippians that they
were surrounded by “a deceitful and underhand brood”, so they should shine
among them like stars in the world (Phil.2:15-16).

Is our generation also as corrupt as at the time of the apostles? Why is this
generation corrupt? The world of today does not want God to rule it.
Indirectly, it has pledged allegiance to the evil one. The statutes of God are
trampled upon with impunity. People love money, pleasure, wealth, riches,
fame and power more than anything else. True love of God and neighbor is
gone. Everyone is suspicious of the other person. There is little discipline
and self-control. Individualism has overshadowed community life. Human life
is no longer important and so people take delight in crime. Even though God
created everything to be good, including human beings, it seems as if
whatever He created is not good enough now. Are we trying to be like those
who tried to build the Tower of Babel?

Do | want to save myself from this generation which is corrupt? Fear of being
left out is one of the things making it difficult to let Jesus be my Shepherd.
The message of the Gospel has been distorted so | have been deceived to
believe false and fake messages. Another problem is that | do not want to
commit myself to be a faithful Catholic. | just want people to know that |
belong to the group.

When the people heard what Peter said, they asked what they were to do.
He told them to repent. Repentance is the first step to take to move away



from evil in the world. To repent is to know who | am and my weaknesses
and be ready to change my direction. | begin to move towards Jesus and
away from myself; away from my wishes and desires, allowing the wishes
and desires of Jesus to become a priority in my life. | follow the will of God
and not my own will, as it is said in the ‘Our Father’: “Your will be done on
earth as it is in heaven”.

How do | save myself from this corrupt generation then? | should follow Jesus
who is the good Shepherd, the Way, the Truth, and the Life. He is the One
who will provide all my needs; leading me to green pastures and restful
waters. He will guide me in the right paths and rescue me from the evil one.
He is the One who can bring me success in the midst of my enemies. If |
take Jesus as my Guide and Guard, goodness and kindness will follow me
all the days of my life. | should know the voice of Jesus and that of the enemy.

When | want to live in the world and not of the world and follow Jesus, there
will be trouble for me, because | will be hated and persecuted. This is what
St. Peter made clear to the early believers and to me now. He reminds me
that the Master Himself underwent a lot of troubles and His followers will be
treated the same. But there is the need for patient endurance. “If you are
patient when you suffer for doing what is good, this is a grace before God.
For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example that you should follow in His footsteps”. How am |
working for my salvation?
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trampled upon with impunity. People love money, pleasure, wealth, riches,
fame and power more than anything else. True love of God and neighbor is
gone. Everyone is suspicious of the other person. There is little discipline
and self-control. Individualism has overshadowed community life. Human life
is no longer important and so people take delight in crime. Even though God
created everything to be good, including human beings, it seems as if
whatever He created is not good enough now. Are we trying to be like those
who tried to build the Tower of Babel?

Do | want to save myself from this generation which is corrupt? Fear of being
left out is one of the things making it difficult to let Jesus be my Shepherd.
The message of the Gospel has been distorted so | have been deceived to
believe false and fake messages. Another problem is that | do not want to
commit myself to be a faithful Catholic. | just want people to know that |
belong to the group.

When the people heard what Peter said, they asked what they were to do.
He told them to repent. Repentance is the first step to take to move away



from evil in the world. To repent is to know who | am and my weaknesses
and be ready to change my direction. | begin to move towards Jesus and
away from myself; away from my wishes and desires, allowing the wishes
and desires of Jesus to become a priority in my life. | follow the will of God
and not my own will, as it is said in the ‘Our Father’: “Your will be done on
earth as it is in heaven”.

How do | save myself from this corrupt generation then? | should follow Jesus
who is the good Shepherd, the Way, the Truth, and the Life. He is the One
who will provide all my needs; leading me to green pastures and restful
waters. He will guide me in the right paths and rescue me from the evil one.
He is the One who can bring me success in the midst of my enemies. If |
take Jesus as my Guide and Guard, goodness and kindness will follow me
all the days of my life. | should know the voice of Jesus and that of the enemy.

When | want to live in the world and not of the world and follow Jesus, there
will be trouble for me, because | will be hated and persecuted. This is what
St. Peter made clear to the early believers and to me now. He reminds me
that the Master Himself underwent a lot of troubles and His followers will be
treated the same. But there is the need for patient endurance. “If you are
patient when you suffer for doing what is good, this is a grace before God.
For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example that you should follow in His footsteps”. How am |
working for my salvation?



FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (A)
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The ultimate goal of every Christian is salvation. My eating and drinking,
working and resting, praying and fasting, sleeping and getting up, relating to
people and associating with others should all end up knowing more about
God and getting closer to Him and leaving worldly things behind me. As a
result, | will save my soul.

So, Christians are to be in the world but not of the world. This is the message
of Jesus when praying for His disciples: “They (disciples) do not belong to
the world any more than | belong to the world” (Jn.17:16). What the world
offers is contrary to what Jesus proclaims. The apostles knew that the world
was corrupt due to sin and evil. St. Paul also told the Philippians that they
were surrounded by “a deceitful and underhand brood”, so they should shine
among them like stars in the world (Phil.2:15-16).

Is our generation also as corrupt as at the time of the apostles? Why is this
generation corrupt? The world of today does not want God to rule it.
Indirectly, it has pledged allegiance to the evil one. The statutes of God are
trampled upon with impunity. People love money, pleasure, wealth, riches,
fame and power more than anything else. True love of God and neighbor is
gone. Everyone is suspicious of the other person. There is little discipline
and self-control. Individualism has overshadowed community life. Human life
is no longer important and so people take delight in crime. Even though God
created everything to be good, including human beings, it seems as if
whatever He created is not good enough now. Are we trying to be like those
who tried to build the Tower of Babel?

Do | want to save myself from this generation which is corrupt? Fear of being
left out is one of the things making it difficult to let Jesus be my Shepherd.
The message of the Gospel has been distorted so | have been deceived to
believe false and fake messages. Another problem is that | do not want to
commit myself to be a faithful Catholic. | just want people to know that |
belong to the group.

When the people heard what Peter said, they asked what they were to do.
He told them to repent. Repentance is the first step to take to move away



from evil in the world. To repent is to know who | am and my weaknesses
and be ready to change my direction. | begin to move towards Jesus and
away from myself; away from my wishes and desires, allowing the wishes
and desires of Jesus to become a priority in my life. | follow the will of God
and not my own will, as it is said in the ‘Our Father’: “Your will be done on
earth as it is in heaven”.

How do | save myself from this corrupt generation then? | should follow Jesus
who is the good Shepherd, the Way, the Truth, and the Life. He is the One
who will provide all my needs; leading me to green pastures and restful
waters. He will guide me in the right paths and rescue me from the evil one.
He is the One who can bring me success in the midst of my enemies. If |
take Jesus as my Guide and Guard, goodness and kindness will follow me
all the days of my life. | should know the voice of Jesus and that of the enemy.

When | want to live in the world and not of the world and follow Jesus, there
will be trouble for me, because | will be hated and persecuted. This is what
St. Peter made clear to the early believers and to me now. He reminds me
that the Master Himself underwent a lot of troubles and His followers will be
treated the same. But there is the need for patient endurance. “If you are
patient when you suffer for doing what is good, this is a grace before God.
For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example that you should follow in His footsteps”. How am |
working for my salvation?



