THE COMMUNITY VOICE
A BIMONTHLY PUBLICATION BY AND FOR THE RIO GRANDE
HOMELESS COMMUNITY
Vol. 1 No. 7

July 4, 2016

25 ¢ Donation

To Provide a Voice for the Homeless
Supported by: The Rio Grande Homeless
Coalition

Editor: Gloria Red Bear
Assistant Editor: Carlos Mateo
Published the first and third Monday of
each month

Ed i t o r ’s Vo i c e :
Good morning to you from The Road Home Community. I am a Lakota Woman. I have read
everyone’s stories. I return back to all of you my respect.
There is so much going on in the Community inside and outside of the shelters. The residents are
smoking in bathrooms in the shelter. That is part of the bad news. In the building there is so
much fighting, violence, and crime. There has got to be a way to get support to stop this. We
need to help with all of these issues.
Be careful, be safe, and keep up the environment. Have good hygiene. Shower, shave, and change
your clothes. Your property should be 50 lbs. or less. Watch your documents at the shelter. Help
each other and listen to each other when they need to talk. Reach out your hand to illness,
sickness, handicap, disabilities, blind, deaf, and all impairments in the Community.
There are questions that need to be answered with housing, violence, crime, drugs, alcohol,
prescriptions, hatred, and jealousy.
Gloria Red Bear

Editorial Policy of “The Community Voice:
The selections that are published in “The Community Voice” are written by those in the Rio
Grande Homeless Community. Offensive words and personal attacks are not allowed. Both
public and private organizations may be criticized. Personal stories describing the experience of
being homeless or life experiences that contributed to be homeless are valued. There will be no
editorial corrections or revisions other than addressing the above items that are not allowed. The
editor makes no attempt to verify the truth of the submitted comments or stories. $5 will be paid
to the author for every piece accepted by the editor.
The public is invited to comment by using the following email address
thevoiceofriogrande@gmail.com
Gloria Red Bear
Editor, The Community Voice

The News Corner by Carlos Mateo:
LOCAL NEWS:
Luau Planned
The Rio Grande Homeless Coalition is planning to hold a luau involving local businesses, in order to gain
more recognition for our group among those outside of the homeless community. A similar event will be
planned to be held to make our group better known among member of the homeless community. Dates
and locations for these events are still to be decided.
Site Selection Committee Meeting
A city council Site Selection Committee meeting was held at The Leonardo on 15 June 2016 to solicit
feedback from the public on how to hand the obvious homeless problem in Salt Lake City, what features
would be important in a new homeless facility, etc. The event was attended by four members of the
homeless community and four non-homeless members of the Salt Lake City Marching and Chowder Club
(SLCMCC). Contacts within city council were made there and those contacts plan to attend our next
SLCMCC meeting. Another Site Selection Committee meeting took place on Monday, 20 June 2016 at the
Marmalade Library. Finally, a third Site Selection Committee meeting took place on Wednesday, 22 June
2016 at the Salt Lake City Public Library.
Podcasts in Pioneer Park
Andy Cier recorded the stories of homeless folks in Pioneer Park on Friday, 17 June 2016, which he plans to
post on the Internet via podcasts. He plans on doing it again in the future date that is still to be decided.
Guardians Take Action!
Tuesday, 21 June 2016 was an especially hot day, so the Guardians took to the street (Rio Grande Street and
500 West) and passed out bottled water to their fellow homeless brothers and sisters that were in dire need
(either too old or sick to get out of the sun, passed out in the sun in a drug or alcohol induced state, etc).
The Guardians plan on soliciting local businesses and other members of the public to help provide water so
that this can be done on a regular basis. As the weather heats up, so does the probability of sun stroke.
The Guardians envision taking care of the weak and helpless among our own people and this is on way it
can manifest itself.
The Police and the New Social Workers
A meeting took place at the police headquarters (next to the library) on 22 June 2016. One homeless
person and two non-homeless members of the Salt Lake City Marching and Chowder Club attended. The
attendees learned about the Rio Grande Homeless Coalition, our purpose and some of the things we are
doing or plan to do in the near future. More information was ascertained about the new social workers
hired by the police and how they will interact with the homeless community.
Homeless-on-Homeless Crime
There has been an increase in homeless-on-homeless crimes, including violent assaults, rapes and thefts,
among other things. Recently, the crime hit home when two of our members had things stolen from them
at the Road Home and two other members were violently assaulted in Pioneer Park, with the beating
severe enough that they had to go to the hospital. The Rio Grande Homeless Coalition (RGHC) plans on
starting an information campaign among the homeless to encourage them to report crimes when they
occur. Members from the RGHC plan on meeting with Deputy Police Chief Josh Scharman on Wednesday,
29 June 2016, where concerns will be expressed about how police have handled crimes reported by
homeless people in the past and how future interaction between the homeless and police can be improved.
We also hope to learn more about how our Guardians will interact with the police force’s, newly hired social
workers.
Mentoring Program and Narcotics Anonymous Group
The Rio Grande Homeless Coalition has begun a mentoring program called The Bum Buddies Mentoring
Program that matches homeless folks to homeless mentors. They also, out of concern for the exploding
drug problem in the Rio Grande neighborhood, started a Narcotics Anonymous group run by recovering
homeless addicts and catering to homeless addicts in the Rio Grande Street, 500 West & Pioneer Park areas
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