On Easter, 


we read 17 ways we are changed by the resurrection 


and briefly looked at 11 of them.  



We are not going to delve into the other six today.  

Instead, 


we are going to spend some time looking at the letter of first John 



that will help us live into various aspects of the 17 ways we are changed, 


by looking at what the light and love of the Messiah, 



the Son of God is.

A few quick notes about 1 John.  


It is not a logical treatise or letter 



like we normally get from Paul, 


but more of a poetic sermon.  

So for the first half up to 3:10, 


we will be talking about light.  

The second half, 


we will focus on love.  

Each of these will have three sections to look at deeper.  

Now since John is not using linear logic, 


what does he use instead.  

An ancient technique called amplification.  


So if it seems I keep coming back to where I started, 



that is the cyclical repetition, 


if the claims seem awfully big, 



that is the hyperbole, 


and if harsh comparisons are made, 



that is the stark contrasts 




that are part of the technique of amplification.

I am starting our look at 1 John from the ending.  


Part of the reason for that is 



this amplification technique that John uses.  

By starting at the conclusion, 


we see where we will end up.  


Where we end 



is this line that if we were walking through the book 




talking about light and love 



seems a little out of place.  




“Dear Children, 





keep yourself from idols.”  

Touching back to last week, 


we are called children, 



as in children of God.  

But where does this refrain from idols come from?  


The house churches in the greater Ephesus metropolitan area 



had experienced a split.  


The split came from creating a false god.  

The faction that left 


denied Jesus was the Messiah 


and denied Jesus was the son of God.  

Two essential points of Jesus' ministry and purpose in coming.

What is Easter 


without Jesus being the anointed one?  

What is Easter 


with out Jesus being the Son of God?  

If Jesus was just a prophet, 

just a teacher, 


then easter is on par with Martin Luther King Day 


or President's Day.  



Remembering a person who tried to show us a better way to live.  

With Jesus being the Messiah, 


the Christ, 


the Anointed one, 

with Jesus being the son of God, 


Emmanuel God with Us, 



it means that we have access to eternal life.  

Look at how John phrases that in verse 13.  


“So that you may know that you have eternal life.”  

This verb tense is present, 


active, 


indicative 


meaning “the action happens in the present time, 



that the subject carries out the action, 



and that it is a true statement.”  


It is not that we will in the future 



have eternal life, 


but that we have that life right now, 



that we are to carry out this type of life.  
As I have said time and again, 


when we have equated eternal life with heaven.  



That is half right.  

There is only one who is truly eternal.  


God.  

So we could read God life 


instead of eternal.  

Now we tend to make the next jump, 


that God lives in heaven, 



so it is the life for when we reach heaven.  

That would be to lean into the heresy and idolization 


that those who left the church in Ephesus believed.  

Because God also lived on earth 


and showed us how to live when Jesus lived and died amongst us.  



Servant love and light 




are the focus of John's letter.  


He is trying to get us to live the God life now.

It would follow 


that if we are living the God life now, 


bringing light and life into the world, 



that the Father will listen to us 




as He listened to the Son. 


If what we ask is in regards to the light and life of his inbreaking kingdom, 



we know that we have what we asked of him.  

Notice the promise of verse 15 


is contingent on the clause of verse 14.  



Our request should be in accordance to his will.  

Does our request align with the light and love that Jesus showed us?  

Does it align with Jesus being God's Son and the Messiah?  


If yes, 



then we have what we asked of him.  


If it doesn't, 



we shouldn't be surprised when the answer is no, 



or we are given something 




that better meets the actual needs and purposes of living the God life.  

In the English Language, 


the difference is just one “o”, 



but the difference is significant between the God life 



and the Good life.  

In its purist form, 


the good life perfectly overlaps with the God life.  

But we are not always living under the authority of God, 


so what we define as good 




is often distorted by sin.  

So we want to be popular, 


rather than deeply known.  

We want to be independent, 


rather than blessed.  

Successful is the goal, 


rather than helpful.  

So you can see there is a reason we will start at the beginning of this letter next week.

Verse 16 and 17 lead to pages of theories about what John is trying to tell us.  


Some rather strong theories have been put out there, 



that do not take the context of the discussion into consideration.  

Within 1 John, 


remember there is the underlying issue 



that some have left the church 




holding that Jesus was not the Son of God 




or the Messiah.  

The last line of the book, 


is keeping from idols, 


or false Gods.  

What sin, 

or breaking the relationship with God 


could lead to death?  

That is the sin of not believing that Jesus is who he said he was 


and did what scriptures said he did.  

If we build our life around Jesus not being the messiah and king, 


that will lead to death.  

Where that line is 


that we stop praying for people, 



I can't tell you.  

But I do know 


the longer we live in any reality, 


the more we adapt to it 



and take on its customs.  


Studies show how addictive habits rewire the brain to react to stimuli.  

When someone has lived into the reality 


that Jesus is not who he says he is long enough 


and with growing commitment, 



there is a time when prayers for them 




will not be fruitful.  

What that point is, 


I can not say.  

But I do think of the example of Pharoah and the plagues 


and see that he had grown so accustomed to reversing his decision 



that God commanded, 


that even after losing his firstborn son, 



he backtracked on his promise 



and came after the Israelites at the Red Sea.  


This led to his death.

In verse 18, 


John tries to tie this down with three, 



“We know.”  


These are confessions.  

The first one is a little deceptive in our pew bibles with 


“continue to sin.”  

The Message and NLT say, 


“a practice of sin.”  

We will still not always follow the will of God 


until he returns.  

But we will not grow 


or flourish in our sinful ways.  

We are free from the evil one 


who no longer has control of us.  

The second we know is 


that we are children of God.  

Children copy 


and do what their parents 


and older siblings do and say.  

That is why the most popular toy in the Fellowship Hall is the toy kitchen.  


Kids see their parents there most often.  

We are going to want to copy what we see Jesus, 


our older brother 


and God the Father doing.  

It will be harder than it should be, 


because the whole world is under control of the evil one.  

Nonetheless, 


we have the third 'we know.'  

The Son of God has come 


and given us understanding.  

What exactly that understanding is, 


will be explored in the weeks to come 



as we explore what it means to be light and life.  

All of which come from what is recorded in John's gospel 


in chapters 15-17 



as Jesus washed his disciples feet.  

We understand the world in a different way today


than we did before the resurrection.  

Jesus' resurrection allowed us to know him who is true, 


the father.  

John does not leave out the son 


as he who is true, 

but includes Jesus as God's son and the Messiah.  

Jesus is God in fullness, 


pushing back on those who left the church.  

Jesus is God himself 


and the way of God 


or eternal life.  

To make him anything else, 


is to create an idol.  


A false representation of God.  


An object of worship that lacks the fullness of God.  

Dear Children, 


let us not worship anything 



but the fullness of God, 


which can be found in Jesus his Son.  

Let us do so over the coming weeks in 1 John.
13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him. 
16 If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and God will give him life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am not saying that he should pray about that. 17 All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death. 
18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him. 19 We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. 20 We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true—even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 
21 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols. 
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