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Welcome

|t is a pleasure to have you with us this hour. Dur endeavar is to
worship God in Spirit and in Truth by adhering to the scriptures in
all that we do and teach.

|f you desire to have a private Bible Study
at your convenience, let us know.
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Do You Have Hope?

“And you did he make alive, when ye were dead through your trespasses
and sins, wherein ye once walked according to the course of this world,
according to the spirit that now worketh in the sons of disobedience;
among whom we also all once lived in the lusts of our flesh, doing the
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of
wrath, even as the rest:—but God, being rich in mercy, for his great love
wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead through our trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ (by grace have ye been saved), and
raised us up with him, and made us to sit with him in the heavenly places,
in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:1-6).

These words of hope have been refreshing to many a reader. They
identify regeneration from a state of death, to that of life. Many who read
this thank God for his great love, as was stated by the Apostle John,
saying, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have eternal life.
For God sent not the Son into the world to judge the world; but that the
world should be saved through him” (John 3:16-17). (Continued pg. 2)




Do you have this blessed hope, expressed by the Apostle Paul and the
Apostle John? Let us see.

In the Apostle Paul’s description of those who are sitting “with him in
the heavenly places, in Christ Jesus,” he uses terms, such as, “ye were
dead,” “also all once lived,” “were by nature,” “were dead through our
trespasses.” These phrases indicate a changing of condition: the
Apostle Paul’s words of consolation were written to Christians, not to
people in general.

In order to receive hope from these words, there are certain conditions
that must be realized, i.e., “you did he make alive:” (1) “ye were dead
through your trespasses and sins” because “ye once walked according
to the course of this world:” the recipient of this blessing must cease
to so walk; (2) had been “by nature children of wrath,” i.e., they were
among those of whom, “cometh the wrath of God upon the sons of
disobedience” (Ephesians 5:6); (3) They “were dead” through their
trespasses: dead in a moral and spiritual sense; (4) They were “made
alive in Christ.”

Those to whom the Apostle Paul spoke were those of whom he said,
“We are ambassadors therefore on behalf of Christ, as though God
were entreating by us: we beseech you on behalf of Christ, be ye
reconciled to God. Him who knew no sin he made to be sin on our
behalf; that we might become the righteousness of God in him” (2
Corinthians 5:20-21). Can it be said of you, that your relationship with
sin and death has changed?

Remember the words of the Hebrew writer, saying concerning Jesus,
“and having been made perfect, he became unto all them that obey
him the author of eternal salvation” (Hebrews 5:9). ret

Victory Through Jesus lll
(Fighting the good fight)

I. Victory:

A. “Final supremacy in battle or war. Success in any struggle
involving the defeat of an opponent” (Webster’s)
B. 1Tim. 1:18 — Fighting against carnal inclinations is warfare.

Il. Paul’s Final Words to Timothy:

A. 2Tim. 2:3-6; 4:7 — “I have fought the good fight”
B. 2 Tim. 4:1-5 — Suffer hardships
C. Vs.3-4-Opposition is assured.

1 Tim. 1:18 — war the good warfare

. 2Tim. 1:13 — Hold the pattern of sound words
3. 2Tim. 4:3-4:
a. 2 Pet. 2:1-3 — Will not endure the sound doctrine
b. Have itching ears:
1) Jer. 3:15 — A promise of faithful teachers
2) Jer.42:1—43:3 —There are those who
feignedly profess sound doctrine.
3) Jer.44:15-23 — These same people eventually
openly professed their rebellion.
4) Many are like unto Ahab: 2 Kgs. 22
c. Heap to themselves teachers: Jude 3

Solomon Says

A lying tongue hateth those whom it hath
wounded; And a flattering mouth worketh

ruin.
Prov. 26:28



