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This meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4, Township of Franklin, 
Gloucester County NJ was called to order on November 22, 2022 @ 19:00 and attended by 
the members noted below. This meeting was called pursuant to the provisions of the Open 
Public Meetings Law. This meeting was included in a list of meeting notices sent to the 
Courier Post newspaper, filed with the Municipal Clerk at the Township of Franklin, 
County of Gloucester and posted at the Forest Grove Volunteer Fire Company. 
 
1. Members Present 

 X Andrew Bellone Jr. - Chairman 
 X Samuel Scapellato - Vice Chairman 
 X Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj - Secretary 
 X Joseph Scapellato - Treasurer 
 X Thomas Bellone Sr. – Commissioner 

 
Public Present & Others:  
None Present 
 
 
2. Reading of the minutes of the previous meeting 
A motion to accept minutes as read was made by Andrew Bellone Jr. and seconded by Samuel 
Scapellato. No changes to be made.  
 
 
3. Treasurers Report & Bills against the Commission  
Joseph Scapellato reported: 
 
Commissioners stipend have been issued today.  
 
A check from My-Lor in the amount of $24.40 was returned as an overpayment. The 
overpayment was due to the Chief returning items. 
 
Petty cash balance in the amount of $102.00.  

 
A motion to pay all bills and to accept the Treasurers report was made by Thomas Bellone Sr. 
and seconded by Mykola Myronowskyj.   
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4. Old Business 
Mykola Myronowskyj reported commented on the following: 
 
Filing of documents that he is able to locate from 2011 and prior. The files that are being 
archived are being organized, then scanned and then filed.  
 
Mykola Myronowskyj continues to work on the Forest Grove equipment audit. 
 
The MUA’s for the surrounding locals that have not been completed yet will begin as soon as 
possible.  
 
The 2021 financial audit is in progress. Mykola Myronowskyj spoke to Ed Paul and he advised 
that the audit should be completed soon, Mr. Paul is still waiting for information from the state. 
Mr. Paul further advised that none of the audits for any of the fire districts have been completed.   
 
The correspondence that the Board received from AIG regarding some the fund accounts was 
forwarded to the account manager. He reviewed them and contacted the people that had 
investments in those accounts.  
 
The address for the Board of Fire Commissioners was requested to be changed again to the 
correct mailing address.  
 
Mykola Myronowskyj emailed Gina Hayes in the Tax Collectors office to advise of the correct 
mailing and email addresses. Gina replied that the changes were made.  
 
 
5. New Business 
Mykola Myronowskyj reported: 
The 2023 budget resolution will be read and voted on tonight.  
Please refer to the attached.  
The vote to approve the resolution was unanimous. 
The public hearing of the adopted budget will be held during the next Commissioners meeting. 
 
The VFIS insurance questionnaire was completed and given to the Board to review. The 
questionnaire will be sent to the insurance carrier.  
 
The Fire District election calendar was released. The calendar is posted in the office.  
 
The Board received a census report request. The request was related to the amount of taxes that 
we collect from sales. The amount is zero, and the request reflects that figure.  
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5. New Business Continued 
Nominating petitions for the 2023 election were received from Samuel Scapellato and Thomas 
Bellone Sr. They were notarized and filed. The nominees will be added to the 2023 election 
ballot.  
 
Kelly Smuzinski from Glenn Insurance notified Mr. Myronowskyj that she is leaving Glenn 
Insurance for a position elsewhere. Lisa will be our new point of contact.  
 
Joseph Scapellato suggested that the Board send her a card. The Board agreed that we will send 
her a thank you card, to recognize all of her years of work with the Board.  
 
Andrew Bellone Jr. made a suggestion that another type of reward structure be created for active 
fire fighters that respond to fires. He suggested a few different types of rewards such as clothing 
allowance, fuel cost reimbursement, etc. Andrew Bellone Jr. wants to investigate an additional 
rewards system. Mykola Myronowskyj reminded him that we already have LOSAP as the 
rewards system and he is not sure if a second type of reward is legal, but we will need to review.  
 
Andrew Bellone notified the Board that the other 4 Districts Commissioners want to have a 
meeting to discuss practices. Mykola Myronowskyj asked what type of meeting and what the 
agenda would be. Andrew Bellone Jr. will advise accordingly. 
 
 
 
6. Public Comments 
Chief of the Fire Department: Not Present 
 
 
President of the Fire Department: Not Present  
 
 
Others: Not Present  
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7. Adjournment 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mykola Myronowskyj and seconded by Samuel 
Scapellato.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 19:20 hours. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Mykola “Nick” Myronowskyj 
Secretary of the Board 
Board of Fire Commissioners, District 4 
Township of Franklin, Gloucester County NJ 
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