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How to reach us…. 

 

Church Office 

507-235-5382 

Hours: Tuesday—Friday 

9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

 

E-mail 

uccsecretary319@gmail.com 

 

Web Site Address 

www.fairmontucc.org 

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

Fairmont, Minnesota 

First Congregational UCC 

319 Downtown Plaza 

Fairmont, MN  56031 

WHEELCHAIR  

ACCESSIBLE 

       Rev. Cory Germain 

      Office Hours: 

  Tuesday  9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

  Wednesday 12:30 p.m. through                  

  evening meetings & activities 

  Thursday 9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

  Friday   9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

  Rev. Cory’s phone: 507-399-8282 

Worship Hours 

Worship 10:00 

Sunday school 10:00 

Communion the first Sunday of 
every month.   



FEBRUARY 2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

11:30-2 MRCI         

(HH/FS) 

1:00 TOPS (Ch) 

2 3 

4 

10:00 Worship/

Sunday School 

5 6 

10:00 Lakeview 

Communion 

 

4:30 P.E.O. 

(HH) 

 

7 

4:00 Confirmation 

5:30 Mission Bd 

6:00 Worship            

Board 

7:00 Choir 

8 

11:30-2 MRCI         

(HH/FS) 

1:00 TOPS (Ch) 

 

5:15 Hospitality 

Board 

9 10 

11:00 Kids 

Against Hunger 

food pack  at 

Fairmont Armory 

11 

10:00 Worship/

Sunday School 

Communion 

12 13 

 

 

7:00 Facilities 

Board 

14 Ash Wednesday 

    Valentine’s Day 
12:00 Community 

Ash Wed. Service 

4:00 Confirmation 

5:30 Ash Wed.    

Evening Service 

5:45 CE Board 

6:15 Diaconate Board 

7:00 Choir 

15 

11:30-2 MRCI         

(HH/FS) 

1:00 TOPS  (Ch) 

16 

9:00 Council    

agenda items due 

17 

 

 

6:00 Nomads 

(HH) 

18 

10:00 Worship/

Sunday School 

11:15  Kid’s Fun 

Day 

19 

Presidents’ Day 

20 

10:00 Goldfinch 

Communion 

21 

4:00 Confirmation  

5:30 Lenten Service 

5:45 Church 

Council 

7:00 Choir 

22 

11:30-2 MRCI         

(HH/FS) 

1:00 TOPS  (Ch) 

23 

9:00 March 

Newsletter items 

due 

24 

9:00-11:00  

Women’s Coffee 

& Conversation 

drop in (HH) 

25 

10:00 Worship/

Sunday School 

Blessing box  

collection 

26 27 28 

4:00 Confirmation 

5:30 Lenten Service 

5:30 Free  

Community Meal  

7:00 Choir 

29 

9:30 Bible Study 

11:00 March news-

letter assembly 

11:30-2 MRCI         

(HH/FS) 

1:00 TOPS (Ch) 

  





FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC 

FAIRMONT, MN 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR 1-17-2024 

 

Members Present: Abigail Anderson, Catherine Johnson, Sue Kruse, Amanda Forstrom, Joanne Eisenbarger, 
Kay Campe, Cindy Huset, Jane Kotewa, Amber Brummond and Christina Hainy. Ex-officio members present: 
Pastor Cory, Dara Bliesmer, Ass’t Treasurer.  Absent: Larry Lasch, Erica Jorgensen. 

The Council met in Heritage Hall at 5:45 PM. Moderator Abigail Anderson called the meeting to order. Pastor 
Cory led in prayer. Motion to approve the minutes from the December 20 meeting was M/S/C (Amanda/Kay). 

Treasurer’s Report: Catherine reported that the Treasurer’s Report in the Annual Report is incorrect. The 
monthly chart is missing the month of May. A corrected version will be distributed at the Annual meeting. A    
motion to remove Robbin Celander and Abigail Anderson from the checking account at State Bank and add Kay 
Campe and Jane Kotewa to the checking account was M/S/C (Catherine/Amanda). A motion to remove Eric B. 
Johnson and Dave Meschke from the safety deposit box access and add Kay Campe and Catherine Johnson to the 
safety deposit box was M/S/C (Catherine/Abigail). There was discussion on how to manage stocks as gifts. Dan 
Hamlet from Edward Jones will be attending Council in February. A motion to accept the treasurer’s report was 
M/S/C (Amanda/Amber). 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Cory mentioned visits he made over Christmas and recording the sermon for Sunday, 
January 14. 

BOARD REPORTS: 
 Christian Education: Amber reported that the children will be performing music on Palm Sunday and 
that the last day of Sunday school will be Sunday, May 19. They have been looking at camps and will serve the 
March free community meal. 

Hospitality:  No representative.  
 Facilities: No representative. Snow removal was discussed. 
 Diaconate: Sue reported that discussed the visits/calls/texts Pastor Cory has done and that they will be 
sending Valentine’s Day cards. They are discussing changing Communion Sunday to the second Sunday of each 
month. 

Mission: Amanda stated that our team’s Kids Against Hunger food pack is from 11 AM to 1 PM on     
Saturday, February 10. Also, the mission board needs boards to sign up to host 2024’s Free Community Meals. 
 Worship:  Cindy reported that they stored the Christmas decorations. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 Carpet: Thanks to all who helped with the removal! We had to reorder some carpet due to a defect, so it is 
not done.  
 Nominating: Vice moderator still needs to be filled. 

OLD BUSINESS: Security cameras are running thanks to a generous donation of time and money by members. 
Talked about annual meeting. 

 NEW BUSINESS: Discussed having Pastor Cory share his military experiences with congregation. We will have 
a Board of the Month that coordinates with the community meal servers. They will share a photo and write up a 
description of their duties for the newsletter. 

OTHER BUSINESS: RightNow Media report of use will be given to CE board. A motion was M/S/C for Jane 
Kotewa to be the at-large council member (Abigail/Amber). Abigail “passed the torch” to Kay. 

Moderator Abigail Anderson adjourned the meeting, and Pastor Cory closed with a prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, Christina Hainy, Clerk 



Coming Up... 

Mission Minute: 

Blessing Box:  One Great Hour of Sharing. OGHS, part of our church’s wider        
mission, is the special mission offering of the UCC that carries God’s message of 
love and hope to people in crisis. The UCC responds to humanitarian and develop-
ment needs in the United States and the wider world. 

Kids Against Hunger: Our church’s team will help on Saturday, February 10th at 
11:00 AM. There is a signup sheet at the back of the sanctuary if you’d like to join us 
in this fun activity. You can also contact Amanda Forstrom, 507-279-1607 or                    
ajforstrom1@gmail.com. 

 

LENT: The season of Lent is soon upon us — forty days during which we take an in-depth look 

at our lives and turn back to God.  This time of repentance begins on Wednesday, February 

14 with Ash Wednesday.  This year, Pastor Cory and several ecumenical pastors will be joining 

together at First Congregational UCC to host a brief Community Ash Wednesday service at 

noon in our sanctuary, including a time of confession and absolution, the imposition of ashes, a 

time of personal prayer, and communion.  First Congregational UCC will also be hosting our 

traditional Ash Wednesday evening service at 5:30PM in the sanctuary.  Come for a time of 

confession, reflection, imposition of ashes, and communion as we hear once more the reality of 

our humanness: "you are dust and to dust you shall return."  Together let us prepare ourselves to 

walk this Lenten journey as we contemplate Christ's journey to the cross 

for our redemption. 

CE News: 

A Kid’s Fun Day is after church on Sunday, February 18th from 
11:15—1:30 PM. We’ll be eating pizza, doing crafts & watching a 
movie! 

Happy Valentine’s Day!! 

Church FUN DAYS:                      

-On Saturday, February 17th, we will be having Nomads in Heritage Hall starting at 
6:00 PM. Bring an appetizer, snack or dessert to share and a fun attitude!  We’ll be 
playing some games (possibly Cribbage!). 
 
-On Saturday, February 24th, there is a Women’s Coffee and Conversation in   
Heritage Hall. Drop in between 9:00 & 11:00 AM for some treats and to catch up! 



Date Memory/Honor of Designation From 

MEMORIALS 

Altar Flower Signup:  If there is a Sunday that has a special meaning to you and you would like 
to provide the flowers, please sign up on the calendar by the coat closet. Write your name and who 
the flowers are in memory/honor of. Please know that we appreciate you sharing your special 
memories/days with us! Contact  Dolores Gronewald with questions at (651) 249-6236. 

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to: 

The family of Doris Thate on her passing. 

Hy-Vee & Fareway Report as of 21 January 2024 
 
During the first 3 weeks of 2024, $16,009.46 (8.00%) worth of Hy-Vee slips were received.    After 
7 weeks, Hy-Vee is at $35,365.15 (23.58%) toward the 17th goal which is now $200,000.   
 

During the same time, $5,715.65 (3.81%) worth of Fareway slips were received.  After 42 weeks, 
Fareway is at $46,667.75 (31.11%) toward our 5th $150,000 goal.  
 
This program started the first of March 2011, so any slips from then until now can be used.  During 
this time, a number of slips from 2022 were received.  Any Fairmont Fareway and Hy-Vee food 
store register slip can be used.  Even slips from Hy-Vee Fast & Fresh (Gas), Coffee Shop, Food Ser-
vice, and Pharmacy help us toward the goal.  Delivery slips/sheets can also be used.  Thanks to all 
who bring/mail the slips to the Church, or mailing them or dropping them off at my house. 
 
Reported by; 
Jim Bock 

19-Nov 

19-Nov 

19-Nov 

19-Nov 

19-Nov 

19-Nov 

26-Nov 

3-Dec 

3-Dec 

3-Dec 

17-Dec 

24-Dec 

31-Dec 

7-Jan 

7-Jan 

7-Jan 

Memory of MaryDon Kislingbury 

Olivia Seballini Birthday 

Rio Czeck Birthday 

Henry Fuller Birthday 

Memory of MaryDon Kislingbury 

Jane Kotewa Birthday 

Bill & Pat Cowing Anniversary 

Memory of MaryDon Kislingbury 

Memory of MaryDon Kislingbury 

Memory of Julie Kasten 

Kay Campe Birthday 

Justin & Tara Thedens Anniversary 

John & Donna Holstine Anniversary 

Martin Czech Birthday 

Memory of Tranna Urban 

Lance & Jenny Willard Anniversary 

Starfish 

 

 

 

Starfish 

 

 

 

 

Starfish 

Starfish 

 

 

 

Capital 

 

David Bishop & Nancy Rostvold 

Douglas & Kristine Fuller 

Douglas & Kristine Fuller 

Douglas & Kristine Fuller 

Judith Orr 

Virginia Riedesel 

Margaret Weaver 

Bill & Barb Bittman 

Lyle & Charlene Norris 

Les Heinrich 

Margaret Weaver 

Margaret Weaver 

Margaret Weaver 

Douglas & Kristine Fuller 

Stephen Urban 

Margaret Weaver 



Congratulations to the Meschke family on the birth of 

twins, Addison Rose and Everett Michael, who were 

born in December in Florida. 

Thanks from the Office….. 

Thank you to Margo, Lorie, Kathy and Catherine for assembling 

the Dec/Jan newsletter! 

Thank you to Lorie, Joanne and Cindy for assembling the annual 

report! 

Thank you to Marilyn, Joanne and Catherine for filling in for me 

in the office when I’ve been gone! 

I appreciate you all!!! 

-Christina 

I would like to give a HUGE Shout out to ALL who helped on Sun. Jan 7th with the 

carpet removal. I think we were all amazed as to how fast things moved along. "Many 

hands MADE light work!" We got done in less than an hour and half.  Thank you, Thank 

you, Thank you for your help no matter how big or small of a task you had that day.  

~Abigail Anderson 





Creamy Four Cheese Garlic Spaghetti from Abigail 

Anderson 

Ingredients: 

1 tablespoon olive oil 

1 tablespoon butter 

5 garlic cloves, minced 

8 oz spaghetti 

1 cup cooked pasta water 

1 chicken bouillon cube 

1 cup heavy cream 

1 ½ cups Four-Cheese Italian White Cheese Blend Mozzarella, White 

Cheddar, Provolone, Asiago 

¼ cup parsley finely chopped (or use green onions) 

Instructions: 

1. Heat olive oil and butter on medium heat in a large skillet, add minced 

garlic and cook for about 1 minute on medium heat, without burning. 

2. Cook pasta in a separate pan, drain. Reserve some cooked pasta water. 

Dissolve 1 cube of chicken broth bullion in 1 cup of hot pasta water.  

3. Add pasta water (with the dissolved chicken broth bouillon cube in it), 

heavy cream, and cooked spaghetti to the skillet with cooked garlic. Bring to 

boil, stirring. Once the liquids are boiling, immediately add cheese and keep 

stirring everything together (spaghetti and the cream), while boiling, until 

cheese melts and coats pasta, for about 1 minute. Reduce to simmer and 

continue to cook, constantly stirring, to thicken the sauce - for another minute or 

two. 

4. To serve, top each serving with finely chopped parsley or green onions.  

Note: 

******May want to make extra broth to add if it is too dry. 

 



If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or is incorrect, please notify the church office. 

February Birthdays: 

Feb 1  Mark Craven   

Feb 3 Faith Kotewa   

Feb 4 Jim Bock   

  Joyce Jorgenson    

Feb 6 April Rachuy    

Feb 10 Jenna Smith  

Feb 13 Janine Draper   

  Remi Shoen    

Feb 16 Jim Marushin Sr.  
  

February  Anniversaries: 
 

February 2 Bob & Jan Cone       61 years   

February 14 Jon & Cindy Anderson  26 years   

Feb 17 Vicki Bicknase   

  Carter Rowan   

  Colby Whitmore    

Feb 18 Kirk Jorgensen    

Feb 19 Joe Craven    

Feb 21 Larry Lasch     

Feb 23 Lee Trunkenbolz      

Feb 25 Cindy Anderson    

Feb 27 Larry Christensen   

  Henry Brummond   

Feb 28 Matt Guritz   


