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PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following in your prayers:

Brian Merritt
Lorinda Ravo
Al Ravo
Deborah Gulick Shepherd
Kim Newton
Mary Lightfoot
John Mark Wojcicki

2019 SESSION
Class of 2019
Carl Erickson
Don Luques
Ryan Van Orden

Class of 2020
Jim Butts
Grace Clegg
Jim Simmons

Class of 2021
Sandy Archer
Erin Roguso
Sandy Woolcock Patton

Clerk of Session: Sandy Archer

2019 BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2019
Marge Conroy
Barbara Cors
Chris Roguso

Class of 2020
Patricia Butts
Gilles Djongang
Sharon Heil

Class of 2021
Jenn Bramley
Charles Nyland
Justin Simmons

2019 HEAVEN SENT NURSERY SCHOOL BOARD OF
TRUSTEES
OFFICE: 852-2006
Ginny Plumbo - 2019
Carl Erickson - 2020
Patricia Butts - 2021
Connie Quinn - HS Parent

Rachel Becker,
Floyd Smith’s
granddaughter
Jeff Beddow
Bruce Bergman
Richard
Bodycomb
Mary Brodt
Eris Bunnel
Jim Butts
Barbara
Courtright
Pam Covert &
her dad Jim
Alisa Dartnell’s
mother
Lauren DelPlato
FPCH
Sharon Heil
Janette Hendershot
Friends of FPCH
Terry Gretchen
Dorothy Knauer
Judy Kolwicz
Dotty Landiak
The Lee Family
Emily Ligarzewski
Maikuu
congregation,
Kibwezi Kenya

Jessica McDonagh and Family
Diana Merzoian
Members of the
Armed Forces
Martin Nyland
Barbara Pace,
niece of the
Prestopines
Sandy Patton
Edith Payton mother of
Sharon Heil
Shirley Pennington
Holly Pippas
Elizabeth
Robitsch
Peggy Russack
Students in need of care
Mark Tilney
Those struggling with
addictions
Ruth Weber

DATES TO REMEMBER:
MARCH 2019
03:
06:
06:
07:
07:
09:
10:
14:
14:
16:
16:
17:
19:
21:
21:
24:
24:
26:
28:
28:
31:

Worship and communion - 10 AM; Welcome
Brian Merritt; Sunday School; fellowship;
Joyful Noise Ringers rehearsal
Ash Wednesday
Yarn Girls - 1 PM in the Conference Room
FPC Ringers - 6:40 PM in the Music Room
Senior Choir - 7:30 PM in the Music Room
Men’s Breakfast - 8:30 am in the Chapel
Worship - 10 AM; Sunday School; fellowship
FPC Ringers - 6:40 PM in the Music Room
Senior Choir - 7:30 PM in the Music Room
Ladies’ Breakfast at the River Star Diner - 9 AM
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner 5:30-7:30 PM in the Chapel
Worship - 10 AM; Sunday School; fellowship
Session Meeting - 6:30 PM in the Conference Room,
FPC Ringers - 6:40 PM in the Music Room
Senior Choir - 7:30 PM in the Music Room
Worship - 10 AM; Sunday School; fellowship
Easter flower orders due to Part Butts
Deacons Meeting - 6:30 PM in the Conference Room
FPC Ringers - 6:40 PM in the Music Room
Senior Choir - 7:30 PM in the Music Room
Worship; Little Lights Choir sings; Sunday School 10 AM;
fellowship

WELCOME, BRIAN MERRITT!
BY: SANDY ARCHER, CLERK OF SESSION

On behalf of the session, I am pleased to inform you that
Rev. Brian Merritt will join us as our interim pastor. His first Sunday in the pulpit will be March 3rd. Rev. Merritt will be with us as
we endeavor to follow the process for calling our next pastor.
Rev. Merritt has a variety of experiences to bring to our congregation. He has been a solo pastor, church pastor, pastor for
transformation/redevelopment, supply pastor, chaplain, and executive director. He also been involved in campus ministry. Over the
past 20 years, he has been working in Louisiana, Texas, New Mexico, the District of Columbia, Rhode Island, and Nebraska. He is going to us from the position of senior interim pastor at Immanuel
Presbyterian Church in Albuquerque, NM. He is passionate about
his work for justice and human rights.
Rev. Merritt’s wife, Carol Howard Merritt, is also an ordained
Presbyterian minister. She is an award-winning author, blogger,
and speaker. Together they have a daughter, Calla. While the family is currently based in Tennessee, Brian will be living in the Manse
and will be a member of our community.
Thanks to all for your prayers and support during this time of
transition. And remember … “the secret of change is to focus all of
your energy not on fighting the old, but on building the
new” (Socrates).
May we all embrace the opportunities that change brings.
In Christ’s Service,

Sandra Archer
Clerk of Session

FEBRUARY 2019 FINANCIAL $NAPSHOT
BY: AL RAVO
The Expenses Paid and Income amounts below do not include the
funds transferred from the Endowment to meet the church operating
expenses.
JANUARY
Year to
Date
Income
$18,665.30
$18,665.30
Expenses Paid
$16,690.45
$16,690.45
Net Operating Income/
Deficit
$ 1,974.85
$ 1,974.85
Amount Needed from
Endowment
$
0.00
$
0.00
The 2019 Per Capita is $37.00 for each of the 215 members of our
Church. The total amount due in 2019
is $7,955.00 or $662.92 monthly. In
January, $1,756.00 was received for
the Per Capita or 22% of the annual
amount due.
The 2019 Per Capita is $37.00 for
each member of the Church.
Please contact Al Ravo if you have any
questions or would like to discuss the
Church’s operational finances, the Endowment Funds or Per Capita.

CHOIR NOTES
BY: LORINDA RAVO
March 3: We Are Called- Sr. Choir
This morning, the Senior Choir sings an anthem based on Micah 6:8. Bounding
with abundant energy, this anthem features the central message of our faith,
using the words of Micah 6:8: "to act with justice, to love tenderly, and to
serve one another."
March 10: Pie Jesu-Sr. Choir
The Wise Man and the Foolish Man-Joyful Noise Bell Choir
Our Senior Choir sings an anthem written in the traditional Latin text and set
to a haunting melody in this reverent, deeply moving choral work. Composed
in memory of the children who perished in the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing.
The choir will be singing it in the original Latin.
The Joyful Noise Bells play an original arrangement of the Bible song, “The
Wise Man and the Foolish Man”, which was requested by Gabriel Roguso who
plays the D2 bell.
March 17: Trust in the Lord-Sr. Choir
Joyful, Joyful-Unity Chimers
The Senior Choir’s arrangement this morning is a new anthem by the writing
team of James and Andrea Barnard, based on Proverbs 3:5-6, that is an uplifting reminder of God's promise to provide. It features the chorus of the
hymn Trust and Obey and a melody that is memorable.
The newest choir at FPCH, the Unity Chimers will be playing their second anthem this morning. An original arrangement of the hymn “Joyful, Joyful” has
challenged our young ringers as they learn new techniques and more about
reading music.
March 24: In His Time-Little Lights Sunday School Choir
The Lord’s True Fasting-Kate and Paul Sobolewski
Our Little Lights sing “In His Time”, a sweet
song that reminds us that we need to look
at God’s time, rather than our own time.
Kate and Paul Sobolewski are back and will
be singing an original song based on Isaiah
58!
March 31: Worthy is the Lamb-Sr.
Choir
Come, Christians Join to SingFPCH Ringers
The Senior Choir sings an arrangement of
Don Wyrtzen’s powerful hymn that uses the
powerful text from the book of Revelation.
The FPCH Ringers play an uplifting arrangement of the beautiful hymn!

A SNAPSHOT OF OUR
JOYFUL NOISE RINGERS

Above, The Joyful Noise Ringers perform before
the congregation on Sunday, February 10th.
Photo courtesy of MaryAnn Simmons

FYI: Change of Address
Many of our congregation members know Michale Ort. He
was a constant presence at all of our worship services and gatherings at the Chapel. Unfortunately, he has moved down to Virginia with his brother. To that end, we encourage you to send
him a little note wishing him well. His information is as follows:
Michael Ort,
c/o Tom Ort
396 Davis Drive
Boydton, Virginia 23917

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
3: Donna Erickson
5: Whitney Dartnell
6: Jason O’Brien
Peggy Russack
10: Chris Kshatri
John Trimmer
11: Dan Yankiv
14: Mike McDonagh
15: Jack Devine
16: Joan Beddow
Pam Venturini
18: Samantha Gardner
Jacob Shoemaker
19: Richard Clegg
20: Liz Risko
22: MaryAnn Simmons
23: Alisa Dartnell
Mark Slachetka
24: Roger George
Sean Gilmore
25: Morgan Dartnell
27: Heather Stone
28: Lois Konkle
29: Alice Phoebus
31: Tom Dartnell

MARCH
ANNIVERSARIES
9: Bob & Jackie Hammel
15: Chris & Sara Kshatri
25: Sang & Haeja Kim

GREETERS FOR MARCH
03:

Dave Ryan and Lou Ghetti

10:

Mark and Winnie Slachetka

17:

Russell Reed and Maria Koskulics

24:

Cynthia Luques and Barbara Hall

2019 SECRET VALENTINE EXCHANGE
WAS ANOTHER BIG SUCCESS!
BY: ERIN ROGUSO

On Sunday, February 10th, the Sunday Schoolers met their
“mystery” Valentine during Fellowship Hour. In the weeks leading
up to this day, the kids all looked forward to receiving cards, clues
and sweet gestures from their special someone in our
congregation.
This event is so much fun for the kids AND their secret valentines. Not only does it bring smiles and happiness to all involved,
but it also creates a connect between generations.

31: Geof and Pat Gohlich

OUR LENTEN REMINDER
During the season of Lent in past years, we’ve used river
rocks as a visible reminder of burdens that we and others carry.
This year, we will be doing something
a little different. On Sundays during Lent, “cut” nails will be available
to all congregation members. We
encourage you to take one and
keep it with you throughout Lent,
reflecting on the sacrifice of Jesus.
Then, following the Maundy Thursday service, we will be inviting all to
add their nail to a cross that will be
in the front of the sanctuary-as a
stark reminder that Jesus was
nailed to a cross for all of us for the
redemption of our sins.

The children get ready for their Secret
Valentines after a celebration of fun
and games. All photos courtesy of
Donna Annunziata

EASTER FLOWERS
The Deacons would like to thank everyone who had poinsettias placed
in our sanctuary for the Christmas holiday season. It was absolutely
beautiful! Soon it will be the season to celebrate the risen Christ and
the promise of life everlasting by decorating our church with beautiful
spring flowers. You may order your traditional Easter plants which can
be taken home afterwards and planted or given to shut-ins to enjoy. If
you wish to purchase a plant in thanksgiving of or in memory of loved
ones, please fill out the form below and mail it with the correct amount
to First Presbyterian Church, 298 Main St., Hackettstown, NJ 07840. If
you prefer, you may place your order in the collection plate in church or
give it to Pat Butts.
The deadline for placing orders is Sunday, March 24th.

Detach and return with payment. Please make checks payable
to
“The Deacons.”
Given By_______________________________________________

In Memory of ___________________________________________

In Thanksgiving for ______________________________________

_______Lily ($11)

________Tulip ($11)
TOTAL PLANTS

_______Daffodils ($11)
______

TOTAL ENCLOSED: $______

HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES NEEDED
FOR CANCER PATIENTS
Do you have a talent for cleaning? Time to spare? A desire to
help others in need? If you answered yes to one or all of these questions, then you are the person we need.
Recently, FPCH received a request from St. James Episcopal
Church to assist with a program that provides
housekeeping service once a month for four
months for any woman undergoing chemotherapy. The person requesting this service only
needs to have her medical doctor fax a note confirming her treatment.
Although other churches and local hospitals
have agreed to assist in this worthwhile endeavor, there seems to be a need for more help in
this area. Perhaps you can join in this effort as
well.
Please help spread the word about this activity.
For more information, you can visit the website
www.cleaningforareason.org or call 877-337-3348 ext 303.
Thank you!

2019 PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH TRIENNIUM
The 2019 Presbyterian Youth Triennium is a gathering held
every three years for high school age students in the Presbyterian
Church (USA) and the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. Youth from all churches
(across the sponsoring denominations)
come together for this life-changing,
life-giving, faith-growing gathering!
Five days help to form a younger
generation of active Presbyterians. Five
days help to shape the leadership gifts
and deepen the discipleship awareness
for a generation who are already achieving a strong presence in this church and
this world.

EVENT ESSENTIAL INFORMATION:
DATE:
Tuesday, July 16th – Saturday, July 20th, 2019
LOCATION:
Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN
AUDIENCE:
Entering freshmen through graduating seniors;
adult advisors must be 21 plus years
THEME:
“Here’s My Heart”
REGISTER:
Until May 2019
FEE:
Youth: $555.00; 18 years and Older: $575
(Registration includes all programming, food & lodging. Everything but travel (check with Newton Presbytery)
WEBSITE:

www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org

First Presbyterian Church of Hackettstown will help any
member who wants to go as a youth or an adult advisor with the
finances! Check the Newton Presbytery website for more details!

SCHOOL NEWS
BY: LORINDA RAVO

HELP NEEDED!
We’d like to continue our practice of Easter Busy Bags for
young worshippers on Easter morning. Since the children don’t
have Sunday School that day, we’ve
made up bags to hand out to them
as they enter worship. We have the
bags and the items to go inside of
them, but we need someone willing
to “stuff” the bags and then make
sure they are at the church on Easter
Sunday!
If this is something that
you’d like to help with, please let
Lorinda Ravo know, and she’ll get
everything to you! Thanks!

COOKING UP CHARACTER
at the VBS BAKERY
We are going to be sharing our Recipe for Creating Good
Citizens at this year’s VBS, being held from July 29-Aug 2, from
9:00-11:30 am. If you would like to be part of the process, in
ANY way, please plan to join us for a second planning meeting
this month. Our next meeting will be March 24 at 11:45 am, but
if you can’t make that, contact Lorinda Ravo to let her know you
want to be involved! We’ll welcome help as teachers, teacher’s
assistants, snack prep and serving, recreation, clerical help, decorating the church area, helping with the Memorial Day float, and
more.
We look forward to having many volunteers for this action
packed, inspiring week of fun!

A LETTER FROM THE MODERATOR,
DAVID HARVEY
Dear Members of First Presbyterian Church of
Hackettstown,
When I agreed to serve as the interim COM appointed moderator, I knew the time with your session would be brief. Indeed, brief,
it was. I served for only two months but those two meetings left me
feeling highly optimistic about our church’s future and the next
stage along your journey of faith. The session works well together.
There is good camaraderie and cohesion on session. Difficult issues
seemed to be addressed in a forthright manner. The church appears
healthy and in a good place to begin a transitional ministry, with the
arrival of soon-to-begin transitional pastor (TP). I found the session
to be very hospitable and welcoming and presume the new TP will
experience that same warmth, camaraderie, and hospitality as well.
Transitional times are ideal times to not only carry on the work
of the church, they provide opportunity to examine and explore the
activities that are working well, discard or set aside those that are
not working so well, and envision new strategies for being the
church. All this can be a very positive thing. Transitional times also
require management and maintenance. That is, they demand keeping things going while also imagining new things that the church
might try. Where is God leading you and how might God use you to
invigorate the church as you journey into the future? The transitional pastor will assist you and help you explore these questions.
Meanwhile, my hope for you is that in the words of the
prophet Isaiah you will say, “Here I am Lord, send/use me” (Isaiah
6:8). May you continue to lead a life worthy of the call to which you
have been called.’
God bless, be with and guide you as your ministry together
unfolds. Thank you for the opportunity to work with your church’s
session.

Pastor David Harvey
Blairstown Presbyterian Church

FUN FOR ALL AT BOWLING EVENT
Kudos go out to Ellen and Bruce Bergman and Don Luques
for arranging another fun night at Oakwood Lanes in Washington
on Saturday, February 23rd. Everyone had a blast. I’m sure we
all look forward to another outing soon!
Bowling photos are courtesy of Lorinda Ravo.

FELLOWSHIP AND NURTURE TO
HOST ST. PATRICK’S DAY DINNER
BY: GRACE CLEGG

The Fellowship and Nurture Committee
will be hosting the annual St. Patrick’s Day
Dinner on Saturday, March 16th, 5:30 to 7:30
in the Chapel. Our chefs Carl and Don will be
preparing, of course, corned beef, cabbage,
potatoes and carrots. There is a sign up sheet,
so you can let us know if you will be attending
and if you would like to bring a soda bread or
dessert to complete the menu. We will be
sharing some Irish Blessings throughout the
evening, so if you have a favorite please bring it with you.
Hope to see you all there!

Phantoms Hockey Game
a Great Time
On February 10th we had 29 of us from the church attend the
Lehigh Phantoms hockey game. Our seats were a bit high which
caused a couple of us say it was like our seats were up in heaven.
All and all it was a great time and they won. We will look to plan
a minor league baseball game in the spring.

SAVE THE DATE: FISH AND CHIPS DINNER
TO BE HELD ON APRIL 27
BY: ELLEN BERGMAN

This year, we will hold our annual Fish and Chips Dinner at
the Chapel on April 27. The traditional menu will be served and
tickets will be available in mid March. The meal will include the fish
and chips (French fries) provided by Tastefully British, homemade
coleslaw, green beans. bread &
butter. beverages and dessert. Sit
down meals and take out orders
will be served between 5:00 and
7:00 p.m. Ticket prices are
$15.00 for adults and $8.00 for
children under age 12.
This event is one of our annual
fundraisers, so please consider attending to show your support and to enjoy great fellowship with our
congregation and others from the public sector.

Photo courtesy of Erin Roguso

PLEFF GROUP DINNER AT
BEA MCNALLY’S CANCELLED
The PLEFF group was to have had its monthly dinner gathering at
Bea McNally’s in Hackettstown on Wednesday February 20th;
however, that event was unfortunately cancelled due to inclement
weather and the Governor’s declaration of a State of Emergency.
Fortunately, they are getting ready to prepare for their next outing to be held after Easter. Please be sure to RSVP to Winnie Slachetka at hooverccm@comcast.net.

FELLOWSHIP AND NURTURE
COMMITTEE OFFERS THANKS TO
CONGREGATION
Have you noticed how much everyone is enjoying Fellowship
Hour after Sunday Morning Worship? We had two busy Sundays
with Valentine’s Day and Scout Sunday. We want to thank all of
you who have hosted a Sunday Morning Fellowship Hour.
There is always a sign up sheet in the front of the sanctuary
- word has it the Men’s group will be hosting one in the near future.
If you have any questions you can speak to me (Grace),
Donna, or Ellen.
Blessings to all,

Sharing God’s Bounty
Freedom Isn’t Free
Salvation is free – a gift to us from our father in Heaven. Paul
makes that point so clearly in Ephesians 2:8-9: “For it is by grace
you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves,
it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.” We
neither earned it nor deserved it. “But God demonstrates his own
love for us in this: While we were still sinners Christ died for
us” (Romans 5:8).
Free to us, yes, but salvation came at a cost, didn’t it? The
apostle Peter tells us, “It was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed . . . but with the precious blood
of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect” (1 Peter 1:18-19). Jesus paid the price for our salvation. “He was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that
brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are
healed” (Isaiah 53:5).
Especially during the Lenten season we ponder these words of
Isaiah, prophesied so many, many years before our Lord fulfilled
them. Humility, awe, and gratitude fill our hearts as we remember
our “oppressed and afflicted Savior,” who carried all our sins in his
body on the cross. How do we say thanks for such a great gift as
Christ has given us? How can we express our love for him and his
great sacrifice?
The same way he expressed his love for us –
through his acts of teaching, preaching, healing, forgiving, restoring.
We love others as he loves us. We give freely as he gave so freely.
We teach what he has taught us. We preach his Word in its truth
and purity. We serve in his name and forgive as we have been forgiven – all by his power and through his grace.
© Copyright Parish Publishing, LLC ● May not be copied

Grace, Donna and Ellen

CONGREGATION GATHERS TO CONDUCT MAINTENANCE OF THE MANSE

DID YOU KNOW?…
BY: DEB GULICK-SHEPHERD

As the long awaited “interim pastor” is now available for our
congregation, and as our former pastor has vacated the Manse,
many members of our church family gathered together in order to
prepare for Rev. Brian Merritt and his family. To that end, chores
occurred in order to spruce up the living quarters
which will be inhabited effective March 3rd. Below
are photos of the preparations that took place, including dusting, sweeping, painting, vacuuming,
checking electrical outlets, window cleaning and repair, and plumbing.
All photos are courtesy of
Lorinda Ravo.

In 1889 the Board of Trustees decided to sell the current
parsonage property and build a new one. The old one was sold to
H.W. Hunt for $3000. During a congregational meeting, Samuel
Stewart made a motion that the Trustees should build a parsonage
at a cost not exceeding $4000 including the heater and bathroom.
It was also decided that they would use a plan from the April 1887
Architects and Builders Edition of the Scientific American which
they were able to obtain for $50 from a Mr. Meyer at the magazine.
The new parsonage was built on the church lot which faced Washington Street. The work commenced in 1889 and was finished in
1890. Rev. John Lowery was pastor at this time.

1889-1890
A NOTE FROM YOUR EDITOR
Dear Members:
We have been hit hard with tremendous amounts of snow
this past February, most recently these past two weeks. Fortunately, we are a resilient group of people who did not let that stop
us from attending church services or our regularly scheduled meetings. It also did not stop us from hiring a new interim pastor, Rev.
Brian Merritt.
Please join me in welcoming Brian to our church family on
March 3rd. We know that he will guide us
through our search for a permanent pastor.
All my best,
MaryAnn Simmons

