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to support Councilman Tom Harrison, who, in my opinion, has been unjustly v
of Muslims, Democrats and moderate Republicans who want him off the Pla
Letds | ook at the time | ine on this

Ités Tuesday evening, February 13,
reads AShare i f you think Trump sho

Wednesday morning Tom went to his ophthalmologist appointment around 10
Study at noon and from there to an appointment with his vascular surgeo
remaining leg. He had his cell phone turned off during that time.

Wednesday afternoon at 2 p.m. the Mayor of Plano, Harry LaRosiliere, had a press conferen
major television stations calling for Tom to resign over the post.

Tom learns about the press conference after it was already over. He sees that he had voicen
the Mayor. Tom also read an email from David Glasscock, the City Manager wanting to know v

From 10:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. is 16 hours, of which during at least 8 of those 16 hours, folks ar
If we assume that the Mayor found out about this early Wednesday morning, he made a co
starting at around 10:00 a.m. to Tom and instead of giving him a chance to tell his side of this
press conference with all 4 TV stations (it helps that Steve Stolar, formerly of Channel 8 News,
Plano) and demands his resignation! Would the world have come to an end if Harry had we
chance to speak to Tom before demanding hi
the ambitions of others inside and outside of Plano??

After this, the Mayor called for a special meeting of the City Council on Sunday morning Febr
when many people would normally be in chur
that were attributed to Tom were brought out and blindsided Tom, Rick Smith and Anthony Ric
time, people from inside and outside of Plano have been calling for Tom to resign and gettin
petitions which were presented to the City and approved by Page Mims. Last Monday night w
let Tom respond and another opportunity for those who want him gone to spew their venom.
this episode of the City Council meetings. You can fast forward to 7:20 p.m. as that is when Tg
and then 52 speakers had their say. -Siwapiyke for the recall (5 of those were not citizens of Pl
spoke against the recall.

One of the speakers at the Monday meeting
l ooking for a way to be Aoffendedo (this w
have the right to speak your mind or you d
tion, is destroying free spéetheast if you are a conservative and a Christian. The double stan
ent and appalling. Just look at Fresno State Professor Randa Jarrar who tweeted the mog

regarding the death of Barbara Bush.
Catherine Gibb

President@PlanoRepublicanWomen.o

Continued on Page 3

Last Monday evening | attended the Plano City Council meeting because | w%
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The Most Demanding Volunteer Job in All of America

By Lisa Babb, Am

Excerpt from the White House statement on the passing of former First Lady Barbara Bush:

né As a wife, mot her , grandmot her , military s po Amogstheagredtesf o |
achievements was recognizing the importance of literacy as a fundamental family value that requires nurtShtmgvahtdeptotegtion.
remembered for her strong devotion to country and family, b

Embedded in this statement is a profound reminder of the uniqueness of the role of the First Lady. This isvthentaesfalzinasitl
America. The Constitution does not mention the First Lady, nor does it assign her any role or salary. Skedagaityt edeptatsilsleeto fo
one, and nothing binds her into the role except her marriage vows. Not even the title is official. Martha \WasHiagtiph\asaki
while Mrs. President, Presidentress, and even Republican or Democratic Queen or Queen of Washington wéra useedsvariously for o

Zachary Taylor is credited with first wusi ng t hbeforgottendacausels
was truly our first Il ady for a half century. 0 Nbrder badhelorurcl

Nirdlingerds play about Dolley Madison, i The Fireksehce o the wife gf n
the President.

The role of Martha Washington was worrying to early Americans since it was important that European coutyofebegmize nhé
even though it had been decided that European c dhhead of stedenan
head of government meant that the presidentds wonéleocialans fami
duties, as well acting as a role model for American women were unquestionably the primary responsibilitiesvelvess eece @ale,
attempts to fimeddled in politics, a charge | e vdedver assumeany othert

public office. This tone lasted into the latter part oéttierg9

Not everyone was thrilled to have the role thrust on them. Some were frightened by the extent of the scxfaltdintidsdahyléheticaltural
restrictions. Some saw themselves as victims of politics and felt deprived of the peaceful last years thatalep.Heldhyokedefanpre-
pared to deal with the extent of the accusations that were hurled at their husbands by their opponents ampitraarudeadkdtiosungh
stress, trauma or assassination.

Mart ha Washington: il Il i ve a v efilyevat goltdanylpubficglack, endeekl thatn am more bkefa n
state prisoner than anything el sebo

Mar garet Taylor (referring to her husband®s ngaydamre and iespongihility.n A

Jane Pierce: Aoh, how | wish he was out of political i f 4g!
El'iza McCardle Johnson: fi | do not | ike this pufbeleilc wei fbee sgit
Edith Kermit Roosevelt: fOne hates to feel that all onedg |
Inthelate ™ ent ur vy, Francs Cleveland quietly assisted the cidgages

and Lou Hoover more openly promoted their projects of slum clearance, education of the deaf and the GirlB¢bat@0m=pecyively
sponsoring a specific cause that benefits the nation had become the norm, and with Eleanor Roosevelt, tiseraad tededring
completely. The misgivings, however, remained for both the job and the ceremonial title.

El eanor Roosevelt: il never wanted to be the Pendikelymbometwdik| wi
except possibly some woman who had had the jobo
Jacqueline Kennedy (when forbidding her staff to address Jhe

family life. Social and ceremonial duties have continued to multiply. Communications of all sorts demand sésperited. dBesivi
vertise their products by using and wearing them. The First Lady is now expected to campaign for her husatsdtamdptsantdndid
and to travel with or without him. All must be done cheerfully, pleasantly, often while enduring malicious criticism.

Today, our First Lady is also expected to endure an unprecedented level of media scrutiny and intrusiveneﬁbdnmmﬁla%ct
i

We are profoundly thankful for all of the women who have taken on this daunting challenge. Our knowledget alstbemabtes aadiy
would like. The detail of the record has evolved through the years, as the role of the First Lady has broaxﬂdma&jrbut_&n‘imnve{
r

r

D

little is known. Some wrote no letters, a traditional source of historical material, while some, like Bessaflalirteri; ensusat tth
husbandbdés |l etters were destroyed. Eli zabet h Mo mheoavd sandghatmh
survived is a shopping list.

S

What we do know is that each woman brought with her a unique viewpoint and using her own background andnrdstingt nade
contribution to the heritage of the United St Wdner.WWek tWea n\k
Bless America.

Continued on Page 3
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Presidents Article / Second Amendment Article

Continued from Page 1

I wondt repeat them here, but you can probabl y omiiiutiod] t
she has the right to say them, within reason. She did not lose her job (having read some of her rantiatigy/d §ihe Vwéngrd te
ever hired, much | ess attained tenure, but t hiMsis i jsm
But the Muslims chose to be offended and despite the fact that there is nothing in our Constittiierritit toivesvende
offended our Mayor also chose this opportunity to grandstand and in doing further divided Plano.

As | said back in February, a true statesman would have heard what Tom had to say, brought the two sida#ttagdther t
been done with it quietly. No religion can be taught in public schools but schools can teach about th¥ifferehavaitons.
be concerned about here is whether what is being taught is accurate regarding the various religions andis\testigef one
demonized and the other praised because that crosses the line. We should be able to have an open honest Arsdussiol
that is what Tom has said he was pointing out: that all religions are being discriminated against. And s that Haer n
platter. o And pray tell what had been on t heorfas alled] r
out by some of the members of the Plano City Council for not attending the meeting on infrastructure in tihe W4sté Ho
there for the Mayors Conference. Now we all know Harry loves the front page of the PSC, but only wherAs&lmbe|ng p

~

Emanuel said fAiNever | et a good crisis go to waste. o

Catherine Gibh

President@PlanoRepublicanWomerjorg
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The Most Demanding Volunteer Job in All of America

By Lisa Babb, Amer i

Continued from Page 2

References and Further Reading (available through the Plano Public Library):

=t

Upstairs at the White Houseo by J.B. West

=t

Secret Lives of the First Ladiesd by Cormac OO6Brien

=13

First LadiesoSpmy Susan Swain and C

=1}

The FiiFsomLMdrés®a Washington to Mamie Eisenhowero by Featt

=1}

Americads First Ladiesodo edited by Bill Adler

The Presidents, First Ladies and Vice Presidentso by Dellor

=11

=11

Fir sitA Badoigersaphi cal Dictionaryo by Dorothy Schneider & Clar |

AFirst Ladies of the White Housed written and ca@pi Wodemyp s N
Honor of Former First Ladies Barbara Bush and Mamie D. Eisenhower)

FP FD FD FD FD FD FD D
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April Plano Republican Women Meeting

Next PRW Meeting:
Tuesday, May April 15, 201 8

Speaker: Christi Craddick

Texas Railroad Commission Chairman

Christi Craddiclill sharenews from th&exas Railroad Commission

and tell us abo@onnecting Conservative Wonsmorganization to engage conservatije

women in local, state and national leadethhgugh collaboration and mentorship

Christi Craddick is in the forefront of the newest wave of pragmatic conservatives in leadership roles atastsongrxasnsaise/e household,
retained as legal counsel by prominent Texas firms, and shaped by more than a decade as a trusted pabbitsset addlisar sGindsird of integrity, sk
reliance and innovation in her role as Chairman at the Railroad Commission of Texas.

f

Since her tenure on the Commission began in November 2012, Craddick has pushed to maximize the effectivemesemydirfiisepdhat is driviig
the statebds unparalleled economic success. | nninydneplamtakk cae fosser inngvatieh h
that has solidified Texas leadership in the energy sector.

Making it a top priority, Christi has worked to educate the public about the oil and gas industry and ites hmact in dexag.lfSh  a g a isines tf W
fitsall environmental policies that would kill jobs and stifle energy production growth. Christi has advotatedifimidechelipigdnto drive the percerjtage
of reclaimed water upwards, an essential achievement in a state ergkaimdreuglodti

As part of her efforts to modernize the agency, Christi has championed an Information Technology overhas&dtingéntommaissiors, that would
upgrade the Geographic I nformation System, incrrgttmese public acc|es

A native of Midland, Christi earned both her BEheUnieetsity ofdexas@teAgstine e a
During her career as an attorney, she specialized in oil and gas, water, tax issues, electric deregulatigolagd environmental

Following the example of her father and mother, Craddick has been drawn to public service and politicss#m[sesidenaoy dirgnashe took the Ig¢ad
on work in coalition building in the public policy arena and development and implementation of issue ssitegrsnQbngl ssran active membej of
organi zations including the State Bar of Tex a MdicdlCenter EourglationyChristi [T e
resides in Austin with her daughter, Catherine, and is an active member of St. John Neumann Catholic Church.

LocationReflections on Spring Creek
1901 East Spring Creek Parkway

Time:11:15am:Arrive and cherrk
11:30 amMeeting, Lunch & Program

PRW membersismot required to attend our meeting Lunch is available wig2B@i8¢&sfoor check payable to PRW

RSVPs for lunch must be made by 5 pm the Befag the meeting
RSVPs to attend without lunclhenanade up to 5pm the Monday before the Tuesday meeting

To RSVP send an emailrByvp@planorepublicanwomen.org

Include your name in your email and say if you viaé/Wwélimaf lunch

FP FP FD FD FD FD FD D
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Education Expert: Removing Bible, Prayer from Public Schools Has Caused Decline

By Penny Starr, August 15, 2014

(CNSNews.coinfeducation expert William Jeynes said on Wednesday that there is a correlation between the dechnelsflu.:
and the U.S. Supreme Co urspoldseredBdlé readiagnvds udcontidutiodaé c i s i on F

NfOne can argue, and s ome h aivneseri¢gslofahtee detisonsdaricin 1962 d@nd i€Hve | |
Bi ble and prayer from our public school s, ma seof thelast5b e | r
years, 0 Jeynes said.

On June 25, 1962, the United States Supreme Court decided in Engel v. Vitale that a prayer approved by fReg\ew/fgork B
use in schools violated the First Amendment because it represented establishment of religion. In 1963, tncAbirngobieBphoc
the court decided against Bible readings in public schools along the same lines.

Since 1963, Jeynes said there have been five negative

A Academic achievement has plummeted, including SAT

7
™

A 1 ncr e aofvddlockbitthe of out

A Ilncrease in illegal drug use
A Ilncrease in juvenile cri me
A Deterioration of school behavior

i ze that t hese actions do head andseoidr s

inSo we need o real
therspoon | nst i t-thaemoialemphdsibisisvehabonn ,r eNs. ujl .

t
fell ow at t he Wi

Other facts included a comparison between the top five complaints of teach@62-fiatkih§406hewing gum, makisg,manning
in the halls and getting out of turniitolirepe, robbery, assault, burglary and arson from 1963 to present.

ANow the question is, given that there is a mbslergceancso| t
forth, can we recapture the moréltfidee f oundati on that wused to exist amorg

To that end, Jeynes said, there is a movement across the country to reinstate the Bible as literature witthé4fusdicosit ithg}ls,
tricts in 43 states currently teaching this type of course.

Ten states have passed a law or resolution to bring the Bible as literature in the public schools statewide.

The movement, however, is secular in nature, with the Bible being taught as literature rather than the wdndropGyer Aadl re
i moment of silencedo is established that fican be used] s

When CNSNews.com asked about the secular nature of this approach, Jeynes said data from nationwide surgegis shoyv tl
faith and those with no faith both respond positively to the Bible as literaiutedorricedsaid they learned aborg the Bible if
class than in church and the latter said they have an increased interest in the Christian religions.

fThe effects are very, very positive, 0 Jeynes said.

Jeynes said the data he used in his presentation comes from the federal government (Departments of Edusatiblunjastice,
Services and the U.S. Census Bureau), and research by the advocacy groups Bibleasliterature.org, the BiiNatitieedcy Prc
Council on Bible Curriculum in Public Schools, and California educator and researcher Nader Twal.

William Jeynes, a professor at California State College in Long Beach and a senior fellow at the WithersgpoonNnktikgeks
at the Heritage Foundation in Washington, D.C. on Aug. 13, 2014 ab@&iblpatticdgpthger back into Piiklic schools(Penn
Starr/CNSNews.com).
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Religion In The Public Schools:

A Joint Statement Of Current Law

The Constitution permits much private religious activity in and about the public schools. Unfortunateliitbisabtpeds oot
well known as it should be. Some say that the Supreme Court has declared the publifreelmmiestadigibat thve imso murky

that school officials cannot know what is legally permissible. The former claim is simply wrong. And mwaremm,dmi]' al

issues, much has been settled. It is also unfortunately true that public school officials, due to their boslyesakdd
this body of law as they could be. As a result, in some school districts some of these rights are not being observed.

The organizations whose names appear below span the ideological, religious and political spectrum. Theyoemértieiess

IS

S

both to the freedom of religious practice and to the separation of church and state such freedom requofies.thistlstdtepirngwve

of consensus on current law as an aid to parents, educators and students.

Many of the organizations listed below are actively involved in litigation about religion in the schoolse Slissossedfithihisk

u

summary, some of the organizations have urged the courts to reach positions different than they did. Thoegybrttmyth are|si
sides which have and will press for different constitutional treatments of some of the topics discussedthaiohe thkgvathgdse

an accurate statement of what the law currently is.

Student Prayers

w

Students have the right to pray individually or in groups or to discuss their religious views with theiy@Eeersosaismngptigeth

Because the Establishment Clause does not apply to purely private speech, students enjoy the right toheadripairdibseg/ o
grace before meals, pray before tests, and discuss religion with other willing student listeners. In the alatseaightstioigeays |
quietly except when required to be actively engaged in school activities (e.g., students may not decideh® qaby qust te
In informal settings, such as the cafeteria or in the halls, students may pray either audibly or silentty idebjetotdehasapply

to other speech in these locations. However, the right to engage in voluntary prayer does not include, tiohaxaaoleptile fig

audience listen or to compel other students to participate.

Graduation Prayer and Baccalaureates

2. School officials may not mandate or organize prayer at graduation, nor may they organize a religious hatidhlawsaaiefce

generally rents out its facilities to private groups, it must rent them out on the same teroamnariilssereibstsis, to organizefs

of privately sponsored religious baccalaureate services, provided that the school does not extend preferbatichlaeataien)
ceremony and the school disclaims official endorsement of the program.

3. The courts have reached conflicting conclusions under the federal Constitirtibated ptagientit graduatioih thintssue is
authoritatively resolved, schools should ask their lawyers what rules apply in their area.

Official Participation or Encouragement of Religious Activity

tc

4. Teachers and school administrators, when acting in those capacities, are representatives of the statiéesnararitibose faj
selves prohibited from encouraging or soliciting student religgliggoas aiivity. Similarly, when acting ffidiaéicapacities, tedch

ers may not engage in religious activities with their students. However, teachers may engage in privateuéldmusgastivit

Teaching About Religion

5. Students may be taught about religion, but public schools may not teach religion. As the U.S. Supremeé@huiilhasgbp
well be said that one's education is not complete without a study of comparative religion, or the histagtainshigido Hrelat
vancement of civilization." It would be difficult to teach art, music, literature and most social studiesdigiloostinfusitezsig

ir

e

The history of religion, comparative religion, the Bible (or othesl#erpture) either as a separate coursénosonith other existjng

had religious motivations.

6. These same rules apply to the recurring controversy surrounding theories of evolution. Schools may teadHifgbont ex|
earth, including religious ones (such as "creationism™), in comparative religion or social studies clasteaavescibeyants
present only genuinely scientific critiques of, or evidence for, any explanation of life on earth, butsnpeliefigiougeriiadple
scientific methodology). Schools may not refuse to teach evolutionary theory in order to avoid giving ofgribe yaheligiorg
these rules by labeling as science an article of religious faith. Public schools must not teach as scanytiéiligiacisodabeorg,
including "creationism," although any genuinely scientific evidence for or against any explanation of lifesntiaym aguagithjé
advance nor inhibit any religious doctrine, teachers should not ridicule, for example, a student's reliljfsoos eqpthnation fdr
Continued on Page 8
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Religion In The Public Schools:

A Joint Statement Of Current Law

Continued from page 7
Student Assignments and Religion

7. Students may express their religious beliefs in the form of reports, homework and artwork, and such eXpredbkiqrretaae-c(
ed. Teachers may not reject or correct such submissions simply because they include a religious symbdiemesddri&ssvisgigi
teachers may not require students to modify, include or excise religious views in their assignments, if geremsrshothe s hs:
judged by ordinary academic standards of substance, relevance, appearance and grammar.

8. Somewhat more problematic from a legal point of view are other public expressions of religious view®rtiagetyafesroqm
school officials, there are traps on either side of this issue, and it is possible that litigation will resutseosalkien vihisteasier
to describe the settled cases than to state clear rules of law. Schools must carefully steer between theatéasnshaf aﬂmlrs
right to express themselves on religious subjects and the asserted rights of student listeners to be frerigpemrswatiom ralic
public school classroom.

a. Religious or amtigious remarks made in the ordinary course of classroom discussion or student presentdéarsdarenstm
tute a protected right. If in a sex education class a student remarks that abortion should be illegal bedadge &83eddtz prghil
should not silence the remark, ridicule it, rule it out of bounds or endorse it, any more than a teachertisigligitarstiasastLider
comment in favor of choice.

b. If a class assignment calls for an oral presentation on a subject of the student's choosing, and, for rezpols, iestuden
ducting a religious service, the school has-#esngéit as the dutjo prevent itself from being used as a ctheckiddents are ot
voluntarily in attendance and cannot be forced to become an unwilling congregation.

c. Teachers may ruleaforder religious remarks that are irrelevant to the subject at hand. In a discussionyoffbteanbat'pEqi
student may not interject views on creationism.

Distribution of Religious Literature

9. Students have the right to distribute religious literature to their schoolmates, subject to those reasuimbienémer, plhee
constitutionalgcceptable restrictions imposed on the distributiorschablierature. Thus, a school may astrfimetidn of all
literature to a particular table at particular times. It may not single out religious literature for burdensome regulation.

10. Outsiders may not be given access to the classroom to distribute retiifionssditargiure. No court hasngided whethelf, i
all other community groups are permitted to distribute literature in common areas of public schools, religlouedrougs sojst
on equal terms subject to reasonable time, place and manner restrictions.

"See You at the Pole"

11. Student participation in befoafieschool events, such as "see you at the pole," is permissible. Schdwligffi@alsfacial cp-
pacity, may neither discourage nor encourage participation in such an event.

Religious Persuasion Versus Religious Harassment

12. Students have the right to speak to, and attempt to persuade, their peers about religious topics jusités plodyick tejigse
But school officials should intercede to stop student religious speech if it turns into religious harassmeot aismeallagra
students. While it is constitutionally permissible for a student to approach another and issue an invitatape ttexttevitatiomsh
in the face of a request to stop constitute harassment. Where this line is to be drawn in particular casegevafl thepstnderighe
and other circumstances.

Equal Access Act

13. Student religious clubs in secondary schools must be permitted to meet and to have equal access to cammm'rmedit e
meetings, if a school receives federal funds and permits any@iitaianolub to meet duringhetactional tinTéhis is the com

mand of the Equal Access Act.-éurricular club is any club not related directly to a subject tatighedasgbnihe school. Alt-
hough schools have the right to ban@alrnomum clubs, they may not dodge the law's requirement by the expedjeadt la
curriculurrelated. On the other hand, teachers may not actively participate in club acteities| aeaitsoiasi’ mayaooitrol or regQ-
larly attend club meeting.

The Act's constitutionality has been upheld by the Supreme Court, rejecting claims that the Act violateaulke Ek@Bicdismen
requirements are described in more detail in The Equal Access Act and the Public Schools: Questions andANtsseelsti] th
a pamphlet published by a broad spectrum of religious and civil liberties groups.

Continued on Page 9
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Religion In The Public Schools:

A Joint Statement Of Current Law

Continued from page 8

Religious Holidays

14. Generally, public schools may teach about religious holidays, and may celebrate the secular aspectjeditbly hediclay
about their religious aspects. They may not observe the holidays as religious events. Schools should geseralyexaise
wish to participate in holiday events. Those interested in further details should see Religious Holidays. {(DuastiBublen8ch
Answers*, a pamphlet published by a broad spectrum of religious and civil liberties groups.

Excusal From ReligiougBbjectionable Lessons

ar
St
0C

15. Schools enjoy substantial discretion to excuse individual students from lessons which are objection&blesothedrgiaden

ent on the basis of religion. Schools can exercise that authority in ways which would defuse many conBictnbuéitdsirricy
proved that particular lessons substantially burden a student's free exercise of religion and if the schopldiagnoteresieng
requiring attendance the school would be legally required to excuse the student.

Teaching Values

ur
CC

16. Schools may teach civic virtues, including honesty, good citizenship, sportsmanship, courage, resfreetiftonthef ighégsal

respect for persons and their property, civility, the dual virtues of moral conviction and tolerance and aedeverkighubjef

[t

excusal exist (see #15 above) under the federal Constitution and state law, schools may teach sexual abstmendetrat ¢or

and how schools teach these sensitive subjects is a matter of educational policy. However, these may nstérctisudihicag
mere fact that most, if not all, religions also teach these values does not make it unlawful to teach them.

Student Garb

17. Religious messages-shirts and the like may not be singled out for suppression. Students may wear religiovarattifkees

and head scarves, and they may not be forced to wear gym clothes that they regard, on religious grounds, as immodeqt.

Released Time

18. Schools have the discretion to dismiss stud@nisrisedfreligious instruction, provided that schools do nebeiiscoaag

e

pLI(

14

participation or penalize those who do not attend. 20. Schools may not allow religious instruction by owtdigetitsecschoehife

day.
Appendix

Organizational Signers of "Religion in the Public Schools: A Joint Statement of Current Law"

Note: this was copied from the ACLU website.
particular organization had to say on the subject of religion in school and | have i
the list of organizations who have signed off on this

| thought it was worth noting wh

American Civil Liberties UnioRriends Committee on National L
Ameri can Ethical Uni on Gener al Conf er ednacye Aodfv eShetvi esnttsh
American Humani st AssociationGuru Gobind Singh Foundati on
American Jewi sh Committee I nterfaith Alliance

American Jewish Congress I nterfaith I mpact for Justice]
American Muslim Council Nati onal Association of Evanggpgl
Americans for Religious LiberNgtional Council of Jewish Wofme
Americans United for SeperatiNatiodn&hulewi amdCSihmurei ty Rel pt
AnDef amati on League (NJCRAC)

Baptist Joint Committee Nati onal Ministries, American]et
B' nai B'rith Nati onal Si kh Center

Christian Legal Soci ety North American Council for Mug
Christian Science Church People for the American Way
Church of Scientology InternaPieslyterian Church (USA)
Evangelical Lutheran Church iRedmgamicaed Church of Jesus Chi
Lutheran Office for GovernmentWmilolfdfai Ameri can Hebrew Congf ¢
Federation of Reconstructionidgmni Camigargldni wveass ahidstHaAksusodti pt

a
N«
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Political Cartoons

YEAH, WE THAT MAKES NO
SE... o“'gs
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\ USED THE FORK.
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1 GUESS YOU'RE RIGHT...
THEY BANNED F S
D JUST ANO
WAY TO OV AT.

EXACTLY.

2 - TAX CUTS EXPLANED.

AGHECARTOON
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Think we should do away with the Electoral College? Think again

By Red Jahncke, opinion contributor , The Hill

Ever since the phbtoshpresidential election in 200®&hich George Bush pie-
vailed by a mere 5 electoral votes, tlespgeby orwalfmillion votes in the ng-
tional popul ar vote, therebs BOEN
eglectomnd Donald Trumpds convi ndilanyg
Clintod s -up af aimost 3 million more popular votes, the criticism has bee

The anCollege fever, primarily of Democrats, has continued unabated. fa
Democrats in the Connecticut lgassed leqislatidesigned to work around fhe
El ector al Coll ege and award Conne
W national popular vote.

TheNational Popular Vetbeme would take effect once states with 270 elec
votesd the winningnumbeh ave approved it. The Nutmeg Stat e mnatorskhdul@b
take heed: the scheme is not a good idea, especially for Connecticut.

First off, Houston, we do not have a problem. The 2000 and 2016 presidential electounthaaadfifthitieee the winner lost th
popular vote, out of 58 contests, with the other three being electioosritutiie Ti#ihmeans the Electoral Cdiletim@s53 for 58
Not bad. As Winston Churchil/l observed, ADemocracy i g

TheadCol | ege frenzy focuses upon t hr e@eanrbnewoatde .c r Wdlésigneddomtp .
The College is a blend of the pure democracy of the U.S. House, with one elector per U.S. representativesréaabaitwhgm
750,000 Americans today, and our federal system, with one elector for each of the two U.S. senators fremfeattieastrigilu
of Columbia).We are both a democracy and a federation of states. The Electoral College was designed bedgifioaljyabhyipe:
states over small states, as was the U.S. Senate, which affords all states, large and small, equal repreagnitititre Elee o
toral College, we might as well do away with the Senate.

In 2016, the El ector al Col | ege wo-milievdte yctory o CalifodmeyNew Bork iframt
cancelling hem3lliorvote loss in the 48 other states.

The second knock on the Electoral Col | ege i ststwhgedinahang-e
ful of swing or fAbattlegroundo states. Yet , theelectiomeould st

be decided in a handful of Slaf@spulous states such as California and New York. Even though both of those $titethare dec
GOP candidate would still fish in their waters, because swinging 1 or 2 percent into the red column wousivibgingrthaoridge |
percent in a smaller state. Voters in small states, such as Connecticut, would be permanently and completely disenfrarjch

Moreover, candidates would campaign in big media markets (which, of course, are in big states) in orderntateatbrasasian
efficiently as possible. This would favor media personalities and celluloid campaigns. Candidates would tes/ené@vents, fne
as they do currently in small swing states.

The third rather trendy critique of the Electoral College is that it favors poor rural red states over prospeioesaips)Gug§r
gesting, perhaps unintentionally, that poor p é&thisctriggeed | v
recasts current trends into timeless immutable facts. That most small rural states are Republican today. Deftaots atsliticg o
do well to develop a rural agenda.

The poeprosperous characterization also sees unchangeable reality in what are only currently prevailing e¢enoi@ictbangliti
prosperous urban states are subsidizing poor rural states forgets that New York City would have gone bafkadgrairbh@atb
and that Detroit did go bankrupt a few years ago. Moreover, 1975 may repeat itself with several more detadgs\irpdjsalstgd |
trous fiscal condition, including California, lllinois, New Jersey and, yes, Connectilade wathkitsgasin mosasares of fiscal
condition and its capital city teetering on the edge of bankruptcy today.

According to the continuing chorus of critics, the divergence of the popular vote and the Electoral Collegmmtesi'rvamtﬁrr(
the Electoral College isardaetmo cr at i ¢ anachroni sm. The @enoadticsalt ofthe eldctof.
WhilePresident Trurigpa unique, ontea-century national leader, his victory as a Republican is wholly consistent with the qve
national GOP consensus. Republicans control the Senate, the House, 33 governorships and the vast magshigtioistade. e

Democrats should forget about changing the rules and start worrying about their performance.

Red Jahncke (@RedJahncke) is president of Townsend Group International, a business consultancy headquartered in‘C(



https://uselectionatlas.org/RESULTS/national.php?year=2000
https://uselectionatlas.org/RESULTS/national.php?year=2016
https://uselectionatlas.org/RESULTS/national.php?year=2016
http://thehill.com/people/hillary-clinton
http://thehill.com/people/hillary-clinton
http://www.courant.com/politics/hc-pol-house-debate-national-popular-vote-20180425-story.html
https://www.nationalpopularvote.com/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/popular-vote-electoral-college-five-presidential-nominees-hillary-clinton-al-gore-a7420971.html
http://thehill.com/people/donald-trump
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#Right2Speak

Our April Speaker, National Committeewoman Toni Anne Dashiell, shared with us some infor
Right2Speak. Here is a bit more information about this organization.
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' ENGAGE. EDUCATE. ELEVATE.

About Us

represent women in the media. We seek to counteract the angry, extreme liberal voice in the mainstream me

on us-our story, our voice must be heard.

The founding purpose of RIGHT2SPEAK.org is to have a constructive response, filling the vacuum of the fen
were commanding the bulk of airtime and undermining our democracy in winter 2017. While these women ing
resisting, the majority of women in the real world are working and keeping their families safe.

On March 8, 2017, we proved this with our successful launch earning $2.7M in traditional media along witra

that we can bring our nation back togeth&omiimen SenseCommon Ground agenda

Mission
#Right2Speakaalling for a return to truly free speech and an atmosphere where we can debate our difference

We are #Right2Speaké a group o f-balmwentethe exirenoist wiees &ttentpgn

Hic

dia on matters of policy and personal freedoms. Their messages do not represent all women and their bahying t
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sation (consistent with celebrity level following) on Twitter for #WeShowUp. Today we continue to exercse oyr |

\
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threats. We seek to Engage, Educate and Elevate the Debate at a level never attempted. Our country despe
tive message and opportunity for liberty in all types of media, at all levels of engagement, across the thatemg

gether on matters that concern them, and find common ground action, suggestions, and policy recommendat]
share avidly in social media, the traditional media, and those in power so that we are heard.

Our Cause

sphere and describe, discuss, debate our differences civilly. Yet there is a growing drumbeat in socialetedia
drumbeat that seeks to drown out all opposing voices.

With all the attention paid to the recent Wonsthe 6
story of the women of this nation who have besdecasthe clamor and rhetoric of the exttefnéfar voice, it se® i
considered unworthy of participation in the public debate.

We are being silenced because we disagree. We are told we are not equal because we hold a different view.
This is not the American way.

think. More than the stifling of free speech, more than the bullying with baseless claims. We are more. ddarad
integrity. We are voices of I|liberty and | ove. ceWe

will fight not just for our voice to be heard, but for the voices of all women who are being margiilized by the

t
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mobthink on matters of policy and personal freedoms. We will work to bring people of differing voices from agro

or

Freedom of speech is a pillar of our free nation. What has made our country great is the ability to come togethe
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We have the Right to Speak. Because we have something important to say. We are more than the protests, fno
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https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/right2speak/pages/17/attachments/original/1491570840/brochure5.pdf?1491570840
https://www.right2speak.org/mission
https://twitter.com/right2speakorg
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Washington April 27, 201&Korean War Veteran Sam Johnson Statement on North Korea Peace Talks

WASHINGTON, D.@ response to the news that North and South Korea intend to work toward a formal end to thsKorfpa
mantle the North Korean nuclear program, U.S. Congressman Sardd3phtisotast Korean War veteran in Congetssed
the following statement:

As a veteran who fought in Korea and Vietnam, | have seen the horrors oAndragstiROu for nearly seven yeavs, éxpe
rienced living without individual libaligolutely want peace and freedom for ALL Koreans, and | hope and ptasethabhdgrtt

true to its promises, including denucl eari z at Haceurack et
ord and proceed with great caution. We owe this to the brave service members who paid the ultimate sacrificelaratity K
all those who have helped defend South Korea in the decades since the Armistice. Above all, any deal shoola ke

future North Korean aggression if the regime fails to keep its word. We still have a long and uncertain tbdrabeadrtq pe
wants our trust, he will need to earn it. | will be watching North Korea closely over the coming weeks asdatiamshmatches
his words.

Washington April 13, 2018Johnson, Larson Introduce Medical Debt Tax Relief Act

WASHINGTON, Di.Qesterday, U.S. Congressmen Sam JohA@8ngickJohn Larson-Q&Yintroduced thikedical Debt Tax Refef
Act(H.R. 5493), which would ensure that the IRS cannot tax medical debt that has been forgiven.

AnMedi cal debt can be financially crippling, a n y thie dRS lor
thatdebti t j ust adds i ns ulMedicaldebt Taj Reliefgéeks to pratécdthese vtinerabte ndividéall,h
thank Congressman Larson for joining me in this importdoolefionvard to getting this bipartisan and commdrsaessssd biltg
| aw. 0O

il appl aud Chai r maMedidabDehbt $az Relighadistandimytup for geopiei whogare tstiuggling with high
bills. For those individuals who have had their medical debt forgiven, it is unconscionable to think thaeheytarobit. thergpe
Congress to take up this commonsense | egislation, o sdqi

vJ

Background: Currently, the tax code does not explicitly exempt the cancellation of meAdicaIAdebt fromvﬁzi)mm}}ilblﬂfer or
taxpayer to have their medical debt cancelled, but then be required to pay taxes ongtratNid&bt ad ifffit K 8 Y 8 @ R A JO
¢CFE WSAARFR INWIIKG (GKA& SgNRBYy3I o6& SyadaNAy3d GKFG GKS

Washington April 13,2018 NOW L A W: Johnson, Larson Bill to Strengthen Socikphl

Today, President Trump signed into Binetigghening Protections for Social Security Beneficiaries(RcCRo#2@I8 Introduced
by Ways and Means Social Security Subcommittee Chairman SadiX{phnddRafking Member John Lar&an), (fhis biparti-
san legislation will modernize the representative payee program so that it will better protect Social Séwary bealelkctar
manage their own benefits.
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Chairman Johnson said:

AThis new | aw is great news for the mill i ons arfaags theri |a
benefits. Not only will it providemaaded accountability for the representative payee program, but it also ptaspraedsates]in
ensureewly selected representative payees are qualified and tristnwkr@ongressman Larson for working with snienen jhi
portant legislation that will ensure Anmeiroamghildren, seniors, to individuals with disédbllitiesenorepeace bmind when it
comes to having a representative payee they can trusftf.
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https://samjohnson.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=399023
https://samjohnson.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=398888
https://samjohnson.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=398889
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Political Cartoons

THE POWER OVTAGE AT
DISNEY WORLPD LEFT US
STRANDED ON A RIDE...

HOW CAN THIS HAPPEN
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