LOOKING FOR LOVE

JIN 15:9 »*As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 ¢ you
obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as | have obeyed my Father's

commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and
that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as | have loved
you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 vou

are my friends if you do what I command. 151 no longer call you servants, because a
servant does not know his master's business. Instead, | have called you friends, for

everything that | learned from my Father | have made known to you. 16 you did not choose
me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the

Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is my command: Love each
other.

I.) How do we remain in his love?

A.) True love is found only by being in Christ Jesus, and obeying his

command.ro&:1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 2 For what the
law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in
the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man, 4 in order that the
righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature
but according to the Spirit.

B.) It is not a burden to obey the Lord! v 128 "Come to me, all you who are weary
and burdened, and | will give you rest. 2° Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. % For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."

C.) Through love we can stand before the Lord with confidence. vv4s
We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. ** And we have seen and
testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. ° If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is
the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. ® And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. ¥’ In this way, love is made complete
among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 8
There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one
who fears is not made perfect in love. N419 We love because he first loved us. 2 If anyone says, "I love
God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen,
cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 2! And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must
also love his brother.2?N51 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who
loves the father loves his child as well. 2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving
God and carrying out his commands. 2 This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are
not burdensome,  for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the
world, even our faith. > Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of
God.

11.) Love is not something you say, Love is something you do!

A.) Everything we do, teach, preach, give, work, instruct, correct, and admonish,
must be done through love or it is worthless 1°© 131 |f | speak in the tongues of men and of
angels, but have not love, | am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If | have the gift of
prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have a faith that can move mountains,
but have not love, | am nothing. 2 If | give all | possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but
have not love, | gain nothing.



B.) When our hearts are full of love we can listen to others and have compassion.
1CO 134 | ove is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. ° It is not rude, it is
not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 8 Love does not delight in evil but
rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

C.) LK 10:30In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho,
when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and
went away, leaving him half dead. 31A priest happened to be going down the same road,
and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when he
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he
traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34He
went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on
his own donkey, took him to an inn
and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the
innkeeper. "Look after him," he said, "and when | return, I will reimburse you for any
extra expense you may have.'LK 10:36"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor
to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?"LK 10:37The expert in the law replied,
"The one who had mercy on him."Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise."

I11.) True love endures forever and covers a multitude of sins!

A.) PE47 The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can

pray. & Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.

B.) 1co 138 | gve never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues,
they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. ° For we know in part and we prophesy in
part, 1° but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. ** When | was a child, | talked like a child, |
thought like a child, | reasoned like a child. When | became a man, | put childish ways behind me. 2 Now
we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now | know in part; then | shall
know fully, even as | am fully known.

1C0 1313 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

III1.) Whats the difference between true love and the enemy’s
deception?

A.) Love of God vs love of this world
LN 215 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is
not in him. ¢ For everything in the world--the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting
of what he has and does--comes not from the Father but from the world. " The world and its desires pass
away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.

B.) Deception will lead to being unequally yoked. 20614 po not be yoked
together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship
can light have with darkness? 1> What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What does a believer
have in common with an unbeliever? 16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For
we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and |
will be their God, and they will be my people."

2C0 617 "Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing,
and I will receive you." 2C0 818 "| will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters,

says the Lord Almighty." 207 Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves
from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.

C.) Love of the world will lead to destruction. Example: Samson
Judges 16:4-21



