
The Canal Society of Ohio, Inc. 
2018 Spring Tour PREVIEW- Extended Version
Tracing the Ohio & Walhonding Canals: 
Newcomerstown to Mohawk Dam to Roscoe Village
April 20 – 22, 2018

Contact:  www.canalsocietyohio.org
or
Mary Starbuck starbucm@hotmail.com 

This background is from wallpaper roll in Ted Dettling collection at U of Akron

http://www.canalsocietyohio.org/


Tour Committee
Larry Turner, Kay Sheldon, Ron & Corinne Petrie, Guy Marentette

and Mary Starbuck

Special thanks to Honorary CSO Member/Trustee
Terry K. Woods, author of Twenty Five Miles to Nowhere and

Stephen Titchenal for his generosity and expertise  
Railsandtrails.com

Irv Oslin for his unique perspective of 6-Mile Dam and environs
Michael Greenlee/ODNR – Our guide at 6-Mile Dam and 

banquet speaker
Robert Hawk and Bryan Muroski/USACE at Mohawk

And our local contacts have been so welcoming!
Brenda and Dale Davis – Walhonding Valley Historical Society

The Huff family -Warsaw
BJ and Ray McFadden- Newcomerstown

Lynda Daniel and Stacie Stein - Roscoe Village





A copy of this ODNR Shaded Elevation map 
is in your tour materials…..
Note #9 - one of Ohio’s more striking 
topographic features…..Coshocton Fracture 
Zone….along which the Walhonding flows.

9 Surface lineament-A west-northwest-
trending lineament (a linear topographic 
feature on the Earth's surface) across east-
central Ohio is distinctly visible on the map. 
The Walhonding River and a portion of the 
Muskingum River flow in portions of this 
linear topographic depression. Although 
poorly understood, this feature, which is 
referred to as the Coshocton
Fracture Zone, has been attributed to 
fractures in the surface bedrock
that are possibly related to faults present 
deeper in the subsurface.



Source:  railsandtrails.com
Created and maintained by Stephen Titchenal
An invaluable site that continues to expand.

Go to “New”  





This is a partial view the Canal Days Mural in the lobby of the main office of the 
Coshocton National Bank. It depicts the Roscoe area of Coshocton in the 1850’s 
and was commissioned for Coshocton’s Sesquicentennial in 1961.  This 
masterpiece is the last major work of Dean Cornwell, N.A. Inspired the 
Montgomerys….



Portrait of Frances and Ed Montgomery hanging in 
Founders Gallery.  Photo credit:  Lynda Daniel 2018



First President of the CSO 
Ted Findley presided at 
the unveiling of the 
Coshocton mural……

Here’s some good advice from the first CSO president
(taken from article he wrote called ‘Trails of the Ohio Canals’
published in 1961 summer edition of Landmarks/Franklin 
County Historical Society)



Roscoe.  East side of canal.  1960s.  Photo credit:  unknown



Roscoe Village Warehouse before and after.  
Other images of Roscoe later in tour preview…..



Roscoe Toll House before and after.  This was the first building 
Montgomerys restored.  Photo credits:  See photos. 



HEADING TO 
NEWCOMERSTOWN via 
Canal Lewisville……



Two views of O & E Lock 22s (aka Sudyam’s Lock or Bread and Milk Lock).  Image on left from U of Akron 
archives, Louis Baus collection, 1890s.  Image on right from CSO tour 1990’s, photo credit Larry Turner.  The 
lock had long ago become a wall….  



Lock 22s PRIOR to becoming a wall?  Photo credit 
unknown, 1960s  



Images from CSO tour book showing Lock 21 the and Now (‘now’ = 2000) 



Chief Newatawees of the Leni Lenape tribe (aka Delaware). His name means 
"skilled advisor.   Walhonding: The name derives from either the Delaware word, Walhandi, 
meaning ditch or trench, or is a verbal form of the word, Woalheen,  meaning “to dig a hole” 
For example, Walheu means “he is digging a hole”. In 1758 and 1764, the Delaware peoples are 
documented as going up the Walhonding River seasonally to dig for roots



Newcomerstown OH Miskimen’s 1890s.  Photo credit:  The 
University of Akron, University Libraries, Archival Services



Miskimen’s as of Jan. 2018.  Photo credit CSO



Delaware name for slow moving creek which enters the 
Tuscarawas River there. One can see that creek today in 
and near central Newcomerstown.



O & E Canal  Lock 20  looking south  1960s Photo credit Unknown
Next slide is the current site……



INSERT lock 20 business



HEADING TO ORANGE (aka--or formerly known as--
Evansburg)



Orange Feed Mill recycled by Mad Marshall Jacobs to build Monticello 
II. Photo credit Barbara Rehard Dedics OHGenWeb circa 1964.  Jacobs 
built it over 2 yrs in old Wright Bottling Works in Coshocton.  



Orange Feed Mill transformed by Jacobs into 
Monticello II which was used from 1971-1990. 
Circa 1975 Photo from ‘I Remember Roscoe’ 
by Robert Hull.  After 1990 used as a picnic 
pavilion until it fell apart. 78 feet long, 14.5 ft 
wide and 25 tons. 

Mad Marshall Jacobs and friend, Photo from ‘I 
Remember Roscoe’ by Hull.  Circa 1975



Two views of a party boat from Methodist Episcopal 
Sunday School  in Newcomerstown in Orange on 
July 4, 1885.   Images copied from Boone Triplett’s
Ohio and Erie Canal book.  



Two seasons across the years at Camp Aw-Go-On.  Images taken 
from CSO Towpaths 



O & E LOCK 24 (aka Reed’s Lock 1960s- Photo credit 
1960’s.  Inset photo from CSO tour 1990s.  Larry 
Turner facing camera 



O & E Canal Lock 25s aka Wild Turkey Lock Postcard circa
1910- view looking northeast from Wheeling & Lake Erie Railroad Bridge



O & E Remnants



This and MORE available 
on railsandtrails.com
O&E Canal 1921 tracing
(ODNR)



This and MORE available at railsandtrails.com. 
This is W&LE Book4 Sheet 17.
Lock detail (Coshocton County GIS). Originally built by
the Connotton Valley Railroad in 1881-83.

http://www.railsandtrails.com/Canals/O&E/Roscoe%20to%20Newcomerstown/W&LE-0017%20B04S17%20Wild%20Turkey%20Lock%20-%20Tuscarawas%20River%20Bridge.jpg


SIX MILE DAM

This was taken a few days 
ago.  Photo credit:  Irv Osli



Maps used in CSO Tour year 2000  Adapted from Terry K. Woods 





A report to the 
Canal Society of Ohio

Irv Oslin — April 2018





Where Is Six Mile Dam?



A Canoe Bum’s Perspective



Island and Dam – 1994



A nice place to visit, but …



A Portage Purgatory

The takeout at 
Six Mile Dam

Piece of cake. 
Just drag the 
canoes up there 
and carry them 
through the 
campground.



Discovering an Enchanted Island



Unusual Flora

PUTTY-ROOT ORCHID



Discovering Lock 5



Lock 
Wall



The Lock to the River

This photo was taken 
from what appears to 
be an elevated roadbed 
that runs almost the 
length of the island.



Was there more?



Six Mile Dam Today



Man-Made Island?



Repurposed Dam



Water Inlet Mechanism?



Survey Marker Atop the Wall



Six Mile Mystery

An Island Lost in Time?



Paradise Lost?



Ultimately, the River Will Decide



Mohawk Mohawk 
Dam



Mohawk Dam on the Walhonding River in Coshocton County, Ohio, USA during the January 2005 flood.  Photo credit
USACE



If there is time, drive past Darling’s  
Run Culvert.   If not, next slide…..

Next stop – Warsaw for lunch and 
museum tour



Walhonding Canal, Darling’s Run culvert 
just barely visible.  April 2018.  Photo credit 
CSO



WARSAW



Warsaw map circa 1870 Jefferson Township Public Domain accessed on OHGenWeb



Many thanks to Brenda and Dale Dean from the Walhonding Valley 
Historical Society.  ety!  





Simmon’s Culvert near Warsaw AFTER 
rebuild.   March 1978.  Photo credit Terry Woods

Simmon’s Culvert near Warsaw PRIOR to rebuild.  1970s.  
Photo credit Terry Woods



Back on the bus around 1:30 pm
Mike Morthorst will share about roads in general
and US 36 in particular after lunch,
on the way to see Crooked Run Culvert……



Crooked Run Culvert 
facing east.  Feb 2018 
Photo credit:  CSO 

Crooked Run Culvert facing east. March 1978.
Photo credit Terry Woods



Crooked Run Culvert RR side
circa 1890s. 2018

Crooked Run Culvert Canal side 1840s.  2018



Return to Roscoe   



Walhonding – Roscoe view of Wally Flyer RR track ruins facing west.  Triple Locks at right 1970s 
Photo credit Terry Woods



Canals are serious business as evidence by briefcase!  Photo from Coshocton Sesquicentennial 
magazine. 1961





O & E Walhonding Aqueduct ca 1880s photo credit UofA Louis Baus Collection  To quote 
Frank Gieck “…annual spring chore to replace rotted timber and rusted bolts…”

Replacement footbridge completed in 1976 by Benton Bridge Company of Wooster, OH.  
326 feet long and 12 ft wide.  Abutments remain, but stone piers had fallen/were removed.



O & E Walhonding Aqueduct Repair crew ca 1880s Photo credit Univ of Akron Louis Baus collection





Our Saturday Adventure!

Bus will be open for boarding at 7:30am.  We depart at 8:00 am.
LOCATION:  Coshocton Inn and Suites.

PLEASE bring water or other liquids you will need during the day.    
Sturdy shoes and hiking sticks as needed. 

Any volunteers to write tour highlights for CSO newsletters?

Sunday – Optional tour led by local historian Alice Hoover
Caldersburg Cemetery

Mark your calendars for UPCOMING events – See website for more…..
*July 14, 2018 Trustee Meeting and Mini-Tour in Pennsylvania

*Oct. 19-21, 2018 Canal Society of Ohio Fall Tour in Portage Lakes



Slides of other features we don’t have access to…….



TWoods Walhonding Lock 6 right wall looking down canal April 1977



Walhonding Lock 8 aka Frasey’s Date unknown.  Figure Ted Findley?  Photo cred: UofAkron Ted Dettling collection



Lock 8 and Ted Kasper 1978         Lock 8 and Larry Turner 2018



Walhonding Canal Lock 8 aka Frasey’s 2018 
Photo credit Canal Society of Ohio



Close up of Lock 8  2018







Lock 9 aka Gamble's Lock with Ron Petrie
and Dale Davis.  Feb 2018



Lock 9 aka Gamble's Lock Feb 2018



Image of Culvert near Warsaw not accessible in 2018.   Photo credit  Terry Woods  
Left – 1977, Right Larry Turner in picture. 1990



Mother Nye and Pearl 
Nye



Pearl Nye at Camp Charming built upon Lock 26 O & E.    Source:  Summit Memory? 
Note in distance:  RR bridge still up, and Lee Mill standing 





Photo:  Summit Memory



After 60 + years with no marker, Pearl’s stone in Glendale Cemetery in Akron OH.  
One of last projects Dan Schuster saw through to completion.



This is worth a stop if you’re in the area…. Or check out You Tube!
Location:  22921 Co Rd 254, West Lafayette, OH 43845
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