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Easter. Everyone reading this will probably have wonderful memories of Easter.
Easter always seems to bring about new life and hope. The weather usually does
not seem as dreary, even in the south where the temperature is already a
suffocating 85 degrees with humidity and pollen. (We came to deeply appreciate Easter even
more last year where we really experienced a change of seasons.) Even apart from the reason
why we celebrate Easter (the resurrection of Jesus), the day and the season itself seems so special.
But not this year. This year will be very different. This year there will not be any special
flowers, Easter dresses, bunny rabbits, Easter pictures, and worst of all, we will not be able to
physically get together for Easter Sunday. Instead, we will be separated in our own homes away
from each other. Let’s be honest. It will all be very sad, even depressing. We cannot ignore that.
While we cannot avoid the sadness and disappointment of the way that Easter will be this
year, we can use this time to truly reflect the real reason why we celebrate Easter. There is
nothing wrong with all those other things that we tend to associate with Easter, but apart from the
resurrection of Christ, they are not the main thing, and this Easter, my hope and prayer is that we
can set aside all of those other things, which we have to, and concentrate on the joy and peace that
the resurrection of Jesus gives us.
As we do this, we will be reminded that all that we do and suffer in this life is not in vain.
As the apostle Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 15:15-20:
But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you
say that there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead,
then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching
is useless and so is your faith. More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses
about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But
he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised,
then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is
futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are
lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have
fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes
also through a man.

- Pastor Brandt Hammack

Phone: (585) 494-1251

E-mail: bgnepc@gmail.com

Pastor Brandt Hammack: Brandthammack@hotmail.com
Website: www.bergenepc.com
You can also find us on Facebook.

Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday
8:30am - 1:30 pm
Pastor’s Hours:
Tuesday- Friday
9:30-12:00 flexible

(For every 5 Yrs. there is a

April Birthdays

for extra congratulations)

----------------------------------------------------------

April Anniversaries
4- Harvey & Ruth Morse
12- Garry & Wendy Hutchurson
16- Dale & Diane White
23- Bob & Kathy Cosgrove
May Anniversaries
13- Joe & Jocelyn Rebisz
23- Erik & Renee Berggren
25- John & Janet Wise
27- Bruce & Sandy Partridge
29- David & Sonya Catalino

50 yrs
51 yrs
32 yrs
54 yrs
20 yrs
38 yrs
46 yrs
42 yrs
26 yrs

Bergen UMC Wednesday night
dinners are at 6pm
following the school
schedule!

Job Announcement
The Bergen Evangelical Presbyterian Church
seeks a Christ-centered, Bible-believing musician
open to the Holy Spirit’s leading, to serve as
Assistant Music Coordinator. This person will
work closely with the Music Coordinator and
Pastor on all music-related activities at the
church, including weekly musical participation in
the worship service and leading the worship service once per month.
This is a part-time position (approximately 5
hours per week). A complete job description is
available upon request.
If interested, please submit a letter of inquiry to
<fpcbergen@gmail.com>; include “Assistant
Music Coordinator Search” in the subject of the
email. Questions about the position may be
addressed to Rob Willhoft at (585) 293-1304.

2-Rachel Kobel
9- Josiah Haas
11- Cathy Glucksman
12- June Hahn
14- Mason Buckland
15- Jebidiah BucklandSeward

18- Sonya Catalino
18- Alden Snell
21- Chris Martz
22- Sean McNear
23- Julie Foeller
28- Bev Rogers

14- David Snell

May Birthdays
3- Jean Mucher
8- Christie Komerak
15- Richard Saville
18- Jonathan Langdon
21- Barb Fasoldt
23-Ann Johnson
24- James Berggren

24- Thomas Berggren
24- Helen Hill
24- Catherine McAllister
30- Charlie McAdam
30- Mark White

Job Announcement –
Financial Secretary
Our current Financial
Secretary Ruth Morse is
planning to retire at the end of
this year, so the position will be available on
January 1, 2021. This is a part-time position
of approximately 3 hours per week. Packets
containing the Job Description, Application
Form & Instructions, and an envelope for
submission of the Application are available
on the table in the hallway to Fellowship
Hall. Applications will be accepted from
March 16th through April 30th. Please seal
and return a completed application in the
provided envelope to the Church
Office. Slide the envelope under the door if
no one is there. Questions about the
position may be addressed to Tom Jones at
(585) 548-2801 or E-mail:
ETomJones@aol.com.

VBS
Save the Date!
August 17-21st
Watch for more details
volunteer opportunities!
See Pam Patmore or Julie
Foller with any questions!
We will be hosting again
this year and would love to
see you there!
Registration will be online
through our website in the
near future.
Easter Service Schedule as of now but subject to change:
Maundy Thursday will be at the Stone Church at 7pm and Pastor Brandt will give
the message.
Good Friday Service at the Methodist
Church.
Sunrise Service on the hill at 6:30am.
Breakfast will be here at our church at
7:30am .

Easter Service at 10:30, no Sunday School.

The Bergen Evangelical Presbyterian Church Scholarship Committee is now accepting
applications for this year’s Memorial College Scholarship awards. Details about the
application process, including who is eligible, can be found on the Application Guide
which is available upon request from the church office or by contacting Seth McNear
(beccaseth@hotmail.com) The deadline for the submission of
all materials is 6/15/2020.

The Annual Young Life Basket Auction, scheduled for Saturday, April
25, 2020 has been postponed.
A new date has not been scheduled yet, but please stay tuned.
This fundraising event raises a large portion of the money needed to
send high school and middle school aged students to a week-long Young
Life summer camp, as well as supporting the many activities that take
place throughout the school year.
If you have a donation of new items, baked goods, or home crafted
items that you would like to make, please contact Sandy Partridge or
Helen Hill. And many thanks to those who have already donated!

From the property committee
Spring cleanup is on hold. We do have some small jobs if you
would like to help. Please contact David Hahn for ways you
can help with the spring cleanup!
Church repairs
We are looking for help in completing some projects that need to be done at Church
There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board, please sign up if you are able and have time
to do one of these projects- Thanks!

*Repair SW wall of west stall of downstairs large ladies room
*Repair front steps
*Repaint outside lower windows and trim
*Make an enclosure for the dehumidifier
*A cover needs to be built over the pipes in the corner of the nursery
- See Julie Foeller or Neva Lattimer with questions
*General painting

Sewing With a Purpose
Sewing With a Purpose……
Sewing with a Purpose projects have been in great production during this time of
social isolation! If you listen carefully, you may hear sounds from all around Bergen
and beyond - sheets being ripped into bandages, sewing machines humming,
needles crafting by skilled hands, pens tracing patterns onto fabric, scissors cutting,
a bandage roller cranking, snaps “snapping”, and crochet hooks and knitting needles
flying. It seems everyone has found a fun way to “work at home”.
Some of the heroes in isolation may surprise you. Word is that Noah, Jonah and
Jeremiah LOVE to rip sheets into bandages! Pam is putting her heart into sewing
hearts for local NICUs and Shirley Harris is finishing sewing the hearts together.
Marty has been having a Snappy good time with shields for the Days for Girls kits.
Faith has been using her expert design and sewing skills to put together and make
the shields. Nancy wins the award for working “long distance” - she and her friends
in Lakeland, FL, recently sent a package of 60 shields and 20 drawstring bags they
had crafted this winter. The Lattimer house has lots of “loose ends” of thread used in
making waterproof transport bags. Debbie has
spread the bandage project to Binghamton by
teaching Scott’s friend Kristen how to roll
bandages. If we missed counting your work,
please forgive us – and let Debbie know what
you are working on.
If you feel left out, call Debbie – there’s no doubt
she can find a Hands-On project for you! So,
until we can safely come together again, we will
keep our hands and hearts busy making items to
bless many others near and far in our world.

Thank you and a virtual Hug to all those
who are helping with Sewing with a
Purpose projects!

TAG ~ Teens After God
We held our final TAG youth group for the foreseeable future on March
12th. It was a lot of fun and we had a great discussion based on James
chapter 1. I had planned on reading and discussing the entire chapter,
but the conversation was so rich and powerful we only got through
verses 1-4. With the Coronavirus on everyone’s mind, much of the discussion focused on the trials and tribulations in our lives and how they
can draw us closer to God. I see this coming to fruition right now in
America. It is wonderful to see so many people and organizations
pitching in to help each other and “Show the Love,” as I would tell my
teens. We followed the discussion with a highly competitive game of
Nuke ‘em. At this point, youth events and TAG are on hold. The 30
Hour Famine planned for May is still on for now, but we shall all see
what the future holds. Stay safe, have fun, and enjoy the time with your
families and loved ones.
Peace ~ Joe

TAG Teens working hard while studying James ~ March 12, 2020

A peek at the Church Calendar- All on hold until further notice!
April

2- Son Riser
4- Ladies Tea
5- Palm Sunday/Sunday School 9:15/ Church
10:30am/ Fellowship meeting/
Communion & food collection
9- TAG
12-Easter/Sunday School 9:15/ Church
10:30am/ E&M meeting
14- Worship meeting
15- Session
16-Son Risers
19-Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30/
Missions Sunday
22- Preschool Library program
23- TAG
26-Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30
28- Deacons meeting
30- Son Risers

May
3-Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30am/
Fellowship meeting-Communion & Food
collection
7- Son Risers
10-Happy Mothers Day/Sunday School 9:15/
Church 10:30am/ E&M meeting
12- Worship meeting
13- Session
14 SWP?
15-16 30 hour famine-TAG event
17-Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30/
Missions Sunday
21- Son Risers
24-Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30
25- Memorial Day-office closed
26- Deacons
31-Sunday School 9:15/ Church 10:30

“A Generous Person Will Prosper, Whoever Refreshes
Others Will Be Refreshed” Proverbs 11:25
As Christians we are in a war against many evil things. The sacrifices we are now
experiencing seem small to how our Lord died for each of us. Soldiers, medical
groups, first responders and our military carry this responsibility daily. Can you
imagine being on the war field in hand to hand combat and not being able to carry a
weapon? Military chaplains train with regular soldiers. They are deployed to war
zones without guns. When ministering, the chaplain’s firearm is faith in Jesus
Christ and the word hidden in his or her heart.
Each month there are designated days to pray for our veterans and their
families. Did you know that April 5th is GOLD STAR SPOUSES DAY?
This is a day dedicated to honoring spouses who gave their lives due to
injuries or illness while serving. If you are aware of a Gold Star Spouse
pray for them and offer refreshment with scripture.

Ladies' Tea Postponed !!
Unfortunately, Marty Hammack and I have decided it is best to put off our Ladies' Tea scheduled for Saturday, April 4. We will definitely have this
in the future. When it is safe for all of us to be out and about, we will
rejoice in a time to be all together again. Thank you, Faith Willhoft

Coffee Hour snacks needed

Dear Church Family,
We are missing each other during
this Coronavirus social distancing time,
but praise God for His provision for us
and the blessing that He gives us every
day. So, until we are able to meet again,
let’s use this time to fellowship with
each other through phone calls, video
chats, and old-fashioned snail mail cards
and letters.
We look forward to continuing to
fellowship with our church family.
Please contact us if you have any
ideas or would like to help.

The Fellowship Team

We all like to enjoy snacks for coffee hour before and
after church. Please consider helping out by
supplying something from this list:
baked items, fruit,
vegetables,
cheese & crackers,
chips.

or

The committee also
accepts monetary donations towards the
purchase of snacks.

Contact Eunie Ely if
you can help in any way.

Don’t throw away your
empty ink cartridges!
There is a box in the
coffee hour foyer near
the long table where
Young Life Collects
them. This is an
ongoing fundraiser
for them.
They are able to get credit for empty ink cartridges
at one of the local office stores towards purchases
when they return them.
You can even bring in empty toner cartridges
from copy machines.

BEPC Bike Ministry
(Winter coats & shoes too!)
If anyone is interested in helping to repair
bikes, donating bikes, and helmets, see Stu
Freeman. Stu is also collecting winter coats
and gently used shoes! If you are cleaning out
your closets or see a deal at a garage sale, bring
in winter coats and shoes in all sizes!
Stu recently came into the office and told me
about a man he gave a bike to. He had no
means of transportation. Stu gave him a bike
which he uses to get to work everyday! The
bike meant the world to him! It is great to see
what the donations you give are doing for
people! Each bike donated comes with a card
that has our information on it as well as a Bible
verse!

Don’t forget to check out the
bulletin board when church
resumes, to signup!
*Nursery help & KFC
*our to do list
*Snack signups

This month, please pray for:
Those with ongoing challenges and needs:
Chris Martz, Rob Charcholla, Aggie
Redinger, Delores Seward, David Hahn,
Adriane Broadbooks, Bob and Kathy
Cosgrove, , Nancy Alfes, Ruth Morse’s
brother-in-law (Andy), Janice Langdon’s
mother (Jo Files), Susan Brownell’s
grandmother; Hazel Newsom -and her caretakers Susan’s parents Paul and Sandy Harris, Malanie
Glucksman, and Evelyn Pangrazio-friend of Tom and
Cyndy Jones, Colton Ely

King., The family of Ernie Thomas, The family of
Andy Morse, and Cindy Bakers father.

Those fighting cancer: Dan For no, Stacy Cline,
Elaine Malkani-Cyndy Jones sister. Corky’s friend,
Sharon fighting colon cancer, Neva Lattimer’s brotherin-law, Don Thorp fighting lung cancer,Rosemary Utzfriend of McAllisters

Our Session, Deacons, Youth Leader Joe Rebisz,
Worship leader Christin Snell, Personnel Committee,
Nominating Committee, CE Committee and the many
more committees and ministries that help run the
church. Pray for the other local churches in our area
(and your area too!)

The Youth of our church and our community.
Those serving as Missionaries:
Joseph Harvey in th Congo; Uli Fernandez in Mexico;
Berti Berhami with Campus Crusades for Christ in
Albania; Mark Randall with CRU; Scott Crosby now
in the states but still dealing with missions in the Far
East, Tim Riley with Young Life, and Kelsey Hill with
Campus Target, and John Gay.

Continued healing for Helen Hill’s sister-in-law
Dorcas Arbach, June Hahn’s niece Ann Crone, Willard President Donald Trump, his advisors, NYS Governor
Pengelly, & Joan Miller
Andrew Cuomo & all in authority in this community,
state, nation & the world
Those who have lost loved ones:
The family of Gordon Seward, the family of Cathy
The Servicemen & Women of the United States, as
Haynes- Cyndy Jones sister, The family of Tom
well as our Veterans and their families.
Waterhouse- cousin of Bruce Glucksman,
and the family of Art Campbell, the family of Gail

Let us be strengthened by this verse during these uncertain times
Psalm 126:3
"The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad."

I'm so glad we have the Lord's strong arm to hold us up.
Pre-virus, in February, the Deacons were able to meet together and
send out gift cards and encouraging notes to our college students
and military personnel. Continue to keep them in your prayers.
Perhaps you will be receiving a note or phone call from
your "Caring Deacon"
-- let us all encourage each other as best we can.

Church Finances
February 2020
"Most High and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you
shall glorify me.”
Psalm 50:14-15
February giving was about as low as January’s, which has frequently been the
case in years past; January and February both quite low and among the lowest of any year. Expenses were a little higher than in January so we needed
$3,350 from the AIF to pay the bills.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT – FEBRUARY 2020

OPERATING FUND
Income

Sunday offering:
$9,775.00
Loose offering:
$390.00
Amortized one time gifts:
$2,650.00
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Total New Receipts
$12,815.00
Opening Balance (from previous month)
$162.91
Total Funds Available (opening balance + new receipts)
$12,977.91

Expenses

Gross Expenditures for the month
Line Item Paybacks received this month that reduce expenses
None

$15,797.00
$0.00

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Net Expenditures for the Month
$15,797.00
Accumulated Income Fund Transfer Needed to cover Expenditures
Extra Monthly Amortized Gift Overdrawn from the AIF
Monthly Amortized Gift Left in Accumulated Income Fund

$2,650.00
$3,350.00
$0.00

OPERATING FUND BALANCE

$530.91

DESIGNATED FUND

Opening Balance (from previous month)
New Designated Receipts
Total Designated Expenditures

$8,265.07
$1,678.00
$41.82

DESIGNATED FUND BALANCE

$9,901.25

TOTAL CHECKBOOK BALANCE (Operating Fund + Designated Fund)

$10,432.16

OTHER FUND ACTIVITY

Accumulated Income Fund
For February expenditures
Current Balance (2/29/2020)

-$3,200.00
$41,644.10

Tithe Fund
Kelsey Hill Support
Current Balance (2/29/2020)

-$900.00
$17,021.01

