AROUND THE MOUNTAIN

August 2022

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD

SENDING OF GOD'S PEOPLE
We follow the light of Christ into the world.
We are God’s people on a mission.
We have gathered. We have been fed.
Now, we go out to make a difference in the world. Amen.

During the Covid shutdown, Mt. Hermon declared, “The church was never
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closed!” We continued to worship, and the Gospel was still proclaimed! We may have
worshipped virtually, but we worshipped together as a community.

I recently read an article about isolation and loneliness. The writer highlighted a
study taken place ten years ago and the same study just a few months ago. The study
asked this question: How many close friends do you have that you would call in a
crisis? The answer ten years ago was 5. The most recent study stated 0. The article
went on to say that being lonely is as bad on your health as smoking 15 cigarettes a day.
If one is lonely, that is releases as much of the stress hormone as if you were punched
in the stomach. Ouch! We were created to thrive, and we were created to be loved.
We were created for community.

During July’s VBS where more than 150 people gathered, ate, learned, and had
fun together. We are in community. I declare, “Mt Hermon continues to proclaim the
Gospel today!” You will see in this newsletter, there are several new ministries
beginning: Lil Lutherans (birth to 5% grade), Youth Group (6* -12% grade), many
Sunday School classes (Young Adults, topic based, Bible Study), Bible study (all ages),
OneBody (mid-day worship), workshops, blood drives, back to school bash, and
Sunday worship!

Each time we gather as a community, we proclaim we go to make a difference.
How can you make a difference? Pray. Be in community. Pray. Look for the lonely.
Pray. Lift up lowly. Pray. Invite other to be in community. Pray. You may be the
only smile someone sees today. Pray. Each of us has what it takes: Jesus in our hearts!
Let’s share that with the world and we will truly make a difference!

Sister in Christ,

Pastor Gina
#3011LeaphartRoad
#WeAreMtHermon
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HAPPENING IN THE COMMUNITY

Movies on the Mount Update

On July 15th we concluded season one of The Chosen and Movies on the Mount
Summer Series. It was a fun and amazing 8 weeks! We would like to thank everyone
who attended one or more of the Fridays. You could have been anywhere, but you
spent that time with us and we are grateful for that. We have enjoyed being in
community with all of you! Especially once we moved inside :) Hopefully relationships
were created at a dinner table over some popcorn talking about life. I know I had some
relationships which budded over that process.

For the men and women who helped put all this together Thank You is not
enough! Your dedications made a vision, a dream, come to life and T am thankful for

each of you. With the planning, organizing, designing, cooking, cleaning, purchasing,
time, advertising, so forth and so on I hope you understand you were God's hands and
feet through all of this. Many have Movies on the Mount t-shirts which will continue
to communicate our presence in the community. It was really an honor to do ministry
with all of you and T am proud to have been a part of it.

Someone once told me that "If I could be a part of changing one person's life it
would all be worth it." I wanted to share that this whole experience has changed my life
in so many ways. So thank you to everyone, from the family I have known a while and
to the ones I met for the first time. It truthfully has been amazing.

Mike Rawl, Teach Team Council Rep

THE GRASS ISN'T ALWAYS GREENER, BUT
WE CAN TAKE OUR TURN IN TENDING THE GRASS If you would like to know more about
NEW DISCIPLE CLASS: AUGUST 7,14, 21 discipleship at Mt. Hermon, plan to
10:30-11:30 PASTOR'S OFFICE attend an information meeting on

. Sundays in Pastor Gina’s office.
Save your sacks N SR
for a sleep mat! D2 gD
Save your AN s
. grocery/trash 7 TR LNy
bags. Susan 2 £ 5

CALL PASTOR GINA IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS: 803.9513784 Busby is helping
to collect bags which will be crocheted

into sleep mats for the homeless. A container will be in the area outside of the church
office for you to drop them off.
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Community Workshop

Mt. Hermon is hosting an important
community workshop on Suicide Prevention,
Sunday, September 18 at 4:00pm. Suicide
takes the life of one person every 11.5
minutes in the United States according to
SAVE.org (Suicide Awareness Voices of
Education.) Please make plans to attend this
important workshop and learn ways we can
help prevent it. Our own Jennifer Miller, a
licensed professional counselor, will be
presenting the workshop.

MHLC Make a Difference Day — September 10t
Make plans to participate in Mt. Hermon’s Make a

Difference Day. On that day we will be ﬂ;’@
emphasizing ways you can make a difference in our w
community by volunteering your time to do things

such as: visit our shut-ins, make care packets for y
just a few of the choices in which you can y &
participate to make a difference of caring. Watch &

the homeless, distribute care packets to the
homeless and provide Laundry Quarters. These are

for more details on how to sign-up for this event. We hope you will join us on
September 10,

,{ Reducing Risk of Abuse
| There is a section in the Annual Report which outlines
the Policy reducing Risk of Abuse at Mt. Hermon.
Those documents have been placed on the website. If
you have any contact with children or youth, you will
need to update your SLED background check. Please
visit the website. Print and compelte the documents,
and return the documents to Daryl Leigh Anthony,
Diane Boulware, or Pastor Gina. You may place the documents under Pastor Gina’s
locked door if you are not able to hand these forms to Daryl Leigh or Diane.
http://www.mthlc.com/forms-and-policies.html
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Motion from the July Council meeting

e The Support Team recommends increasing
the monthly facility’s use fee for the
parsonage from $800 per month to $900

per month. APPROVED unanimously.

e As we continue to enhance and improve our audio systems for use with both in-
person and live-streaming applications, The Worship Board recommends that ACS
Sound and Lighting replace the speaker in the chancel with two speakers and add a
congregational mic in the nave to pick up congregational singing and verbal
responses during worship services, funerals, etc. at a cost of $1,227.60. The quote
covers the cost of the equipment and installation, including running the cables and
training our audio/video production teams. Finance Committee recommends that
the funds come from the Building Improvement Fund. APPROVED unanimously.

e A motion was made that we create a line item in the budget called Unbudgeted
Outreach in which to deposit monies donated specifically for outreach
opportunities. APPROVED unanimously.

ATTENDANCE REPORT

In-person  Live Stream Total

]uly 3 100 64 164

July 10 88 62 150

July 17 87 79 166

July 24 100 71 171

TREASURER REPORT
Year to Date May 2022

Actual Income  Actual Expenses Difference
Current & Benevolence 101,789.35 94,337.02 7,452.33
Building Improvement 13,521.80 7,852.97 5,668.83
Building on Holy Ground 29,533.79 24,772.40 4,761.39
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CHURCH COUNCIL HAPPENINGS

Congregational Council Minutes June 12, 2022
ATTENDANCE: Absent — Sheila Eargle, Jenny Scott, Allison Swygert, and Laura Stevens.
CARES AND CONCERNS: None MEMBER CARE: No report.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA: Added items under Support: Recommendation from Lutheran
Men, under Personnel: Parish Administrator, and under New Business: Authorize Emily Morris
to sign checks - APPROVED with changes.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES: Accepted and APPROVED unanimously
REPORTS:
e Pastor Gina: Written report received for April 2022.
o Treasurer: Monthly report and budget report received for April 2022.
o Financial Secretary: Written report with a change (new blue copy) received for April 2022.
o Executive Committee: (1)Executive Committee recommends that the current Building Task
Force transition into the Long-Range Planning Task Force. APPROVED unanimously. (2)
Executive Committee recommends that the amount of money that would be given to a seminarian
for Spring 2022 ONLY be used for Seminary Students who come to Mt. Hermon to preach
during the summer months of 2022. APPROVED unanimously.
Team Reports/Recommendations:
Team for Ministry: No report
Care: Written report submitted with two updates. 1. Drive-by shut-in event changed to July 17.
2. Meeting with Tom Roof for oral history of steeple and cross on June 5. The Care Team
recommends that the proceeds from the Mother’s Day Bulletin go toward providing refreshments
and meals for funerals. APPROVED unanimously.
Outreach: Written report submitted.
Support: Written report submitted. (1)The Lutheran Men recommends that the monies received
from the Father’s Day bulletin be used to support our goals for supporting mission work in South
Carolina along with the Mt. Hermon outreach project of building wheelchair ramps. APPROVED
unanimously. (2)The Personnel Committee recommends we hire Cameron Blakely as Parish
Administrator/Secretary. Her salary will be $15/hour. The first 90 days will be a probationary
period. Starting date TBD by Pastor Gina. APPROVED unanimously.
Finance: Written report submitted.
Teach: Written report submitted.
Worship: Written report submitted.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. Dreher Fund and One Body - Earl Sease made a motion that monies from the HH &
CC Dreher funds previously allotted to the Young at Heart now be directed to One Body,
transferring funds twice a year, in January & July. The motion was seconded by Jeff Price
and APPROVED unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. Synod Assembly — Terry and Allison Swygert will serve as delegates.
2. Next Meeting: Sunday, June 12 @4:00 pm. Earl Sease will have devotions and lock-up
duty.
3. Finance Committee - Emily Morris is filling in for Parker whenever he is out of town.
Blake Allen made a motion that Emily be added to account to have the ability to sign
checks. Mike Rawl seconded. APPROVED unanimously.

Sheila Eargle, Council Secretary
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CARE TEAM HAPPENINGS

The care team meets on the first Monday at 5:30 in the Conference Room. If you would like to serve on
this team, please contact Terry Swygert and attend the next meeting!

Care Team has had a busy July thus far. On Sunday July 23, 2022, several of our
members participated in “porch visits” to our church shut-ins along with our unofficial
ambassador, Jack Allen. Jack was the highlight of the visitations, delighting everyone
with his inquisitiveness. Contact was made with our young adults early in July via text
message. A special congratulatory text was sent to Rebekah and Jonathan Boatwright
on the birth of their son, Rivers Jude. Our oral histories will continue with various
church members surrounding their memories of our church history. Under new
business, Jenny Scott volunteered to be in charge of our New Member baskets. We
meet on Monday, August 1%, 2022 at 5:30 pm in the Conference Room.

Hebrews 10:25 reads
“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another-and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

This is a great reminder that God calls us to gather in order to share our faith and
strengthen and encourage one another in Christ.
We do this through our He-Brews supper
clubs. The remaining 2022 date is October 15%
(sign up Oct 9). How do I participate? Sign-up

IT'S AN OPEN PLATE!

on the sign-up sheet located in the breezeway or

on-line. All participants will be divided | Where you go
Who you go with

randomly into small groups. A contact person
What you eat

will coordinate with their group to set a time
and destination to meet for dinner. The groups
will change for each date so that each time you

meet you are with a different group of people.
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OUTREACH TEAM HAPPENINGS

The outreach team meets on the third Monday at 6:00 in the Conference Room. If you would like to
serve on this team, please contact Diane Boulware and attend the next meeting!

Back to School Bash & Community Meal
Thanks to all who helped make the Back to School Bash
and Community Meal successful. We had about 26

children and their parents/grandparents come through the Fe] lOWSh Ip Mea[
Back to School Bash. We distributed lots of school supplies and provided many

students with "new" clothing. We also were able to provide five students with new
haircuts, thanks to Tabitha Campana for donating her time and skill.

We served about 70 meals to people. We had approximately 45 in attendance and
then delivered about 25 meals to the homeless families at Master's Inn. Everyone
seemed to have a great time and were appreciative of what they received.

Food Pantry
The guests needing food for our Food Pantry has increased
tremendously and so has the cost of groceries. This past week

alone, we served 46 families! Your donations of both food items
and money are very much appreciated. Beef Stew is the current
food item that we are having the hardest time finding regularly. If you can add Beef
Stew to your grocery list in August, it would help us a lot.

Thank you to all who have given us fresh vegetables from your garden. These always
bring big smiles on the faces of our guests. Mt. Hermon, you are truly answering God’s
call to feed His sheep.

ADOPT A HIGHWAY Adopt— Aleghway

{88~ & Make plans to help with our next Adopt-A-Highway pick-up on
Saturday, August 20. Meet in the church parking lot by 9:00 am. We
could use your help.

American Red Cross Blood Drive
Our next blood drive will be on Sunday, September 25. Please  GIVEBLOOD

) ) ] SAVE "“ American
make plans to donate if you are able. Your donation will save Red Cross
lives.
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TEACH TEAM HAPPENINGS

The teach team meets on the first Sunday at 4:00 in the education building in a classroom near the
church nursery. If you would like to serve on this team, please contact Daryl Leigh Anthony and attend
the next meeting!

VBS 2022 Concludes: Iast month for three days the church was filled to the brim
with little ones excited to learn about God and his many blessings. What a blessing it
was to have 75 different little children attend Mt. Hermon's Food Truck Party! Head
Chef Pastor Gina's adult class was full each night with 44 different adults joining to
“TACO” about Jesus. We would like to thank the 40 different volunteers who helped
make it such a great event. If you didn't get a chance to participate this year we hope
you “LETTUCE” talk you into it for next year!

Blessing of the Backpacks

It’s hard to believe but summer break is coming to an end. We
would like to send you off with lots of prayer and many blessings!
<" Invite your friends and all the teachers you know to church on
Sunday, August 14 for a backpack and bags blessing during

worship. Bring your backpack and get a tag. The tag will remind
you that God is with you throughout the day and school year. Mt Hermon wishes ALL
of the students, teachers and administrators a wonderful school year!

Rally Day 00D
Also on August 14 is Rally Day! Following Worship and 4 a e
the Blessing of the Backpacks we will gather in the @aw ﬂwu

Fellowship Hall during the Sunday school hour for a

church-wide meal to learn about all of the exciting Sunday school opportunities we
have at Mt. Hermon. More information will follow in the weekly bulletin.

Youth Ministry

‘We are not quite ready to announce the details....

u \WI # » But there are very exciting events and news being
o ~ " finalized regarding Youth Ministry and Youth

h M 'n,St y f(\;irll)tz!n eye out!
NEWS
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Lil Lutherans o0
What's Lil Lutherans? _U.
Lil Lutheran's is a group for our youngest Lil* Lutherans

members to get together to grow in faith through

fun and fellowship together. Anyone birth to 5th grade is considered a Lil Lutheran.
The goal is for parents and their Lil Lutheran to gather once a month for a fun few
hours. If you have any questions or ideas for Lil Lutherans please feel free to reach out
to Elyse Kinard (803.212.8709) or Katie Donaldson (803.331.5996). We can't wait
to see what God has in store for Mt. Hermon's youngest disciples.

Lil Lutherans End of Summer Bash

Join us on August 27th at 2:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall for an Ice Cream
Sundae party. We will celebrate the end of summer with a devotion and fun.

Save the Date! Grandparents Day Brunch
On September 11th immediately following worship the Lil Lutherans would like

to invite the congregation to attend a covered dish brunch in honor of
Grandparents Day. All are welcome. Bring your favorite brunch item to share.

Nursery Volunteers

We need your help in the nursery during Worship and Sunday

f"_

school. Please sign-up in the breezeway or contact Brittany Allen

B NUR@U 803-206-7588.
vm_U" - .S Youth Sunday School After the summer break, the youth will be

restarting Sunday school on August 14.

Classes for ALL ages
There are currently 5 adult Sunday School Classes.

If you have not been in Sunday School lately, come
and try out one of the classes.
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SUPPORT TEAM HAPPENINGS

The support team meets on the fourth Tuesday 6:30 in the conference room. If you would
like to serve on the Support Team, contact Ronnie Fulmer and attend the next team
meeting!

The Support Team continues to work on the replacement of the downstairs windows
along Methodist Park Road. The old air conditioner units have been removed,
brickwork repaired, and the windows will soon be installed. The broken windows in
the Fellowship Hall have also been replaced.

Thank you to the Property Angels who continually repair parts of the Mt. Hermon
campus! We couldn't begin to list all the projects that you have completed. If you
would like to help with general repairs, etc. please contact Ronnie Fulmer, Earl Sease,
or Jeff Price.

Methodist Park Side of Mt. Hermon in the parking lot a drainpipe was broken
and has been repaired

Repaired rail on the front steps of the church
Cut off values at the scout hut were repaired

Eternal Light — Rope & pulley system has been repaired

SOUTH CAROLINA

Luthera n Monday, August 8" ©6:30 pm — Lutheran Men &

Retreat Women

Ce nte IS An evening with Deacon Dallas Shealy, executive director of
_1. South Carolina Lutheran Retreat Centers.

10
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WORSHIP & MUSIC TEAM HAPPENINGS

The worship and music team meets on the fourth Mondays at 6:00 in the conference room. If you would
like to serve on this team, please contact Wynne Price and come to the next meeting!

From the July council meeting: As we continue to enhance and improve our audio
systems for use with both in-person and live-streaming applications, The Worship
Board recommends that ACS Sound and Lighting replace the speaker in the chancel
with two speakers and add a congregational mic in the nave to pick up congregational
singing and verbal responses during worship services, funerals, etc. at a cost of
$1,227.60. The quote covers the cost of the equipment and installation, including
running the cables and training our audio/video production teams. Finance Committee
recommends that the funds come from the Building Improvement Fund.

APPROVED unanimously.

~ OneBody is held in the Fellowship Hall on the second and

~ fourth Wednesdays at 12:05. This 30-minute worship with
Holy Communion is followed by a meal and fellowship. This is
a wonderful for us to take time from the hectic week and stop
and be fed. Invite a friend and come for worship.

Worship is essential to God’s people. We look forward to
worshipping together in the sanctuary at 9:00 and then Sunday
g School at 10:30. We are sent to make a difference in the world.

Homecoming
Sunoay
October 02, 2022

11
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SERVING IN THE COMMUNITY

August 2022
COUNCIL REP: Joel Price, Sr.
ALTAR GUILD: Ryan & Jennifer Price
TABULATORS: Diane Boulware, Ann Bouknight
USHERS: Marion Leaphart, Susan Busby, and additional ushers below

Altar Flowers Ushers
7| Tammy & Kelli Mills 7| Dion Metze, Ronnie Fulmer
14| Mary Price, Jenny Scott 14| Wayne Eargle, Arron Kinard
21| Swygert 21| Joel Price Sr, Herb Bucknam
28 Wayne & Sheila Eargle 28| Jeff Price, Danny Scott
Crucifer Acolyte
7| Josh Koon 7| Sam Koon
14| Connor Eargle 14| Hayden Eargle
21| Lawson Morris 21| Brayden Morris
28 Quinton Kinard 28| Walker Kinard
Greeter Lector
7 Mary Price 7| Ricky Bouknight
14| Jo Leach 14| Sheila Eargle
21| Jenny Scott 21| Emily Morris
28 Alyson Price 28 TFrankie Jackson
Communion Assistants
7| Kathy Cooper, Marion Leaphart, Terry Swygert
14| Hayden Eargle, Ronnie Fulmer, Jennifer Miller
21| Emily Morris, Danny Scott, Jenny Scott
28 Kirby Johnson, Arron Kinard, Elyse Kinard

* If you are unable to serve, please ask someone to serve in your absence.
Please also notify the church office of the change.
If you are serving during worship,
please arrive no later than 8:30am for sound check
or updates to responsibilities during worship.

12
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BIRTHDAY AND ANNIVERSARY

<A GU

Birbhdays & Anniversaries

Aug 01  Nancy Addison, Laura Carroll, Allison Swygert
Aug 06 Tommy & Kelli Mills
v Aug 10 Jimmy & Doris Maddox
v Aug 11 Frank & Bonnie Bouknight
Aug 08  Dianne Watford
Aug 13 ‘Watson Martin
Aug 14  Tiffany Kaylor
Aug 17  Quentin Kinard, Kay Little, Charlotte Threatt
v Aug 19 Marvin & Gabrielle Bouknight
Aug 20 Doris Carver
v Aug 20 Johnny & Marie Lewis
Aug21  Teddy Koon
Aug 22  Melanie Jackson, Becky Johnson
Aug 23  Skyler Miller
Aug 24  Brayden Rutherford
v Aug 24 Noah & Cassie Swygert
Aug 25 Sam Koon
Aug 26  Adelaide Bryant, Wynne Price, Danny Scott
Aug 27  Jason Addy, Noah Swygert
Aug 28  Hayden Eargle

Please let the office know if your information is not printed in this listing.

T
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MT HERMON PRAYS
Continual Prayers
Patricia Bachman, Generations Tom Roof, home
Alberta Berry, home Cyndi Thurman, home
Nell Buff, NHC Linda Waters-Hamilton, home
Becky Koon, Colonial Gardens Pastor Derald Edwards, home

Members in Special Need of Prayer

Ann Addy Kay Bryant James Hallman Jerry Ellisor
Angie Hydrick Jean Shealy Jerry Price 111 Gene Schofield
Mary Frances Sease  Jane Sexton Suzie Wattenbarger

Family and Friends Who Have Requested Prayers

Martha Eastwood, sister of Marie Kleckley

David Hydrick, family of Angie Hydrick

Bob Eastwood, brother-in-law of Marie Kleckley

Molly Kate Shealy, friend of Jean Shealy C

Chuck Bachman, nephew of Jean Shealy D W aM ef 0
Dawn MclIlwain-Merck, friend of Robin Ellisor &\

Gary O Linda Hodgin, friends of Herb Bucknam A

Don Freeman, friend of Marion & Cyndi Leaphart

i ”W%
Jessica Drigger’s mother, friend of Denise Thurman MjOL(

Iris Wellborn, sister of Earl Sease

John Catoe, family of Ellisors OW Emy(,(‘ Ky
Cindy Maples, mother of Jennifer Miller '
Lewis Turner, friend of Jo Leach

Beth Ellsworth, friend of Kenny Bouknight

Shirley Duenka, friend of Sheila Starkey

Billy Huckabee, friend of Danny Scott

Arthava Tripathi, child friend of Robert & Joye Haygood
Mary Duffie, mother of Alyson Price

Curtis Plummer, husband of D], son-in-law Wayne & Charlene Corley, serving our country
Stan Weber, husband of Debi Weber

Keith Saxton, friend of Cyndi Leaphart, serving our country

Carolyn Shumpert, sister of Andrea Bowers and Jan Schofield

Dr. Kay Moore, friend and co-worker of Cyndi Leaphart

| Thessalonians 1:2, NIV

14
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Mt Hermon Lutheran Church NON PROFIT ORG
3011 Leaphart Road o
West Columbia, SC 29169 EOLHMBIABE

WeAreMtHermon
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Rev. Gina D. Metze, Pastor 803.951.3784 PastorGina@WeAreMtHermon.com
Svetlana Royal, Director of Music Music@WeAreMtHermon.com
Cameron Blakely, Parish Administrator 803.794.6430 Officc@WeAreMtHermon.com
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