We know the rags to riches story line.  


So much so, 



that we also have heard the reversal, 


riches to rags.  

Once upon a time, 


the person is high and mighty, 


nothing could touch them, 

but now they are barely scrapping by 


and realizing how good they had it.  

Job is the epitome of this reversal.  


He has gone from blessing people with his smile 


to being mocked by the outcasts of the outcast.  

Now in most of these story lines, 


there is some reason why they have had their fortunes reversed.  



They fell into an inheritance 



or their evil deeds have finally caught up with them 




and they find that everything has been taken away.  

But Job, 


he is still in the “why” phase.  


He has no idea why things have changed.  

So he is wrestling with why he is suffering like this, 


despite being faithful.

Reading his recounting of his previous life, 


if it were not for the prologue of this whole story, 



we would quickly point to his retelling of things and say, 




“Here is why you have fallen so far Job!”  

For when he retells what his life was like, 


it starts where it should 



but veers dangerously close to blasphemy.  

Verses 1-6 acknowledge God as the source of all of Jobs goodness.  


Job says God watched over him, 



or as Satan described it, 


God put a hedge around Job.  


Job and God were intimate friends.  

“God's lamp shone upon my head,” 


almost claims the glowing complexion that Moses had 



from a relationship with God.  

The path is almost milk and honey, 


but goes for olive oil, 



still important, 


but not honey.

But verse 7 starts to drift away from God 


and become mainly about Job and what he did.  

Sitting at the city gate, 


young men making way, 


old men shocked to be in his presence.  

Job's perception of the people's reactions to him are almost Godlike: 


covered mouths, 


hushed nobles, 


and standing in honor.  

His actions of rescuing the poor, 


and assisting the fatherless 



are the calling of Israel 


as God's image at work as God's people.  

But verse 13 takes it up another level.  


The dying blessing him, 


widow's hearts singing at the mere sight of him.  

In verse 14, 


he lays a piece for his concluding statement.  



Job puts righteousness on as clothing 



and justice as his turban.  

This would seem normal when talking to people, 


but Job is also talking to God.  

His next few pieces tell of how Job goes about administering justice, 


eyes to the blind, 


feet to the lame, 


father to the needy, 


taking the case of the stranger,


breaking the fangs of the wicked 


and snatching victims from their teeth.  

Job almost sounds like a vigilante superhero.  


If that segment ended in, 



“I am Batman!”  


I would not be shocked.

Instead, 


he steps back 


and looks at what he thought his life would end up being.  

Which is drastically different from what it now is.  

Again, 


it almost sounds as if Job expected to live forever.  


He keeps on this kick as he talks of his words being spring rain.  


His smile and light of his face were precious to them.  


Job was their chief and King.

All of this sounds awfully close to describing who God is, 


how God acts.  

As we will see by the end, 


Job is laying out all of these past credentials for a reason.  

He is moving past the point of being intimidated by God.  


He is challenging God face to face and saying, 



“You may do it this way, 



but the way I bring justice and righteousness is by far better.”  

This is a bold statement, 


but it is what Job is about to find himself saying.  

The only piece of courage needed to get him over this hump 


is to take a second to reflect who he now is.

Chapter 30 does that for us.  


That ever dramatic, 



“But.”  

But now, 


these people who used to worship me, 



now they mock me.  


I who sat as their chief and king 



am now the object of their scorn.  

How bad is it?  


Those that have been kicked out of every day society to live on the fringes, 



well the people among the outsiders, 




have also excluded people from their society.  



They don't even fit as outcasts.  


It is those who are kicked out of the Mob family 



because they don't follow the standards of the Mob.  


Well these are the people who feel they have a leg up on Job.  



They are mocking Job, 



spitting on Job.  


They do so without fear.  

This man who once left the nobles of the land in awe 

is now leaving the lowest in the land in laughter and ridicule.  


Status is a very fickle thing.  

Job sees his status with God also changing.  


From one who is an intimate friend, 



to one who is a slave, 




being thrown into the mud by God.  


There is nothing left for Job to do 



but be reduced to dust and ashes. 

So he cries out, 


but God remains silent.  

Instead of hedging safety around Job, 


God now seems to be attacking Job.  

This leaves Job to try and answer a single question, 


“Why?”  

He is grasping for wisdom.  


Everything he knew that the wise would do, 



has backfired upon him.

A broken man should be left alone in his distress.  


For Job, 



those who were supposed to comfort, 



tormented him instead.  


He wept and grieved for others, 



yet his hope for good yielded only evil. 

 Instead of light, 


darkness.  

The harp and flute, 


instruments of joy and life, 



only know how to play the blues anymore.

Realizing where Job stands after reflecting on his life, 


of what he did as a friend of God 


and what God has done despite being a friend, 



Job takes the only step that remains for him.  

Challenging God.  

Calling God out, 


making good on those earlier musings about calling God into court.  

Job lays out his case clearly before God in chapter 31.  

He takes his defense to the level that Jesus calls us to take God's instructions.  


Not just avoiding adultery, 



but not even looking lustfully with his eyes.  




Job knows that will compromise his heart.  


Falsehood and deceit are the next category of possible sin.  



Job claims innocence there as well.  




Again, 




focusing on the heart 




and not just the actions, 





if his heart has been enticed, 






then let him loose his wife for being unfaithful.  


Denying justice, 



even to a slave, 




Job is innocent of, 



despite having no legal requirement to do so.  




For his heart and mind know the reality of God's world.  



All people are God's creation and enjoy his protection.  

The poor, 

widowed, 

and orphans are examined 


and Job's character has led him to address these issues since he was a youth.  He did not do this just for his friends or relatives, 


but for anyone he saw that had a need.  



If wealth was his idol that stole his heart from God, 




he knows he would be guilty, 





because his heart had been unfaithful.  


But again Job claims innocence 



and efforts to heal these faults in the land.  

Even the love of enemies is already in Job's lifestyle.  


Everyone is welcome at Job's table, 



which means that everyone is in a positive relationship with Job.  


His doors have welcomed all.  



There is nothing that he needs to even worry about hiding.  

So where is his fault?

Verse 35 declares, 


“No where!”  

Job, 


to the best of his ability, 



has taken God to court.  

He has laid out his case 


and signed his defense.  

The ball is now in God's court.  


Job is suffering, 



so God must think that he did something wrong, 


so have him put it in writing.  

If it comes out that there is something that Job missed, 


he would gladly wear it like the Scarlet Letter.  


He would fashion it like a crown 



and even wear a dunce cap with great pride.  

He would take all of this, 


because he would at least know the answer to that great question,



 “Why?”

Finally, 


making sure that there is no stone left unturned, 



Job considers the land that was cursed by God in the garden, 




and whether he had given it the rest it needed.  



But even here, Job claims innocence.  

Job is claiming more than just innocence.  


He is claiming better management of the affairs of this world than God.  

Because all of those things that we look at today and ask, 


“If God is really in charge of the world, 



then why is there ___ blank?”  


Job has just gone through that whole laundry list.  



The poor, 



widowed, 



orphans, 



adultery, 



lust, 



homelessness, 



hunger, 



thirst, 



enemies, 



greed 



and the list goes on.  


All of these things, 



Job has dealt with, 



and he has dealt with them well. 

So much so, 


that for him to smile on a person 



carries enough weight to change their day.  

This is what Job has done.  


So what has God done?  

God has taken a man that tried to live into God's image 


and caused him to suffer for no discernible reason.  

There is no tangible reason for Job to be suffering.  


If there was, 



Job the all wise would have addressed the problem already.  

So Job calls upon God to explain himself.  


As arrogant as that sounds, 



in this case, 




it is not really that arrogant.  

With no reason for the suffering, 


why do we need to suffer? 



If we do everything right, 




doesn't that mean we get to avoid the hard parts of life?  



God either needs to explain himself, 




or let Job take over and rule the world.

This ultimatum has been given to God 


and enacted over the last 200 years.  

We have turned away from God 


and taken over the rule of the world in the way we would run it.  

Unfortunately, 


unlike Job, 



we are guilty of all of the possible sins Job spoke of.  

Righteousness and justice are not our cloak and turban.  


Most of the time, 



they don't go much further than a rubber wrist bracelet.  

This desire to know why is natural.  


But being able to handle the answer is another issue.  

God does not need to explain himself, 


and he certainly should not let us take over the rule of the world, 



no matter how well we think we would do.  

As is the message of most rags to riches stories, 


the responsibility of that wealth, 


responsibility, 


or power is much greater than we expected.  

In spite of all of this, 


we still don't know the “why” to how the world fully works. 

Job has laid the charges against God that he can do it better.  


So we wait for the accused to speak.  

I say we, 


not just Job, 

because we have laid the same charges against God, 


with even less grounds for doing so.  

But we have tendency to think we can do things better than others, 


even God.  

Sometimes we find we over estimated our skills and ability, 


and find out it was God carrying us all along to start with. 

Praise be to God.
