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JULY 2023 

49 YEARS OF SERVICE 

NOW THE USS LEXINGTON MUSEUM ON THE BAY IN CORPUS CHRISTI, 

From Greg Plante, Editor 

 This is the group photo from our 

last reunion aboard USS Lexington in 

2019.  Folks, our next one is coming up 

soon (Sept 25-28th, 2023), and I hope 

you don’t wait too long to register. 

From the noise we ’re seeing online and 

such, it sounds like it should be well at-

tended, and we ’d sure hate to see 

someone miss out because there were 

no more rooms left (see the hotel info 

on page 6 to reserve a room)  It would 

do my heart good to have a turnout 

that would make this group photo look 

small. 

 It’s our ship’s 80th birthday, and 

it’s an honor to be invited in sharing in 

the celebration. We ’ll be having our me-

morial service in the hangar bay as we 

remember some of our shipmates that 

have gone to their final muster, and en-

joy a catered luncheon, with an address 

from the director of the Lexington Mu-

seum, Captain Steve Banta.  

 Along with a city tour, visiting in 

the hospitality room, and renewing 

friendships while also making new ones, 

and culminating in a wonderful banquet, 

musical entertainment, dancing, and all 

around merriment (let ’s not forget our 

always popular raffle), it really is shap-

ing up to be a reunion to remember.   

 If you’ve registered, great! If you 

aren’t a member of our Association yet, 

register anyway, you ’ll likely make 

enough fast friends there that you ’ll 

want to join.  We hope to see you 

there.            Greg Plante 
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Sunrise Press - EMAIL Version:

The email version is better than the printed, with color 
graphics & pictures, e-links and more. 

For those receiving the email version of the Sunrise Press: 
You will receive an email stating that the Press is available 
for viewing on the website, and a link.  Follow the link to 
the Association website where you can view or download 
the current issue of the Sunrise Press.  

 www.usslexingtoncv16.org  

Newsletter notes & information 

 

 

 

 

 
Executive Officers: 

President: Christopher Hagger 

Vice President: Alfrieda Denson  

Treasurer: Eric Friedli 

Secretary: Greg Plante 

 

Appointed Positions  

Chaplain: Christopher Hagger 

Sunrise Press Editor, Webmaster, and 

Data Base Tech: Greg Plante 

Historian: (open) 

 

WEBSITE: www.usslexingtoncv16.org  

Sunrise Press - Triannual Publication  

USS LEXINGTON ASSOCIATION 

 Front Page:  

 Pg 2: In this Issue; Notes & Information 

 Pg 3: Remembering Mary 

 Pg 4: TAPS and New Members 

 Pg 5: Presidents Message    

 Pg 6: 2023 Reunion: Hotel Information  

 Pg 7: 2023 Reunion: Area Attractions/Corpus Christi  

 Pg 8: 2023 Reunion:  Itinerary  

 Pg 9:2023  Reunion:  Registration Form 

 Pg 10: 2023 Reunion: Luncheon & Memorial   

 Pg 11: Chaplains Corner  

 Pg 12:  Normandy marks D-Day’s 79th Anniversary 

 Pg 13: News Letter Information  

 Pg 14 Diversions 

 Pg 15: Just for the Fun of It 

Office of the Treasurer 
Treasurer: Eric Friedli 
Membership Dues: $20/year 
Due by Dec. 31st. 
Make checks payable to: 
USS Lexington Association 
 

Send Dues to Eric or Pay Online  
MAIL to: Eric Friedli  
12734 19th Ave NE Seattle, WA98125 
 
PAY ONLINE: w ebsite: usslex ing-
toncv16.org  
CLICK: “Dues and Donation”  

 

2023 Reunion 
USS Lexington Association 

September 25th - 29th 

A Note from the Editor: 
Have you read an interesting 
article or story recently?  Or 
maybe have some memorabilia 
from your time on the LEX?  
Share it with your shipmates!  
Just send them to me and I’ll 

print them in the Sunrise Press including a by-
line to credit you with the submission. 

My postal address is: 
23428 College Ave. Robertsdale, AL 36567 
For electronic submissions, email me at:  

            editor@usslexingtoncv16.org 
      Greg Plante, Editor of the Sunrise Press 

http://www.usslexingtoncv16.org
mailto:usslexingtoncv16.org
mailto:usslexingtoncv16.org
mailto:usslexingtoncv16.org
mailto:editor@usslexingtoncv16.org
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REMEMBERING MARY FRIEDLI 

From the banquet at the 1991 Association reunion in Lancaster PA when Mary volun-

teered her husband to be treasurer of the USS Lexington CV 16 Association Mary 

dedicated her reunion attendance to making the hospitality room the best it could be.  

Missing only one or two years from then until 2019 she worked with the other ladies to 

provide a place for shipmates and their families to tell their stories and enjoy them-

selves.  She made many friends and looked forward to going each year. We thank the 

Association and its Officers for the beautiful flower arrangement at her funeral and for 

all the condolences, thoughts and prayers received honoring Mary.  

The Lloyd Friedli Family 

Obituary 

Mary L. Friedli  Sept. 3, 1940 - March 5, 2023 

SPRINGFIELD - Mary L. Friedli, 82, of Spring-
field, formerly of Lexington, IL, died at 7:00 a.m. 
on Sunday, March 5, 2023, at St. John's Hospital 
in Springfield, IL. 

Mary was born on September 3, 1940, in Em-
mett, ID, the daughter of Frank and Mildred 
(Gafford) Carley. She married Lloyd Friedli on 
June 29, 1957, in Wamego, KS. 

Mary was raised in Kansas. She and Lloyd 
moved to Illinois in 1963. The family then moved 
to Lexington in 1971. Mary was a homemaker 
who took great pride in being at home and rais-
ing her family. She and her husband moved to 
Springfield in 2021. She was an avid collector of 
Roy Rogers memorabilia and carousel horse fig-
urines. 

Mary was preceded in death by her parents and 
her sister, Phyllis Shelton. 

She is survived by her husband, Lloyd Friedli of 
Springfield; children: Kathryn (Conrad) Rubin-
kowski of Springfield, Eric (Kim) Friedli of Seat-
tle, WA, and Rebecca (Michael) Truax of Foun-
tain Hills, AZ; five grandchildren: Dana (Mark) 
Friedli-Neumann Lake Forrest Park, WA, Crista 
Friedli of London, Jenna (Nick) Klop of Everett, 
WA, Leo (Stephanie) Rubinkowski of Chicago 
and Mark (Jessica) Rubinkowski of Springfield; 
six great-grandchildren: Eloise , Vivian, London, 
Oscar Friedli-Neumann, and Victor and Wesley 
Rubinkowski; four siblings: Tom (Jan) Carley of 
Cottonwood, AZ, Danny (Donna) Carley of 
Wamego, KS, Caroll (Cindy) Carley of Wamego, 
KS and Vicki Thompson of Clay Center, KS; and 
several nieces, nephews and cousins. 
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TAPS 

Help us keep our “TAPS” records up to date… 

We need your help.  Our only way of knowing our members have passed, is if someone tells us.  We ask that you 
please notify us of any members who are no longer with us so we can update our records and honor our de-
ceased shipmates in the Sunrise Press. 

Email notifications to: editor@usslexingtoncv16.org   

Snail Mail to: Greg Plante, 23428 College Ave, Robertsdale, AL 36567 

Homer, Richard                       Labs-Woodard, Thomas           Braeutigam, Kurt W. 
Family - Associate Membership         Onboard: 1971978   Supply         On Board 1962-1965  E Div 

Welcome Aboard: New Members 

 

The Association welcomes all shipmates, navy, marines, Ships Company, air group personnel who served at some time 
on a USS Lexington CV 16 (all her designations) or on the USS Lexington CV 2. 

 Dues are $20/year, and due at the end of each year.  Dues can be paid online at: www.usslexingtoncv16.org 

 Dues paid by mail: Make checks payable to :USS Lexington Association    

                   Send your dues to:  Eric Friedli, 12734 19th Ave NE, Seattle, WA 981125 

USS Lexington CV16 Association: MEMBERSHIP 

Brook, Noland 

01/o1/2022 

Onboard: 

 

Gerow, Peter L 

05/31/2023 

Onboard:  

 

Marx, Eugene J 

11/05/2022 

Onboard:1956 – 1957 

https://www.schellhaasfh.com/obituary/eugene-marx 

Plude, John Sr 

05/06/2023 

Onboard:  

https://www.evansfuneralchapel.com/evp/obituary/John-PludeSr 

 

Williard, Kenneth R 

04/11/2023 - Stanford, VA 

Onboard: 1955 - 1956 

https://www.covenantfuneralservice.com/tributes/Kenneth-Williard 

 

 

 

mailto:editor@usslexingtoncv16.org
http://www.usslexingtoncv16.org
https://www.schellhaasfh.com/obituary/eugene-marx
https://www.evansfuneralchapel.com/evp/obituary/John-PludeSr
https://www.covenantfuneralservice.com/tributes/Kenneth-Williard
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President’s Message 

Sitting here in my home office just remembering our shipmates that have transi-

tioned into eternity.  I felt some sadness come over me.  I am looking forward to 

seeing many of you at our Corpus Christi reunion.  I will be visiting the site next 

month to ensure all is ready for each of you as we fellowship and just enjoy each 

other’s company.  Let’s have a great turnout this year knowing that before last year 

in Gettysburg we lost two years because of Covid.   

I am excited to see each of you, also, I want to thank those who have helped me get everything in 

order for the next reunion.  In my heart of hearts, I miss you, my shipmates…. 

See you in September also, have a happy and safe 4th of July!!     Chris 

From my Email 

Submitted by: Freda Denson 

Did you know???? 

1-Did you know that the Bronze Statue standing at the 
old RTC in Orlando contains Brass Artifacts from seven 
ships?    Can you name the ships? 

2-Do you know the Nickname of the Bronze Statue, and 
where the name came from? 

3-Did you know there are five W.W. II Era Aircraft Carri-
ers that are Museums…. Can you name them? 

   
                                                                               Answers  can be found on page 13 of this Newsletter  

Quick Note from our Vice President…..  
Send in those reservations for the Reunion!!!! 
There have been several that have already marked it on their calendar—September  25th — 28th 
Let’s make this the Best Reunion Ever………  

 Celebrating the 80th Birthday of the USS Lexington 

Don’t forget the deadline for reservations is August 25th!! 

If you just happen to be in the vicinity on these days, drop in and say hi; you will be glad that you did!! 

Freda Denson, Vice President , USS  Lexington Association 
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Lobby 

Lounge 

 2023 Reunion: September  25th-29th 

Lobby 

Lounge 

The Omni Hotel will be the venue for our 2023 Reunion. 

  Located in the downtown Marina District, the hotel offers luxurious 

guestrooms with spectacular views of the Corpus Christi Bay. 

HOTEL INFORMATION:   OMNI, CORPUS CHRISTI  

Weblink for Booking Reservations at our Discounted Group Rate: 

https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/corpus-christi/meetings/uss-lexington-cv-16-reunion-09252023 

Group Rate for Rooms: $139 per Night  Reservations must be Booked by August 25, 2023 

https://usslexington.com/attractions/pearl-harbor-exhibit/ 

LOCATION: 2914 North Shoreline Boulevard  

LATITUDE: 27.815073  LONGITUDE: 97.388703 

 Attractions:  

Escape Rooms       The Flight Deck 

3D MEGA Theater        Pearl Harbor Exhibit 

Scale Models        Flight Simulator 

https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/corpus-christi/meetings/uss-lexington-cv-16-reunion-09252023
https://usslexington.com/attractions/pearl-harbor-exhibit/
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The South Texas Botanical Gardens & Nature Center is a nonprofit, 180-acre botanical 
garden and nature center located at 8545 South Staples, Corpus Christi, Texas. It is open 
daily.  Major exhibits include an arid garden; Exhibit House with bromeliads, cycads, cac-
ti, and succulents; hibiscus garden; hummingbird garden; landscape demonstration beds; 
orchid house with more than 3000 orchids; a major collection of more than 100 plumeria 
varieties; contemporary rose garden with a large pavilion; sensory garden; and water 
garden. The site also contains a mesquite nature trail through 30 acres of brush. It fea-
tures some 35 species of woody trees and shrubs, herbs, grasses, and cacti, as well as 
white-tailed deer, collared peccaries, and coyotes.   

The Texas State Aquarium is a nonprofit aquarium located in Corpus Christi, Tex-

as. It is dedicated to promoting environmental conservation and rehabilitation of 

the wildlife of the Gulf of Mexico. It has been accredited by the Association of 

Zoos and Aquariums since 1995. It is the largest aquarium in Texas and one of 

the largest aquariums in the United States. 

Art Museum of South Texas 
The Art Museum of South Texas is celebrating 50 years on the Corpus Christi 
Bay.  The original complex, designed by world-renowned architect Philip Johnson, 
opened to the public in October of 1972.  To honor our past, celebrate our pre-
sent, and plan for our future, we have created an exciting selection of exhibitions 
and educational programs.  We are honored to serve as THE fine arts institution 
for the Coast Bend region.  Welcoming over 100,00 visitors annually, we strive to 
provide a unique selection of cultural offerings for our guests. 

 2023 Reunion: September  25th-29th 

HERITAGE PARK 

Heritage Park is Corpus Christi's historic park which hosts and supports many art and cultural activities, as well as a variety of community 
events throughout the year. Come and step back in time at this historic cultural center where several Victorian-style homes now stand.  

Address: 1581 N. Chaparral Street  

There are twelve historical Corpus Christi homes located in Heritage Park. Many of these are recorded Texas Historical Landmarks, the 
oldest one dating back to 1851. Each home pays tribute to the area’s ethnic and cultural diversity. If you are interested in learning more 
about the history of Corpus Christi, visiting Heritage Park is an excellent place to begin your history lesson. 

Antique Shops Outlet Shopping 

Corpus Christi Shopping  

Walk through a shark’s mouth to find a souvenir,  or shop 
designers at the Outlet Stores.  Or maybe a stroll through 
the Antiques Shops…..  You’ll find lots to do in the area. 

Souvenirs & Gifts 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1581+N+Chaparral+St,+Corpus+Christi,+TX+78401/@27.8063614,-97.3973995,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x86685e627e472041:0x8afab5c412d8c645!8m2!3d27.8063614!4d-97.3952108
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 2023 Reunion: September  25th-29th 

USS LEXINGTON CV16  ANNUAL REUNION, Corpus Christi 

 

 ITINERARY 

 September 25th – Monday: Hotel Check-in ….Welcome! 

 1200 Hospitality Room opens, Registration Begins  -  

 1800 Hospitality Suite Closes 

 1800 Opening Reception: Heavy Hors D’oeuvres, Cash Bar  -  

 

 September 26th – Tuesday: Tour, Lunch, Memorial Service 

 0830 Meet in Hotel Lobby for tour  

 0845 Bus departs for Tour, Lunch, Memorial Service   (Click here to see PG 10 notes) 

 1115 Arrive USS Lexington for Luncheon and Memorial Service 

 TBA Bus returns to Hotel, Hospitality Room opens  

 

 September 27th – Wednesday: Free day for Sight Seeing & Socializing 

 1000 Hospitality Room opens 

 

 September 28th – Thursday: Business Meeting and Banquet 

 1000 Business Meeting - All members and guest welcome.  

 1200 Hospitality Room opens (will close at 1800) 

 1845 Gather in Banquet Room for Group Pictures 

 1900 Invocation and Presentation of the Colors 

 Opening Remarks by Association President 

 Dinner and Entertainment - Cash Bar 

 

 September 29th - Friday: Check Out 

 Have a safe trip home!  - See you in Pensacola - 2024 

 

 

For your information: 
The Hospitality Room is open during specific times throughout each day (see Itinerary for times) , This is a 
great place to gather with your fellow shipmates, reminisce with old friends, meet new friends, and just enjoy 
some time to relax. 
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 2023 Reunion: September  25th-29th 

REGISTRATION FORM 

2023 REUNION OF THE USS LEXINGTON CV-16 ASSOCIATION, Corpus Christi, Texas  

 

NAME_________________________________  SPOUSE/GUEST____________________________ 

                        (Additional guests - please list below and include in the final numbers below.) 

 

ADDRESS:___________________________ CITY___________________STATE_____ZIP________ 
 

PHONE___________________________  EMAIL__________________________________________ 
 

DATES ON BOARD____________________________ DIVISION_____________________________ 
 
Additional Guests: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

      Mail Registration form and check payable to: USS Lexington CV 16 Association 

      MAIL to: Eric Friedli  12734 19th Ave NE Seattle, WA98125  

Cut-off Date:  August 25, 2023    

 

Register me for the following: 

Reunion Registration Fee (not optional)...…….Number of attendees _______ x $35 each = $___________ 
 

 

Tuesday, September 26th 

Tour/Lunch/Memorial Service….....                Number of attendees _______ x $70 each = $___________ 

Lunch/Memorial Service only…..         Number of attendees _______ X $30 each = $ __________ 

 

Thursday, September 28th 

Farewell Banquet……………………..……….……….Number of attendees _______ x $60 each = $___________ 

Choice of Entrée: 

A.)  Grilled Salmon with a Brown Sugar & a Molasses Glaze  and a Texas Pecan Butter Sauce       ________ 

 

B.)  Chicken Matagorda: Lightly Marinated Breast of Chicken  with Peppers & Relish                     _______ 

 

C.)  Poblano Stuffed Pork Loin, Sundried Apricots, Pistachios, & Pink Peppercorn           _______ 

                                                                                                       

                                                                                                            TOTAL: $________________ 

 

Please Note: This form does not include your hotel reservation.  Hotel reservations must be done separately by you. 

HOTEL INFORMATION  -  OMNI, CORPUS CHRISTI  

Weblink for Booking Reservations at our Discounted Group Rate 

https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/corpus-christi/meetings/uss-lexington-cv-16-reunion-09252023 

   Group Rate for Rooms: $139 per Night        Reservations must be Booked by August 25, 2023 
 

The Registration Form is also available on our website, with the ability to pay using your Debit or Credit Card. 

www.usslexingtoncv16.org 

Please click here or see Page 10 for important details on this luncheon, including meal description. 

https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/corpus-christi/meetings/uss-lexington-cv-16-reunion-09252023
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2023 REUNION LUNCHEON AND MEMORIAL SERVICE NOTES: 

What is this Luncheon and Memorial  Only option?  We are aware that some members 
might not necessarily want to go on the tour, and while we encourage the tour, some may 
only be interested in the Luncheon and Memorial service aboard Lexington. So, being that 
the tour price includes the cost of the luncheon,  if folks just show up for the luncheon 
without going on the tour, we would be very short of funds and food for those that paid 
for the tour. So, if for some reason you only want to do the luncheon and memorial ser-
vice, that is listed below the tour. You’ll need to pay the luncheon portion, and be in Hang-
ar Bay 2 September 26th at 11:15.  So what are you going to eat for that price? Hold onto 
your tongues so they don’t hit the floor.  This ain’t no box lunch!! 

A Garden salad of Fresh field green, romaine and iceberg lettuce w ith shredded 
carrots, grape tomatoes, and hot house cucumbers with your choice of Ranch or Italian 
dressing. 

Chicken Florentine.  A boneless breast of chicken topped w ith Spinach and 
Rosemary Parmesan Cream Sauce. 

Vegetables.   Brandy Grilled vegetable Medley  

Dessert.  A delicious Red Velvet cake, baked to perfection. 
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Chaplains Corner……. 

 

Chaplain Hagger pastors All People Worship Center in Odessa, Texas .  

He also overseas the operation at All People Hospice and Healthcare. 

Contact: Address: 4745 N. Sierra Ave, Odessa, TX 79764  ——  Phone: 432-258-7751 / FAX: 432-381-5272 / Cell: 832-312-0892  

 

Chaplain Hagger can be reached anytime…...no matter what the time.   

As I thought about what to share with each of you today, I thought of sharing some thoughts from the book of Peter.  

He shared with us many rich words of wisdom; however, he also challenged us to gird or guard our mindset.   Whenever 

you want to share God’s word, we want to ensure we are sharing what the Lord wants us to share not what we feel 

should be shared.  In doing what the Lord has called us to do, the results would be a blessing for the ones hearing God’s 

Word as well as the ones sharing God’s Word.   

In the book of St. John around the fourth chapter, there is a story told to us by the writer of John.  We are told in the 4th 

verse that Jesus himself must need to go through Samaria. The “need,” was placed in this particular sentence for two 

reasons.  First, it was three days closer to His destination; second, to obey divine orders so we could have this story to 

share. 

We now come to the 5th verse where Jesus enters the city of Samaria, however, this particular area is called Sychar or 

Suchar which means falsehood and drunkenness as a name of reproach.   Genesis 33:19 gives us the back-

ground of what took place in that area many years before.  I want to encourage you to read the story.   

The 6th verse gives us to know that Jesus, being weary from His journey, sits on the well.  He is sitting there because He 

is weary, but he also has a divine appointment with the lady that is coming to get water.   Remember He shared that it 

was needful for him to go to Samaria and needful for Him to be at this well waiting on this particular woman at the time 

she would arrive to get water.  The whole story is remarkable and it teaches us something.  First, it shares with us that 

Christ will meet you where you are in life.  He knows what you are going through.  He knows what your fears are and 

why you are not sleeping well at night.  Second, not only will He meet you he will heal you.  He will heal your broken-

ness; He will heal your yesterdays and your tomorrows.  He will heal broken relationships as well as broken promises.  

Understanding that He promised never to leave you nor forsake you.  We all need someone in our corner, we all need 

someone to love us for who we are and what we are.  We all need to pray.  And it is so easy to say “Lord, I am having 

some things going on in my life that I just don’t know what to do.  Can you help me through this, can you give me direc-

tions, can you comfort me and make me the man or woman you created me to be?  I believe that you can, and I believe 

you will.  Also, Lord while I have your attention deliver me from me.  Give me to serve you with a pure heart, and for 

these hiccups that keep disrupting my life, give me what to do to get rid of the hiccups. In Jesus’ Name, I pray, Amen.”   

I believe this letter was written for someone who has questions, be of good cheer the Lord hears your prayer. 

Pastor Christopher Hagger  

Jesus will Meet You where You are…... 
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Normandy marks D-Day’s 79th anniversary, honors World War II veterans 
By Sylvie Corbet and Lefteris Pitarakis, The Associated Press  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ON OMAHA BEACH, France — An overwhelming sound of gun-
fire and men’s screams. That’s how World War II veteran Marie 
Scott described D-Day, as Tuesday’s ceremonies got underway 
in honor of those who fought for freedom in the largest naval, 
air and land operation in history. 
This year’s tribute to the young soldiers who died in Normandy 
also reminds veterans, officials and visitors what Ukraine faces 
today. 
On Tuesday, the whistling sound of the wind accompanied 
many reenactors who came to Omaha Beach at dawn to mark 
the 79th anniversary of the assault that led to the liberation of 
France and Western Europe from Nazi control. Some brought 
bunches of flowers; others waved American flags. 
Scott lived it all through her ears. She was just 17 when she 
was posted as communication operator in Portsmouth, England. 
Her job was to pass on messages between men on the ground 
and Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower and senior officers who were 
supervising the operation. 
“I was in the war. I could hear gunfire, machine guns, bombing 
aircraft, men screaming, shouting, men giving orders,” she re-
called. 
“After a few moments of horror, I realized what was happening 
… and I thought, well, you know, there’s no time for horror. 
You’ve got a job to do. So get on with it. Which is what I did.” 
Now about to turn 97, Scott said D-Day was a “pivotal point” in 
her life. 
“As a noncombatant, I was still in the war and I realized the 
enormity of war. People were dying in that moment.” 
Scott said she was “disgusted” that another war was now rag-
ing on the European continent following Russia’s full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine in February 2022. 
“For me, war should only be undertaken if it’s absolutely 
(necessary), if there’s no other way of solving the problem. It’s 
an atrocity. That’s how I feel,” she said. 
British veteran Mervyn Kersh, who landed on D-Day on Gold 
Beach, said Western allies should send maximum military aid to 
Ukraine: “The only way to stay free is to be strong.” 
Kersh, 98, added with a sense of humor: “I’m still in the re-
serve, I’m waiting to go to Ukraine now. Next job.” 
On Tuesday, a ceremony took place at the American Cemetery 
in Colleville-sur-Mer, overlooking Omaha Beach, which is home 
to the graves of 9,386 U.S. soldiers, most of whom lost their 
lives in the D-Day landings and ensuing operations. On the 
Walls of the Missing are inscribed 1,557 names. Some of those 
named have since been recovered and identified. 
U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, speaking in front of more 
than 40 World War II veterans and a crowd of visitors, said “it 
is our duty to defend ... the principles for which the Allies 
fought ... We seek a world where civilians are safe from ravag-
es of a war, (and) sovereignty and territorial integrity are re-
spected.” 
He paid tribute to “brave young men and women from Ukraine 
who are learning how to fight for their lives and for their coun-
try.” 

“Today, I am more determined than ever to stand by them for 
as long as it takes,” he said. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff chairman Gen. Mark Milley also took part in 
the American Cemetery commemoration. 
The Normandy celebrations were a chance for Milley to linger 
with troops who consider him one of their own, as he winds 
down his own four-decade military career. The chairman held 
commands in both the 82nd Airborne Division and the 101st 
Airborne Division, and the Normandy fields, towns and cause-
ways are these divisions’ hallowed ground. 
“For me, being among soldiers is home,” he said. Milley begins 
his 44th year of military service on June 10. He is scheduled to 
retire at the end of September as his term as chairman ends. 
Hundreds of current soldiers from both units were there, some 
on leave with beers in hand, some jumping out of aircraft as 
their predecessors did 79 years before. 
This was Milley’s last Normandy visit as their top commander — 
and as he walked through Sainte-Mere-Eglise, known as the 
first town to be liberated from Nazi occupation, attended com-
memorative football games or spoke at ceremonies, it felt like 
the general stopped to talk to and give a commemorative coin 
to every last one of them. 
An international ceremony was later scheduled at the nearby 
British Normandy Memorial in the presence of officials from 
Germany and the nine principal Allied nations: Belgium, Cana-
da, Denmark, France, the Netherlands, Poland, Norway, the 
United Kingdom and the United States. French Minister of 
Armed Forces Sébastien Lecornu and U.K. Defense Secretary 
Ben Wallace were expected to attend. 
In a separate event, French President Emmanuel Macron at-
tended a ceremony on Tuesday in the presence of 100-year-old 
Leon Gauthier, the last surviving member of the Kieffer com-
mando — an elite French unit which was among the first waves 
to land in Normandy. 
Many visitors came to the American Cemetery before Tuesday’s 
ceremonies to pay tribute to those who sacrificed their lives. 
Jean-Philippe Bertrand, a visitor from the southern French city 
of Marseille, walked through the countless lines of white cross-
es Monday. 
“It’s unimaginable to make such a sacrifice for my freedom, for 
my son’s freedom,” he said. 
“You hear about it on the news and you see the pictures. But 
once you’re here and you see the reality and the sacrifice that 
has been made for our beautiful country — I wanted to make 
the trip once in my life to thank all these people to whom we 
owe so much,” he added. 
German professor Andreas Fuchs, who is teaching French in 
Berlin, brought students ages 10 to 12 to Normandy via an ex-
change program. 
“It’s very important for children to have a moment in their lives 
to understand the liberation of Europe. And to know what 
peace has been for 80 years,” he said. 

https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2021/06/06/a-look-back-at-d-day/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/2023/06/06/at-normandy-d-day-celebrations-echoes-of-ukraines-looming-fight/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/2023/06/06/at-normandy-d-day-celebrations-echoes-of-ukraines-looming-fight/
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2023/06/05/world-war-ii-veterans-return-to-utah-beach-to-mark-d-day-anniversary/
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Have you read an interesting article or story recently?  Or maybe have some memorabilia 
from your time on the LEX?  Share it with your shipmates!  Just email them to us and we’ll 
print them in the Sunrise Press.  Email:editor@usslexingtoncv16.org 

 

To place a notice in the “Looking For” section of the newsletter,  go to the website and click on “Contact CV 16” and fill out 

the form.  Or send an email to editor@usslexingtoncv16.org 

Written submissions can be sent to: Greg Plante, 23428 College Ave, Robertsdale, Alabama 36567 

Looking for an old shipmate? Looking for a cruise book from a particular cruise? Maybe filling in the 
gaps of memory while writing some memoirs?  Let us know what you’re looking for and we will  in-
clude it in the newsletter. 

Shipmates Looking for... 

ANSWERS: Did You Know from page 6 

1– 7 Ships: USS Lexington, Ranger; Oriskany; Constellation; Yorktown;  Independence; Saratoga 

2– The Nickname of the Bronze Statue is SPARKY; Was used in the Fleet for Sailors who work with 

 Radios and electrical gear. 

3– 5 WW II Era Carrier Museums: Yorktown CV-10; Intrepid–CV-11; Midway CV-4; Hornet-CV-12;   

 Lexington CV-16 ( Only four of these Carriers are Essex Class)  The 5th one is Midway 

Class Carrier, it was built toward the end of the war) 

OUR WWII ROOTS 
James K Moore showing his Plankowner’s Certificate 

mailto:editor@usslexingtoncv16.org
mailto:editor@usslexingtoncv16.org
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Diversions 

Word Search     The words in this puzzle are found throughout this issue of the Sunrise Press 
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Just for the Fun of it 

Online viewers, can’t get 

enough of these characters? 

Click the Arlo and Janis logo, 

and it’ll take you to the 

artists personal blog page. 

BY: Jimmy 
 Johnson 

http://arloandjanis.com/
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