DELTA
I NFORMAL
GARDENERS
IMPORTANT DATES
We meet on the fourth
Monday of each month,
7:30 pm at the Brentwood
Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street
in Brentwood.
Board Meetings are held on
the first Tuesday, (after the first
Monday), of each month,
7:30 pm in the Fireside Room.

Propagation Workshop

Propagation has resumed.
Help prepare for the next
plant sale. Every Saturday
from 9 am until noon at
Wolfe Ranch. See back
page for directions.

2016 General Meetings
October 23
November 27
December 11
Holiday Potluck

2016 Board Meetings
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Happy Fall!

We’re having our propagation workshops on Saturdays
from 10-12 at Wolfe Ranch. Please join us. Bring some
cuttings from your gardens and your clippers and gloves.
Everyone chipping in a little to do what they can helps
out so much.

ON THE HORIZON: Mark your calendars for DIG’S HOLIDAY POTLUCK

on December 11 at the Brentwood Community Center. Bring an exchange
gift. These will be the centerpieces for our tables, so keep that in mind for
size and presentation. Garden related gifts, plants and homemade items
are always good but nothing expensive please. And if you don’t wish to
participate in the gift exchange, that’s fine, come anyway and enjoy some
good food and a fun evening with your fellow DIGgers.
Also, don’t miss our January meeting where instead of a speaker we will
hold our very popular biennial
AUCTION: It’s an entertaining evening, so save any garden related items

you would like to donate for auction. More info on these events will be
sent out later.

November 7
November 28

DIG’s 2018 Plant Sale

Will be held Saturday May 12.

Delta Informal
Gardeners encourages
gardening through
education and
beautification of
the community

OCTOBER 23TH MEETING
Kelly Marshall, Garden Designer,
Specializing in beautiful California Native
& Low Water Garden Designs

Kelly Marshall has been a lover of gardens and
gardening for as long as she can remember.
She studied garden design through UC
Berkeley Extension, and been in business for
12 years, specializing in natives and drought
tolerant gardens. She lives in Clayton, where
she has a quarter-acre garden filled with
(continued on page 2)
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UC Master Gardeners
of Contra Costa
Brentwood Farmers’ Market,
First Street and Oak Street,
Brentwood, CA
Saturday, November 11, 2017
8:00 am - 12:00 pm
Come and get your gardening
questions answered while you
shop for local produce! In 2017,
the Brentwood Farmers’ Market
will have UC Master Gardeners
available to the public every
second and fourth Saturday, from
8am to 12pm, March 11 through
November 11.
Advice to Grow By...Ask Us!
ccmg@ucanr.edu
Click here for more information on
the Brentwood Farmers’ Market.

drought-tolerant plants, teenagers, and a dog. Her garden is a Certified
Wildlife Habitat. Kelly continues to partner with the Contra Costa Water
District, Markham Arboretum, and the Bringing Back the Natives Tour to
help spread the word about all the wonderful drought tolerant and native
plants appropriate for gardeners in the Bay Area. She believes it’s easy to
have a low water, sustainable garden here in California if you choose the
right plants to begin with.
Kelly will give a PowePoint presentation
showing examples and discuss how a designer
works with space when losing a lawn and
getting a garden. In addition, she will talk about
her top native choices for designing a garden-what they are, what they do, and how to use
them in a design. She will have her top plant
choices available for purchase after her talk.

Ruth Bancroft Garden!
Become a Docent!
2017 - 2018 Docent Training
will begin In November.
Please contact Anna Halverson,
anna@ruthbancroftgarden.org,
or call the office if you are
interested in taking the training!
ruthbancroftgarden.org

Thank You to Ruth Bancroft
Garden for their generous
donations for this month’s raffle.

We hope you’ll join us at 7:30 PM on October 23rd. Visitors are always
welcome. For more information visit kmgardendesign.com.


Helen Wheeler, Vice President, Programs

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

We are delighted to have you as a member of DIG and would certainly
enjoy seeing you again next year. Membership dues should be paid by
January 1st, so if you have not yet paid for 2018, please write a check to
DIG — still only $15 for an individual or $20 for a family — and hand
it to me at our next meeting. Or, send your check to me at the address on
the back of this Weeder. Including the membership sign up slip with your
payment would be greatly appreciated. If you have any questions about
your membership status, please feel free to call me at 925-234-0395.
Chris Artz, Membership
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BOARD MINUTES—OCTOBER 3, 2017

Helen said that the speaker for this month’s meeting will be Kelly Marshall,
a landscape designer who specializes in the use of native plants. Chris
mentioned that we must encourage newer members to participate in our
Saturday Morning Propagation Workshops. An important part of DIG’s
purpose is teaching the propagation of plants, not only for the Plant Sale,
but also for our own gardens. We have 137 members and sometimes only
a dozen or so come on Saturday mornings. Those of us who show up
really enjoy these mornings working together. (Every Saturday Morning
10 till noon until at least mid-November.)
Robin reminded us that the field trip committee will meet at Carole’s
home at 12:30 on October 16th. Plans are being made for a holiday field
trip. Because traffic everywhere has increased to an unpleasant level,
a suggestion was made that the committee might keep field trips to a
maximum of an hour’s drive (each way) for our destinations. The issue
was discussed, and everyone agreed that keeping our travel time down
would also give us more time at our destination.
Thanks to Martin and Bev for sharing their water-wise new garden. And,
to Diane Lee for letting us know just how much our contributions mean
to Hope House.
Karyn was congratulated on doing a grand job in PR. (We are actually
getting in the paper.) Karyn will also take on the task of printing/mailing
of hardcopies of The Weeder.
Steve said he had been a little worried about the quality of our new soil,
but he tested it in comparison with last year’s soil using like small plants,
and it is good – the test plants have thrived in the new soil. There was a
problem with dryness of the pile, but Chris Choate is working on getting
it wet. Steve noted that the detergent Dial added to water serves as an
excellent water-wetter. Both cuttings and new plantings will be kept for
the winter in Steve and Carole’s yard and in the little greenhouse there.
Volunteers will help with watering. The Label Lady (and President,
Connie) asked that we keep like plants together so she can get the right
labels into the right plants.
The Christmas Gift Exchange was briefly discussed. It is not too early
to plan what to bring. Each person who attends should bring a gardenrelated gift. Not too expensive, and the best way to keep the cost down is
to plan (and plant?) now.

IT’S TIME TO DIVIDE
PACIFIC COAST IRIS
California Native, Pacific Coast
Iris grow well with little work for
two or three years. Around year
four or five the central part of the
plant begins to look sparse as
the new growth is on the outer
edges of the plant. This is the
signal that it’s time to divide,
refresh the soil and perhaps
move the divisions to a different
part of your garden.
Pacific Coast Iris can be
successfully divided and moved
when the roots are growing
actively. You can check root
growth by gently pushing the
soil aside. If you see a good crop
of new roots it is safe to divide.
Active roots are white. The Iris
plant will be dormant during
other times of the year.
Pacific Coast Iris grow in clusters
of fans, small rhizomes connect
each cluster. Leave one-half to
one-third of the parent plant
undisturbed. Carefully dig
around the clusters, trying to
keep the new roots intact. Cut
through the connected rhizomes
and remove the separated cluster
for transplanting. Trim off old
rhizomes and dead leaves.
Replant your divisions
immediately in acidic, welldrained soil in part shade with
morning sun. Water in with a
little fertilizer.

Carole Hendrickson, Temporary Secretary
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME

DIG Membership
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
ATTN: Chris Artz

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

Please fill out the membership form
and mail it along with your dues to
the address above. You may also
bring your form and dues to the
next general meeting.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY
STATE
ZIP
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE

Individual Membership...............$15
Family Membership....................$20

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE LIST YOUR AREA(S) OF GARDENING INTEREST OR EXPERTISE

(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

Please make checks payable to DIG.

New Member

Renewal

Directions
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Delta Informal Gardeners
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
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Winter and Spring potting up
events, as well as our annual plant
sale, are held at Wolfe Ranch,
700 Creek Road, Brentwood.
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DIG meets on the fourth Monday
of each month at 7:30 pm at the
Brentwood Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street in
Brentwood.

