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President’s Message
Dear ICTPA Members and Friends: The New Year is upon us, and most of
you are beginning to plan for the year to come. I am very pleased to report
that our seven local chapters, together with our new board of directors, have
been summarizing our past quarter’s events and activities and looking into the
new quarter and further, as you will see from this newsletter.
The preparations for our 25th Annual Conference, also called the 9th Asia
Pacific Transportation Development Conference, are well under way. Ms.
Chwen Siripocanont, senior vice president of TY Lin International, Inc., is
leading our organizing committee to prepare the conference program and
logistics. Our technical committee, led by Prof. Yong Bai from the University
of Kansas, has received more than double the number of abstracts that we
will publish in the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) special publication to facilitate the engineering index (EI). I encourage more members and fellow transportation professionals to publish your
papers in our regular conference proceedings and plan to attend the conference in Chongqing, China
between June 29 and July 2, 2012. I also encourage you to participate in our local chapters’ technical
workshops, business networking, and celebrating parties. These have been proven opportunities for our
younger members to promote themselves into the mainstream of transportation professionalism in the
United States and other countries and regions.
ICTPA is dedicated to enhancing and enriching professional development for our members. As I mentioned previously, many of our long-term members have excelled and become business and/or technical
leaders in the public and private sectors. Our local chapters’ events have been attracting a diverse group
of professionals and have gotten recognized by the industry. I am happy to see the fast growth of the
ICTPA Hong Kong Chapter and other local chapters. I am confident that ICTPA will continue its success
of providing opportunities for our members to grow by bridging the gap between the two transportation
infrastructure giants in the world.
Take Care and Happy New Year.
Endi Zhai, ICTPA President
EZhai@kleinfelder.com
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We’re on the Web!
www.ICTPA.org
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Announcements
The ICTPA newsletter is published quarterly, and we welcome any suggestions you may have. In addition,
we are always looking for articles to be included in the newsletter. Please direct your comments and
articles via email to the Newsletter Editor, Dr. Pei-Sung Lin (lin@cutr.usf.edu) or to the Associate Editor,
Ms. Kristin Larsson (kristin@cutr.usf.edu). If you have a technical or non-technical article that you would
like to submit for consideration to be included in the April publication, the deadline is March 2, 2012.
The ideal length of an article is 500 words. The maximum limit is 750 words. Pictures, tables, or charts
related to your article are welcome.

Page 2

International Chinese Transportation Professionals Association Newsletter

Board of Directors
Dr. Endi Zhai
ICTPA HQ President
Southern CA Chapter

Mr. Dennis Li
ICTPA HQ 1st
Vice President
Hong Kong Chapter

Dr. Pei-Sung Lin
ICTPA HQ 2nd
Vice President
Florida Chapter President

www.kleinfelder.com

www.cutr.usf.edu

www.metrosolutions.com.hk
Dr. Mike Houh

Dr. Alice Kuo

ICTPA HQ Immediate
Past President
Washington DC Chapter

ICTPA Headquarters
Executive Director
www.people.ku.edu/~mkuo/

www.psivanness.com
Ms. Wendy Tao - Northern CA Chapter President

Mr. Kevin Chen - Northern CA Chapter

Ms. Mengzhao Hu - Southern CA Chapter President

Dr. Steven Chien - Northeast US Chapter

Mr. Leo Tsang - US Northeastern Chapter President

Mr. David Gao - Texas Chapter

Mr. Allen Yang - Washington D.C. Chapter President

Dr. Joel Shon - ICTPA Headquarters, Taiwan Representative

Dr. Fengxiang Qiao - Texas Chapter President

Dr. Yong Bai - ICTPA At Large

Dr. Francis Lung - Hong Kong Chapter President

Dr. Jason Ni - ICTPA At Large, Taiwan Representative

Dr. Virgil Ping - Florida Chapter

Welcome Our New Board Members

Dr. Fengxiang Qiao
President
Texas Chapter

Mr. David Gao
Vice President
Texas Chapter

Mr. Leo Tsang
President
US Northeastern
Chapter

Dr. Fengxiang Qiao was elected as the
President, and Mr. David Gao will serve
as the Vice President, of the Texas
Chapter in 2012. Mr. Leo Tsang was
recently elected as the President of the
US Northeastern Chapter. ICTPA congratulates and welcomes them to become our new ICTPA Board of Directors. We also greatly appreciate the
contributions from our immediate Past
Board members: Mr. Joe Tse, Mr. Hexiang Huang, and Mr. Wilson Wang.

Mr. Joe Tse
Former President
US Northeastern
Chapter

Mr. David Gao is Chief Transportation Planner with the Travel Demand Modeling group at the Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC). David has worked
for HGAC for over ten years. His job duties at H-GAC cover a variety of Travel
Demand Forecasting related tasks. Before that, he worked for four years as an
Associate Transportation Planner for the Association of Central Oklahoma Governments, the MPO in Oklahoma City metro area. He obtained a master’s
degree in Urban & Regional Planning from the University of Iowa. David is an
active member of American Planning Association. He is also a certified AICP.

Mr. Hexiang Huang
Former President
Texas Chapter

Mr. Wilson Wang
Former Representative
Texas Chapter
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Chapter Presidents
Northern California Chapter - Ms. Wendy Tao, Email: wwrtao@gmail.com
Ms. Wendy Tao, current president of the Northern California Chapter of ICTPA, works at Cambridge Systematics focusing in the areas of transportation economics, climate change and energy, transportation planning and
analysis, non-motorized travel, and transit. She holds dual masters’ degrees in Transportation Engineering and
City Planning from University of California, Berkeley, and has a B.S. Economics from the University of Pennsylvania, Wharton School.
Southern California Chapter - Ms. Mengzhao Hu, Email: HuMen@pbworld.com
Ms. Mengzhao Hu holds a bachelor’s degree in Urban Planning from Tongji University and a master’s degree in
Planning from the University of Southern California. Mengzhao joined the ICTPA-SCC in year 2003, months after
she came to the United States for her graduate study. She always actively promotes ICTPA and recruits members. Mengzhao is a transportation planner at Parsons Brinkerhoff. Her specialization is travel forecasting for
large scale corridor studies.
US Northeastern Chapter - Mr. Leo Tsang, Email: TsangL@pbworld.com
Mr. Leo Tsang is a Lead Transportation Planner in Parsons Brinckerhoff (PB) specialized in travel demand modeling
and application as well as traffic operational modeling with extensive international transportation planning experience. He has been working with various major Metropolitan Planning Associations (MPO). Prior to coming to US,
he also worked in the Asia Headquarter of PB in HK. Leo has been actively involved in ICTPA since 2002.
Washington, DC Chapter - Mr. Allen Y. Yang, Email: allence@gmail.com
Mr. Allen Y. Yang obtained his bachelor’s degree from Civil Engineering Department, Tsinghua University in
2000, and his master’s degree from Civil Engineering Department, The Ohio State University in 2002. He is currently the President of Washington Chinese Transportation Association (WCTA), and Vice President of
Precision Systems, Inc. (PSI), a consulting firm located in Washington, D.C. His areas of expertise include ITS
design, transportation planning, traffic studies, traffic signal operation, simulation and computer modeling.
Texas Chapter - Dr. Fengxiang Qiao, Email: Qiao_FG@TCU.EDU
Dr. Fengxiang Qiao is an Associate Professor at Department of Transportation Studies, Texas southern University.
In his current capacity, he develops curriculum, instructs many courses including ITS technology & application, and
transportation related courses, and provides direction to PhD candidates. Dr. Qiao has authored a number of wellreceived articles including, Fuzzy Evaluation of Contra-flow Evacuation Plans in Texas Medical Center and Collection
and Evaluation of On-Road Vehicle Emission and Activity Data in Houston.
Florida Chapter - Dr. Pei-Sung Lin, Email: lin@cutr.usf.edu
Dr. Pei-Sung Lin is the Program Director of ITS, Traffic Operations and Safety at the Center for Urban Transportation Research, University of South Florida with more than 20 years of work experience in transportation arena.
He obtained his doctoral degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Florida. Dr. Lin is an executive member of ITE Management & Operations/ITS Council. He chairs the Intelligent Traffic Signal Operations Committee in
ITE. He has presented and published numerous research papers at various national and international conferences.
Hong Kong Chapter - Dr. Francis Lung, Email: francis@lx1technology.com
Dr. Francis Lung is currently the Deputy Chairman & CEO of Hydrotech International and the Non Executive Director of Intra-Energy Corporation. Both companies are listed in the Australian Stock Exchange. In addition, he is
the Managing Director of the China Urban Infrastructure Investment Fund based in China and the Executive Chairman of LX1 Technology Limited based in Hong Kong.
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Northern California Chapter

Dr. Jiahao Wu, President
of W&S Solutions

On November 9, 2011, Dr.
Jiahao Wu presented on Transportation Stories of Planning,
Design, Control, and Management in China. This was an
evening event, taking place at
Arup, an engineering firm in
San Francisco, CA. Food was
catered from Osha Thai Restaurant, and all attendees thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
Dr. Jiahao Wu is President of
W & S Solutions, based in Pleasanton, California, and the

CEO of Wu & Song Associates
(Shanghai) in China. He has 25
years of experience in urban
transportation consulting and
research including intelligent
transportation systems, travel
demand forecasting, and network modeling (traffic simulation).
Jiahao Wu discussed his recent
experience with several projects in China, and covered
topics in Urban/Land Use Planning, Corridor Design, Signal

Controls and Management. Dr.
Wu talked about his role in a
transportation and household
survey effort in Jiazhou, China
where he advised on transportation improvement strategies.
Coming up in the New Year,
we will have a Chinese New
Year Banquet on January 18,
2012 featuring Bond Yee, Director of Sustainable Streets at
San Francisco Municipal Transportation Authority.

Southern California Chapter
Luncheon Seminar on
10/12/11

Downtown LA Networking
Lunch on 12/9/11

On October 26, 2011, the
Southern California Chapter of
the ICTPA (ICTPA-SCC)
hosted our Luncheon Seminar
in the Orange County HNTB’s
Training Room in Santa
Ana. The first speaker was Mr.
James Pinheiro, Deputy Director of Operations and Maintenance from Caltrans District
12.
The second speaker was Mr.
Pradeep Gunaratne, Chief Engi-

neer of Construction from
Orange County Transportation
Authority
(OCTA).
This Luncheon Seminar was
quite successful and more than
60 people from Los Angeles,
Orange County, and San Bernardino County attended.

Mr. Pradeep Gunaratne shared
many project opportunities
from OCTA. Their knowledge
and humor made the event
very interesting and useful.

Mr. James Pinheiro provided us
with updated information and
opportunities in transportation
infrastructure operations and
maintenance from Caltrns.

US Northeastern Chapter

ICTPA USNE 2011 Annual
Meeting on 9/17/2011

The ICTPA-USNE 2011 Annual
Meeting was successfully held
on September 17 in New York.
Participants of the evening
banquet were treated to a
keynote presentation delivered
by Commissioner Luis Sanchez,
who spoke about the goals and
challenges that NYCDOT and
other agencies face and work
through on a daily basis to
maintain and enhance the infrastructures of lower Manhattan.
The Commissioner's discussions on the technical aspects
involved in studies, planning,
and construction were instructive. His serious reflections on
a sample of on-the-job

"excitements", and his otherwise personable sense of humor, were particularly appreciated by the audience,
The evening program was
rounded off with dance performances by the talented Professor Janey Chao of the Baruch College, and musical performances by members and
guests of ICTPA.
The Technical Session, cosponsored by ACSE - Met Section (International Group), was
very successful and well attended. The materials presented were informative of the

state-of-practice, with each
presentation followed by Q&A
and lively discussions.
The
technical session was credited
for two PDH's toward continuing education requirements for
PE renewals.
A new Board of Directors was
nominated and elected during
the Annual Membership Meeting that followed the Technical
Session. New officers were
elected at the Board of Directors meeting held in November.
Mr. Leo Tsang was
elected as the president of the
US Northeastern Chapter.
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Washington D.C. Chapter
The Washington Chinese
Transportation Association
(WCTA) and the ICTPA
Washington DC Chapter have
been preparing for and promoting the 15th Annual
WCTA/COTA Transportation
Symposium titled, Towards
Sustainable Transportation and
Development: Policies, Technologies, and More, to be held
during TRB week.
In recent years, TRB activities
have been starting earlier and
earlier; many workshops, ses-

sions, and receptions took
place on Sunday, which is our
Symposium day. It has become
difficult to secure a space with
good capacity for the whole
day. With lots of coordination,
hard work, and good luck, the
organizing committee succeeded in reserving a room at
the Omni Shoreham Hotel.
Due to the inconvenient timing
(January 22, 2012 falls on the
Chinese New Year Eve), little
participation is expected from
mainland China, Taiwan, Hong

Kong, Macau, and other overseas Chinese communities. We
tried very hard to promote the
event within North America,
by distributing the call-forpresentation and inviting guest
speakers. We have now shaped
all sessions and are ready to
welcome all transportation
professionals participating in
this event. We also welcome
any sponsorship; interested
individuals/companies shall
contact Allen Yang at
wcta.dc@gmail.com.

Recent Washington D.C.
ICTPA Chapter Gathering

Texas Chapter
Our 2nd annual ICTPA - Texas
Hold’em Tournament was held
on the afternoon of Saturday,
December 3, 2011 in Sugar
Land. The Texas Hold’em
Tournament is a traditional
game for our Texas Chapter.
This Tournament attracted
more than 30 players in the
Houston Chinese Community. Our top three winners

were Mr. Yichuan Fang, Mr.
Zimin He, and Mr. Jia Zhou.
The ICTPA -Texas Annual
Meeting and Holiday party was
hosted on the evening of Saturday, December 3, 2011. During
the meeting, Mr. Raymond
Chong, Texas Chapter founder
and past President, announced
the official election results for
the 2012 Board of Directors.
Dr. Fengxiang Qiao will serve

as our President in the coming
year.
Mr. David Gao was
elected as the Vice President.
Miss Bin Wang will still be the
Secretary. Mr. Shuaiyu Chen
will serve as the Treasurer in
the new board. In addition,
Heng Wang was selected as
our Member of the Year,
2011. He has always shown
exceptional dedication to
ICTPA – Texas Chapter.

technical presentation in the
morning titled, “Reforming
Travel Demand Models”. After
lunch, participants were given a
tour of the FIU Lehman Center
and Intelligent Transportation
Systems (ITS) laboratory. In the
afternoon, Mr. Sheng Yang,
President of CTS Engineering,
Inc., shared his personal experience with members on how to
start a transportation consulting company.

friends, make new ones, and
increase their professional
network. The latest contact
information of Florida Chapter
members and friends were sent
to all members after the meeting.

Member of the Year,
Mr. Heng Wang

Florida Chapter
The Florida Chapter continues
to grow. To better serve our
members in Florida, we divided
the Chapter into three regions:
Northern, Central, and Southern.
Each region has two
Board of Directors members.
Including the president, there
are 7 Board of Directors members in the Florida Chapters.
Currently, the Chapter has 45
members and 35 friends.
We hosted our semi-annual
meeting and gathering on November 5th at the Florida International University (FIU)
Engineering Center in Miami.
Dr. Xia Jin, Assistant Professor
from FIU, gave an informative

Participants actively participated in presentations and
provided their valuable feedback during the meeting. Everyone was very pleased to have
the opportunity to meet old

Looking forward, we would like
to continue to invite our Chapter friends to become members, provide mentors to our
student members, provide
professional development opportunity for our members,
enhance networking between
members, and encourage members to attend the upcoming
25th ICTPA Annual Meeting in
Chongqing, China.

Semi-Annual Meeting and
Gathering on 11/5/2011
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Hong Kong Chapter
Since our last newsletter, I am
pleased to report that we have
41 members in the Hong Kong
Chapter already. I am particularly pleased to see more students are joining us. Two
events were organized during
the last quarter.
The first event was a membersget-together during the National Holiday on October 1,
2011 to watch the fireworks.
As this was organized on short
notice, we did not manage to
get the invitation message in
time to all members. However,
a good time was had by those
who were able to attend.

The second event was a seminar co-organized with the Institute of Transport Studies,
Hong Kong University, on the
topic of "Beijing Transport after
the Olympics" by Professor
Duan Li-ren at Chang'An University. This seminar was held
on November 10th and there
were approximately 100 attendees. Professor Duan presented the past and present
Beijing traffic situations in an
informative, but humorous
manner. He also put forward
how his transport planning
theory could work in the Beijing context through international examples.

Looking forward, the Hong
Kong Chapter wants to do the
following three things in 2012:

to wish you all a wonderful
year ahead!

1. Create more opportunities
for our members to know each
other better and strengthen
our friendship;
2. Have a wider appreciation of
transportation under different
contexts; and
3. Support Headquarters with
the Chongqing Conference.
We shall be giving out more
details on the events nearer
the time. Please watch out for
our announcements. As the
New Year begins, I would like

Seminar on “Beijing
Transport after the
Olympics” on 11/10/2011

Florida’s Future Plan in Transportation for the 21st Century
Dr. Hongyun Chen, CUTR, University of South Florida
A new transportation plan, the Florida Transportation Vision for the
21st Century, was announced by the Florida Department of Transportation’s (FDOT) Secretary Mr. Ananth Prasad recently. The main objective of
this plan is to bring alternative funding sources from the private sector to invest in
the critical projects in Florida, create more jobs, and get the economy back on
track. He explained that now is a good time for this plan and that there is significant
capacity for the private sector to deliver more, while doing so at a historically low
price. The plan will be used as a future roadmap in Florida by advancing six areas in
transportation projects, creating financing and alternatives, providing transportation
alternatives, focusing on the development of freight/port/rail/space/aviation, reducing
bureaucracy and streamlining the decision making, developing future corridors, and
offering faster project delivery.
Sufficient and sustainable funding resources are critical to succeed in developing and advancing the transportation infrastructure
system both nationally and globally. In order to identify diverse sources of revenue to invest into state-of-art transportation infrastructures, Florida will be implementing a new “Tolls” policy throughout the state under the new plan. It regulates “all new capacity
on interstates and expressways, and widening and replacement of all major river crossing should be tolled where feasible or at least
tolls should complement traditional funding in delivering the improvements and new capacities”.
Tolls and managed lanes are becoming long-term successful strategies and solutions to alleviate congestion, improve safety, provide
alternative transportation roadways, and get funding from the revenues of tolls. For instance, the Florida I-95 HOT Lanes project is
a big accomplishment in considerably improving the overall operational performance of I-95 in southeast Florida. Two managed toll
lanes were implemented in both directions on I-95 between State Road (SR) 836 and the Golden Glades Interchange (GGI) in Miami
-Dade County in 2009. The average travel speeds during peak periods increased from 20 mph to an average of 64 mph and 56 mph
in the southbound and northbound lanes in 2010. For the general purpose lanes (GPLs), the average speeds achieve a monthly average of 45 mph, while they were 15 mph and 20 mph before the implementation. The revenue achieved $9.1 million in 2010 and has
grown to approximately $15.1 million to date.
FDOT will partner with private companies to build new toll roads and widen existing roads with tolls. The construction fees will be
paid back with the total revenue of tolls. Although some people argue it may cost more than it is worth, this is the new and innovative financial tool to advance transportation projects. So far, FDOT has promptly advanced 11 projects in eleven counties in the
coming fiscal year, 2012 and the total budget for these projects is nearly a billion.
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9th Asia Pacific Transportation Development and 25th ICTPA Annual Conference Update

Dr. Yong Bai

The Technical Committee of the 9th Asia Pacific Transportation Development and 25th Annual Conference led by
the Chair, Dr. Yong Bai, at the University of Kansas, received a total of 236 abstracts. Among them, 116 abstracts
(49%) were tentatively accepted for ASCE publication based on the peer‐review results. Full papers were due by
the end of December 2011. After that, the Technical Committee will be reviewing the full papers and decide
which papers will be published in the ASCE proceedings before February 15th, 2012. The Technical Committee
was pleased that both the number and quality of abstracts were improved after collaborating with the ASCE.

1st U.S.-China Symposium on Sustainable Transportation and Development held at USF
The first U.S.-China Symposium on Sustainable Transportation and Development was
successfully held at the Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR), University
of South Florida (USF) from December 19 to 20, 2011. The symposium was designed to
encourage the knowledge exchange between transportation researchers and experts on
the USF campus and Tampa Bay Area and the delegation from China, which is composed of 18 mayors and directors of bureaus of transportation from several cities. The
theme of this symposium was sustainable urban transportation and development. The
topics discussed in this symposium included, but were not limited to, transportation and
land use, bus rapid transit, sustainable infrastructure, traffic operations and safety, air
transportation, transportation demand management, multimodal public transportation,
and transportation and environment. The program committee for this symposium included Florida Chapter members: Dr. Yu Zhang (chair), Dr. Qing Lu, and Dr. Pei-Sung
Lin. Both Dr. Lin and Dr. Lu hosted and facilitated the symposium. Before attending
the symposium, the China delegation also visited the California Partners for Advanced
Transportation TecHnology (PATH) at the University of California, Berkeley, and
World Bank in Washington D.C.

Group picture of China Delegation,
Dr. Lin and Dr. Lu took after the
Symposium on 12/20/2011

Upcoming Events
15th Annual COTA/WCTA Symposium
Towards Sustainable Transportation and Development: Policies, Technologies, and More
January 22, 2012
Embassy Room, Omni Shoreham
Washington D.C., USA
ITE 2012 Technical Conference and Exhibit
March 4 – 7, 2012
Pasadena Convention Center
Pasadena, California, USA
The 9th Asia Pacific Transportation Development Conference and the 25th ICTPA Annual Conference
Challenges and Recent Advances in Sustainable Transportation System
– Planning, Design & Build, Management & Maintenance
June 29 – July 2, 2012
Chongqing, China

Chapter Meetings and Events
January 13, 2012 - First joint workshop with Caltrans District 8 in the City of San Bernardino (Southern California Chapter)
January 18, 2012 - Chinese New Year Banquet (Northern California Chapter)
February 4, 2012 - Chinese New Year and ICTPA-SCC 20th Anniversary Celebration (Southern California Chapter)

