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The Most Wonderful Time of the Year
By Jordan Busboom
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Banks of the Wabash

It’s also the time of year

Chorus in action this

where we spend time with
family and friends, we snuggle up by the fire with loved
ones, and we get to watch and listen to all the movies
and music that really capture the essence of the season.
That’s right everyone. It’s time for the holiday season,
and what better way to start the holiday season than

Saturday, December 5th at 7:30 PM at Centenary UMC,
301 North Seventh Street, Terre Haute, IN 47807, and
admission to the concert is free. Tell your families and
friends about this wonderful opportunity, as this is one
concert they will not want to miss.

with the Banks of the Wabash Holiday Concert!
On Saturday, December 5th, we will be kicking off the
holiday season the barbershop way. The Chorus will be
singing a lot of those traditional favorites that everyone
enjoys along with a few new songs and some of our
traditional barbershop arrangements such as “Love Me,”
“If I Love Again,” “Lost in the Stars,” and so many more.
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Looking to Next Year

Jordan A. Busboom, Editor

Membership VP, PROBE (Public Relations
Officers and Bulletin Editors)

It’s hard to believe that another year has come and gone already, but as the
year comes to a close, we start to prepare and plan next year’s events and
festivities. Here’s a little sneak peek into what we have planned for the first
part of the coming year.

Our first program set for the next year is our singing valentines program.
This program, which we have done for many years and has always been a
high point in the year as we sell love through singing, has seen a slight
912 Monterey Ave.
decrease in sales in the past few years. However, instead of hanging our
Terre Haute, IN 47803
heads, we are revamping the program and taking a whole new strategy to
812-259-1392
jordan.busboom@indstate.edu
marketing as well. If you would like to participate in this program, there are
The Wabash Blues-Letter is published two ways you can do so. The first way is to purchase a singing valentine.
monthly by the Terre Haute, Indiana,
They will go on sale in late January with prices starting at $35. We do sing to
Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony
men as well, so ladies, you can buy one for your significant other. The second
Society, a proud member of the
Cardinal District.
way is to sing with a quartet and deliver those singing valentines. We have
three different days we are delivering, and you only need to give a little time on
Chapter Leadership 2015
one or all three of the days. Just stop by Harmony Hall on a Thursday night
President
for rehearsal, and we will get you everything you need to sing in one of our
Dwayne Wright
quartets.
Executive VP
Jordan Busboom
Secretary
Nick Heller
Treasurer
Jeffrey Brier
VP Membership
Jeffery Griggs
VP Music and Performance
Logan Williams
Board Member-At-Large
Vacant
Chorus Manager
Donald Smock
Director
Bob Kihlken

Next, we have the Cardinal District Spring Convention. We are currently the
AAA Champions of the Cardinal District, and we would like to continue our title
run. If you would like to help us continue our title run, come on out on
Thursday nights to rehearsals and help us make the best barbershop sound in
the Cardinal District.
Our final thing in the works for the first part of next year is our Spring Show.
For the past couple of years, we haven’t really had a spring show, but this year
we are planning on it. Currently, we are looking at having a reunion show
where all BOW members are welcomed back to the stage to sing favorites
from when they were on the stage, and former directors are welcomed back to
the stage to lead the chorus in singing their favorite song. An overall theme for
the show is still being worked on, but once it is figured out, everyone will be
notified and the real work will begin. So, keep close by the phone or computer
as the emails and phone will start flying here within the next couple of weeks.

Changes to Our Schedule
The Banks of the Wabash
Chorus meets every Thursday at 7 PM
at Harmony Hall, 1257 Lafayette Ave,
Terre Haute, Indiana 47804.
Correspondence about content and
contributions for publication should be
sent to the editor. All material in The
Wabash Blues-Letter may be
reproduced without permission; please
credit the author and The Wabash
Blues-Letter in all reprints.

There are a few minor changes to our schedule over the upcoming weeks.
Please note these changes and plan accordingly.



Rehearsal on December 10 has been rescheduled to December 8.



There will be no rehearsal following the Stables performance on Dec. 17.



There will be no rehearsal on Dec. 24 or Dec. 31. Rehearsals will start
back up on Thursday, January 7 at 7 PM. All are welcome to attend.
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Welcome to Our Chapter!-(Really????)

Borrowed from August 2015 Issue of The Voice of Rushmore of the Mt. Rushmore Chapter
in Rapid City, South Dakota.

Usually, that is the first contact that a new or
prospective member has with a local
barbershop chapter. What happens after that
first greeting will probably determine whether
he has just walked through the portal into a
new family, to experience a new sense of
fulfillment and joy that will become his for the
rest of his life—or sadly, if he will never
experience those feelings as a member of the
greatest men’s singing fraternity in the world.
Probably the first thing that comes to your
mind when you read this title is that this is about recruiting. However, that is not the
case. This is about that long careful process of making a new member an integral
part of the structure of your chapter. Often we expend many hours, weeks, months
and years in the acquisition of a new member. Just as often we neglect the most
important next step in the transformation of that new member into a vital,
functioning part of his new chapter.
Presently, one, of all those that do become members, is gone after his third year.
Most of those leave after just one year as a member. No organization can sustain
such losses for long before it declines and eventually dies. Consider all of those
many hours spent in just recruiting one new member—only to see that new
member walk away after a year or two.
A recent survey examined why new members fail to renew their membership. Of
the twelve primary reasons for nonrenewal, nine of them were attributable to easily
remedied attitudes and conditions within the chapter. These ranged from “no time
for fellowship” to the most tragic of all “no one asked me to renew my
membership.” The central theme of most replies was this: “The initial warm
welcome I received quickly became indifference after I joined.”
Don’t you believe that those chapters would like a chance to try it once again?
Actually, most didn’t even bother to call after the member left. In fact, many
chapters don’t even check to find out why when a member misses several
meetings. When questioned during a recent telephone survey, almost all chapters
contacted had no established procedure to call members who were absent from
one or even several meetings.
If one were to take a definitive look at successful chapters, notice we didn't say
champion choruses, you would find that they have an established procedure that
will insure retention of new members. Conversely, one would find that declining or
failing chapters mainly do not have any such program. Of course, there are
exceptions in both cases. Nonetheless, there is clearly something different about
successful chapters and the way in which they attend to the “all of the little details”
that make a difference in retaining new members.
Happily, it is quite possible to make the corrections that will both revitalize a
chapter and ensure the retention of new members. It has been proven many times
over that it only takes one single determined member to activate that regenerative
process. Many call him the chapter “sparkplug.” Whatever your chapter chooses to
call him, he is the emotional center of your chapter. He sees the problems and
(Continued on page 4)
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Calendar of Events
BOW Holiday Show
Saturday, December 5
7:30 PM
Centenary United Methodist Church
Terre Haute, IN
BOW Board Meeting
Tuesday, December 15
6:30 PM
Harmony Hall, Terre Haute, IN
BOW Performance
Thursday, December 17
6 PM
Stables, Terre Haute, IN
CAR Leadership Academy
Saturday, January 9, 2016
Clarion Hotel, Columbus, IN
BOW Installation Banquet
January 2016
TBA
Sycamore Club, Terre Haute, IN
BHS International
Midwinter Convention
January 26-31, 2016
Reno, NV
Singing Valentine Deliveries
February 12-14, 2016
Terre Haute, IN
Cardinal District Spring
Convention and Contests
March 18-19, 2016
South Bend, IN (tentative location)
BOW Spring Show
Saturday, April 23rd, 2016
2 PM and 7 PM
Harmony Hall, Terre Haute, IN
BOW Ice Cream Social
Saturday, June 11th, 2016
1 PM
Harmony Hall, Terre Haute, IN
BHS
International Convention
July 3-10, 2016
Bridgestone Arena, Nashville, TN

For detailed information on all chapter
performances, go to
www.bowchorus.com and visit the
Schedule section.
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Welcome to Our Chapter (continued from page 3)

Nick Heller, Chapter Secretary

CALL TO ORDER:
The regular monthly meeting for November 2015 of the
Board of Directors of the Terre Haute Chapter of the
Barbershop Harmony Society was called to order by
President Dwayne Wright at 6:30 P.M. on Tuesday,
November 17, 2015 in the Board Room of Harmony Hall with
a quorum present. The proposed agenda was approved.
MINUTES:
The Minutes of the October 2015 meeting were approved as
modified.
TREASUERS REPORT:
Treasurer Jeff Brier presented a stellar summary showing
the chapter to be well financially. The Treasurer’s Report
was accepted.
OFFICER and COMMITTEE REPORTS
Executive Vice President Jordan Busboom presented the
schedule of other organizations meetings to be contacted
about purchasing Singing Valentines and notified the board
that he would be contacting members about the spring show
soon.
OLD BUSINESS
No Old Business
NEW BUSINESS
$50 was allocated for the purchase of Singing Valentines
flyers and new BOW Business Cards. Programs for the
Christmas Show were discussed, and Executive VP
Busboom will handle those.
NEXT MEETING/ADJOURNMENT
The regular meeting for the month of December is
scheduled to convene at 6:30 PM on December 15, 2015 in
the Board Room of Harmony Hall. With no further business
to come before the Board of Directors, President Wright
declared adjournment at 7:35 PM.

takes action to fix them.
Ideally, some chapter member will issue a call to the
chapter board and call for a meeting of all members. The
goal of this meeting has to be a corporate resolution to
take every possible step to ensure that the chapter
becomes successful in every arena of chapter life. Once
this step is completed and agreement pledged by every
member, true progress and planning for success can
begin. Beginning with a commitment to excellence, one of
the cornerstone elements of the chapter plan must be to
change the atmosphere and attitudes of chapter members
towards new members. Every single guest must be
recognized as a potential new member and treated like a
wonderful gift to the chapter. Every chapter must have a
goal of retaining every new and old member. Not one man
should be lost if there is some way to prevent his
departure.
A step-by-step procedure must be developed and
adhered to at every meeting that will ensure that this
gracious and warm acceptance continues until the guest
becomes a member and is entirely comfortable as an
integral and functioning part of the chapter.
Next month we'll print a template for a chapter retention
program which can be easily adapted for use by individual
chapters. In conjunction with a pro-active multi-dimensional
recruiting plan, it is recommended that some adaptation of
this template be made and agreed to by every chapter
member.
It should be noted that retention of members is not a
single act or a series of single acts. It is an ongoing
process. Therefore, the basic principles of this process are
presented in narrative format—rather than as a listing of
individual items.
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Tag of the Month

Print off two copies of
this newsletter to
share—one with your
family and one with
someone you are
bringing to a chapter
meeting. Let them
know they belong here!

www.harmonyfoundation.org
Secure the future of Barbershop harmony
through your generous gifts to the Harmony Foundation. Provide additional
support to your chapter and district with
the Donor’s Choice option.

12/7 Paul Ellison
12/9 Warren Weitkamp
12/22 Jeffrey Griggs
12/25 Tom Anderson
12/26 Bob Kihlken

The 25th of each month
Visit us online at:
www.bowchorus.com
The Terre Haute Chapter and the
Banks of the Wabash Chorus
meet every Thursday at 7:00 PM.
Meetings and rehearsals are held
at Harmony Hall. All guests are
welcome. All men are welcome to
sing with us. For more information,
call (812)-232-4926.

Want to help us with this
year’s Singing Valentines?
Whether it be singing in a
quartet, driving a quartet, or
simply purchasing a Singing
Valentine for a loved one, your
contribution is greatly
appreciated. Contact us today!

The Wabash Blue’s Letter

Page 6

December 2015

