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THOUGHTS FROM THE PRESIDENT
Hi fellow Wild Ones.
Last weekend, several of us went to the Porter County Master
Gardener's Show. Collectively, we were wearing several hats all at
the same time. We are members of Wild Ones, members of Master
Gardeners, members of Monarch Watch, and first & foremost, we
were all Garden Enthusiasts. It's such a wonderful thing that we all
share enthusiasm and are doing volunteer work to make this world a
better place.
I want to share a story about a conversation one of our members
had while working at our booth. She was talking to a show participant who works at a garden center. The garden center employee
has been talking to his boss about carrying milkweed because customers are asking for it. Unfortunately, his boss has not taken the
steps to carry and sell milkweed. So, this employee has taken it upon himself to create milkweed seed packets from his own garden.
When customers come in and ask for milkweed, he gives them one
of his seed packets. Talk about taking initiative!
This is such an inspiring story to me. So, right before I sat down
to write this letter, I went to my garden with a couple of envelopes
and made two milkweed seed packs. Just like this garden center
employee, I often find the occasion when someone is interested in
planting milkweed. I am now ready to immediately get some seeds in
their hands.
Thanks for all your hard work. It is inspiring, and it certainly
makes a difference!

Visit us online at:
http://gw-wildones.org/
New Membership & Renewals:
$40 household - or - $25 student, ltd income

Send check to:

Wild Ones, 2285 Butte des Morts Beach
Rd., Neenah, WI 54956

Mark your check ‘Chapter 38’

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Monthly Meetings are held the first
Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m.
at Gibson Woods unless otherwise
noted.

February 3, 2018
Victoria Jostes, Lake Co. MG Early Spring Wild Flowers
Hosts: Sharon Surdy, Kim Moor

March 3, 2018
Zully Alvarado, Changes with
Causes - Accessible Gardening
Hosts: Pat Thompson, Colleen Travis

April 7, 2018
Mickey Taylor & Company New Plants for 2018
Hosts: John Ploof, TBA

Karl Ackermann

May 5, 2018
NATIVE PLANT SALE
Pot luck

FEBRUARY PRESENTATION:
EARLY SPRING WILDFLOWERS

June 2, 2018
TBA

By combining Master Gardner and Master Naturalist status with that of
amateur photographer, Victoria Jostes has found the perfect recipe for
bringing indoors her lifelong passion: the natural world. "Even as a child,
it seemed that being out in the woods and prairies was far more exciting
than being indoors. Prized finds could be a fallen bird nest, mushrooms
that seemed to magically appear, a dead tree whose broken branches resembled various animals or even a revolving door of colorful blooms."
The presentation "Early Spring Wildflowers" brings back carefree days
of exploring, searching for treasures on the forest floor after a long,
snowy winter. An array of elusive ephemerals has been sleuthed, to reveal these wonders of nature. Can Spring be far behind?

Hosts: Maria Azcona, Dawn Vanzo
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Join us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Wild-Ones-Native-PlantsNatural-Landscapes-GibsonWoods-Chapter38/528949993858676

2018 Officers
President:
Karl Ackermann
708-790-1322
acks123@sbcglobal.net
Vice –President:
Kim Moor
219-433-5731
kckim10@gmail.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEMBERSHIP DUES
Just a reminder that as of July 1, 2017 dues for membership is now $40.00 per
household. Fixed income or student is $25.00.
We would prefer if you are renewing your membership to make your check out to
Wild Ones and mark your check ‘renew-chapter 38’ with your name, address,
phone number and e-mail.
Please send to: Wild Ones, 2285 Butte des Morts Beach Rd. Neenah, WI 54956
You will receive 3 notices from the National office via e-mail. If you don’t have a
computer, you can call me at 219-865-2679 and I can tell you when your dues are
due. Thank you!
Pat Rosenwinkel - Membership Chairperson

WELCOME NEW MEMBER

Secretary:
Colleen Travis

Laura Henderson

(219) 696-5567
ctravisa@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Karl Ackermann
Program Coordinator:
Colleen Travis
Membership Chair:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
Newsletter Editor:
Kim Moor
Please email or call in info.
for the Newsletter by the 20th
Corresponding Secretary:
Marilynn Thompson
219-227-8374
Greenhouse Manager:
Peggy Foster
219-286-3262
omanigetwithit@comcast.net
Education Supervisor, Native
Plant Consultant/Ordering
Joy Bower, Gibson Woods
219-844-3188
Jbower1126@aol.com

QUESTIONNAIRE
If you haven’t filled out the questionnaire that was recently sent
out to all members yet, please take some time to fill it out. Copies
will be available at the next couple meetings.
We could really use your help in shaping our future meetings, and
our path going forward.

SYMPOSIUM UPDATE
Our speakers have been selected & booked! We would like to have
a short meeting after our regular business meeting to discuss a few
details so that we can set our prices & program times. If you are on
the Committee, please plan on attending.
Speakers are:
• Leslie Goddard impersonating Rachel Carson - "Silent Spring &
the Birth of the Modern Ecology Movement"
• Donna Van Buecken- retired Executive Director of Wild Ones "Wild Ones - Stewards of Natural Landscaping"
• Steve Sass - 'Back by popular demand', Topic title to be determined. Will dig into the reasons why planting natives impacts
the world we're now living in.
• Craig Zanstra - Lake County Parks Landscaper – will talk about
landscaping with natives.

This year’s symposium is Sept 29th. SAVE THE DATE!
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PLANT STUDY: New Plants for 2018

- by Mickey Taylor

Purple Poppy Mallow (Callirhoe involucrata)
Callirhoe involucrata, also known as Purple Poppy Mallow, is a low,
mat forming mound that will reach between 6-12” tall and spread to
about 3’ wide. The flower has a magenta color and resembles a poppy.
It blooms continuously from mid spring to fall on thin stems above the
gray-green foliage. The leaves are palmately divided into 5-7 fingerlike lobes.
It’s easy to grow in dry to medium, well-drained soils in full sun. Purple Poppy Mallow grows well from seed and might self- seed in optimum growing conditions. It is drought tolerant as it has a long taproot
but makes transplanting established plants difficult. There are no serious insect or disease problems. Crown rot may happen in poorly
drained soils.
Garden Use: Purple Poppy Mallow is a good native ground cover. It
can be used as a front of the border plant, in native plant gardens, formal gardens, rock gardens, naturalized areas or meadows. It is an attractive plant when trailing over a wall and in a hanging basket. This plant also looks especially nice when
planted with contrasting shapes and leaf textures of plants.
Zone: 4 to 8
Bloom Time: May to June
Height: 6” to 1 ft.
Light conditions: Full Sun
Water: Dry to Medium
Soil Conditions: Well-drained, rocky or sandy soils. Clay, Clay-Loam,
Medium Loam, Sandy Loam, Sandy, Gravelly, Acid-based
Attracts: Butterflies
Wildlife Use: Nectar-Bees
Sources: www.missouribotanicalgarden.org, www.wildflower.org
Photo Credits: Missouri Botanical Garden

————————————————————

Tall Scouring Rush (Equisetum hyemale)
Equisetum hyemale, also known as Tall Scouring Rush or Rough Horsetail, is a non-flowering, rush-like, evergreen perennial. It grows 3-5 ft. tall and can be found in wet woods, moist hillsides, lakes, rivers, and ponds. It’s extremely tolerant
of a wide range of soils and will grow in up to 4” of standing water. The dark green stems have a bamboo-like appearance,
are about a ½ inch in diameter at the base and rise up from the plant rhizomes. In this species, vegetative and fertile stems
are alike in that some vegetative stems bear a pine cone-like head containing many spores.
Note: The Missouri Botanical Garden has identified Tall Scouring Rush as a very aggressive plant that will spread by
creeping rhizomes if not managed from the start. A small section of rhizome left behind can sprout a new plant. They
suggest you consider use soil barriers to restrict growth. In water gardens or tub gardens plant in pots at water bottom to
contain height and spread.
Tall Scouring Rush is a native plant to the United States, Canada, and Eurasia. The stems contain silica and were used by
early Americans for polishing pots and pans, hence the name of scouring rush. However, Equisetum is not a rush. It is the
single surviving genus of a class of primitive vascular plants that dates back 350 + million years ago. Today, the Equisetums are categorized as fern allies because they are non- flowering, seedless plants which reproduce by spores, just as ferns
do.

Continued on page 4
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Tall Scouring Rush (Equisetum hyemale) - continued
Garden Use: Use in water gardens, Japanese gardens, Bog gardens, plant next to
lakes, ponds, rivers, moist hillsides, or in a low wet spot where nothing will grow.
The highly textured, evergreen stems are quite noticeable in the winter, and can provide interest to the landscape.
Zone: 4 to 9
Bloom Time: Non-flowering
Height: 2 to 4 ft.
Light conditions: Full Sun to Part Shade
Tolerates: Heavy Shade
Water: Medium to wet
Sources: www.missouribotanicalgarden.org
Photo Credits: www.missouribotanicalgarden.org

————————————————————

Golden Ragwort (Packera aurea)
Golden Ragwort belongs to the genus Senecio, Packera and to the Aster family Asteraceae. The genus name honors the 20th
century North American botanist John G. Packer.
Golden Ragwort is easy to grow in average, medium to wet soils in full sun to
part shade. It is prized for its ability to thrive in moist, shady locations. In optimum growing conditions, the roots will develop into large colonies forming a
groundcover.
In April, clusters of yellow daisy-like flowers (about 1” diameter) appear on top
of 1-2 ft. tall stems that rise from clumps of basal foliage with dense, heart shaped
leaves with purple undersides. The basal foliage will make a nice groundcover
during the growing season as long as the soil is not allowed to dry out.
Garden Use: Large naturalized colonies of Golden ragwort growing in woodland
gardens can be striking in bloom. They would also work well in bog gardens,
along streams or ponds, native gardens, cottage gardens and as a border.
In its native environment Packera aurea can be found in moist soils in low woods,
ravines, swamps, along streams and springs, and at the base of cliffs.
The American Indians used parts of the plant medicinally to treat ailments such as
dysentery and difficult urination.
Zone: 3-8
Bloom Time: May to July
Height: 1-3 ft.
Light conditions: Sun, Light Shade
Water: Medium, Wet
Soil Conditions: Rich, acidic soils
Attracts: Beneficial flies (e.g. syrphid flies, tachinid flies), small bees (e.g. little carpenter, nomadine cuckoo), the “gem”
moth (Orthonama obstipata). Some ragwort species host the northern metalmark butterfly (lephelisca borealis)
Sources: Charlotte Adelman and Bernard L. Schwartz, The Midwestern Native Garden: Native Alternatives to Nonnative Flowers and Plants (Athens,
Ohio: Ohio University Press, 2011), p.35. www.wildflower.org, www.missouribotanicalgarden.org
Photo Credits: Smith, R.W.
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GREENHOUSE UPDATE
Our January meeting was held at our Greenhouse. We went over our watering & planting procedures, as well as how to document our accomplishments & observations. After
that, we had some fun rolling up our sleeves & getting down to business! It was a very
cold, blustery day with plenty of snow on the ground, but you won’t believe how warm
and earthy smelling it was in there! Check it out...
January 28th

January 6 temperature outside - 17degrees… Inside the greenhouse - t-shirt weather!!!

WHAT IS PHENOLOGY & WHY IS IT IMPORTANT? - by Kim Moor
Before today, I don’t think I’ve ever even heard the word Phenology, never mind what it means. I came across this
word while reading an article about some of the perils of the Rusty Patched Bumblebee (the timing of their development & of early spring plants in bloom is crucial for them, as they are one of the first bees to emerge). After visiting a
few webpages, here’s what I found…
Phenology is nature’s calendar - the observance of cyclical and seasonal natural events - when cherry trees bloom,
when a robin builds its nest, and when leaves turn color in the fall. It is a key component of life on earth. Many birds
time their nesting so that eggs hatch when insects are available to feed nestlings. Insect emergence is often synchronized with leaf out of host plants. Farmers & gardeners need to know the schedlule of plant and insect development to
decide when to apply fertilizers (and I hate to mention it, pesticides), and when to plant to avoid frosts. Phenology influences the abundance and distribution of organisms, ecosystem services, food webs, and global cycles of water and
carbon. In turn, phenology may be altered by changes in temperature and precipitation.
One of the most famous phenologists was Aldo Leopold. In the early 1900’s he studied phenology through spending
weekends with his family along the Wisconsin River. His observations, land stewardship practices, and scientific studies as a professor were all synthesized into the poetic writings of the book ‘A Sand County Almanac’.
Because plants are at the base of the food chain, anything that affects plants can impact other parts of the ecosystem.
Phenology is important because if affects whether plants and animals thrive or survive in their environments. It is important because our food supply depends on the timing of phenological events. And, to scientists, changes in the timing
of phenological events can be used as an indicator of changing climates.
From historical records and observations, we know that phenological events can very from year to year. Ecosystems
can recover from variation between years, but when these changes happen consistently over many years, the timing of
events such as flowering, leafing, insect emergence, and allergies, etc. can impact how plants, animals, and humans are
able to thrive in their environments.

The USA National Phenology Network (USA-NPN) was established in 2007 to collect, store, and share phenology
data and information. This network consists of a National Coordinating Office (NCO), thousands o volunteer observers
and many partners, including research scientists, resource managers, educators, and policy-makers. Anyone who collaborates with NCO staff to advance the science of phenology or to inform decisions is part of the USA-NPN.
The USA-NPN invites citizen scientists to track the phenology of plants and animals through Nature's Notebook, an
online plant and animal phenology monitoring program. If you’re interested, go to: https://www.usanpn.org/natures_notebook
to see how you can partner with them!
Sources: http://budburst.org/phenology_whyphenology, https://www.usanpn.org/about/why-phenology
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Birding Northwest Indiana

The Butterfly Garden at Tri Town Safety Village:

Various Locations - meet at Gibson Woods
1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month at 9 am

Master Gardener project and education
1350 Eagle Ridge Drive, Schererville, IN

Join a Lake County Parks Naturalist for a field trip to different
birding spots in Northwest Indiana. Trips will begin at Gibson
Woods and participants will carpool to various locations
where migratory and wintering birds have been seen. Locations will be decided the week prior to each trip.
Call 219.844.3188 to register and get the most up to date
location information. Specific Dates: January 4, 18, February 1, 15.
———————————

Register at EventBFG@gmail.com, or call 219-755-3240

Gibson Woods
Every Wed at 9:30 a.m.

Jun. 10-1-4 pm: EVENT: Meet Your Master Gardeners
Fest/ garden is open to the public

In order to meet the needs of our new birders here at Gibson
Woods, we have a new series entitled NAME THAT
TOON. Throughout the winter we will be working on understanding bird songs so that come Spring we hope to be able
to identify birds by song that we don't get a chance to see.
Registration is required, so call us at 844-3188, and say
NAME THAT TOON!!
———————————

Jul. 22- 1-4 pm: Public hours

Gibson Woods
Sunday, Feb 25th at 1:00 p.m.

Shirley Heinze Workshops and Citizen
Science Training

Name That Toon

Film - Riding the Rails of History: The Story of the
South Shore Line

A documentary about America’s last interurban, The South
Shore Line, tells the history and significance of NWI’s only
commuter rail line. Producer, Paul Nelson, will attend to answer questons about his work and the South Shore Line.
Copies of the film will be available for purchase. Please call
and reserve your space by Feb. 23. 219-844-3188.

Feb.4- 1-4 pm : Winter Sowing Workshop: Dolly Foster
& Kelly Tripp
Mar. 4- 1-4 pm: Butterfly Gardening Workshop: Dolly
Foster & Kelly Tripp
Apr. 15- 1-3 pm: Volunteer Orientation
Apr. 29- 1-4 pm: Your Own Pollinator Garden
Workshop: Kelly Tripp & Dolly Foster

Aug.16- 6-8 pm: Seed Collecting Class: Dolly Foster &
Kelly Tripp
Aug. 19- 1-4 pm: Public Hours
Sep. 9- 12-4 pm: EVENT: Monarch Fest

Workshops are free to attend, but space is limited. For
more information and to register for a workshop, please
email Sarah at sbarnes@heinzetrust.org or call us
at (219) 242-8558. Full Details here.
Native Gardening Workshop
Saturday, February 10th 9:00-10:30am
An introduction to native plant gardening with botanist
Nathanael Pilla. Learn how to begin to incorporate native plants in your own backyard or expand on current
plantings.
Calling Frog Survey - Citizen Science Workshops
Thursday, February 15th & Tuesday, February 20th
7-9pm
Join staff from Shirley Heinze Land Trust, The Field Museum, and Indiana University Northwest to learn how
you can help monitor the health of wetlands throughout
the Chicagoland area.
Butterfly Monitoring - Citizen Science Workshop
Saturday, February 24th 10am-noon
Learn how you can help monitor butterfly populations
with John Drake of the Nature Conservancy.
Hoosier Riverwatch - Citizen Science Workshop
Saturday, April 28th 10am-noon
Learn about water quality and gain hands-on experience and skills to become a volunteer for Hoosier Riverwatch with Nicole Messacar, Education Coordinator with
the LaPorte County Soil and Water Conservation District.

Volume 19, Issue 2

Page 6

