


VERSE OF THE MONTH
For I, the LORD 

your God, will hold 
your right hand, 

Saying to you, ‘Fear 
not, I will help you.    

(Isaiah 41:13)

SAYING OF THE MONTH

“God provides the 
wind, Man must 
raise the sail.”

+ ST. AUGUSTINE +  
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
MIDNIGHT PRAISES: DAILY           4-5:30 AM

 VESPERS: SAT.                  5 PM

 DIVINE LITURGY:
 MON., TUES. & THUR.                     6 AM

 WED. & FRI.                                   9 AM

 SAT. & SUN (1ST)          5:30  AM

        (2ND)                9  AM

The Magazine Cover:
ST. BARSOUM EL ERIAN (English Side),

 JESUS CHRIST (Arabic Side)

IN THIS ISSUE:

   1  SCHEDULE, CONTACT & RETREAT INFORMATION   P. 1

   2  Book of the Month    P. 2  

   3  PRAYER     P. 2

   4  CHRISTIAN ETHICS AND MORALS P. 3

   5  THE FEAST OF NAYROUZ
 FR. TADROS MALATY   P. 5

   6  KNOW YOUR CHURCH   P.7   

   7  THE NEW YEAR PRAYER  
 BY HIS HOLINESS POPE SHENOUDA III P.8 

   8  ST BARSOUM EL ERIAN    P.9

   9  KIDZ COLORING PAGE   P.11

CONTACT INFORMATION
MONASTERY OFFICE

Tel: (760) 257 - 1204    Fax: (760) 257 - 1225
BAPTISM

Please Contact Father Moussa to make
an appointment

Tel: (760) 257 - 3457
MAILING LIST UPDATE

Tel: (760) 257 - 1204
AUDIO & BOOKSTORE

For Orders Please call: (760) 257 - 4444
or Fax: (760) 257 - 1280

or E-mail: St.AntonyBookstore@yahoo.com 
MONASTERY WEB SITE

www.StAntonyMonastery.org
Please send your comments to:

 SaintAntonyMonastery@gmail.com

DONATION & MAILING ADDRESS 
All checks and donations should be named to  

Saint Antony Monastery and sent to:
P.O. Box 100 Barstow CA 92312

MAGAZINE CALENDAR & DIARY
P.O. BOX 1600 YERMO CA 92398

Tel. / Fax: (760) 257 - 3082
E-mail: StAntonyMonasteryDiary@yahoo.com

RETREATS
All men who would like to spend a night at the 
Monastery must contact Father Kyrolos Saint 
Antony before planning your stay. He can be 

reached at (760) 559-5358. Thank you.
All families who would like to come on Retreat 
at Holy Resurrection; Please call 760–2 57–4008



PHYSICAL ADDRESS AND DRIVING DIRECTION
43725 Bragdon Rd. Newberry Springs CA 92365

DIRECTION: FROM HWY 15 N.
1- EXIT MINNEOLA RD. # 198 then at the end of the ramp TURN RIGHT. 
2- At the FIRST STOP SIGN make a LEFT on YERMO RD. and follow for 3.3 Miles.
3- TURN LEFT onto a Bridge called COYOTE LAKE RD and follow for 1.3 Miles. 
This is a curved asphalt road which turns into Hacienda Rd.
4- TURN LEFT onto a dirt road called BRAGDON RD. and follow for 5 Miles and 
you will fi nd the Entrance of the Monastery on your LEFT-HAND.
MAKE SURE ALL POWER LINES AND POLES ARE ON YOUR LEFT WHILE DRIVING ALONG BRAGDON RD.
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Th is book is available from our Monastery Bookstore. 
To Order Please call: Tel.: (760) 257-4444 Fax:(760) 257-1280 e-mail: 

st.antonybookstore@yahoo.com
or order online: www.stantonybookstore.orgwww.stantonybookstore.org

An introduction to the Sayings, Lives, stories and spirituality of women in the 
postbiblical, early Christian movement.

Book of the Month

The Forgotten Desert Mothers

O God and Lord of the Powers, and Maker of all creation, Who, because of Thy clemency 
and incomparable mercy, didst send Thine Only-Begotten Son and our Lord Jesus Christ for 
the salvation of mankind, and with His venerable Cross didst tear asunder the record of our 
sins, and thereby didst conquer the rulers and powers of darkness;

Receive from us sinful people, O merciful Master, these prayers of gratitude and suppli-
cation, and deliver us from every destructive and gloomy transgression, and from all visible 
and invisible enemies who seek to injure us.

Nail down our flesh with fear of Thee, and let not our hearts be inclined to words or 
thoughts of evil, but pierce our souls with Thy love, that ever contemplating Thee, being en-
lightened by Thee, and discerning Thee, the unapproachable and everlasting Light, we may 
unceasingly render confession and gratitude to Thee:

The eternal Father, with Thine Only-Begotten Son, and with Thine All-Holy, Gracious, and 
Life-Giving Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
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Over the past few decades the American society 
has been rocked by the revelation of corruption 
and immorality in our leaders on both the 
state and national levels. Th is has all refl ected 
on the moral fi ber of our society and how we 
view morals and ethics. Th e moral impropriety 
of our political leaders has not only shattered 
our confi dence in our elected offi  cials, but has 
fl owed into the private lives of individuals. Of 
course, wrong actions can not be condoned. 
However, we must admit that there is a certain 
satisfaction in criticizing our superiors, whether 
they are political or religious leaders.

As Christians, we are the fi rst to admit that no 
one is perfect or guiltless, except the All-Holy 
God. But the danger lies in the fact that the 
average decent person has begun to accept the 
fact that dishonesty, duplicity, and immoralities 
are part of our every day life. People don’t dwell 
on the moral quality of life as much as the “bread 
and butter” issues of life, i.e. infl ation, jobs, 
taxes, recession, etc. But something fundamental 
is changing. Moral values are under attack. 
Today’s motto is “do your own thing”, and our 
consumer society fosters the principle of “instant 
gratifi cation.” Th e two basic building blocks of 
any society, the family and the church, are being 
undermined and suff er unrelenting attack.

What is the answer?

Th e answer lies in revitalizing the Christian 
morals and values. As children of God, we have 
signifi cant duties towards the manifestation of 
the true meaning of what it is to be a human 
being.

To be truly human is to be righteous, pure, 
truthful, and good. Simply stated, it is to become 
by grace what God is by nature. In other words, it is 
to struggle to grow towards the infi nite perfection 
of our Creator. We are called to “be perfect, just as 
your Fr. in heaven is perfect.” (Matt. 5:48). Th is is 
attained by eagerly experiencing the life of prayer, 
studying God’s Word, and basing our decisions 
and actions on the Gospel. Additionally, we must 
have full involvement in the liturgical life of the 
Church.

Some may argue that Christian virtues are not 
limited to Christianity, but have been taught 
by all great teachers. But in fact this proves 
what Orthodox tradition teaches that sin is not 
a natural or normal part of human life. Rather, 
it is a condition brought about by the distortion 
and loss of the goodness, which was originally 
present. It proves that man is in a never-ending 
search towards the core of his existence, which is 
to be in communion with God. While Christian 
ethical teaching seems similar to other religions, 
the basis of Christian ethics is unique. Christians 
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are not good merely because of obedience to the 
law or being in harmony with society. Rather, they 
are righteous in anticipation of the age to come 
in the Heavenly Jerusalem. Th e rule of the life of 
the ages to come requires our determination and 
active participation in this age, by the Grace of 
God. To be in communion with God is a blessed 
and victorious struggle. We can not participate in 
the age to come, unless we start now in this age 
and in this life.

Th e doctrine we use for our behavior and 
Christian ethics is our Lord Jesus Christ’s Sermon 
on the Mount (Matt. 5-7; Luke 6:17-49). In the 
Sermon our Lord introduces us to the kind of 
life that will lead us to the Kingdom of God and 
how to practice a life of righteousness. For us as 
Christians, not merely our actions are important, 
but every thought, every word, and every deed. 
Th is means that everything a person thinks is 
just as important as what he does or says, for 
“whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” (1 
Cor. 10:31)

Another handbook on ethics is the Epistle of 
St. James. He shows us that true Christianity 
is faith that is translated into actions. We are 
plagued by the classic sin of hypocrisy, because 
of disunity between faith and works. We can 
not “put on a show” for people, because God is 
neither impressed by what other people think of 
us nor of our opinion of ourselves. He sees who 
we really are and He knows our motives as well 
as our deeds. When the inner and outer person 
is conformed and transformed into the divine 
image and likeness for which we have been 
created, then the Kingdom of God comes into 
being in us. Our Christianity is a way of life and 
a mental perspective, which involves love for God 
and fellow man, and requires faithful and self-
sacrifi cing commitment. What is important is not 
just being “conservative” or “liberal.” Our faith 
must be a “living faith”, which is translated into 
actions and mirrored in our values and morals.

Living according to the Gospel will help us 
bear good works. Righteousness is not just proper 

behavior, but it centers on our relationship with 
God through purity of heart. Sin does not come 
out of nowhere, but comes out of internal self-
indulgence. Th oughts, which enter the mind 
involuntarily, are temptations. However, when 
they are held on to, entertained, and enjoyed, 
they become sins. Christian virtues require 
involvement of our human freedom, self-
determination, and transformation by the power 
of God’s grace to bring our personal lives into 
public action. Th e Scriptures teach us that a tree 
is known by its fruit. Whatever is found in us 
that is good, true, and beautiful is there because 
of God and from God. Whether we realize it 
or not “every good gift and every perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Fr. of lights.” 
(James 1:17) In all our actions we have to use St. 
Paul’s advice as our guidance, “Finally, brethren, 
whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence, if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about 
those things.” (Phil. 4:8)

Every one of us will stand judgment before 
God for our life in this world and will be judged 
according to our words and actions in this life. 
We will be judged on how we served Him on 
the basis of how we served others. Th is is clearly 
stated by Christ Himself for He said, “Truly, I 
say to you, as you did to one of my brethren, you 
did it to me.” (Matt. 25:45) Th e essence of all our 
morals, which guide our actions and thoughts, 
is love for God shown by striving for purity of 
heart and by love for our fellow man. Our life-
long struggle for perfection and good morals is 
not just for the sake of etiquette, politeness, and 
good manners. It is required if we desire to be 
citizens in the Kingdom of God. “So then you 
are no longer strangers and sojourners, but are 
fellow citizens with the saints and members of 
the household of God.” (Eph. 2:18) Th rough 
the prayers of the saints, may our Lord sustain 
us in our struggle to attain perfection in Him, 
in which our outer actions and morals become 
a natural consequence of the purity of our inner 
being.



The Coptic New Year is the very first 
calendar ever known by man on planet 
earth! It goes back 4241 BC. The word 
“Nayrouz” is of Coptic origin. The stem is 
niiaro-oo meaning: “the rivers.” The suffex 
“ouz” is Greek, thus, the word “Niiaroouz.” 
Mid September is usually where the wa-
ters of the Nile river rises, so the prayers 
are lifted to God for the rising of the wa-
ters of the rivers for irrigation and ask for 
His blessings at the beginning (crown) of 
the Coptic Calendar year. When the Per-
sian ruled Egypt from 525-405 BC, they 
adopted the word and incorporated it in 
their language and took it to mean “the be-
ginning of their Persian year,” and called 
it “Nayrouz.” The word “Nayrouz” in Per-
sian, means “the new year.”

On celebrating this feast three things are 
stirred in our minds.

- Honoring the millions of martyrs who 

sacrificed their lives as sacrifices of love 
for our Lord who sacrificed Himself on our 
behalf.

- Joyfully celebrating the beginning of 
the Coptic New Year.

- Expressing of our flamed eager for the 
last advent of Christ. Through the last two 
weeks before the feast the readings of 
the liturgies of the Eucharist concentrate 
of the Parousia of Christ.

I asked myself; what is the relation be-
tween honoring the martyrs, the celebra-
tion of the New Year and the Parousia of 
the Lord? The Opened Gates of Paradise

As I started to speak to our kids in the 
Church about El-Nayrouz I asked, Is there 
a sun in the Paradise?  Truly the Sun of 
Righteousness, our Lord Jesus Christ, is 
the ever shining Sun. There is no place for 
sunset in Paradise; there is no night, no 

Fr. Tadros Malaty
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days, no weeks, no months, no seasons, 
and no years. But we attain a unique day 
without night, an everlasting day. In it we 
receive the brightness of the Sun of Righ-
teousness that reflects on our souls and 
our risen bodies. Through the celebration 
of the Feast of Nayrouz, we start a new 
Coptic year. At the same time we declare 
our eagerness to share with the martyrs, 
a new Day which they attain in Paradise. 
They have the experience of brightness, 
through which the brightness of the glory 
of Christ shines on them; they have no 
need of a sun nor a moon. There is no 
room for various seasons, nor of night 
and day. They are not in need of food. In 
the Feast of El-Nayrouz we are longing for 
the eternal life. In the feast of El-Nayrouz 
we behold the opened gates of Paradise. 
We see our Christ coming to carry us on 
The Clouds, together with those who al-
ready entered the Paradise. All of us will 
enjoy the divine throne in heaven.

O Lord, grant us to celebrate El-Nayrouz,  
So that we may ask for a blessed year for 
all mankind. And that every believer has 
the experience of Your MARVELOUS 
Day, Thus, all will enjoy the brightness of 
Your glory. Yes, Come quickly O Lord Je-
sus. Our hearts are enflamed with Your 
love. Our hearts ask for none except You.  
Let me, O God, celebrate the Feast of El-
Nayrouz unceasingly; Let me experience 
this joyful gospel, the gospel of everlast-
ing unity with You. Wondrous is the Son 
who paid the price of my trip to Your di-
vine bosoms, And Your Holy Spirit who 
forms me to become a heavenly bride, 
Carrying me as if with the wings of a dove 
that heaven may celebrate my wedding! I 

see You my beloved Christ, coming to me 
personally, You have chosen me to share 
in Your glory, and You offered Yourself, a 
joyful sacrifice of love. Grant me to be-
come an icon of You, With a big heart, full 
of love to all humans, That, I may become 
a source of joy to everyone. Your dwelling 
in me, O Holy Spirit renews my nature, 
He transforms my dark tomb into a holy 
sanctuary, He converts my darkness into 
exceeding brightness!

Grant me with all my brethren, to fly and 
be with You in heaven! Let me celebrate 
the feast of the martyrs as fit, that I may 
practice witnessing for You. Change my 
life to be full of joy with You, even at the 
moments of my daily repentance. You 
see me my Lord rejoicing in You, and You 
become delighted in me. The heavenly 
angels see me coming to You, and they 
welcome me. They receive me with ex-
ceeding joy to join them in praising You. 
The sinners see me full of joy, and they 
get filled with hope. They see me rejoic-
ing, and they join me in my continuous 
repentance. The prophets and the apos-
tles and all the martyrs see me. And they 
praise You for letting me accompany them 
in Your kingdom! What a wonderful thing, 
You delight in me, And so do all Your cre-
ation, in heaven and on earth! But the 
devil runs away in front of me As he sees 
Your divine joy enlightens me and shines 
upon my face! Glory is to You, the source 
of joy and victory. Grant me O Lord that I 
may celebrate the feast of the martyrs all 
my life, That, I may witness to Your joy-
ful gospel, That, I may always be in touch 
with Your tremendous fatherly love, I see 
You anticipating with longing for me too.

y
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Priestly Garments

Introduction
At the command of God (Exod. 28:2) the 

priest has to wear special garments before 
beginning the mass. The garments have to 
be of a special type and different from those 
commonly worn; they have to be white be-
cause:

1. They are becoming to the light worn 
by God as a garment (Ps. 104:1)

2. They symbolise the transfiguration of 
the Lord. (Math. 17:2)

3. The garments of the angels were as 
white as snow when they appeared to the 
women after the resurrection. (Luke 24:4)

4. See Rev. 4:4

These garments are consecrated by 
prayers, on each piece a crucifix is embroi-
dered with the inscription (Jesus Christ Son 
of God) in Coptic (Isous Pi-Ekhristos Epshiri 
Em-Efnoty). Hereunder is a detailed descrip-
tion of priestly garments:

1. Tunia
White caftan-like, symbolising the robe 

of the Lord, on which lots were cast (Math. 
27:35; Rev. 1:13, Ps. 93). The ‘Tunia’ is the 
same style worn by all those who partici-
pate in the service starting from the deacon 
up to the Patriarch.

2. Yoke
With an opening at the top, it hangs on 

the chest - for priests and those of higher 

ranks only, symbolising the yoke of Jesus 
(Math. 11:3)

In the case of Bishops it bears the images 
of the twelve(12) Apostles in the same man-
ner when Aaron inscribed the twelve(12) 
names of the tribes of Israel at God’s com-
mand. It also denotes that God carries His 
people and helps them with guidance. As 
for the deacons, this is called ‘Badrasheel’ it 
takes the form of a long sash that is divided 
into half under the left armpit and passes 
cross-sectionally over the right shoulder 
with one section to the front and the other 
to the back the sash is long enough to hang 
down; it is worn cross-sectionally as a sym-
bol of the cross.

3. Cuffs
For priests and senior ranks only - it sym-

bolises the way Jesus was rope-tied on His 
way to Pilate (Math. 27:10 - Mark 15:1). It 
also symbolises the power given by Jesus to 
His servants at the service.

4. Shamla
It resembles the turban worn by Levis in 

the olden days (Exod. 28:4) it is a rectan-
gular piece of cloth with the design of two 
crosses, one on the head and the other on 
the back - with time it has changed and now 
it is in the shape of a semi-circle with a cavity 
(crown-like) and is worn on the head.

The ‘Balien’ is for the Bishop - it is worn 
on the chest. It passes from the left armpit 
to the right shoulder, the other end passes 
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from the right armpit to 
the left shoulder forming 
a cross both at the back 
and the front, reminding 
the wearer of the cross 
carried by Jesus.

5. Girdle
A belt of silk or bro-

cade worn y the head 
priest around the waist 
(Rev. 1:13). It is to signify 
position and a reminder 
of the rope by which 
Jesus was pulled and 
dragged to the Cross.

6. Gown
A round garment for 

priests and their seniors, 
open at the front, and 
sleeveless. It symbolises 
God’s protection that 
surrounds from every 
direction. It reminds the 
wearer of the purple 
robe which was thrown 
on Him by Herod (Mark 
15:17).

7. The Crown
To be worn on the 

head of Bishops : made 
of silk, brocade or gold. 
On it inscribed the Lord 
crucified. It resembles 
the turban of Aaron 
which was inscribed 
‘consecrated to the Lord’ 
and the inscription sur-
rounded by a golden 
wreath (Exod. 29:30, 
Rev. 4:4, Songs 3:11, 
John 19:5). It is removed 
during the gospel read-
ing as a sign of venera-
tion to the Lord and the 
Gospel.

Lord, make it a blessed year...
A pure year to please You...

A year in which Your Spirit prevails...
And joins in working with us...

Hold our hands and guide our thoughts from the beginning of the year till its end...
Let this year be Yours, to please You...

It is a New Year, spotless; let us not tarnish it with our sins or impurities...
Lord, be with us in every work we intend to do this year...

Silent we will be, and you will do everything...
Let us rejoice in all Your deeds, and say with John the Evangelist:

“All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that 
was made.” (John 1:3) 

Let this year, 0 Lord, be a happy year... put a smile on each face and gladden 
every heart...

Let Your grace emerge in our trials and help those who are tempted...
Grant us peace and quietness of mind...

Give those who are in need, cure the sick and console the grieved...
We do not ask You, God, only for ourselves...

But we ask for the all, because they are Yours...
You created them to rejoice in You. ..then make them happy with You...We ask 
You for the Church, for Your mission, that Your word may reach every heart...

We ask you for our country, for the world’s peace that Your Kingdom may come 
everywhere.

Let it be a fruitful year, full of goodness...
Everyday and every hour has its own work...

Do not allow a futile moment...
Fill our life with activity, work, and production...

Grant us the blessing of a productive and holy toil.
Let the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us in all our deeds...

We thank you, God, for you have kept us till this hour and granted us this year, 
that we may bless You...

Amen.
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St. Barsoum was born in 1257 A.D. from pious 
parents.  His father was the faithful scribe of 
Queen Shagaret El-Dor, who gave him the title 
of “preferred notable”; his mother was from the 
family of El-Taban.  When his parents passed 
away, St. Barsoum inherited their great fortune 
and was placed under the care of his uncle, who 
coveted St. Barsoum’s riches.  St. Barsoum did 
not resist his uncle, for he remembered the words 
of Solomon the Wise, “Vanity of vanities!  All is 
vanity . . . What profi ts a man of all his labor 
which he endures under the sun?”  (Eccl. 1:2)  
Some of St. Barsoum’s relatives tried to incite him 
to sue his uncle but he utterly refused.

St. Barsoum lived outside of the city for fi ve 
years, suff ering the harshness of the summer heat 
and of the winter cold.  He wore no clothing 
except a hairy sackcloth, following the example of 
the St. Paul, the fi rst hermit.  St. Barsoum then 
went to live as a hermit in a cave adjoining the 
church of Saint Mercurious in old Cairo.  In the 
cave lived a large snake who prevented people from 
entering.  When St. Barsoum tried to enter the 
cave, the church’s people stopped him, for they 
feared for his life.  Fearless, St. Barsoum raised his 
arms toward heaven, prayed, then crossed himself 
and proceeded saying, “O my Lord Christ, the 
Son of the Living God, who gave us the authority 
to trample on serpents and scorpions and every 
power of the enemy.  You granted healing to the 
children of Israel, who were bitten by the serpents, 
when they looked to the brass serpent.  Now, I 
look to you, o You who was hung on the Cross, so 
that You might grant me the power to be able to 
overcome this beast.”  Th en St. Barsoum made the 
sign of the cross over himself, and moved toward 

the serpent saying, “You trampled the serpent and 
the snakes, and You tread upon the lion and the 
dragon.  Th e Lord is my light and my salvation, 
whom shall I fear?  Th e Lord is the strength of my 
life, of whom shall I be afraid?”  Th en he said to the 
serpent, “O blessed one, stand still in your place.”  
He made the sign of the cross over the serpent.  
He prayed to God and asked Him to remove the 
beastly nature from the serpent.  As St. Barsoum 
fi nished his prayer, the serpent changed its nature 
and became tame.  Th e saint said to the serpent, 
“Henceforth, O blessed one, you shall not have 
power or might to harm any man, but rather you 
shall be subject and obedient to what I say to you.”  
Th e serpent manifested signs of submission and 
obedience, and became with the saint as the lion 
was with Daniel, the prophet, in the den.

After St. Barsoum left the cave, he lived on the 
roof of the church, again enduring the summer 
heat and the winter cold for fi fteen years.  His 
skin became dark as he spent his time meditating, 
worshiping and serving his fellow man.  His 
reputation of sanctity spread so far and wide that 
many people, Christian and Moslem alike, went 
to him seeking his blessings.  Continuing to only 
wear the goatskin around his waist, St. Barsoum 
became known as “El-Erian,” which means the 
naked or the disrobed.  God granted St. Barsoum 
the gift of performing signs and miracles.  St. 
Barsoum off ered the comfort of the Holy Spirit 
to his people in a time of severe troubles and 
tribulations for Christians in Egypt.  In addition 
to the closing of churches, the Christians in Egypt 
were forced to wear blue turbans, but St. Barsoum 
refused to replace his white turban.  Th e rulers of 
that time visited him and saw his white turban, 
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but no one dared to force him to wear a blue one 
for they knew that the power of God was with 
him.  Eventually, however, Saint Barsoum was 
arrested with a number of Christians and thrown 
into prison.  While in jail, he kept praying to our 
Heavenly Father on behalf of his harassed brothers.  
Relief came rapidly and the imprisoned were 
released and allowed to go in peace.

After that incident, Barsoum went to Turah, 
a town south of Cairo near Helwan, and there 
he lived in the roof of a church in the Shahran 
monastery.  One day the people who came to see 
the saint were so numerous that the abbot of the 
monastery was embarrassed because he did not 
have enough food for them.  Noticing what was 
happening, St. Barsoum called one of the monks 
who worked in the kitchen and asked him to bring 
him a little of the soup they were cooking.  Th e 
saint prayed over the food, made the sign of the 
cross and asked the monk to take it back to the 
kitchen and mix it with the rest of the soup.  St. 
Barsoum then asked the monks to serve the food 
to everyone, and the Lord, who blessed the fi ve 
loaves and the two fi sh, also blessed the food of 
the monastery and everybody had their fi ll.  When 
the abbot saw what happened, he went to the saint 
confessing his weak faith.

It was told also, that while St. Barsoum was 
preaching to a group of people, he stopped talking 
unexpectedly.  Th en he looked up and said, “Please, 
Saint George, save him!”  After a little while, a man 
entered the room panting and trembling.  Saint 
Barsoum told him, “Th ank God for your safety!  
Please tell us what happened.”  Th e man said, “On 
my way to the monastery, some men attacked me, 
so I cried, ‘Save me Abba Barsoum!’  Suddenly, I saw 
a man, dressed in white and mounting a beautiful 
horse, chasing the robbers.  Th en he accompanied 
me to the door of the monastery and disappeared.”  
Th e people who were present glorifi ed God, who 
answered the prayers of St. Barsoum instantly and 
sent St. George to save the good man.

A prominent Muslim judge called Sheik Zein 
was bed-ridden for nine months suff ering terrible 
pain in his legs.  One night he saw in a dream, a 
man dressed in rags asking him about his ailment.  

Th e Sheik said that he had weak legs and that the 
doctors could not help him.  Th en he asked the 
poor man about his name, and he replied, “My 
name is Barsoum El-Erian.”  In the morning, the 
Sheik sent his son to the Shahran monastery with a 
basket of pears as a gift to Saint Barsoum.  He told 
his son to ask the saint to pray so that God may 
heal him.  When St. Barsoum saw the judge’s son, 
he called him by his name, took one of the pears, 
blessed it and said, “Go back to your father and let 
him eat from this pear, and in the name of Jesus 
who raised Lazarus from the dead after four days, 
your father will be healed.”  Th e son hurried home 
and gave his father the pear, and told him what 
had happened.  Th e sheik started to eat the pear, 
but before he fi nished it, he was able to stand on his 
feet.  Completely cured, he cried, “Your blessing O 
holy Christian, your blessing my master Barsoum 
El-Erian!”

Th e miracles that happen through the prayers of 
Saint Barsoum El-Erian continue until today.  A 
few years ago, a woman by the name of Hana said, 
“While we were renovating our apartment, a large 
snake appeared in a crack in the wall.  My husband 
and I were startled, and we cried, ‘St. Barsoum, 
save us!’  Suddenly, the snake stopped moving and 
appeared to be dead.  My husband picked the snake 
up with a stick and when he brought it outside, the 
snake ran across the street and disappeared.  We 
realized that the saint froze the snake temporarily 
in order to save us.”

Th e cave which St. Barsoum dwelt in still exists 
and can be found near the entrance of Saint 
Mercurios’s church 10 meters under the ground 
with 18 steps leading to it.  An altar has been built 
inside the cave.  On September 27 of every year, 
the Liturgy of the Eucharist is chanted on this alter 
in St. Barsoum’s honor.  Many sick people attend 
the celebration to be healed by the prayers of St. 
Barsoum.

St. Barsoum El-Erian departed to the Lord on 
September 10, 1317 AD and was buried in the 
Shahran monastery.

May the prayers and blessings of St. Barsoum 
be with us and glory be to God forever.  Amen.




























