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Down to the River to Pray, popularized by the movie, O Brother, Where Art Thou? (2000), was originally
entitled The Good Old Way (see below). It was first published in 1867 as part of a compilation of slave
songs edited by George H. Allen. Although the song is attributed to him, it is understood that he is only
the editor, not the composer. The original tune is thought to have its roots in the Native American tribes
of the northwest. The tune would have undoubtedly been passed from one American culture to the other
until it was first notated in the Slave Songs of the US (1867). The text is thought to have its roots in the
Underground Railroad. Whoever was to be freed (brother, sister, father, mother, etc.) would wear the robe
and crown. This arrangement, for six parts — SSATTB, uses a fun swing rhythm throughout. The slower
and straight forward section, measures 103-114, incorporates a round and offers a welcome contrast to the
syncopated swing rhythms. The song concludes with a bombastic barbershop style ending that your choir
is sure to enjoy.
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As 1 went down in de val-ley to pray, Stud-ying a-bout dat good old way, When
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you shall wear de star-ry crown, Good Lord, show me de way. O mourner,* let's go down.

let's go down, let's go down, O  mourner, let's go down, Down in de val-ley to pray.

From Slave Songs Of The US, p. 104, published in 1867 by Simpson and Company * Brother, Sister, etc.

Mark Templeton, born 1974, is an American choral composer, conductor,
and countertenor. Templeton’s music has been performed across the world
at various international festivals and ACDA conventions. Some of his music
is published by Santa Barbara Music Publishing, and he has recently started
to self-publish. He teaches and resides with his wife, Becca, at West
Nottingham Academy in Colora, Maryland, the oldest boarding school in the
United States. He also enjoys coaching, playing, and watching soccer when
he is not working. He is available for commission upon request.
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Swingin' Down to the River
for SSATTB, a cappella

Attributed to George H. Allen from Slave Songs Of The US; 1867

Arranged by Mark DiTempleton
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