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FDOT Clarifies Lower
Matecumbe Highway
Issues At February Meeting
Representatives of the Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT), District 6, were the guest speakers at the LMKA February
meeting. They passed out a copy of the presentation to members.
The complete presentation can be found on the LMKA website. (click here)
There are two primary areas of the highway which were addressed: the highway at Sea Oats Beach and the
Fill at MM75.5. There are several FDOT projects that are planned for these areas.
First, there will be initial repairs to both areas to restore them to their condition prior to Hurricane Irma,
primarily fixing storm damage but also improving some design features. (See FDOT photos below to see the
post-IRMA conditions.) Planning is underway and construction lasting about 300 days is not expected to
begin until September of 2020.
Second, they will be addressing a long term solution at Sea Oats Beach which involves raising the roadway.
The planning portion of this project is not expected to be completed until October of 2025 with construction
beginning in 2026.
Members of LMKA voiced numerous
concerns, asked questions and made
suggestions. A more complete
summary of the issues discussed at the
meeting can be found on the LMKA
website. (click here)
Several issues discussed will require
follow-up and involvement by our
members. The most significant:
•

The sand pile across from Sea Oats
Beach

•

Preventing passing in turning lanes

•

Long term solution to highway
flooding and recurring storm
damage at Sea Oats Beach ...the
eventual elevation of the highway
and delays in getting it done.
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Seat 1: Deb Gillis
Mayor
Deb.Gillis@
islamorada.fl.us

Seat 2: Cheryl Meads
Councilwoman
Cheryl.Meads@
islamorada.fl.us

Seat 3: Jim Mooney
Councilman
Jim.Mooney@
islamorada.fl.us

Seat 4: Ken Davis
Councilman
Ken.Davis@
islamorada.fl.us

Seat 5: Mike Forster
Vice Mayor
Mike.Forster@
islamorada.fl.us

Our Islamorada Village Elected Leaders

The Mission of Our Village
Islamorada, Village of Islands, was incorporated December 31, 1997 with a mission:

To Protect the Residents' Right to Quiet Enjoyment of Life
To Plan for Enhancing Our Village Character
To Preserve Our Community; Its People, Natural Resources, and Pride
To Provide Basic Services to Support our Quality of Life
Let our elected officials know how your feel about the issues impacting us!

Lower Matecumbe Key Association Statement of Purpose
The Lower Matecumbe Key Association, Inc. shall actively work to preserve and enhance the quality
of life and environment through participation and democratic process by the residents.
Goals shall include:
1. Monitoring activities such as zoning and construction.
2. Communicating with all members to alert them to potential problems or opportunities.
3. Coordinating the efforts of the individual neighborhood associations on common objectives.
4. Providing an open forum for presentation and discussion of issues.
5. Taking appropriate action on behalf of the membership.

Board of Directors: Mark Riley (president), Jacquie Dozier (secretary), Hermine Zavar (treasurer), Fernando
Franco, Chuck McWhirter, Roland Moore, Bill Rivenbark, Enrique Zamora, Chris Zeher
Newsletter: Sue Miller, editor

Website: LMKA.org

Email address—LMKAnews@gmail.com

Opinions in this newsletter are not necessarily the opinions of the Board of Directors of LMKA.
Articles submitted with opposing points of view are encouraged.
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We will notify you by email when the March meeting and program is set!

Hurricane Irma – 18 Months Ago and Still Recovering
Who could have guessed it would take so long to get back to normal after a storm? While
a majority of homeowners and businesses are completely or nearly recovered, some still
struggle to get permits, find workers, deal with insurance issues, and find time and money
to mend. Construction crews are still commonplace in our neighborhoods.
Traumatic events are awfully challenging for the people directly affected. The stress after a
natural disaster can lead to 'burnout' and physical, mental and emotional exhaustion.
Now 18 months later, some neighborhoods are still looking a bit neglected—impacting the
neighborhood’s appeal and the neighbors’ state of mind. There are little things we can do
to make our community shine and not look so discouraging.

Fences and Junk
As fences are put back, why not plant low maintenance shrubs on the street side of the fence. It will make the
neighborhood so much more attractive. Keep your recovery efforts neat and organized… not an eyesore.

Garbage
Garbage cans on the street, helter-skelter, creates the wrong image! We are so
fortunate to live in a community where neighbors understand and help one another. If
you aren’t able to place your garbage at the street and then remove the containers
after pick-up—ask a neighbor to help! If you have guests or renters, make sure they
know the rules and follow them… the schedule for trash pick-up, what containers to
use.
Containers may be placed at the curbside no earlier than one day preceding
scheduled collection day and shall be removed from the curbside no later than 8:00
p.m. on the collection day. (Village Code Chapter 46, Section 40.)
Click here for a copy of trash rules and schedule. Print a copy for your guests/renters.
Too often we see garbage containers on the street several days before pick-up and
several days after! It creates an unsightly look and significantly reduces the appeal of
the neighborhood.

We live in a special community and it is up to us to do our part to keep
our island beautiful!

2 days after trash day,
2 days before next one
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What a Majestic Island…. Lower Matecumbe

We have magnificent
scenery, manatees, crocodiles,
and so many beautiful birds!
The osprey…. This is the time of the year when the many

osprey nests we have on Lower Matecumbe have mother ospreys
caring for their recently hatched chicks, while dad is out fishing
to bring back the food. Dad looks for fish in shallow water as he
dives in feet first and can only go down a couple feet to retrieve
his catch.
Most of the ospreys in the Keys will migrate once the juveniles
are able to fend for themselves. Mom and dad, mate for life.
They will leave the Keys in another couple months, usually leaving
the juveniles here. But they typically return to the same nest in
the fall and chase off their young from the previous year!.
Ospreys lay 1—4 eggs, though 2 are most common. Both parents take some responsibility for
incubating the eggs until they hatch in about 38 days… but that chore is handled mostly by mom. And
mom remains with the chicks most of time after they hatch, sheltering them from the elements—both
sun and rain, while dad is out finding fish for dinner. The young grow rapidly and begin stretching their
wings after about 5 weeks preparing for their first flight when they are about 51-54 days old.
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President’s Corner:

Our LMKA meetings are such a great way to learn about
issues of concern to our island and to get to know
neighbors. The attendance at meetings has been
excellent this season. And I think we have all learned a
great deal about things going on that impact our island.

Membership Application/Renewal

First Name(s): _____________________________
Last Name: _______________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________
_________________________________________
Local Address: ____________________________

Together we can have a significant voice in what
happens in the future. United our voice can be heard
loud and clear.
In the near future we will be following up with both the
Department of Transportation regarding some of the
highway concerns and with the Village of Islamorada
with issues they control.
Watch for a list of email addresses and some of the
issues impacting Lower Matecumbe. Voice your opinion.
Our representatives need to hear from us .

Thank you one and all.

Your involvement makes a difference.
Mark Riley, President
Email: lmkanews@gmail.com
Website: Www.lmka.org

Phone (local): _____________________________

Other phone: ______________________________
Email: ___________________________________

Provide your email please! Get your
newsletter faster and save LMKA
printing/postage costs! We only use the
email address to send newsletters,
information and reminders about Lower
Matecumbe.
Make check payable to
LMKA
P. O. Box 911,
Islamorada, FL 33036
Family $20; Single $12

