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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Bob was confronted with a dilemma. He just bought a new pair of shoes to replace his
old ones. Yet, he couldn’t bring himself to make the change. He was certain the new
ones would be uncomfortable and make his feet hurt. So, he simply refused to wear
them.
[Jesus] said to [his disciples], “Therefore every teacher of the law who has been
instructed about the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of
his storeroom new treasures as well as old.” Matthew 13:52
Jesus presented his disciples with a similar dilemma. He had instructed them about the
change which was going to take place from the old covenant to the new one. Although
the disciples said they understood, they were uncertain what that change would mean.
Still Jesus said, the old would need to have the new added.
Jesus’ lesson makes me look at God’s old and new covenants in the same way. His
lesson spoke to the Law and the Prophets which upheld the old covenant. This was how
God prepared his people to receive the promised Savior. The new covenant was what
Jesus established by his earthly ministry, and which declared the old was now perfectly
fulfilled. What is important for me to remember is the old is not discarded as
unnecessary. Jesus refers to it as an old treasure to which new treasures are added.
For me it offers a complete picture. The old promised that a Savior would come to offer
peace and forgiveness. The new proclaims that through Jesus’ sacrificial work there is

peace and forgiveness. Because of the promises in the old and their fulfillment in the
new, I now have the whole story. I also have the reassurance of God’s absolute
faithfulness. It is that faithfulness which gives me every confidence to follow him, and
every reason to trust him. It is also that faithfulness which will bring me into his
heavenly kingdom and will keep me safe as God leads me on my way there. How
blessed I am to have the rich treasures of God’s faithful promises—old and new.
Prayer: O gracious Lord and Savior, uphold me with your promises and reassure
me with your faithfulness. Comfort me and keep me until I attain the never-ending
joys of heaven. Amen.
(WELS E-Devotion, adapted)

…See you in worship.
Keep looking up because the Lord is always looking down – Psalm 121
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