
Sacraments: 
Infant Baptism -- Parents need to contact the pastor regarding instruction/preparation.  The sacrament will be scheduled when 
the parents and pastor are in agreement that the family is ready for this experience. 
Initiation of Adults & Older Children (RCIA): Contact the parish. 
Reconciliation: Saturday at 4:00pm at Nativity or by appointment (watch bulletin for special reconciliation services). 
Matrimony -- Engaged couples need to contact the pastor at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date.  They need to 
participate in a series of instructions.  They should make no final decision regarding the wedding date until they and the pastor 
are in agreement that they are ready for this experience.  Please do not set a wedding date prior to contacting the pastor. 
Sacrament of the Sick and/or Communion for the Sick -- Either the parishioner or a relative should contact the pastor 
whenever the parishioner is sick and wishes to receive communion or the Sacrament of the Sick. 
Confirmation: Adult & Youth; preparation is required.  Please contact the parish. 
Parish registration: Registration cards are in the vestibule of the church. 
 

Mass Schedules: 
Saturday Vigil:  5:00pm at Nativity 
Sunday:  9:00am at Nativity; 11:15am at St. John's 
Daily: Wednesday through Friday at 11:00am at Nativity 
Holy Days:  see bulletin 
Rosary:  ½ hour before Mass on Sundays 
 

Day Date Time Intention/Feast Mass Readings 

Sun 10/22 9:00am / 11:15am 29
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time Is 45:1,4-6 / 1 Thes 1:1-5b / Mt 22:15-21 

Mon 10/23 No Daily Mass St. John of Capistrano Rom 4:20-25 / Lk 12:13-21 

Tues 10/24 No Daily Mass St. Antony Mary Claret Rom 5:12,15b,17-19,20b-21 / Lk 12:35-38 

Wed 10/25 11:00am (NBVM) 29
th

 Week in Ordinary Time Rom 6:12-18 / Lk 12:39-48 

Thurs 10/26 11:00am (NBVM) 29
th

 Week in Ordinary Time Rom 6:19-23 / Lk 12:49-53 

Fri 10/27 11:00am (NBVM) 29
th

 Week in Ordinary Time Rom 7:18-25a / Lk 12:54-59 

Sat 10/28 No Daily Mass Sts. Simon & Jude, Apostles Eph 2:19-22 / Lk 6:12-16 

Sat 10/28 5:00pm NBVM 30
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time Ex 22:20-26 / 1 Thes 1:5c-10 / Mt 22:34-40 

Sun 10/29 9:00am / 11:15am 30
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time Ex 22:20-26 / 1 Thes 1:5c-10 / Mt 22:34-40 

 

Collection 
Collection NBVM  SJB  

Budget per Week [$1,338.00] [$754.00] 

5pm & 9am / 11:15am Sunday $1,130.00 $376.00 

Building Fund $378.00 $135.00 

   

   

   

   

 

Liturgical Ministers for – 10/28/17 to 10/29/17 
 NBVM  Vigil NBVM  Sunday SJB  Sunday 

Server Ron Haley Ron Haley Gracie, Christina, Pearl 

Lector Open Kathy Meier Tammy Saltmarsh 

EME Deacon Paul Del Elbert Gloryann Brace 

Music Open Jackie & Connie Carol Fiel & “choir” 

Hospitality n/a Please sign up Whole Parish (Halloween) 
 

Bulletin: Announcements need to be received by Wednesday at 7pm for inclusion in that weekend’s bulletin.  Items can be 

emailed to nbvm.sjb.bulletin@gmail.com or call Deacon Paul at 503-556-0511 or 503-396-8554. 

 

"O Yahweh, give victory!  On your people be your blessing!"  (Psalm 3:9) 

                                                               

Announcements 
 

General: 

 
There will be a joint liturgy and environment meeting (NBVM & SJB) on Thursday, October 26, after the 

11:00am daily Mass at NBVM. 

 

All Souls Day - Widows are invited to a luncheon and presentation by Fr. Mark, on All Souls Day, 

Thursday, Nov. 2
nd

, at SJB hall, at 1:00pm.  Please bring a photo of your husband.  We need an attendance 

count this week, so please contact Angela at 503 728-3145 or orazione@charter.net as soon as possible to 

register and hold your place. 

 

SJB 100
th

 Anniversary - If you would like to assist, here is the list of folks to contact:  History/photos, 

items, contact Carol Sluder at 503-728-3032; Flowers, Solo Nachbaur at 503-728-2624;  Decorations, Kathy 

Reandeau at 503-728-3149; Publicity, Anita Laing at 503-728-3991; Fundraising, Pastoral Council - Kathy 

Reandeau;  Programs/Commemorative items, Pastoral Council - Sandy Hartley at 541-315-5720;  

Hospitality, Bible Study ladies - Bonnie Romer at 503-728-2084; Liturgy, Fr. Mark and Liturgical 

Ministers; Current General Information, Angela Guerassio at 503-728-3145. 

 

Nativity: 

Annual Christmas bazaar will be Nov. 3 & 4. We will need volunteers to set up, clean up, bake items, etc. 

The ladies have worked all year sewing and creating.   Do your Christmas shopping early.  If you have any 

questions, please call Estrella at (503)728 0249 

Bible Study meets every Wednesday at 6:30pm in the hall.  All are welcomed to attend. A person can start 

any time and attend any sessions. 

St. Johns: 
 
SJB 100

th
 Anniversary: Archbishop Alexander Sample will celebrate Mass with us on Sunday, December 3, 

at 11:15am.  Mass will be followed by a reception.  

 

Ladies’ Bible Study & Reflection is on Thursdays.  Adoration is at 9:45am in the Church.  After  

Adoration, everyone meets at Kathy’s.  If interested, call Kathy Reandeau at 503-728-3149. 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:nbvm.sjb.bulletin@gmail.com
tel:(503)%20728-3145
mailto:orazione@charter.net
tel:%28503%29728%200249


Halloween 
 We’ve all heard the allegations. Halloween is a pagan rite dating back to some pre-Christian festival among the Celtic Druids that 
escaped Church suppression. Even today modern pagans and witches continue to celebrate this ancient festival. If you let your kids go trick-or-
treating, they will be worshiping the devil and pagan gods. 
 Nothing could be further from the truth. The origins of Halloween are, in fact, very Christian and rather American. Halloween falls on 
October 31 because of a pope, and its observances are the result of medieval Catholic piety. 
 It’s true that the ancient Celts of Ireland and Britain celebrated a minor festival on Oct. 31 — as they did on the last day of most 
other months of the year. However, Halloween falls on the last day of October because the Feast of All Saints or “All Hallows” falls on Nov. 1. 
The feast in honor of all the saints in heaven used to be celebrated on May 13, but Pope Gregory III (d. 741) moved it to Nov. 1, the dedication 
day of All Saints Chapel in St. Peter’s at Rome. Later, in the 840s, Pope Gregory IV commanded that All Saints be observed everywhere. And so 
the holy day spread to Ireland. The day before was the feast’s evening vigil, “All Hallows Even” or “Hallowe’en.” In those days, Halloween 
didn’t have any special significance for Christians or for long-dead Celtic pagans. 
 In 998, St. Odilo, the abbot of the powerful monastery of Cluny in Southern France, added a celebration on Nov. 2. This was a day of 
prayer for the souls of all the faithful departed. This feast, called All Souls Day, spread from France to the rest of Europe. 
 So now the Church had feasts for all those in heaven and all those in purgatory? What about those in the other place? It seems Irish 
Catholic peasants wondered about the unfortunate souls in hell. After all, if the souls in hell are left out when we celebrate those in heaven 
and purgatory, they might be unhappy enough to cause trouble. So it became customary to bang pots and pans on All Hallows Even to let the 
damned know they were not forgotten. Thus, in Ireland, at least, all the dead came to be remembered — even if the clergy were not terribly 
sympathetic to Halloween and never allowed All Damned Day into the Church calendar. 
 But that still isn’t our celebration of Halloween. Our traditions on this holiday centers around dressing up in fanciful costumes, which 
isn’t Irish at all. Rather, this custom arose in France during the 14th and 15th centuries. Late medieval Europe was hit by repeated outbreaks 
of the bubonic plague — the Black Death — and she lost about half her population. It is not surprising that Catholics became more concerned 
about the afterlife. More Masses were said on All Souls’ Day, and artistic representations were devised to remind everyone of their own 
mortality. 
 We know these representations as the “Dance Macabre” or “Dance of Death,” which was commonly painted on the walls of 
cemeteries and shows the devil leading a daisy chain of people — popes, kings, ladies, knights, monks, peasants, lepers, etc. — into the tomb. 
Sometimes the dance was presented on All Souls’ Day itself as a living tableau with people dressed up in the garb of various states of life. But 
the French dressed up on All Souls, not Halloween; and the Irish, who had Halloween, did not dress up. How the two became mingled 
probably happened first in the British colonies of North America during the 1700s when Irish and French Catholics began to intermarry. The 
Irish focus on hell gave the French masquerades an even more macabre twist. 
 But, as every young ghoul knows, dressing up isn’t the point; the point is getting as many goodies as possible. Where on earth did 
“trick or treat” come in?  “Trick or treat” is perhaps the oddest and most American addition to Halloween, and is the unwilling contribution of 
English Catholics. 
 During the penal period of the 1500s to the 1700s in England, Catholics had no legal rights. They could not hold office and were 
subject to fines, jail and heavy taxes. It was a capital offense to say Mass, and hundreds of priests were martyred. 
 Occasionally, English Catholics resisted, sometimes foolishly. One of the most foolish acts of resistance was a plot to blow up the 
Protestant King James I and his Parliament with gunpowder. This was supposed to trigger a Catholic uprising against their oppressors. The ill-
conceived Gunpowder Plot was foiled on Nov. 5, 1605, when the man guarding the gunpowder, a reckless convert named Guy Fawkes, was 
captured and arrested. He was hanged; the plot fizzled. 
 Nov. 5, Guy Fawkes’ Day, became a great celebration in England, and so it remains. During the penal periods, bands of revelers 
would put on masks and visit local Catholics in the dead of night, demanding beer and cakes for their celebration: trick or treat! Guy Fawkes’ 
Day arrived in the American colonies with the first English settlers. But, buy the time of the American Revolution, old King James and Guy 
Fawkes had pretty much been forgotten. Trick or treat, though, was too much fun to give up, so eventually it moved to Oct. 31, the day of the 
Irish-French masquerade. And in America, trick or treat wasn’t limited to Catholics. 
 The mixture of various immigrant traditions we know as Halloween had become a fixture in the Unites States by the early 1800’s. To 
this day, it remains unknown in Europe, even in the countries from which some of the customs originated. 
 But what about witches? Well, they are one of the last additions. The greeting card industry added them in the late 1800s. 
Halloween was already “ghoulish,” so why not give witches a place on greeting cards? The Halloween card failed (although it has seen a recent 
resurgence in popularity), but the witches stayed. So, too, in the late 1800s, ill-informed folklorists introduced the jack-o’-lantern. They 
thought that Halloween was druidic and pagan in origin. Lamps made from turnips (not pumpkins) had been part of ancient Celtic harvest 
festivals, so they were translated to the American Halloween celebration. 
 The next time someone claims that Halloween is a cruel trick to lure your children into devil worship, I suggest you tell them the real 
origin of All Hallows Even and invite them to discover its Christian significance, along with the two greater and more important Catholic 
festivals that follow it. 
 
Fr. Augustine Thompson, O.P. 
 

Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 (East 2nd & "D" Street; Rainier) 

St. John the Baptist  
(High Street; Clatskanie) 

Pastor:  Father Mark Gikenyi 
P.O. Box 340, Rainier, OR, 97048 

mgikenyi@archdpdx.org  
(503) 556-5641 

Website:  http://www.nativityofbvm.org 

Bulletin email: nbvm.sjb.bulletin@gmail.com   

 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 22, 2017 

 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 The mission of Nativity of the B.V.M. is to know, love, and serve our Lord, by knowing and loving and serving His 

people, and by being open to our responsibility to all humanity. 

 

NBVM Volunteer Staff 
 

Rev. Mr. (Deacon) Paul Cramer (Permanent Deacon, Bulletin, Communications, Call To Protect) - (503) 556-0511  

Linda Bailey (Business Administrator (NBVM & SJB) - (360) 560-3460 (klondikehill@msn.com) Paula Cramer (Assistant) 

Connie Ramos (Chair of Pastoral Council) - (503) 556-1154; Ron Haley (Vice-Chair) (503) 556-2073 

Tom Greer (Chair of Finance Council) - (503) 556-9571 

Kay Hansen (Parish Office Assistant) - (503) 556-0071 

Connie Lucero (503-556-2514) / Angelique Hisey (503-556-1037) (Liturgy & Environment  / RCIA-Rel. Ed. Coordinator)  

Jewel Lee (Greeting Cards) - (701) 260-2857 

Ron Haley / Paula Cramer (Sacristans/Altar Linens)  

Jackie Schiedler (Music Coordinator) - (503) 556-9690 

Theresa Jones (Music of Special Occasions) - (503) 556-9137   

Paula & Deacon Paul Cramer (Scheduling Use of Parish Buildings) - (503) 556-0511 

Estrella Brown (Funeral Arrangements/Hospitality) - (503) 728-0249  

Iola Pfaff (Flowers for Summer Only) - (503) 556-3049 

Russ Lenoir (Maintenance-when Available) 

 

St. John the Baptist 
 The mission of St. John the Baptist Parish is to be an involved witness to the Gospel, so that each of us may develop 

more fully our potential for spiritual growth, as we nurture and expand our parish family and help the community around us 

experience the Lord. 

 

SJB Volunteer Staff 
 

Sandy Hartley (Chair of Pastoral Council) - (503) ***-****; Kathy Reandeau (Vice-Chair) (503) 728-3149 

Larry Reandeau (Chair of Finance Council) – (503) 728-3149 

Gloryann Brace (Altar Linens & Covers) - (503) 455-2672  

Tracy Points (Rel. Ed. / Youth Ministry Coordinator) - (503) 369-7441 

Carol Sluder (Scheduling Use of Church Buildings / Greeting Cards) - (503) 728-3032 

Bonnie Romer (Funeral Hospitality Coordinator) - (503) 728-2084 

Anita & Gary Laing (Communications) - (503) 728-3991 

Frank Taormina (Maintenance-when Available) - (503) 728-0306 
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